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VI  ADVERTISEMENT. 

do  not  furnish.  It  appears  that  Captain 
John  Dundas  Cochrane  was  a  native  of 
North  Britain,  and  nearly  connected  with 
the  noble  family  of  that  name,  being  grand- 
son of  Thomas,  eighth  Earl  of  Dandonald, 
nephew  of  the  Honourable  Admiral  Sir 
Alexander  F.  J.  Cochrane,  and  bom  in  1793. 
At  the  early  age  of  ten,  he  entered  the  Bri- 
tish Navy,  and  subsequently,  as  he  has 
told  us  himself,  served,  partly  under  his 
uncle's  flag,  for  a  period  of  nearly  ten  years, 
*^  in  some  of  the  worst  comers  of  the  West 
Indies/'  At  the  conclusion  of  the  general 
peace,  he  made  some  pedestrian  excursions 
through  parts  of  France,  Spain,  and  Portu- 
gal; when,  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
hardihood  of  his  constitution,  seeing  no 
chance  of  professional  employment,  and 
possessing  the  most  uncontrollable  spirit  of 
locomotion,  he  projected  an  exploratory 
journey  into  the  interior  of  Africa.  Al- 
though his  Memorial  on  this  subject  was 
unfavourably  received,  his  determination  to 
undertake  some  arduous  enterprise  seems 
to  have  been  unsubdued;  for,  soon  after, 
Aarmg  obtained  leave  of  dbeeiiifi^  fot  two 
/'ears,  in  the  spring  of  1^20  \k^  ^e\»  wX.  ^ti 
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that  periloas  journey  which  forma  tlie  sub- 
ject of  the  following  narrative.  His  subse- 
quent adventures  are  detailed  in  these  vo- 
iumes,  and  they  will  be  read  with  tiie  deep- 
est interest. 

Upon  his  return  to  England,  Captain 
Cochrane  again  offered  his  services  to  at- 
tempt a  journey  into  the  interior  of  Afri- 
ca ;  but  these  were  again  refused.  He  now 
published  lus  Tour  in  Russia,  which  rapidly 
attained  to  a  second  edition ;  but  having  en- 
gaged in  some  mining  speculations  in  South 
America,  he  left  London  for  that  country  in 
June  1834,  on  the  very  day  that  the  new 
edition  appesred.  In  the  meantime,  hii 
Work  attracted  the  notice  of  the  Qoartnly 
Review,  and  was  honoured  with  a  eritiqaet 
M>  the  whtrfe  of  a  complimentary  kind,  hot 
which  contuned  several  allusions  and  char- 
ges of  sndb  a  personal  description,  that  they 
demanded  an  instant  refutation.  Whether 
these  offensive  passages  hastened  his  retnm, 
we  are  unable  to  say ;  but  the  new  edition 
having  also  met  with  a  ready  sale,  certain 
it  IB,  that  Captun  Cochrane  arrived  in 
Ijondon  jnat  in  time  topre&x  to  anothet  *  & 
'  A  mrti  editiat  Allowed  within  a  few  monfltt. 
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most  spirited  answer  to  the  reviewer,  which 
will  be  read  with  the  highest  interest  With- 
out entering  into  the  merits  of  this  dispute, 
we  may  at  least  be  permitted  to  say,  that 
the  remarks  alluded  to  are  characterised  by 
the  greatest  indelicacy,  if  not  injustice ;  and 
that  the  allusion  to  Mrs  Cochrane  was  to- 
tally uncalled  for.  Both  by  her  birth  and 
by  her  attainments,  this  lady  was  entitled 
to  respect,  and,  although  a  *^  Kamtchatka 
girl,"*  that  she  was  not  deficient  in  per- 
sonal charms,  her  portrait,  which  accom- 
panies our  second  volume,  can  testify. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  follow  the  Reviewer 
through  those  charges  which  the  author 
himself  has  combated.  Captain  Cochrane's 
volumes  may  furnish  few  scientific  details, 
because  the  imperfect  nature  of  his  educa- 
tion unfitted  him  for  entering  upon  such 
subjects;  but  a  more  interesting  personal 
narrative  is  nowhere  to  be  met  with.  He 
entered,  moreover,  upon  an  untrodden  path, 

"  She  is  daughter  to  Captain  Ricord,  Chief  of  Kamt- 
chatka, (ride  vol.  I.  p.  320.)  This  amiahle  woman  survi- 
ved her  husband,  and  returned  to  Russia ;  and  by  her  beauty 
and  accomplishments,  no  less  than  by  the  interest  attached 
to  her  situation,  soon  met  with  admirers.  She  is  again 
marrJtfd,  and  reaidta  at  Cronstadt. 
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and  on  this  accoant  also,  they  are  of  the 
highest  importance.  Siberia  was  absolute- 
ly a  terra  incognita  previous  to  his  gigantic 
undertaking;  hut  ho  has  opened  llie  way 
to  new  sources  of  knowledge,  hy  giving 
ua  glimpses  of  countries  advancing  rapidly 
in  the  scale  of  civilisation,  and  rich  in  such 
luxuries  as  British  enterprise  may  turn  to 
advantage. 

Of  Capt^n  Cochrane,  we  regret  to  say, 
that  little  more  can  be  added.  He  returned 
to  America  by  the  Frolic,  Leeward  Island 
Packet ;  and  shortly  after  his  arrival,  on  the 
12thAuguet  1825,  he  died  of  fever  at  Valen- 
cia in  Colambia. 

Editor. 


CONTENTS  OF  VOL.  t. 


Dedicattoh 

Fheface  to  the  FiasT  EniTios 
Pbeface  to  the  Becohh  Editio 
Preface  ra  the  Thibd  Editioi 


CHAPTER  I. 

Jll  otirn  for  u  nd  ertiking  the  JDutoej' —  Dieppe — Roaen 
_Paris_La  Ken^—fhalonB— St  Dizier— Nancy— 
Ateu— Sanebru  ck — I-anclsh  ui — KaiBera  Liuteni — 
Fiankfott— Schluclen— Kuld— Erfurth—LeipBic— 
Ducben — Potadam — Beilia 


CHAPTER  II. 

Anfterraunde — Stettin — Corbeii — CMbeo — Romini — 
Zanaw—Scblava — Lauenburg— Neuatadt — Dont. 
lie — Koningsberg — Curiach  Haff— Memel — FrOD. 
lagen  —  Mittan— Riga  —Dorpat— Narva  _  Yam. 
berg — Kipene — St  Pctenburg 


CHAPTER  m. 

St  PeinsbuTg— Tzarako  Selo— Toina— NoTgoiod^ 
Zsitzaia—  YedioTi—Viihaey.  Volotcbok — Tot^oek 
^Trer—Oiridoya—JIfoteow — Vladiinir Dr»V- 


Xll  CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

PAOK. 

TheVolga--Makariieff--Ku8inodemian8k--Tcheback- 
sai'— VutchL-.Kazan— Perm— Koungour — Souk- 
soum,  Demidoff's  Zavod — Achitskaya  Kiepost— 
KrasDOufinsk— Bdimbaiefsky  Zavod — Ekatherine- 
bourg  —  Berezofiky -^  KamiBhloff—  Tumen-—  To- 
bolsk     75 


CHAPTER  V. 

Brief  History  of  Western  Siberia,  and  of  its  Conque- 
ror Yeuuak— Imalak— Ingeary — ^Kaminski — Ka. 
miaart— Ishim^TusnaboloYa— -Toakalinsk — Omsk 
•—The  Kirguise  .1.  Calmucks  -^eliezinskay a^- Ya- 
mishersk  —  Poyanoyarsk  —  Ubinsk  —  Uvarova  — 
Alexandrofsk— Bouktourma — Krasnojarsk — Maloi 
Narymsk — Chinese  Frontier — ^The  Irtish — Ustka- 
menegorsk—Ismayelova— Neighbourhood  of  the 
Koly  van  — Kalmanka  — ^Bamaoule  — Tomsk — Kioff 
— Krasnochinsky  ~^  Bagota  »-  A  tchinsk — Krasno- 
jarsk—Kansko — Ingashe — Nishney  Udinsk — Ir- 
kutsk      107 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Irkutsk— .Vercholen8k—.Kiienga — Vittim — Jerbat — 
The  Tongoufliana.  Olekminsk—Bistack— Yakutsk 
—The  Lena.  Aldan— The  Toukoslar — Baralass— 
TheSartan— TheBouTOulak— Tabalak— The  Tos- 
tak  and  Dogdoiu— Kabbxegah^  &c.  rivers — The  Ra- 
soka— The  Biekhall  and  Bludenayah— The  Chou- 
boukalah,  Galanimah,and  Indigirka — Zashiversk — 
Biousniekah— SordaL— The  A&zea — Middle  Koly- 
ma—Malone — Nishney  Kolymsk 158 


CHAPTER  VII. 

XXstiofnayaFQiEtxei 
iff  the  fair  bM  there  with  the  Tchviku^  tnbe— 0\»- 


Niabney  JSraiFiiiAlE-.»OBtnyfiiaya  FoJEtteia— Description 
ir  Add  there  with  the  Tchulcu^  tnbe—C 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER  Vm. 


DepoTtura  from  the  Koljma — LiptdE — Stcdnc  Ko- 

Iftusk — Kosatchcf  Osliog — Verchne  Kalymtk 

The  Zyzanka — Uokuwibetie  uid  Bochiera — Uou- 

louktnk — Kourouick — TerachUck,  He Kouiduk 

Atidige/an — In  tack — Oniehon —  Nctb —  Indigirka, 
rivers— The  ToDgouri  Tnb«_The  Knudausau  add 
KauDOuuaksala  tiveis — The  Okou — Ukolik    .     .    '2i'>S 

CHAPTER  IS. 

ResMiiisfordetenniDiiigUi  iclum  to  Europe — Deaerip- 
tinn  of  Okotik— ObscriaiioDB  on  the  narigatiDn  of 
the  AauraT— KuTile  Isluidft— St  Peter  and  St  Paul's 
Captauu  VB>uilicS~B  and  Kolxebue't  Expedilioiu  304 


TO  HfS  EXCE]:.LENCT 

MICHAEL  SPERANK8I, 

XATE 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL  OF  SIBERIA, 

&c  &c.  &c. 

Most  Excellent  Sib, 

In  taking  the  liberty,  without  having 
in  the  first  place  asked  your  Excellency's 
permission,  of  dedicating  this  New  Edition 
of  the  following  Narrative  of  my  Journey 
throughRussiaand  Siberian  Tartary  to  your 
Excellency,  I  do  so,  to  express  my  grateful 
remembrance  of  the  kindness  and  assistance 
which  your  Excellency  afforded  me  in  the 
heart  of  Siberia,  as  well  as  elsewhere. 

Unaccustomed  to  the  language  of  adula- 
tion,— and  your  Excellency's  desires  are 
above  it, — I  claim  but  the  continuation  oi 
ihat  Idndness,  condescensiouy  and  good  o^v- 


XVI  DEDICATION. 

nion  which  I  was  honoured  with :  and  trust- 
ing to  the  well-known  generosity  of  your 
Excellency  to  pardon  unintentional  faults, 
I  subscribe  myself, 
With  all  respect, 

Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient  and 

Faithfully  obliged  Servant, 

JOHN  DUNDAS  COCHRANE. 


PREFACE 


TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 


It  has  not  been  the  kind  partiality  of  my  friends, 
the  common  apology  for  an  uninteresting  or  ill  writ* 
ten  book,  which  has  induced  me  to  launch  upon 
the  worid  the  following  narrative  of  my  journey  to 
the  utmost  northern  and  eastern  limits  of  the  Rus- 
sian empire ;  nor  has  it  arisen  from  a  vain  idea  of  my 
being  qualified  for  a  task  of  the  kind.     No  person 
(except  the  foreign  nobleman  under  whose  special 
countenance  the  principal  part  of  the  undertaking 
was  accomplished)  has  recommended  such  a  pro- 
ceeding.    The  publication,  therefore,  whether  of 
merit  or  demerit,  is  entirely  prompted  by  the  no- 
velty of  the  journey,  and  of  the  mode  of  accom- 
plishing it ;  for,  even  in  these  days  of  wonderful 
achievements,  it  has  excited  some  surprise  that  a 
Captain  of  the  Britibh  Navy  should  undertake  a 
jonmey  of  many  ihonsands  of  miles,  alone,  on  foot, 
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and  over  a  conntiy  considered  as  next  to  impass- 
able. That  the  jonrney  has  only  in  part  been  per- 
formed on  foot,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  liberality 
of  the  Russian  government,  as  well  as  to  the  hos- 
pitality of  its  people.  Had  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
however,  refused  the  assistance  I  required,  solicit- 
ed, and  obtained,  I  am  free  to  declare  that  it  is 
next  to  impossible  to  traverse  his  empire  on  foot. 
I  fairly  made  the  experiment.  For  a  long  time  I 
adopted  that  economical  mode  of  travelling,  imtil 
the  pressing  solicitations  of  every  one  convinced 
me  it  would  be  folly  to  decline  any  longer  the  ac- 
ceptance of  such  offers  as  they  were  pleased,  from 
real  benevolence,  to  make  me. 

I  frequently  walked,  and  as  frequently  rode,  and 
was  thus  enabled  to  go  over  a  vast  extent  of  coun- 
try in  a  short  time  ;  and  such  is  the  kind  disposi- 
tion of  the  Russian  character  towards  a  stranger, 
as  evinced  in  my  case,  I  feel  convinced  that,  by 
studying  their  manners  and  customs^  partaking  of 
their  amusements,  showing  respect  to  their  reli'' 
gion,  and  otherwise  conforming  to  their  rude  no' 
tions,  the  empire  of  Russia 'may  be  traversed  by 
a  foreigner  in  every  direction,  with  much  conve- 
nience, plenty  of  food,  good  lodgings,  and  erven 
suitable  raiment,  without  molestation,  and  this  for 
80  inconsiderable'  a  sum,  that  to  name  it  were  to 
challenge  disbelief.  I  shall,  therefore,  only  state, 
ibat  the  expenses  of  my  journey  from  Moscow  to 
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Iikntsk  (by  the  route  I  went,  six  Uioiiiand  miles,) 
certainly  £b11  short  of  a  guinea. 

Sach  being  the  case,  such  being  the  noyelty  of 
the  journey,  such  being  our  ignorance  of  Siberia, 
and  every  thing  connected  with  the  public  institu- 
^ons  of  that  distant  part  of  the  world,  I  consider 
it  my  duty,  as  well  as  my  interest,  to  submit  to 
the  candour  of  an  indulgent  public  the  following 
pages*  Effectually  to  disarm  the  critic,  I  need 
only  say  that  I  entered  into  the  cockpit  of  a  man- 
o^war  at  the  yery  early  age  of  ten.  If  that  be 
not  sufficient,  let  the  fact  of  a  journey  of  more 
than  thirty  thousand  miles,  performed  under  pe- 
culiar circumstances,  be  taken  as  a  set-off  against 
m  want  of  powers  better  fitting  an  author  than  a 
Cniyeller. 

I  cannot,  howeyer,  but  entertain  a  hope,  that 
iim  narrative  will  be  found  not  void  of  interest.  It 
conUins  no  alterations  from  the  original  notes ;  it 
has  simply  been  lopped  of  those  branches  which 
could  not  interest  the  English  reader ;  probably, 
it  has  Bot  eyen  yet  been  sufficiently  pruned,  for  I 
fear  I  haye  still  left  marks  of  haying  pryed  into 
proceedings  which  may  i^pear  not  to  have  come 
within  my  province.  When  my  readers,  however, 
connder  1^  peculiar  situation  in  which  I  was 
placed  for  more  than  three  years,  I  hope  they  will 
give  lae  credit  for  the  impartiality  of  my  opinions, 
and  the  truth  oi  my  statementM^    Respecting  tV^ 
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character  of  the  Russiaois,  I  do  not  feel  myself 
competent  to  give  what  may  he  termed  a  proper 
description.  I  might  be  charged  with  a  want  of 
impaitiality^  and  therefore  prefer  that  my  readera 
should  form  their  own  estimate,  after  a  due  consio^ 
deration  of  the  facts  stated  in  my  narrative.  The 
variety  of  conflicting  testimonies  has  rendered  the 
task  still  more  difficult ;  some  who  have  written 
upon  the  suhject  have  grossly  exaggerated,  while 
others  have  advanced  assertions  totally  unfounded. 
Thus  much,  however,  I  will  take  upon  myself  to 
say,  that  no  people  have  made  more  rapid  strides 
towards  civilisation,  and  moral  and  intellectual  im-* 
provement,  than  all  classes  of  the  Russians  ;  and 
further  I  say,  that  their  catalogue  of  failings,  for 
they  do  not  merit  the  appellation  of  crimes,  by  no 
means  exceeds  those  of  other  countries. 

There  is  another  groimd  on  which  I  would  fain 
persuade  myself  that  these  pages  may  be  produc* 
tive  of  some  good  ; — ^may  they  not  prove  the  means 
of  stirring  up  the  enterprising  spirit  of  those  who 
have  better  means  and  greater  talents  than  I  pre- 
tend to  ?  Should  a  traveller  who  has  the  pecu- 
niary means,  the  requisite  talents,  and  the  spirit 
and  perseverance  indispensable,  enter  upon  the 
vast  fields  of  Tartary,  he  will  find  ample  scope  for 
the  exercise  of  his  genius,  whether  he  be  a  philo- 
sopher, a  botanist,  a  naturalist,  or  an  historian.  For 
myself,  I  profess  only  to  have  9cted  in  the  capa^- 
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City  of  a  rongh  pioneer ;  and,  having  cleared  the 
WBy,  I  leave  the  road  open  for  the  scientific,  to 
porsae  his  jonmey  when  it  best  suits  him. 

To  the  impatient  mind  these  pages  may  also  af- 
ford a  salutary  lesson.  Should  such  a  character 
peruse  this  narrative,  and  trace  me  through  a  long, 
laborious^  and  highly  perilous  journey,  contrasting 
the  £requent  miserable  situations  in  which  I  have 
been  placed  with  his  comparatively  happy  one,  he 
will,  I  trust,  learn  <<  to  be  content ;"  he  will  also 
]eam,  that  there  are  few  difficulties  which  patience 
and  spirit  may  not  overcome,  and  that  man  may 
fearlessly  go  where  he  will,  ao  long  as  his  conduct 
answora  to  his  movements. 

I  may  be  allowed  to  add,  that,  after  such  a  jour- 
ne7, 1  might  be  supposed  cured  of  the  spirit  of 
travelling,  at  least  in  so  eccentric  a  way ;  yet  the 
supposition  is  far  from  the  fact,  for  as  I  am  con- 
scious that  I  was  never  so  happy  as  in  the  wilds 
of  Tartary,  so  have  I  never  been  so  anxious  to  en- 
ter on  a  similar  field  as  at  this  moment. 

The  Author. 
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TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 


In  presenting  to  the  public  an  enlarged  and  cor^ 
rected  edition  of  this  Work,  the  Author  avails  him- 
self  of  such  an  opportunity  to  return  to  the  public 
who  have  read,  and  to  those  reviewers  who  have^ 
kindly  criticised  it,  his  thanks  for  the  patronage  of 
the  former,  and  for  the  liberal  indulgence  which 
has  been  extended  to  him  by  the  latter.  The  few 
critics  who  have  in  any  way  censured  the  peculiar 
mode  of  travelling  adopted  by  the  Author  in  th& 
prosecution  of  his  journey,  may  rest  assured,  that 
in  no  other  manner  could  he  have  proceeded  to 
the  extremities  of  Asia ;  and  as  he  is  quite  satis- 
fied that  such  observations  could  only  have  arisen 
from  mistake,  he  begs  leave  to  return  them  also 
his  thanks  for  the  attention  which  they  have  drawn 
to  his  work. 

June,  1824. 
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TO  THE  THIRD  EDITION. 


I  SHOULD,  indeed,  ill  deserve  the  attention  which 
the  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review  has  devoted 
to  the  Narrative  of  my  Journey  through  Siberia 
and  Tartary,  were  I  to  feel  ruffled  by  either  of  the 
severe  remarks  which,  in  his  judgment,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  visit  me  with ;  so  far  from  such  a  feel- 
ing, I  feel  obliged  to  him — ^nor,  indeed,  am  I  dis- 
appointed; I  am  only  surprised  that  I  have  not 
been  more  severely  handled  by  the  learned  critics 
in  general,  in  spite  of  the  original  preface  which 
I  had  hoped  would  have  disarmed  them.  With 
respect  to  the  Quarterly^  in  particular,  I  can  only 
say,  that  although  it  has  had  no  effect  in  causing 
this  third  edition,  still  I  feel  confident  it  will  have 
the  effect  of  rendering  more  rapid  the  sale  of  it ; 
for  whoever  will  read  the  flattering  concluding  pa- 
ragraphs, will,  I  doubt  not,  come  to  the  same  ea« 

lisfactory  joafereoce^ 
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Having  thus  made  due  acknowledgments,  I  sball 
beg  leave  to  remark  upon  a  few  of  their  unsfvi^ 
ported  charges ;  and  in  doing  so  I  hope  to  proceed 
with  perfect  good  humour,  conscious  that  no  ill 
will  was  intended;  and  if  I  do  it  in  a  slovenly 
manner,  I  still  hope  for  fresh  latitude,  in  consideiw 
ation  of  this  third  edition  being  ready  for  binding 
— a  circumstance  I  could  not  have  known  in  time, 
arriving,  as  I  have  done,  only  this  day  from  South 
America ;  coupled  also  with  the  singular  fact,  that 
the  second  edition  was  published  the  very  day  that 
I  left  London. 

The  first  diarge  broi^ht  against  me  consists  ifi 
the  assertion,  thiU;  the  work  is  in  general  without 
dates,  and  that,  iJierefore,  what  I  have  told  has  ndt 
always  been  comedy  told.    Now,  I  am  no  logi- 
cian, but  this  does  not  appear  to  me  a  candid  or 
justifiable  mode  of  criUcizing  a  work,  because  ft 
lA  a  direct  tax  upon  veracity  aJUme.    Surely  a  fiM^ 
may  be  stated,  without  specifying  the  time  idien 
it  took  place ;— nor  is  the  Editor  borne  out  in  Ids* 
assertion,  or  insinuation,  by  his  supposed  subse- 
quent proof,  that  I  have  asserted  what  I  could  not 
have  known.    In  order,  however,  to  account  for 
the  omission  of  dates,  I  must  tell  the  public,  that 
if  a  blander  was  committed,  it  has  not  been  bjr 
me,  but  by  no  less  a  literary  gentleman  llian  IMfr 
Barrow ;  his  opimon  and  advice,  with  such  a  no^ 
vice  as  I  am^  in  a  literary  view,  oiiglit  to  havs 
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been  followed  ;  his  knowledge  of  the'  most  agree- 
able forms  of  bringing  a  work  before  the  pnbUe  is 
80  well  known,  that  I  am  certain  the  same  public, 
as  well  as  the  Quarterly y  will  excnse  the  blunder, 
and  leave  veracity  as  it  stood. 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  the  general 

onussion  of  dates  were  rather  curious ;  and  as  Mr 

BaiTow  may  have  forgot  the  conversation  which 

passed  between  us  at  the  Admiralty,  I  shall  relate 

it,  and  I  do  so,  because  I  have  not  time  to  acquaint 

that  gentleman  with  my  intention  of  publishing  it, 

— ^this  explanation  will,  I  hope,  plead  my  apology 

with  Mr  Barrow : — Upon  my  return  to  England, 

&om  Russia,  and  when  about  to  commence  the 

narrative  of  my  journey,  I  was  desired  to  submit 

it  toMr  Barrow,  previous  to  publication — I  did  so, 

with  a  perfect  knowledge  that  it  would  bene6t 

much.     When  he  came  to  that  part  of  it  which 

states  my  departure  from  St  Petersburg  on  the 

24th  May,  I  remarked  that  the  moon  was  near  her 

fuU  ;  Mr  Barrow,  with  his  accustomed  ingenuity 

and  foresight,  referred  to  the  almanack,  by  which 

it  appeared  that  there  was  no  moon  at  all  on  the 

2^th  May  ;  accordingly,  at  our  next  meeting,  he, 

wishing  to  prevent  my  falling  into  so  gross  an  error, 

kindly  said,  <<  that  I  intended  keeping  company 

with  Bruce,  the  African  traveller,  who  showed 

the  Abyssinians  an  eclipse  which  was  not  visible 

in  Africa,  vlLibovgh  it  waa  so  elsewhere  "     Coii« 
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8cioii8  that  I  bad  not  written  what  was  not  true, 
be  referred  to  my  assertion  of  the  nemfidl  nwm 
on  tbe  24tb,  and  compared  it  with  the  almanack  $ 
I  referred  to  my  passport,  it  is  dated  the  24th,  and 
I  knew  the  moon  to  be  foil  on  that  day,  for  it  was 
old  stykr^^  riddle  was  thns  explained ;  for  new 
style  being  the  12th  May,  the  moon  was  near  her 
full.  While  in  Russia,  I  adapted  myself,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  to  every  circumstance  connected  widi 
that  empire ;  among  others,  to  that  of  following 
their  O.  S.  I,  howerer,  agreed  with  Mr  Barrow 
that  it  would  be  better  to  leave  dates  out,  as  sueh 
might  cause  a  confusion ;  and  where  only  a  per* 
sonal  nairative  was  intended^  could  not  consider  it 
of  much  consequence.  This  tedious  explanation, 
I  hope,  will  be  pardoned,  in  consequence  (tf  the 
hasty  inference  drawn  from  it  by  the  Qvarierly. 

With  respect  to  the  next  charge,  a  mppoaed 
more  serious  one*  I  think  differently.  I  was  not 
employed  by  tbe  Admiralty  to  undertake  a  joiuney 
through  Siberia  or  Tartary ;  as  such  I  cannot  have 
acted  derogatory  to  my  rank  or  character.  The 
Admiralty,  while  I  was  on  half-pay,  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  one  or  the  other.  I  got  no  L.5000 
advance  to  fit  me  out  with  telescopes,  thermome- 
ta«,  barometers,  or  the  like  appendages  of  a  sci- 
entific expedition.  I  had  no  such  olject  in  view* 
It  was  enough  for  me  that  I  had  their  Lordships' 
Imve  to  travel,  npim  certain  conditionB—- thoM 
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i  Gonditions  I  conpUed  with;  and  it  matten  not 
haw  I  tntTelled,  how  I  dressed^  how  I  fiured,  or 
how  I  got  on.  I  did  certainly  intend  a  pedestrian 
trip ;  that  I  fonnd  impossible  in  many  oases,  from 
a  Taiiety  of  causes,  none  so  strong  as  the  hospi- 
tality of  the  Russians,  who  will  not  allow  you  io 
havd  om  foot  ^  they  have  a  horse  to  lemd  ;  BBj, 
what  will  the  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  saj,  when 
I  assert,  and  appeal  to  the  Groyemor-General  Spe- 
laaski  for  the  troth  of  my  assertion,  that  officers  of 
the  highest  cast,  ^dien  trayelling  in  Siberian  Tar- 
tary,  scarcely  ever  pay  for  provisions  ?-i-the  natives 
will  not  take  the  money,  and  if  they  did,  I  doubt 
what  they  ooold  or  would  charge,  when  the  ex« 
traordinary  low  price  of  provisions  is  taken  into 
consideration.  J  have  often  seen  the  owners  of 
horses  fighting  for  the  honour  of  driving  a  superior 
officer,  gratis ;  also  have  I  seen  them  tackle  on 
three  and  four  extra  horses,  that  such  an  officer 
should  go  with  more  than  states  that  is,  with  great 
inconvenience ;  and,  were  it  not  for  the  beauty  and 
breadth  of  the  roads,  I  might  say  with  danger.  To 
smn  vp  with  the  hospitality  of  the  Russians,  espe- 
cially those  of  Siberia,  I  will  <mly  add,  that  no- 
thing is  80  easy  as  to  gain  admittance  into  their 
mansions  or  dwellings,  nor  any  thing  so  diffi  cult 
as  to  leave  them. 

The  charge  brought  against  me,  of  stating  the 
degHMo  of  cddifliJtfFaiZfe/ of  fiiaitan;  without  \]^ 


•  •• 
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aid  of  a  thermometer,  is  also  without  foundations 
It  is,  however,  true,  that  I  lost  the  few  instrument*' 
I  had  taken  from  St  Petersburg  soon  after  I  left, 
that  capital ;  but  such  a  fact  was  no  reason  why  I. 
could  not,  or  did  not,  procure  others.    Does  the; 
Editor  of  the  Qtiarterly  suppose,  that  Russia  is: 
so  backward  in  the  possession  of  astronomical  in-, 
struments  ?  If  so,  it  is  a  mistake ;  and  I  could  say, 
that  their  officers  are  possessed  of  more  scientific 
instruments  than  ours  in  general  are.  The  truth  is^r 
I  procured  athemnometer  at  Moscow,  a  second  at; 
Yakutsk,  and  a  third  at  the  Kolyma.  When  I  have; 
marked  so  low  as  42^  of  Reaumur,  I  beg  to  in-;, 
form  the  Reviewer  that  he  must  not  suppose  ^at^,-; 
in  Siberia,  there  are  not  hundreds  of  spirit  ther«; 
mometers,  and,  such  being  the  case,  I  marked  whet, 
number  of  degrees  it  showed  by  Reaumur,  and  not, 
by  Fahrenheit,  which  I  then  considered  was  a  ther-u 
mometer  more  befitting  a  warm  climate. 

When  I  stated  having  seen  the  thermometer  sof 
low  as  .42°  of  Reaumur,  and  brought  in  the  testi-;. 
monies  of  Admiral  SaretchefiT  and  Captain  Billings ; 
to  bear  out  my  assertion,  I  did  it,  not  from  a  doubt: 
of  its  truth,  but  from  a  desire  that  the  unfounded, 
assertion  of  this  same  Quarterly  Reviewer^  some.- 
years  ago,  should  not  be  tolerated, — ^that  Captain . 
Parry  had  wintered  on  the  coldest  spot  of  the  globe. , 
I  do  not  believe  a  thing  of  the  kind.  I  cannot  doubt 
hut.  that  many  of  the  most  eastern  parts  of  Nor-  j 
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them  Siberia  sre  infinitely  colder  than  Melville 
Islaiid.  My  assertion  of  4i2?  of  cold  would  have 
ken  discredUedy  when  the  Quarterly  knew  my 
entire  want  of  scientific  knowledge,  and  the  super* 
ibandant  quantity  possessed  by  him  and  Captain 
Parry,  who  found  no  more  than  57®  of  Fahrenheit. 

I  thank  the  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  for  his  very 
ingenious  and  logical  query,  (vide  p.  224;)  where 
he  says,  *•*  We  are  not  surprised  that  these  poor 
people  (the  inhabitants  of  the  Kolyma)  should  be 
subject  to  many  diseases,  more  especially  the  scur- 
ry ;  but  we  are  somewhat  staggered^mth  the  Cap- 
tain's assertion,  that  it  is  cured  <  by  the  consump- 
don  of  raw  fish,  during  the  winter ;'  but,  if  cured 
in  the  winter,  how  happens  it  that '  in  summer,  the 
discaae  never  fails  to  abate  with  the  arrival  of  fresh 
fish  ?'  If  it  be  cured  in  the  winter,  and  abates  in 
the  somm^,  when  does  it  exist  in  force  ?"  I  re-^ 
ply,  in  winter  the  scurvy  ra^e$,  and  that  it  is  cured 
in  winter  by  the  consumption  of  raw  fish ;  also  I 
agree  that  it  abates  with  the  arrival  of  fresh  fish* 
To  get  out  of  this  apparent  logical  difficulty,  to 
the  Quarterly  would  be  a  hard  task ;  not  so  to  me, 
who  am  now  taking  advantage  of  the  shrewd  and 
active  mind  so  graciously  granted  me  by  the  Quar-- 
taiy. 

The  scurvy  rages  during  winter  with  the  poorer 
and  consequently  with  tiie  greater,  proportion  o( 
the  inhabitants  of  Ae  Kolyma,  because  tfaey^  the 
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poorer  sort,  eannot  afford  to  eat  raw  fisb,  it  being 
an  article  of  luxury.  It  is  true,  that  a  most  pro- 
digious quantity  of  fish  is  caught  on  the  banks  of 
the  Kolyma,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  such  a 
quantity  is  eaten  rati?;  indeed  it  is  only  a  very 
small  proportion  that  can  be  so  consumed,  and  that 
quantity  is  naturally  bought  up  and  retained  by  the 
more  wealthy  part  of  the  community. 

Herrings  are  the  principal  productions  of  the 
Kolyma,  and  are  retained  for  the  dogs.  Red  sal- 
mon constitute  the  next  quantity,  and  are  univer- 
sally used  by  all  classes,  by  being  boiled,  or  dried 
up  into  youkola.  The  nailma,  and,  I  think  the 
osioter,  being  white  fish,  are  the  only  species  that 
are  eaten  in  a  raw  state  ;  while  mocksou  and  mock- 
son,  are  expressly  converted  into  youkola,  one  for 
man  and  the  other  for  dogs.  There  is  also  ano- 
ther reason  why  the  poorer  classes  cannot  partake 
of  raw  fish  ;  it  is  not  only  dear  and  scarce^  but  it 
is  a  most  extravagant  mode  of  eating  fish,  for  a 
person  can  consume  three  times  the  quantity  in  a 
raw  state,  that  he  can  either  boiled  or  in  the  way 
of  youkola.  I  hope  this  statement  will  be  under- 
stood by  my  readers. 

With  respect  to  the  memoir  which  I  addressed 
to  the  Royal  Society^*  and  which  may  be  deemed 

*  This  Memoir,  and  the  Map  which  iUmtratei  it,  will  be- 
found  Ja  iii$  Mcood  volume..«£D.  of  C  M. 
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imiiitelligible  without  at  all  ofifending  me,  I  have 
BotiiiDg  to.  say.  Had  there  been  any  real  and  sub- 
gtantial  reason  for  refusing  the  memoir,  I  feel  cer- 
tiin  the  all-knowing  Editor  would  freely  have  given 
it.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  do  still  maintam  that  I  had 
a  right  to  expect  common  civility  and  common 
courtesy  from  Sir  H.  Davy  and  his  colleagues  in 
eooncil ;  and  I  still  assert  that  their  conduct  has 
betrayed  a  want  of  fair  dealing,  unpardonable  in 
any  one^  but  more  especially  censurable  in  a  learn- 
ed, an  enlightened,  and  a  public  body. 

In  page  226  the  learned  Editor  seems  to  forget 
his  own  want  of  propriety.  He  has  before  much 
harped  upon  the,. derogatory  manner  in  which  I 
travelled,  &c.  so  improper  for  a  person  of  my  rank  ; 
and  yet,  in  speaking  of  my  wife,  he  terms  her  a 
KamtchcUka  girL  As  far  as  age  could  warrant  the 
term,  he  may  be  correct;  but  I  should  have  expect- 
ed his  very  refined  notions  of. propriety  might  have 
induced  him  to  have  extended  the  trouble  he  took 
in  writing  about  her,  to. have  called  her  a  young 
lady.  Tbere^  however,  seems  to  have  been  a  lurk- 
ing desire  to  have  added  more  than  had  a  reference 
to  my  narrative ; — the  causes  are  known  to  me  as 
well  as  to  the  Editor. 

With  respect  to  that  hankering  after  reasons 
why  I  did  not  go  over  to  America,  and  the  desire 
the  Editor  has  to  induce  me  to  charge  the  Russian 
government  with  preventing  it,  because  there  waa 
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already  a  Russian  £:i^editioii  there, — ^I  i(iie<}iiivo-' 
cally  declare  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  ne* 
ver  was  stopped  by  them  from  going  where  I  chose ; 
they  did  me  the  honour  to  grant  me  a  carte  blanchey 
which  I  did  not  abuse.  With  regard  to  the  asser- 
tion,  that  I  have  referred  to  the  reasons  before 
ffiven,  and,  as  the  £ditor  says,  nowhere  stated,  he 
might  have  imagined  what  was  correct,  viz.  that  I 
referred  to  the  reasons  given  for  not  going  with 
Baron  Wrangel,  in  a  letter  dated  from  the  Kolyma^ 
and  which  were  such  as  any  honourable  officer 
would  have  given,  conscious  of  his  own  capacity, 
and  jealous  of  his  own  honour. 

The  Editor  is  very  fertile  in  finding  out  doubts 
of  my  veracity,  and  yet  he  finds  fouh  with  my  ha- 
ving previously  advanced  testimonies  of  it,  as  it 
ought  not  to  be  doubted ;  but,  he  lastly  tells  me, 
that  the  cause  of  my  saying  that  there  are  no  fe- 
males in  Maimatchin,  arises  from  merely  the  fact, 
that  the  Chinese  told  me  so.  Pray  how  would 
this  Oriental  reviewer  have  had  me  to  inquire  and 
satisfy  myself  except  as  I  did  ?  I  have  no  doubt 
of  the  truth  of  what  I  have  stated,  for  the  houses 
are  not  so  contrived,  as  I  have  explained  in  the 
narrative,  as  to  admit  of  a  space  and  secret  room ; 
and,  as  I  have  also  stated,  the  Chinese  at  Mai- 
matchin, and  the  Russians  at  Kiakhta,  live  upon 
more  friendly  terms  than  can  be  expected  else* 
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id  not  more  closely  averse'  with  respect- 
g  their  ladies,  as  asserted  by  the  reviewer. 
3rtaii)ly  give  other  reasons  in  coiroboni^ 
y  assertion,  did  propriety  permit  me ;  nor 
£  the  refined  delicacy  of  the  Editor  such 
3  induced  his  noticing  a  circumstance  of 
for,  in  various  parts  of  the  same  number, 
peculiarly  susceptible  of  his  tender  organs, 
ng  the  extraordinary  stories  I  have  re- 
the  gluttony  of  the  Yakuti,  &c.  I  am  not 
^ed  to  the  Quarterly  for  putting  me  in 
emy  of  Captain  Bobadil,  but  also  in  com- 
wo  of  his  <<  declared  bright  examples  for 
IS  of  ages  to  come,"  viz.  Captains  Parry 
1.    Methiuks  the  Editor  feels  rather  sore 

subject,  else  I  feel  confident,  neither  the 
gluttony  nor  my  abstemiousnesGT  would 
1  taken  notice  of.  It  is,  however^  not  un- 
to read  the  comparative  and  significant 
^tending  his  bright  and  scientific  exam- 

those  thrown  at  me ;  but,  I  will  tell  the 

would  rather  eat  raw  fish  (and  I  regret 
innot  send  him  some  for  trial)  than  be 
1  the  midst  of  plenty,  in  the  one  instance ; 

other,  be  compelled  to  roast  old  shoes, 
n  old  clothes,  nay,  to  eat  a  parcel  of  my 
1  companions. 
I  thank  the  Qiuirterly  for  his  complimea- 
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taiy  condudiog  paragraphs,  for  which  1  now  pre- 
sent him  a  third  edition,  and,  spite  of  fate,  hope  ta    J 
send  him  a  fourth  in  a  short  time. 


J.  D.  COCHRANE. 
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month  of  January,  1820|  I  addressed  a 
» the  Secretary  of  the  Lords  CommissioDera 
Admiralty,  offering  to  undertake  a  joomey 

interior  of  Africa,  which  should  have  for 
^  the  ascertaining  of  the  course  and  deter- 
Q  of  the  river  Niger.  Besides  the  hent  of 
I  inclination,  I  had  an  inducement  to  tibis 
lie  conviction,  established  by  experiencey  of 
ibility  to  encounter  the  ordinary  di£Giculties 
lestrian  traveller ;  having,  on  the  concluaioa 
aenlpetuje,  t/nveraed  on  foot  the  beaata&o^ 
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countries  of  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal — an  ex- 
carsion  in  which  I  certainly  underwent  a  full  pro^ 
portion  of  fatigue  and  privations ;  to  say  nothing 
of  those  I  had  for  years  before  been  in  the  habit  of 
undergoing ;  among  which  I  might  enumerate  two 
trips  from  Quebec  to  Lake  Ontario,  when  in  com- 
pany with  six  hundred  seamen,  whose  wry  faces 
and  swollen  feet  told  me  I  was  more  of  a  pedes- 
trian traveller  than  they. 

The  plan  I  proposed  to  follow  was  nearly  that 
adopted  by  Mungo  Park  in  his  first  journey ;  in- 
tending to  proceed  alone,  and  requiring  only  to  be 
furnished  with  the  countenance  of  some  constits* 
ent  part  of  the  government.  With  this  protection, 
and  such  recommendations  as  it  might  procure  me, 
I  would  have  accompanied  the  caravans  in  some 
servile  capacity,  nor  hesitated  even  to  sell  myself 
as  a  slave,  if  that  miserable  alternative  were  neces- 
sary, to  accomplish  the  object  I  had  in  view. 

In  going  alone,  I  relied  upon  ray  own  individaal 
exertions  and  knowledge  of  man,  unfettered  by  the 
frailties  and  misconduct  of  others.  I  was  then,  as 
now,  convinced  that  many  people  travelling  toge- 
ther for  the  purpose  of  exploring  a  barbarous  coun- 
try, have  the  less  chance  of  succeeding ;  more  espe- 
cially when  they  go  armed,  and  take  with  them 
presents  of  value.  The  appearance  of  numbers 
must  naturally  excite  the  natives  to  resistance,  from 
motives  of  jealousy  or  fear ;  and  the  danger  would 
be  greatly  increased  by  the  hope  of  plunder.  The 
death  of  the  whole  party,  and  consequently  the 
failure  of  the  expedition,  will  be  the  probable  re* 
suit  of  such  a  plan.  The  difficulty  of  finding  mtsBLi 
otherwise  suitable,  whose  constitutions  admit  an 
equal  degree  of  suffering  and  fiitigue,  is  also  great ; 
aad  $hat  of  coUectiog  a  aomber  of  people  gttol 
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the  doe  portion  of  those  vutues  without  whidi 
cpedition  of  discoveiy  could  succeed,  is  cer- 
'  a  greater. 

f  answer  from  the  Admiralty  was  nnfavour* 
expressing  an  unwillingness  to  countenance 
adertaking;  whether  from  tender  regard  to  the 
'  of  my  person,  or  because  they  considered 
an  expedition  foreign  to  their  department,  or 
what  other  reason,  I  shall  leave  the  reader  to 
ctare.  1  was  not,  however,  the  less  con- 
d  of  the  practicability  of  my  plan ;  a  plan 
I  I  consider  was  more  than  ordinarily  feasible 
^,  who  had  been  roasted  in  some  of  the  worst 
ra  of  the  West  Indies,  during  a  period  of 
f  ten  years*  service,  without,  I  may  say,  a 
eh.  Finding,  however,  that  a  young  com- 
er like  myself  was  not  likely  to  be  employed 
» much  less  ashore,  I  determined  to  undertake 
mey,  var3ring  only  the  object  and  the  scene, 
r  to  that  of  the  unfortunate  Ledyard,  viz.  to 
round  the  globe,  as  nearly  as  can  be  done 
dy  crossing  from  Northern  Asia  to  America, 
ihring's  Straits.  I  also  determined  to  per- 
the  journey  on  foot,  for  the  best  of  all  possi- 
Bsons,  that  my  finances  allowed  of  no  other, 
ig  procured  two  years'  leave  of  absence,  I 
%d  to  traverse  the  continents  of  Europe, 
and  America. 

B  only  candid  to  premise,  that  the  account  I 
•out  to  give  of  my  travels,  can  but  little  gra- 
le  scientific  reader.  I  confess  my  ignorance 
ural  history,  nor,  had  I  been  ever  so  skilful, 
I,  travelling  on  foot,  have  brought  away  with 
ly  specimens  of  animals,  plants,  or  minerals, 
no  means  of  carrying  with  me  such  instru- 
.  as  are  necessary  for  making  geographical  o\)« 
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servations  of  places^  of  the  state  of  the  air,  or  such 
other  matters  as  are  generally  expected  to  be  noted 
by  travellers ;  the  few  instruments  I  did  possess 
were  taken  fi^m  me,  as  will  hereafter  appear. 

My  first  and  leading  object  was  to  trace  the 
shores  of  the  Polar  Sea  along  America  by  land,  as 
Captain  Parry  is  now  attempting  to  do  by  sea ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  note  my  observations  on 
men  and  manners  in  the  various  situations  and  con- 
ditions of  nfe ;  for  which  such  a  journey  could  not 
fail  of  presenting  many  opportunities.  Having 
therefore  procured  such  documents  as  were  neces- 
sary, and  filled  my  knapsack  with  such  articles  as 
I  considered  requisite,  to  enable  me  to  wander 
through  the  wilds,  deserts,  and  forests  of  three 
quarters  of  the  globe,  I  quitted  London,  and  land- 
ed at  Dieppe  from  the  packet-boat. 

My  regret  at  quitting  the  shores  of  Albion  was 
not  likely  to  be  counterbalanced  by  any  pleasurable 
reflections  on  reaching  those  of  France ;  but  having 
been  forty  hours  on  board  the  packet  with  little  or 
nothing  to  eat,  I  cheerfully  submitted  to  the  ordeal 
of  the  French  searchers,  at  the  modest  price  of  a 
franc ;  and,  with  my  knapsack  on  my  back,  walk- 
ed on  to  one  of  those  most  accommodating  of  all 
places  of  entertainment,  announced  by  the  simple 
words  of  ^  logement  k  pied  ou  a  cheval."  I  there 
procured  a  bed  and  supper  for  the  same  reasonable 
price  that  I  had  paid  for  the  honour  done  me  in  the 
official  examination  of  my  precious  wallet. 

Being  reluctant  to  incur  the  expense  of  five 
francs,  to  obtain  my  passport  on  Sunday,  I  was 
content  to  devote  the  day  to  celebrate  the  eve  of 
my  buth-day,  of  the  Carnival,  and  of  St  Videntine ; 
having  visited  what  may  be  deemed  most  worthy 
in  the  pretty,  clean,  and  well-paved   town   of 
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Dieppe-i— the  retreat  for  the  vicious,  and  refuge  for 
the  luifortniiate. 

Monday,  I4th  Fehmary,  I  commenced  my  route 
towards  Paris,  over  a  well-cultivated  but  thinly 
peopled  country,  on  which  are  a  few  pleasant 
country  seats  and  neat  villages,  with  a  road  far  su- 
perior to  that  from  the  capital  to  Calais.  I  con- 
templated, as  I  jogged  along,  some  of  the  differ- 
ences between  France  and  Spain,  comparing  the  fa- 
cilities of  traversing  the  former,  to  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  attending  the  latter ;  and  contrasting 
the  senole,  frivolous,  and  seductive  Frenchman, 
with  the  noble,  proud,  and  hospitable  Don.  Nor 
is  the  scenery  of  the  two  countries  less  opposed  ; 
the  bold,  romantic,  fertile,  and  mountainous  fea- 
tures of  Spain,  to  the  long,  low,  sloping  declivi- 
ties, and  the  tame,  though  cultivated,  eminences  of 
France. 

About  a  mile,  however,  from  Rouen,  the  pro- 
spect became  more  interesting.  To  the  right  and 
in  iront  wound  the  silvery  Seine,  its  bosom  stud- 
ded with  vessels  to  a  degree  extraordinary  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  In  the  distance,  in  front  and 
to  the  left,  stood  the  city  of  Rouen,  with  the  spire 
of  its  truly  venerable  cathedral,  and  other  steeples 
and  public  buildings,  rising  over  various  parts  of 
the  city  ;  farther  to  the  left,  a  range  of  hills,  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  sloped  down  to  a  number 
of  handsome  chateaux  and  pretty  cottages ;  while 
the  lawns,  covered  with  cottons  and  linens  spread 
ont  to  bleach,  gave  an  air  of  cheerful  and  honour- 
able industry  to  this  portion  of  the  department  of 
Lower  Seine. 

I  put  up  at  a  table-d'hote,  and,  for  three  francs 
Srday,  procured  the  opportunity  of  viewing  the 
wonders  of  the  ancieD^  hut  dirty^  narrow,  aud 

a2 
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crooked-streeted  city  of  Rouen.  The  catbedinl  My 
of  course,  the  first  ohject  of  attraction  ;  but,  how* 
ever  beautiful  its  Gothic  design,  or  however  ex- 
cellent its  modem  improvements,  the  effect  of  both 
is  lost  from  the  peculiar  unfriendliness  of  its  situa* 
tion  ;  surrounded,  on  three  sides,  by  dirty  lanes,  so 
close  that  the  backs  of  some  of  the  houses  are  fbrm- 
ed  by  the  walls  of  the  cathedral.  The  interior 
corresponds  with  the  exterior  in  point  of  decon- 
tion ;  though  of  its  furniture  little  else  is  to  be  seen 
besides  enormous  piles  of  old  chairs.  I  left  this 
once  so  beautiful,  but  now  disfigured  edifice^  to 
wander  through  the  aisles  of  St  Owen,  a  fine  and 
perfect  Gothic  specimen,  whose  grandly  elevated 
roof,  and  highly  finished  painted  windowi,  seem 
capable  of  inspiring  a  religious  feeling  far  beyond 
those  of  the  cathedral.  The  archiepiscopa]  palace, 
the  barracks  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  a  large  Go- 
thic building  converted  to  public  ofiices,  and  the 
Hotel  de  Ville,  are  also  deserving  attention.  Rouen 
has  a  tolerable  library,  and  a  cabinet  of  paintings, 
including  numerous  pieces  of  the  old  school ;  their 
description  is  too  much  out  of  my  sphere  to  be  en- 
tered upon  ;  and,  were  it  otherwise,  the  indelicacy 
of  some  of  them  might  well  forbid  their  reception 
by  an  English  public. 

Ascending  Mount  St  Catherine,  I  now  oveN 
looked  the  river  and  great  part  of  the  surrounding 
country,  which,  even  at  this  season  of  the  yetr, 
presented  an  interesting  scene,  where  the  boule- 
vards^ by  far  the  cleanest  part,  stretch  along  thm 
sides  of  the  city  to  a  great  distance,  with  the  or 
thedral  and  other  churches  ;  the  beautiful  windingi 
of  the  Tiv€T,  now  bounded  by  high  and  chalky  clira, 
and  then  by  low  meadow-lands,  with  its  numer* 
ous  ii7liab]ted  and  well- cultivated  islands,  remind- 
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if  tbe  ^<  Cliinampas,"  or  floating  gardens  of 

it  St  Catherine  had  some  time  back  a 
ortress ;  though  now  scarcely  the  yestige 
11  remains.     Possibly  it  was  destroyed  on 

as  palpably  unnecessary  to  the  protection 
end  territory.  The  commnnication  across 
r  18  formed  by  a  heavy  bridge  of  boats, 

together  in  the  most  unskilful  manner,  the 
f  wood  admitting  of  little  or  no  play,  so 
y  daring  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  or  the 
ind  swellings  of  the  river.  The  great  nathn 
litain  some  useful  information  on  floating 
from  Oporto  to  Seville. 
med  to  the  city,  in  time  to  witness  what 
blic  feeling  was  exhibited  on  the  informa- 

reeeived  of  the  Duke  de  Bern's  assassina* 
id  having  gallantly  paid  my  devoirs  to  the 
'the Maid  of  Orieans,  deputed,  convinced 
oen,  like  other  great  cities,  presents  too 

be  seen^  and  too  little  to  interest, 
first  part  of  the  journey  from  Rouen  to 

on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  then  under 
8t  Catherine,  and  afterwards  over  a  con-* 
f  elevated  ground.  Cultivation  is  here  pur^ 
an  extensive  scale,  but  tb^  scene  is  unin- 
^  from  its  sameness  and  the  total  absence 
lures,  recalling  to  the  English  traveller  the 

beauties  of  his  own  country.  Passing  a 
y  villages,  you  reach  Bordeaux  de  Vign6  a 
a  considerable  town,  distant  twenty-eight 
Prom  hence  to  Paris  is  a  well-paved  road» 
the  ancient  town  of  Entreuil ;  tbe  country 
lomes  more  interesting  and  better  peopled, 
t  has  Httle  else  to  denote  its  proximity  to 
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the  second  capital  of  Europe.     I  arrived  late,  and 
put  up  at  the  Hotel  de  Conte. 

I  remained  at  Paris  several  days  waiting  for  my 
passports,  for  which  no  less  than  seven  signature! 
and  as  many  francs  were  required.  I  was  happy 
enough  to  find  a  worthy  friend  in  the  person  of  the 
late  Colonel  Mercer,  who,  with  his  amiahle  daugbr 
ters,  did  every  thing  possible  to  lessen  the  expense 
and  ennui  of  the  delay.  All  public  amusements 
were,  however,  prohibited  for  a  certain  period,  in 
consequence  of  the  Duke  de  Berri*s  death,  much, 
I  suspect,  to  the  mortification  of  the  Parisians,  who^ 
whatever  be  their  love  to  the  grand  monaarquey  ap- 
pear but  little  attached  to  his  august  iamUy. 

Paris  has  ever  appeared  to  me  dull,  probably 
from  my  want  of  means  to  enter  its  vortex  of  dis- 
sipation ;  but  as  I  was  not  wholly  insensible  to 
the  wish,  I  resolved  immediately  to  quit  it,  lea- 
ving to  others  the  task  of  describing  over  again  what 
has  so  often  been  described.  I  set  out,  therefore, 
on  the  20th,  with  the  intention  of  crossing  the 
Rhine  at  Frankfort,  taking  Nancy  on  the  road. 
Twenty-two  miles  on  my  route  lay  the  episcopal 
city  of  Meaux,  whose  cathedral  is  certainly  deser- 
ving of  notice,  inasmuch  as  its  exterior  is  complete- 
ly finished,  a  rare  case  with  French  cathedrals.  Thfli 
country  about  it  is  low,  and  as  uninteresting  as  the 
city  itself.  Passed  the  night  at  La  Fert6  sous 
Jouarre,  a  considerable  town  on  the  Mame,  cele- 
brated for  its  trade  in  mill -stones,  which  are  thence 
exported  in  great  numbers.  I  was  too  fatigued  to 
enjoy  more  of  the  comforts  of  a  decent  auberge 
than  that  of  a  bed,  such  as  it  was,  consisting  only 
of  a  blanket,  with  my  knapsack  for  a  pillow.  Reach- 
ed Port-a-Binson,  late  the  next  evening,  having 
gone  through  several  considerable  towns,  among 
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which  is  Chateau  Thierry,  beautifully  sitnated  oil 
both  banks  of  theMame,  connected  by  two  bridges, 
which  are  again  connected  by  an  island  in  the  cen- 
tra of  the  river.  The  country  here  assumes  a  more 
romantic  appearance,  and  the  people  seem  happier 
and  more  good  natnred,  with  less  of  that  forward 
and  impertinent  curiosity  so  characteristic  of  French 
manners.  At  a  distance  of  twenty-four  miles,  I 
reached  Chalons,  in  Champaigne.  It  was  not  pro- 
bable I  thenld  pass  this  province  without  tapping 
a  bottle  of  so  celebrated  a  wine,  with  which  the 
town  of  Epemay  furnished  me  for  three  francs 
and  a  half. 

Epemay,  with  its  scenery,  is  truly  romantic,  as 
obeenred  from  an  elevated  situation  above  Chateau 
Thierry.  It  reminded  me  much  of  the  scenery  in 
the  North  of  Portugal,  near  the  river  and  bridge  of 
Coa. 

Leaving  Chalons,  I  directed  my  steps  towards 
St  Dizier,  over  a  hilly  country.  The  road  was 
bad,  but  rendered  lighter  by  the  company  of  some 
pedestrian  travellers.  Our  route,  however,  was 
throngh  a  flourishing  vineyard  and  a  highly  pictu- 
resque scenery,  abounding  with  wood  and  water ; 
bat  dirty  and  populous  villages  everywhere  of- 
fended tne  eye,  presenting  a  strange  and  paradoxi- 
cal appearance,  as  if  health  and  dirt  were  as  con- 
genial in  France  as  health  and  cleanliness  are  in 
England. 

I  reached  St  Dizier  late  in  the  evening,  exceed- 
ingly fatigued;  put  up  at  a  decent  public-house, 
imre  were  plenty  of  other  travellers  enjoying  the 
comforts  of  a  Saturday  night,  when  an  extra  franc 
ii  spent.  The  latter  circumstance  I  mention,  that 
gentlemen  travellers  (I  know  not  to  what  classi- 
fication of  the  tribe  Laurence  Sterne  would  havo  Te- 
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ferred  me)  may  observe,  that  we  of  humbler  habiti 
and  pretensions  have  our  red  as  well  as  black  let« 
ter  days.  St  Dizier  is  an  ancient  town,  near  the 
navigable  part  of  the  Mame,  bnilt  in  the  year  951^ 
and  is  the  chief  town  in  the  department  of  the 
Mense,  lying  in  a  fertile  country.  Grapes  are  here 
abundant,  and  many  beautiful  views  may  be  glim'psr 
ed  through  thick  groves  and  vineyards,  commoa 
to  this  part  of  the  country.  Breakfasted  at  Bar- 
sur-Ornain^  generally  called  Bar*le-Dnc  The  next 
place  in  point  of  rank,  in  the  same  department,  i« 
Ligny,  with  a  collegiate  church,  and  a  palace  be« 
longing  to  the  Counts  of  the  same  name.  Passed 
through  Void  and  St  Aubin,  the  former,  apparent- 
ly, a  pleasant  lively  place,  containing  three  thou- 
sand inhabitants ;  thence,  through  Toul,  an  ancient 
bishopric  of  Lorraine.  The  country  was  hilly  and 
fertile,  producing  abundance  of  good  and  tolertibly 
cheap  wine. 

The  following  day  I  spent  at  Nancy,  enjoying 
the  beauties  of  this  Bath  of  France^  and  capital  of 
Lorraine.  It  is  still  a  fine  city,  although  dispos- 
sessed of  its  former  privileges  and  honours.  The 
buildings  in  general  are  noble ;  the  Hotel  de  Villa 
superb ;  the  Council  House,  in  the  new  square, 
very  fine ;  and  the  regularity  and  cleanliness  of  the 
streets  deserving  of  praise.  The  promenades  are 
kept  in  good  order,  and  every  thing  denotes  that 
Nancy  is  a  well-conducted  and  highly  civilized  city. 
I  took  the  benefit  of  a  warm  bath  in  excellent  style 
for  one  franc,  and  next  morning  departed,  taking 
the  road  to  Metz,  and  enjoyed  one  of  those  de- 
lightful walks  which  seldom  fall  to  the  lot  even  of 
a  traveller,  much  less  to  those  slaves  of  ease  who 
get  up  but  to  go  to  rest,  and  live  but  to  die.  The 
road  stretched  along  the  beautiful  banks  of  the 
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M ease,  winding  through  nnmerons  vallefs,  betwixt 
a  BQCcession  of  hills,  whose  summits  assumed  tho 
form  which  sailors  would  term  «  table  lands."  I 
crossed  the  river  by  a  well-built  modem  bridge, 
just  at  the  point  where  the  Meuse  falls  into  the 
Moselle.  The  fertility  and  industry  of  this  part 
of  France  are  alike  apparent ;  each  side  of  the  river 
was  a  continuity  of  vineyard  or  orchard,  the  river 
winding  round  the  forest-topped  hills,  branching 
out  at  intervals  into  several  streams,  and  then  uni« 
ting  in  a  sort  of  rapid.  The  numerous  towns  and 
villages,  everywhere  interspersed,  exhibited  their 
influence  on  the  scene,  pouring  out  to  their  health- 
ful occupations  a  thick  population  of  robust  and 
cheerful  labourers. 

On  the  last  day's  march  I  fell  in  with  one  of 
Napoleon's  soldiers,  who  had  had  the  misfortune  of 
being  for  two  years  and  a  half  immured  in  a  Rus- 
sian prison,  if  the  wilds  of  Siberian  Tartary  possess 
any  building  which  can  merit  such  an  appellation. 
lie  protested  *'  by  his  faith  and  respect  for  Napo-i 
leon ;"  and  if  I  may  judge  from  what  I  heard,  I 
must  suppose  the  expression  spoke  the  sentiments 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  Bourbon  subjects.  His 
veracity  was  indeed  questionable,  declaring  that  he 
had  been  seven  days  without  food,  at  Witepsk; 
and  that  out  of  five  hundred  and  thirty  Frenchmen 
confined  in  the  same  prison  with  himself,  but 
twenty-three  remained  alive  to  tell  the  dreadful 
tale.  It  took  them,  Ins  said,  eight  months'  travel- 
ling to  reach  their  destination  at  Tobolsk. 

He  was,  however^  a  lively  and  even  a  service-* 
ible  companion ;  for,  upon  complaining  of  my  feet 
becoming  blistered,  he  communicated  to  me  as  a 
secret,  a  mode  of  cure  which  I  have  never  found  to 
UL   It  is  rimply  to  rub  the  feet,  at  going  to  bed» 


12  M£TZ..     '* 

with  spirits  mixed  with  tallow  dropped  from  t 
lighted  candle  into  the  palm  of  the  hand.  On  the 
following  morning  no  blisters  will  exist;  the  spirit 
seems  to  possess  the  healing  power,  the  tallow 
serving  only  to  keep  the  skin  soft  and  pliant.  The 
soles  of  the  feet,  the  ankles,  and  insteps,  should  be 
rubbed  well;  and  even  where  no  blisters  eidtX, 
the  application  may  be  usefully  made  as  a  preven- 
tive. Salt  and  water  is  a  good  substitute ;  and^ 
while  on  this  head,  I  would  recommend  foot-tra^ 
Tellers  never  to  wear  right  and  left  shoes ;  it  is 
bad  economy,  and  indeed  serves  to  cramp  the  feet ; 
and  such  I  felt  to  be  the  case  as  I  arrived  at  Port- 
^-Marsan,  a  pretty  town,  with  a  good  inn  and  t 
better  market.  Thence,  over  a  viuiously  cultivated 
country,  I  reached  the  outworks  of  Metz,  situated 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Moselle  and  Seille,  two 
rivers  which  are  nearly  carried  round  the  city  by 
the  aid  of  canals,  &c 

Metz  is  a  place  of  great  importance  and  strengthi 
and  has  frequently  endured  the  horrors  of  a  siege. 
It  is  the  see  of  a  bishop,  whose  cathedral,  like  tM 
of  Rouen,  is  secluded  among  the  habitations  of 
barbers,  tailors,  and  cobblers ;  like  Rouen,  too,  it  ift 
but  a  dirty  place.  The  dwellings  of  the  Israelites 
are  restricted  to  a  particular  part  of  the  city ;  I  saw 
a  few  of  them,  with  their  long  beards  and  black 
cloaks — a  distinctive  dress  which  they  are  compi- 
led to  appear  in. 

Next  morning,  with  the  sound  of  the  bugle,  and 
at  the  opening  of  the  gates,  I  resumed  my  march, 
having  previously  sent  my  knapsack  by  the  dili- 
gence to  Frankfort.  The  day  proved  fine,  whidi 
enabled  me  to  reach  Sarrebruck,  five  miles  within 
the  barrier  of  Grermany.  The  scenery  was  wild 
^nd  interesting.     Many  cultivated  spotii  tmUed 
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tbroiigh  the  immenae  dark  forests ;  and  e^en  on  the 
frontier  line,  the  romantic  view,  combined  with  the 
thonght  of  entering  a  strange  conntry,  unknowing 
and  nnknov^,  and  ignorant  of  its  language,  had 
nearly  overpowered  me,  until  the  sight  of  a  neat  little 
pablic-house  brought  me  back  again  to  John  Bull 
and  his  happy  home.  And  although  that  part  of 
the  world  may  not  bear  a  comparison  with  Eng- 
land, Btiil  the  picture  had  many  points  of  resem- 
blance. The  country  was  highly  cultiFated,  and 
inhabited  in  the  manner  of  straggling  farms ;  and 
the  country  inn,  withlts  tap,  and  red- faced  landlord, 
cheering  fire,  plenty  of  good  beer,  tobacco,  a  smoky 
room,  with  boisterous  guests,  all  in  high  dispute  on 
politics,  and  keeping  up  Saturday  night,  were  no 
bad  emblems  of  England,  and,  as  such,  truly  ac- 
ceptable to  a  cold,  dispirited  English  traveller. 

After  a  walk  of  forty  miles,  I  supped  with  some 
itinerant  Jews,  upon  a  genuine  German  repast,  viz. 
milk  soup,  fricasseed  veal^  pancakes,  roast  joint, 
with  a  sausage,  called  in  London  brawn.  We  had 
also  our  dessert,  consisting  of  apples,  pears,  nuts, 
and  good  wine ;  and  with  such  fare  and  such  com- 
pany, I  was  bound  to  feel  happy.  Previous  to  re- 
tiring, I  could  not  help  remarking  the  difference  in 
the  education  of  a  German  and  a  Frenchman.  The 
frontiers  are  the  very  best  places  to  observe  it ;  ad- 
dress a  German,  however  poor  or  vulgar  his  con- 
dition, upon  any  subject,  and  his  answer  will  prove 
that  he  has  been  at  least  partially  educated.  Ac« 
cost  a  Frenchman  in  like  manner,  and  you  will  have 
for  answer,  <<  Monsieur,  cela  je  ne  puis  pas  vous 
dire,"  with  a  shrug  of  the  shoulders,  which  none 
bat  a  Frenchman  can  render  equally  expressive  or 
ridiculous*     Nor  does  the  comparison  stop  here. 

The  mannesB  of  the  people,  their  diet,  the  econo- 
roz,,  I.  B 
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my  and  cleanliness  of  their  houses,  liayi  the  mcH 
desty  of  their  females — ^in  a  word,  every  thing  that 
renders  life  agreeable,  remind  me  forcibly  that  I 
am  not  going  to  bed  in  France. 

I  slept  well,  and,  after  paying  twenty,  francs  for 
the  indorsement  of  my  passport,  having  neglected 
to  bring  the  Prussian  ckiw  from  Fkris,  I  resumed 
my  journey.  Three  leagues  over  an  uncultivated 
country,  I  passed  the  remains  of  an  old  castle  and 
mutilated  tower,  and  entered  upon  a  finer  prospect, 
with  the  pretty  little  town  of  Homburg  in  the  fore* 
ground,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountainous  precipice. 

At  Homburg  I  enjoyed  my  pipe  and  supper  iir 
company  with  my  German  landlord,  whose  extra- 
ordinary deference  to  my  opinion  was  calculated  to 
make  me  grow  in  favour  with  myself.  My  next 
destination  was  to  Kaisers  Lautem,  over  eight 
leagues  of  dreary  and  uninteresting  country.  Snow 
fell  in  considerable  quantities^  and  every  thing  as* 
sumed  the  most  dismal  appearance,  except  that  the 
cottages  and  smoke,  peeping  throu^  the  wood% 
denoted  that  something  like  man  was  not  distant 
At  Landshut  I  attended  the  Protestant  church,  ia 
spite  of  the  very  noisy  and  bad  singing,  and  the  re* 
mains  of  Romish  indulgences,  as  keeping  opdi 
shops,  playing  at  cards,  &c.  Resumed  my  journey 
over  an  unpleasant  wet  road.  The  countiy  appears 
ing  more  cultivated,  although  barren  of  population, 
induced  me  to  ask  who  tilled  the  lands ;  I  could 
only,  however,  conclude  that  a  class  of  people,  call- 
ed  Labradores  in  Spain,  come  here  to  earn,  like  the 
Irish  in  our  own  country,  a  little  money  to  enable 
them  to  go  back  to  their  homes. 

Kaisers  Lautem  is  a  considerable  town,  with 
seven  thousand  inhabitants.  It  is  well  built,  and 
BO  clean  as  to  present  somewhat  of  the  appearanoe 
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of  an  English  market  or  borough  town.  Its  situa- 
tion 18  agreeable,  surrounded  by  high  and  cultiFated 
lands.  It  is  said  to  belong  to  the  King  of  Bavaria 
at  present ;  at  least  the  public-house  at  which  I  put 
up  for  the  night  belonged  to  his  Majesty.  May- 
ence,  I  believe,  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Hesse 
Cassel.  Frankfort  is  a  free  city,  and  Prussia  is 
within  a  stone's  throw^  so  that,  in  fact,  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  know  under  whose  colours  I  was  wander- 
ing. So  much  for  the  acts  of  the  great  Vienna 
Congress,  which  have  placed  seven  flags  within  the 
compass  of  two  leagues. 

Bidding  adieu,  however,  to  Kaisers  Lautem  and 
politics,  I  passed  the  fertile  and  picturesque  plain 
on  which  it  stands,  and^  ascending  a  long  and  steep 
hill,  entered  on  a  close  country,  covered  with  thick 
and  impenetrable  forests ;  dined  at  Kirchin  Boland, 
and  reached  Alzey  late  in  the  evening.  The  inha- 
bitants were  not  remarkable  for  civility ;  for  the 
landlord  of  the  i^n  I  first  stopped  at,  actually  turn- 
ed me  out,  because  I  was  no  more  than  a  foot-tra- 
veller.  I  judged  it  better  to  pocket  the  afiront ; 
and,  having  purchased  a  small  loaf  of  bread,  I  push- 
ed on,  fatigued,  cold,  and  mortified,  till  I  reached 
a  cottage,  whose  adjoining  bam  furnished  my 
night's  shelter,  and  I  reposed  with  perfect  content 
upon  clean  hay.  Next  morning  I  quitted  my  hum- 
ble dwelling,  and,  accompanied  by  innumerable 
cirts,  carriages,  and  Jews,  proceeded  towards 
Frankfort.  I  arrived  at  Mayence,  stopping  at  the 
Imp^ial  hotel,  near  the  cathedral,  and  obtained  my 
first  view  of  that  city,  which  holds  so  high  a  rank 
m  Germany.  The  privileges  formerly  appertain- 
ing to  it  and  its  archbishop,  are  gone  on  the  same 
errand  as  many  others,  in  consequence  of  the  recent 
arrangements  of  the  Congress  of  jSovereigns.  • 
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The  Rhine  here  aRSumes  a  magnificent  appear- 
ance, alK>ut  the  same  width  as  the  Thames  at 
Westminster,  and  is  crossed  by  a  bridge  formed 
of  fifty-two  boats,  six  handred  and  thirty  paces  in 
length.  Passing  through  a  small  fortified  place  op- 
posite to  the  city,  I  pursued  tlie  road  to  Frankfort ; 
and,  after  walking  over  an  elevated  and  romantic 
country,  (whose  general  scenery  reminded  me  of 
the  Sierras  of  Placentia,  viewed  from  the  high  mad 
between  Badajos  and  Madrid,  heightened  as  the 
comparison  is  by  the  striking  similarity  of  the  pro« 
dnctions,)  I  was  at  length  gratified  with  entering 
the  free  and  independent  city  of  Frankfort. 

The  approach  is  very  pleasing,  amidst  orchards, 
gardens,  and  vineyards  ;  and  one  of  those  small  bat 
beautiful  towns,  belonging  to  the  opulent  mei> 
chants,  is  contiguous  to  the  city.  The  houses  are 
all  on  an  extensive  scale  ;  the  architecture  is  good, 
and  the  material  generally  free-stone.  Another 
range  of  stately  edifices,  now  con^rted  into  mann* 
fiactories,  and  buildings  of  every  imaginable  size  and 
decoration,  from  the  stately  mansion  to  the  com^ 
fortable  residence,  down  even  to  the  neat  cottage 
and  the  miserable  cabin,  all  are  here  seen  promis* 
cuously  thrown  tc^ether,  and  liberty  seems  to  wave 
her  triumphant  banner  over  them. 

I  put  up  at  the  Wine  Bush,  a  stately  hotel,  of 
which  a  Mr  Mohr  was  landlord,  and  whose  bro* 
ther  had  kept  a  tavern  in  England  for  twenty-eight 
years ;  which,  in  consequence  of  some  information 
lodged  against  him  at  the  Alien  Office,  he  had  been 
compelled  to  quit,  with  an  English  wife  and  six 
children,  to  seek  an  asylum  in  his  brother  s  hotel. 

Frankfort,  as  a  city,  is  too  well  known,  and  its 
fair  too  celebrated,  to  need  description  here.  It 
was  formerly  a  fortified  place,  but  the  walk  have 
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been  entirely  demolished,  and  indeed  their  ruins 
are  the  best  protection  it  can  have.  A  young  Li- 
Tonian  baron,  whom  I  met  at  the  ordinary,  gave 
me  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  frontiers  of 
Siberia,  and  I  departed. 

The  month  of  March  brought  with  it  much  snow, 
and  made  my  walk  to  Hanau  a  dreary  one.  Next 
day,  passing  over  a  low,  flat,  and  uninteresting 
country,  I  reached  Schlucten.  llie  road  was  in  a 
dreadful  state,  and  my  feet  equally  so.  I  took 
temporary  refuge  in  a  small  um,  whence  I  was  soon 
driven  by  the  rudeness  of  a  sot.  This  fellow  had 
even  the  audacity  to  follow  me  to  another ;  but 
here  his  character  was  well  known,  and  the  oppor- 
tune appearance  of  his  wife,  and  her  very  free  and 
dexterous  use  of  a  good  cudgel,  together  with  the 
remonstrances  of  the  landlord^  for  a  time  rid  me  of 
his  impertinence.  Finding,  however,  a  strong  back- 
er in  his  faithful  dog,  who  would  not  permit  any 
interference  between  man  and  wife,  he  again  seat- 
ed  himself,  and  I  set  out  once  more  in  quest  of  a 
night's  quarters. 

Fuld,  a  beautiful  little  city,  with  a  handsome  ca- 
thedral, some  colleges,  two  squares,  many  fine  pub- 
lic and  private  buildings,  and  well-regulated  pro- 
ngenades,  was,  after  Nancy,  the  pleasantest  place  I 
Ittd  seen  on  my  journey.  I  arrived  very  late,  and 
much  fatigued,  having  been  induced  to  go  so  far 
by  my  companions,  a  wandering  tailor,  a  regenera- 
tor of  kettles,  and  an  Italian  cage- maker.  Our 
community  of  fare  enabled  me  to  reduce  my  ex- 
penses one  half,  a  measure  not  wholly  unnecessary 
from  the  state  of  my  purse.  A  miserable  bam 
was  our  only  shelter,  which,  it  may  be  supposed, 
I  quitted  as  soon  as  possible  for  Berka,  ascending 
a  ste^  hUJ,  knee-deep  in  mow.     The  task  vraa 

b2 
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difficult,  nor  did  I  arrive  till  noon.  The  view  from 
the  top  of  the  hillg  which  overhang  Berka,  was  ex4 
tensive  hut  desolate  ;  hill,  dale,  and  valley  covered 
with  snow,  and  nothing  hut  the  steeples  of  churches 
and  the  smoking  chimneys  to  relieve  the  scene,  till, 
late  in  the'  evening,  I  reached  Saxe  Gotha.  It  ap- 
peared a  handsome  city,  with  many  fine  edifices.  - 

Erfurth,  where  I  arrived  at  noon  next  day,,  lies 
in  a  deep  valley,  and  is  well  fortified.  The  conn* 
try  round  it  is  tolerably  cultivated,  and  better  peo- 
pled. It  is  remarkable  as  the  place  where  the  al- 
lied sovereigns  met  upon  a  raft  to  adjust  measures 
for  their  relative  aggrandizements.  Here  I  saw, 
for  the  first  time,  bad  black  bread ;  and  here,  also^ 
a  sight  that  richly  compensated  the  other,  vi2.  the 
first  ray  of  the  sun  since  I  had  left  Paris.  At 
Weimar  I  first  met  with  sledges.  Hence,  in  discH 
bedience  to  the  injunctions  of  the  police  at  Erfurth, 
to  wait  upon  the  Russian  minister  plenipotentiary, 
I  set  forward  to  Naumburg.  The  road  was  as 
wretched  as  the  scenery  delightful ;  lying  through 
fertile  valleys,  studded  with  villages  in  all  the  va- 
rieties of  picturesque  situation ;  the  dark  lofty  oaks, 
shadowing  the  pure  surface  of  the  snow,  contrast^ 
ing  with  the  beauty  of  the  close  green  fir.  I  could 
gain  no  reception  into  any  house  at  Naumburg,  byt 
that  of  a  poor  shoemaker,  which  I  did  at  the  price 
of  a  glass  of  schnaps ;  for  a  second  glass  he  mend- 
ed my  shoes  and  gaiters,  and  provide^  me  with  a 
truss  of  straw,  on  which  I  slept  soimdly. 

Next  day,  accompanied  by  a  Jew,  I  reached 
Leipsic,  passing  through  Lutzen.  The  misery  and 
barrenness  of  ^e  scene  fairly  vie  with  the  celebrity 
of  its  name.  Four  trees  were  pointed  out  to  me 
as  the  spot  at  which  the  Ex-Emperor  commenced 
Ah  dight    LnUsen  formerly  belonged  to  Sazooy, 
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bat  is  now  attached  to  Prassia ;  a  sad  change  for 
the  poor  inhabitants,  who  complain  bitterly  of  the 
enctioBS  enforced  by  their  new  master.  Nothing 
in  the  scene  of  Lotzen  denotes  the  proximity  of  so 
celebrated  a  capital  and  court  as  Leipsic ;  which, 
in  my  judgment,  will  bear  no  comparison  with 
Frankfort,  except  in  size.  I  walked  round  this  city 
the  following  day;  but  as  I  have  nothing  good  to  say 
of  it,  I  will  at  least  abstain  from  depredating  it. 

Travelling  over  a  low  country,  and  by  a  bad  road, 
I  reached  the  large,  dirty,  and  scattered  town  of 
Dneben,  the  first  in  Prassia  Proper,  and  standing 
on  the  banks  of  the  Salle.  My  reception  was  un** 
dvil,  if  not  inhuman.  My  passport  demanded,  my- 
self interrogated  by  a  set  of  whiskered  ruffians, 
obliged  to  move  from  one  guard  to  another,  the  ob- 
ject of  sarcasm  and  official  tyranny,  I  wanted  no 
inducement,  fatigued  as  I  was,  to  proceed  on  my 
journey ;  but  even  this  was  not  permitted  me.  A 
large  public  room,  full  of  military  rubbish,  and  two 
long  benches,  serving  as  chairs  to  an  equally  long 
table,  were  the  place  and  furniture  allotted  me.  I 
asked  the  landlord  for  sapper ;  he  laughed  at  me  ; 
and,  to  my  demand  of  a  bed,  grinningly  pointed  to 
the  floor,  and  refused  me  even  a  portion  of  the 
straw  which  had  been  brought  in  for  the  soldiers. 
Of  all  the  demons  that  have  ever  existed  or  been 
imagined  in  human  shape,  I  thought  the  landlord 
of  the  inn  the  blackest.  The  figure  of  Gil  Perez 
occurred  to  me,  but  it  sunk  in  the  comparison  with 
the  wretch  then  before  me,  for  ill-nature  and  per- 
sonal hideousness.  His  face  half  covered  with  a 
black  beard  and  large  bristly  whiskers ;  his  stature 
below  the  common ;  his  head  sunk  between  the 
iboulders,  to  make  room  for  the  protuberance  o{\i\« 
)mdt;  bi§  eyes  buried  in  the  mgged  locks  of  Ua 
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lank  grisly  hair ; — add  to  this  a  clnb-footy  .and  a 
voice  which,  on  CFery  attempt  of  spoech,  .was  like 
the  shrieking  of  a  screech-owl,  and  you  have  some 
faint  idea  of  this  mockery  of  a  man.  For  some 
time  he  strutted  about,  wrapped  up  with  fun, 
which  ill  concealed  the  ragged  testimonials  of  his 
wretched  poverty,  and  taking  immense  quantities 
of  snuff.  The  -oaf  at  length  deliberately  opened  a 
large  box,  and  placing  m  it  a  pillow  and  some 
straw,  wrapped  a  blanket  round  him,  and  commit- 
ted his  person  to  this  rude  but  novel  spedes  of  bed, 
shutting  the  lid  half  way  down  with  a  piece  of  wood 
apparently  kept  for  that  purpose.  I  confess  my 
indignation  was  so  strongly  excited,  that,  had  ma- 
terials been  at  hand,  I  had  the  strongest  inclinaticm 
to  nail  the  monster  down  in  his  den.  My  feelings 
resolved  into  a  determination  to  run  all  risks  for 
an  escape ;  and  accordingly,  getting  out  at  the  win- 
dow in  the  middle  of  the  night,  I  took  the  road  to 
Wittenberg,  where  I  arrived  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  after  travelling  over  fifteen  miles  of  sandy 
common,  having  previously  crossed  the  Elbe  by  a 
large  wooden  bridge.  The  river  is  formidable,  an4 
the  city  fortified.  Every  step  of  the  latter  part  of 
this  journey  stamps  on  my  mind  the  recollection  of 
the  mild  character  of  the  Saxon,  compared  with 
that  of  the  ruffian  Prussian.  From  Wittenberg  to 
Treuenbrizen  is  a  good  road,  but  a  few  villages  and 
a  forest  of  firs  constitute  all  that  is  visible,  except 
a  large  dirty  market-town,  which,  however,  pro^ 
vided  me  with  clean  straw,  and,  consequently,  with 
a  good  bed. 

Being  now  arrived  in  the  land  of  turnpikes, 

where  good  roads  and  post-houses  never  fail,  I 

started  for  Potsdam,  distant  thirty  miles,  and  ar- 

lired  in  the  early  part  of  the  e^emw^,    A  flat 
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cxmntxy,  sterile  and  almost  deserted,  sa^e  by  the 
sandy  pine,  presents  little  to  denote  the  approach 
to  this  ro^at  retreat.  With  infinite  difficulty  I  ob- 
tained  admittance  to  a  hoase,  content  to  purchase 
black  bread  for  my  supper,  and  the  use  of  a  bench 
for  my  bed.  Of  Potsdam  I  can  only  say,  that  the 
appearance  is  handsome^  the  royal  edifices  extent 
sire,  and  many  private  ones  magnificent ;  but  so 
great  an  lur  of  melancholy  pervades  the  place,  that 
it  seems  a  fitter  residence  for  the  dead  than  the  li- 
Ting; — I  had  the  less  regret  at  bidding  it  adieu. 
-  A  fine  avenue  of  trees  and  a  good  road  con« 
ducted  me  to  Berlin ;  nor  could  the  fertile  imagi* 
nation  of  a  Humboldt  discover  aught  else  to  denote 
the  approach  to  the  capital  of  his  own  country. 
For  myself,  I  perambulated  the  streets  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  night  in  search  of  a  lodging,  and  was 
at  last  compelled  to  sleep  on  a  bench  in  the  Pro- 
menade. Next  rooming  I  waited  upon  his  Ex- 
cellency Mr  Rose,  the  British  Minister,  whom  I 
found  fully  aware  of  the  character  of  Berlin  and 
its  inhabitants.  He  was  so  good  as  to  send  one 
of  his  coachmen  with  me,  and  through  so  powerful 
an  interference,  I  did  at  length  get  a  comfortable 
unfurnished  room  in  the  capital  of  Prussia,  It 
should,  however,  be  observed,  that  the  minister 
had  offered  me  a  room  in  his  hotel,  which  my  own 
independent  plan,  joined  to  a  fear  of  incommoding 
his  excellency,  induced  me  to  decline. 

During  my  stay  in  Berlin,  I  had  the  honour  of 
an  invitation  to  a  grand  dinner  given  to  the  mi- 
nister of  Piiissia  and  the  foreign  ambassadors,  at 
which  princes,  counts,  and  dignitaries,  down  even 
to  the  pedestrian  traveller,  were  present.  The 
dinner  and  wines  were  considered  the  best  and 
choicest ;  hut  I  would  hare  preferred  a  plain  jomt 
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and  vegetables,  to  all  their  unmeaning  nothings  of 
made  dishes,  puffed  cakes,  &c.  His  excellency 
asked  me  why  I  did  not  eat ;  I  replied^  I  had  seen 
nothing  to  partake  of,  at  least  nothing  to  satisfy  a 
hungry  traveller.  His  excellency  pardoned  my 
honest  boldness,  and  sent  down  a  cold  roast  turkey 
and  ham.  Of  these  I  had  no  difficulty  in  making 
a  good  dinner,  and  felt  sensibly  his  excellency's 
kind  consideration.  His  excellency  the  Russian 
ambassador  had  the  goodness  to  present  me  with 
blank  passports  for  whatever  route  I  might  pre* 
fer ;  an  attention  on  his  part,  becoming  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  illustrious  master.  The  young 
prince  Labanoff  was  also  of  the  party,  whom  I 
gratefully  particularize  as  the  kind  facilitator  of  my 
journey  to  St  Petersburg. 

Berlin  is  seated  on  the  Spree,  which  runs  through 
various  angles  of  the  city.  Many  parts  of  it  are 
handsomely  built,  especially  what  may  be  termed 
the  court  end ;  but  every  building,  from  the  palace 
to  the  meanest  hut,  is  built  of  brick,  plastered 
over.  In  short,  Berlin  is  all  show — a  forced  placet 
having  little  commerce,  and  less  content ;  no  smi- 
ling faces — ^no  mediocrity,  that  happiest  of  all  con- 
ditions. Berlin  contains  nothing  but  the  most 
hardened  military  despots,  and  is,  in  short,  a  mere 
court,  though  it  contains  two  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants.  I  saw  no  modes  of  gaining  a  liveli- 
hood, or  even  of  passing  time  honestly.  Billiardsi 
cards,  and  dice,  succeed  to  the  spectacle  of  the  pa- 
rade, and  the  streets  present  nothing  but  sentinela 
on  guard. 

Though  a  pedestrian,  I  was  the  first  bearer  of 
the  information  of  the  Duke  de  Berri's  death,  a  full 
month's  post  being  due  at  Berlin,  owing  to  the  im* 
mense  guantity  of  snow. 
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CHAPTER  11. 


Angermunde — Stettin — Corben — Cosben  — .  Rominl-»Za- 
Dow — Schlaws— Lauenburg  — Neustadt — Dantzic — Ko- 

nigsberg — Curisch  Haff — Memel —  Prolangen M  ittau 

— Riga^.DoTpat— Naryo— Yamberg — Kipene — St  Pe- 
tenbarg. 

• 

The  road  from  Berlin  to  Stettin  is  over  a  bleak 
and  uncultivated  country,  where  neither  wood  noi" 
water,  and  but  few  people,  are  to  be  met  with.  The 
first  night  I  put  up  at  an  old  town  called  Bemau, 
which  threatens  every  day  to  fall  on  the  heads  of 
its  inhabitants.  Next  day  I  reached  Angennunde, 
having  previously  passed  through  Neustadt,  where 
I  had  the  comfort  of  dining  upon  pork,  pease-pud- 
ding, and  good  beer.  On  the  road  are  many  small 
viltegeSy  inhabited  by  wood-cutters,  which  afford- 
ed strong  proof  of  the  high  state  of  perfection  to 
which  the  trainmg  of  dogs  may  be  brought,  each 
of  these  animals  drawing  a  considerable  load  of 
billet-wood. 

In  Angermunde,  which  is  a  considerable  town, 
with  a  large  inn,  I  found  no  improvement  in  the 
Prussian  character.  I  had  stopped  in  the  forenoon 
for  refreshment  at  a  little  public-house,  where  a 
carriage  had  previously  halted ;  and,  entering  the 
tap,  demanded  some  beer,  bread,  and  cheese.  The 
ewner  of  the  carriage  was  partaking  of  the  same 
fare---good  white  bread  and  a  battle  of  ale*    WhWe 
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I  Tri3  fcyrc.  'Ji  i^oce.  my  companionship  in 
: jifrs*  ieioicTifs*  zba  'uz.«ilcrd  «e?  down  before  me 
w>*r:i:Ti.V  ire  tt  :c«  rnHnI  iz«i  dirtiest  beer  I  had 
^'^rT  5«w=.  Otl  cv  r^':itf»cir;r  'o  be  placed  on  the 
«UJ::<^  :\.x:ir:£.  re  ^i^r.y  r\*pl>*d  that  those  already 
Vtf  :ccv  n-f  7enf  rir  :co  px^L  and  that  if  1  did  not 
eiz  :l:«zi  I  zi'^i  p>  «f:boBt :  and,  soiting  the 
wo-Tu  :o  :hT?  s^niziec:.  he  immediately  carried 
:r<r2!  iwiv.  Noc  vxc'.'i  xny  :h:ng  iadace  the  brate 
either  so  rv^sra.  these  or  sell  me  better,  until  my 
coc»iden:e  relIoT-:rxr\^I'er  called,  as  for  himselfi 
for  a  fr^h  loaf  and  a  bo:iIe  of  ale*  and,  presenting 
I  hem  to  me.  <e3Lp7esse>i  his  regret  that  I  shoidd 
hare  been  so  ixLsxilEed  in  the  necessitous  condition 
in  which  I  appeared.  I  accepted  his  kind  offer, 
and  then  discovered  that  he  was  not  a  Pmasian  bat 
a  Po!e. 

I  departed  with  the  iniention  of  reaclung  Stettin 
that  night.  The  road  was  lined  with  horse-patrol} 
ostensibly  to  prevent  smogvrling;  but,  in  rieality, 
to  ejEamine  travellers  and  their  papers.  At  five 
in  the  evening  I  came  in  sight  of  the  ocean,  and^ 
in  the  midst  of  much  &tigne,  felt  refireahed  by  the 
reflection  that  I  was  uearing  a  seaport  I  passed 
the  drawbridge  at  half  past  eight,  jnst  in  time  to 
prevent  being  locked  oat — a  circumstance  of  near 
concernment  to  me,  after  forty  miles  of  heavy  and 
dreary  walking. 

Stettin  played  me  the  same  trick  as  Berlin.  I 
in  vain  demanded  a  night's  lodging  at  three  diffo'« 
ent  houses,  though  I  had  previously  ordered  and 
eaten  of  as  many  suppers  for  that  express  induce- 
ment. I  then  retreated  to  the  wharf,  cold  and 
snowy  as  it  was,  when  chance  threw  me  in  the 
way  of  a  brother  tar ;  with  generous  humanity  he 

roused  me  from  the  ground,  on  which  I  was  lyiogf 
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nor  did  be  leave  me  until,  at  past  midnight,  lie  had 
succeeded  in  inducing  the  landlord  of  the  Copen- 
hagen Inn  to  receive  me,  on  condition  that  my 
passport  should  be  deposited  in  his  hands  as  a 
security.  A  bed  was  provided  me,  and  I  soon 
drowned  in  sleep  the  memory  of  the  country  I  was 
in,  and  the  cares  and  fatigues  I  had  undergone  in 
reaching  it. 

Next  morning  I  arose  refreshed,  and,  in  com- 
pany of  an  honest  Swede,  waited  upon  his  Excel- 
lency Mr  Lutzen,  the  British  consul,  to  whom  I 
presented  a  recommendatory  note  from  Mr  Rose, 
who  bad  given  that  very  Mr  L.  his  situation.  The 
reception  I  met  with  was  barely  decent  at  the  time, 
and,  on  the  following  day,  an  invitation  was  trans- 
mitted to  **  the  English  gentleman,"  to  dine  at  his 
country  seat.  I  confess  I  could  not  but  regret 
that  no  Englishman  should  be  found  better  quali- 
fied to  do  justice  to  my  countrymen. 

Stettin,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Oder,  is  a  strong 
and  commanding  position.  Many  opulent  and  re- 
spectable merchants  reside  in  it,  who  carry  on  an 
advantageous  trade  during  the  early  part  of  the 
summer.  No  vessel  of  considerable  burden  can 
reach  the  city  ;  they  are  loaded  thirty  miles  to  the 
northward,  at  a  place  called  Swinnerman,  between 
which  and  Stettin  is  a  large  lake,  at  this  season  an 
entire  sheet  of  ice.  The  town  is  said  to  contain 
twenty-two  thousand  inhabitants.  It  is  the  resi- 
dence, or  rather  the  lunatic  asylum,  of  the  dow- 
ager Princess,  mother  of  the  late  Duchess  of  York. 
Her  Highness  is  well  treated,  having  also  the  use 
of  a  country  residence. 

Having  refused  Mr  Lutzen's  hospitality,  I  took 
the  road  to  Dantzic,  over  pasture  land,  and  reac\i* 
ed  Golnow^  a  ]ai^  scattered  town  with  a  good 
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inn  and  civil  landlord.  A  fair  had  been  held  for 
the  last  three  days,  and  much  bustle  stiB  preyailed ; 
after  a  comfortable  refreshment  I  set  forward,  and 
reached  Newgard  and  Pinnow  the  following  day^ 
amid  snow,  wind,  and  rain.  Corben  and  Cosb^ 
two  miserable  places,  in  a  swampy  situation,  next 
brought  me  up,  having  several  times  missed  my 
road,  and  sometimes  with  but  little  hope  of  re- 
covering it^  One  of  these  instances  occurred  in 
an  attempt  to  cross  a  frozen  lake.  Fortunately 
the  water  was  not  so  deep  as  to  prevent  my  reach- 
ing the  opposite  shore.  I  then  determined  to  steer 
one  course  till  I  made  a  land  fall,  which  I  wap 
enabled  to  do  by  keeping  right  before  the  windi 
It  was  now  three  o'clock,  when  a  person  whom  I 
met  informed  me  I  had  come  but  sixteen  miles  in- 
stead of  thirty ; — took  a  fresh  departure,  with  good 
advice,  and  at  last  did  welL  Thus  much  for  quit- 
ting the  high  road  to  make  a  short  cut,  which  a 
pedestrian  should  never  do,  except  under  a  cer- 
tainty of  being  right. 

A  post-house  called  Romini,  with  a  good  civil 
landlord,  better  wife,  and  seven  well-behaved  child- 
ren, made  me  welcome,  dried  my  clothes,  and  gave 
me  a  glass  of  schnaps  to  keep  me  warm,  wfaole  a 
good  supper  of  beef  and  potatoes  was  preparing 
for  me.  Cold,  wet,  weary,  and  half-famisned,  I 
had  entered  the  benevolent  post-house ;  but  one 
short  hour  restored  me  to  life  and  good  humour, 
fmd  ultimately  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  clean  bed, 
made  on  the  spot  for  my  accommodation,  by  fill- 
ing a  tick  with  hay,  and  sewing  it  up  again, 
Happy,  contented,  though  impoverished  family, 
would  to  Heaven  that  benevolence  like  yours  bad 
more  numerous  followers  among  mankind  I  The 
whoh pn^^erty  pf  this  family  could  not  have  been 
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roTth  ten  pounds.  I  had  arrired  in  a  most  mi- 
ereble  plight,  the  heavy  and  frequent  rains  having 
ilapidated  my  apparel,  which,  even  in  good  wea- 
fier,  was  not  calculated  to  last  long.  My  cap  I 
ad  lost  in  the  icy  swamp,  and,  in  default,  my  head 
ras  bound  up  with  a  piece  of  red  flannel.  My 
rowsers  were  literally  torn  to  tatters ;  my  shoes 
led  to  my  feet,  to  prevent  their  falling  off;  my 
birt,  except  a  flannel  one,  and  waistcoat,  both  su- 
erseded  by  my  outer  jacket.  All  I  had  retained 
ras  sound  health  and  a  contented  mind,  and  I 
ranted  no  more;  for  this  generous  family  had, 
uring  the  night,  put  my  entire  wardrobe  to  rig! its ; 
nd  I  departed  the  following  morning  with  sound 
lothing,  and  reflections  of  heartfelt  gratitude  to 
lave  met  with  the  beneficial  exercise  of  such  qua- 
[ties,  in  a  quarter  of  the  world  where  I  had  so 
ittle  reason  to  expect  them. 

Over  an  execrable  road,  sandy  heath,  and  in 
cheerless  wintry  weather,  I  resumed  my  route,  and 
eached  Zanow,  on  the  banks  of  the  little  river 
^oslin.  Here  again  I  found  a  lodging  in  a  cobbler's 
tall — it  could  scarcely  be  termed  a  room,  being 
.bout  nine  feet  square.  An  old  bedstead  and  straw 
oattress  served  for  him  and  his  grandson  in  one 
»mer ;  in  the  second  was  a  fire  place,  but  no  fire; 
n  the  third,  a  cupboard  with  an  empty  glass  and 
wo  or  three  broken  ^plates ;  and,  in  the  fourth,  a 
KHurd  for  his  journeymen  to  work  upon  when  he 
las  business  to  employ  them,  which  now  served 
or  my  bed-place.  In  this  state  I  passed  the  night, 
charmed  with  the  contentment  of  old  Crispin,  whose 
vhole  happiness  seemed  wrapped  up  in  the  future 
xrelfare  of  his  grandson.  I  was  provided  with  some 
itraw  and  a  horse  rug,  which,  however  they  m\g\\t 
issimilate  me  to  the  juAabhants  of  a  stable,  were 
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truly  acceptable ;  for  the  night  was  cold^  and  tbe 
windows,  which  transmitted  the  light  only  through 
oiled  paper,  could  not  prevent  the  sensible  intru- 
sion of  the  cold  air. 

Next  morning,  in  spite  of  the  obstacle  of  a  sprain- 
ed  ankle,  I  pushed  on  towards  Schlaws,  where  I 
was  taken  before  the  magistrate^  to  answer  tbe  of- 
fence of  smoking  in  the  streets.  My  ignorance  of 
the  law,  and  my  very  palpable  poverty,  alone  saved 
me  from  a  fine.  In  the  evening  I  reached  Skolpe, 
over  thirty-five  miles  of  bad  road.  The  police  sup- 
plied me  with  quarters  at  the  guard-house ;  a  cir- 
cumstance rendered  almost  necessary  to  me,  from 
the  unaccountable,  but  manifest  ill-will  of  the  wo- 
men towards  me.  The  ill-fated  Ledyard,  had  be 
been  situated  as  I  have  often  been,  would  have  al- 
lowed exceptions  to  his  beautiful  encomium  upon 
the  benevolence  of  the  fair  sex.  But  Ledyuxl*8 
fortune  in  this  respect  was  better,  and  he  was  jus- 
tified, by  his  own  experience,  in  espousing  the 
cause  of  the  whole  sex. 

At  the  guard-house  I  entertained  the  people  with 
the  history  of  my  travels,  past,  present,  and  to 
come,  and  so  greatly  were  they  interested  by  the 
recital,  that  they  actually  strove  to  lay  me  under  a 
promise  of  not  going  beyond  St  Petersburg.  They 
urged  upon  me  their  own  habits  and  feelings  so 
strongly  indicative  of  contentment,  and  even  pro- 
posed to  me  to  take  a  farm  aifiong  them ;  but,  from 
many  reasons,  I  felt  little  disposed  to  adopt  the 
suggestion. 

Lauenburg  next  day  became  my  halting-place, 
after  twenty-seven  miles'  march ;  the  country  be- 
coming better  cultivated  and  more  peopled  than 
of  late.  I  endured  much  from  the  bad  condition 
ofmyahoeBf  which  the  variations  of  weather  made 
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lately  lik«  epoDge  and  horn.  1  repaired  the 
lief  as  well  as  poi^sible  with  spirits  and  tallow, 
aly  resource  I  had,  for  my  finances  were  not 
»ndition  to  allow  me  a  new  pair.  I  reached 
tadt  (eighteen  miles,)  almost  sinking  under 
md  fatigue.  From  hence  the  country  assumes 
f  picturesque  appearance ;  it  bears,  boweyer, 
perately  bad  name,  from  the  bands  of  robbers 
nfest  it.  For  myself,  I  was  so  far  from  ap- 
nsion  on  this  point,  that  I  laid  my  account 
having  my  necessities  mitigated  by  their 
s.     The  people,  however,  were  civil  and  ob« 

• 

low  started  for  Dantzic,  distant  about  thirty- 
miles  ;  at  about  the  tenth  I  was  overtaken 
e  post-coach,  and  bargained  for  a  conveyance 
liree  francs.  This  wretched  vehicle,  which 
not  merit  the  name  even  of  a  waggon,  pro- 
%  to  accommodate  nine  passengers.  It  has 
benches — the  two  back  ones  looking  toward 
ront,  the  centre  bench  without  a  back ;  be- 
the  hindermost  seat  is  the  depository  of  the 
ige,  amounting  to  about  one-third  of  the 
B  machine.  It  goes  upon  four  wheels,  each 
ng  on  a  strong  axle-tree,  and  is  without  any 
»f  spring  whatever.  The  tout  ensembk  is  pro* 
'  more  like  a  show-cart  than  any  thing  else. 
'  its  mortal  contents,  two  were  well-dressed 
g  men,  connected  with  the  commerce  of  Dant- 
\  young  nobleman  about  to  join  his  regiment, 
rform  his  regulated  quota  of  a  year's  service  ; 
Jashing  females,  setting  their  caps  at  the  two 
hants--i--(these  were  bound  to  Dantzic  or 
gsberg,  to  open  the  season  as  the  ice  breaks 
id  ships  arrive,  then  to  return  to  Berlin,  uu- 
he  auspices  of  Madame  B.);  a  aergeant  of  dM 
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royal  guard,  baving  the  charge  of  a  prieati  either 
banished  or  under  arrest,  for  what  offence  I  could 
not  learn ;  they  both  appeared  decent,  well-behaved 
men.  The  eighth  was  a  young  Saxon  Jew,  from 
■Leipsic,  bound  to  Riga  and  St  Petersburg.  His 
person  was  rendered  remarkable  by  his  long  white 
soft  flaxen  hair,  and  white  eyelashes  and  eyebrowst 
He  seemed  about  twenty,  not  deficient  in  common 
sense,  although  the  company  were  much  inclined 
to  make  him  their  butt.  In  this  vehicle  and  this 
society  I  reached  Dantzic,  to  my  no  small  satis- 
faction ;  for  surely  no  pretence  of  a  conveyance 
ever  yet  put  forth  by  man,  can  be  compared  with 
a  Prussian  post-coach.  Just  fifteen  hours  were 
consumed  in  going  thirty-two  miles. 

The  following  morning  I  paid  my  respects  to 
Mr  Gibson,  the  British  consul,  who  received  me 
with  his  well-known  cordiality  and  friendship.  I 
dined  with  him ;  the  intervening  time  being  em- 
ployed in  walking  about  the  city  as  much  as. the 
afflicted  state  of  my  feet  would  allow. 

Dantzic  is  so  well-known  a  place  that  I  shall  not 
enter  on  any  description  of  it  here.  It  was  former 
ly  a  free  city.  Its  immense  fortifications,  which 
require  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men  to  defend 
them,  and  the  numerous  sieges  it  has  undergone, 
have  given  it  a  high  and  deserved  reputation.  Its 
present  population  is  forty-five  thousand,  all  now 
in  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Prussia. 

Though  several  inducements  were  held  out  to 
me  to  remain  here,  I  stayed  only  long  enough  to 
view  a  painting  in  the  Exchange,  which  is  deser- 
ving of  notice,  and  another,  with  a  fine  piece  of 
sculpture,  in  the  CathedraL  In  the  first,  a  boat  is 
represented  in  the  act  of  crossing  the  riFer  Styx ; 
aad  several  penooBf  at  that  time  reudents  of  Dant- 
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-mCf  are  pourtrayed  as  the  passengers,  the  burgo- 
master and  his  daughter  being  particularly  conspi- 
eoons.  The  story,  however,  says,  that  the  natu- 
ral anger  of  the  parties  thus  libelled  was  appeased 
by  the  painter's  consenting  to  add  his  own  portrait 
to  those  already  in  the  boat.  The  picture  was  then 
hung  up  in  the  Exchange;  but  the  crafty  artist 
contriving  to  gain  admittance  during  the  night,  add- 
ed to  the  figures  that  of  an  angel  with  a  boat-hook 
stopping  the  boat,  presumably  in  consequence  of 
the  painter's  being  in  it.  The  burgomaster  could 
not  disguise  his  vexation,  though  the  offence  was 
thus  neutralized ;  but  the  picture  was  suffered  to 
remain* 

The  other  painting,  for  which  the  Emperor  Alex- 
ander is  said  to  have  offered  twenty-five  thousand 
guineas  (query,  roubles?)  is  a  representation  of  the 
Last  Day.  It  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  an- 
cient, as  well  as  finest  specimens  extant,  and  is  the 
property  of  the  city,  who  cannot  alienate  it.  The 
sculpture,  by  Michael  Angelo,  of  the  Crucifixion, 
is  said  to  have  been  done  from  the  observations  of 
real  suffering,  the  artist  having  crucified  and  stab- 
bed a  boy  expressly  for  that  purpose. 

With  a  strong  pair  of  English  shoes,  the  present 
of  my  friend,  Mr  Marshal,  I  departed,  passing  the 
range  of  fortified  hills  on  the  right,  and  the  port  of 
Dantzic  with  its  shipping  on  the  left.  I  now  en- 
tered a  well-cultivated  country,  passed  the  neat  lit- 
tle town  of  Dnishaw,  crossing  the  Vistula  by  a  well- 
managed  ferry.  Thence  to  Marienberg,  so  cele- 
brated for  its  castle,  which  I  had  no  opportunity  of 
seeing,  as  it  was  at  that  time  undergoing  repair. 
The  following  day  I  reached  Elbing,  over  twenty 
miles,  of  low,  cultivated  country.  It  appeared  a 
pretty  town,  harwg  a  good  export  trade  by  yea- 
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sels,  which,  though  at  fifty  miles'  distance,  from  the 
sea,  come  up  even  to  the  city  walls.  The  third 
day  I  reached  Konigsberg  (thirty-five  miles),  ex- 
tremely tired.  Although  a  walled^  it  is  not  a  forti- 
fied city;  but  contains  sixty  thousand  inhabitants, 
and  is  certainly  the  second  city  in  Prussia*  The 
trade  is  considerable,  though  checked  by  the  shaU 
lowness  of  the  navigation,  which  obliges  vessels  of 
burden  to  load  and  unload  their  cargoes  at  Pillau. 
The  privileges  granted  it  by  the  present  sovereign 
have,  however,  in  some  considerable  degree,  light- 
ened the  inconvenience. 

My  journey  to  Memel  was  over  a  cultivated 
country,  until  I  got  to  the  Curisch  Haff,  which  I 
reached  with  some  difificulty,  having  several  times 
lost  my  way,  and  generally  by  misdirections.  Af- 
ter a  direct  progress  of  only  ten  miles,  an  old  wo- 
man (now,  Ledyard,  thou  art  right  I)  took  pity 
upon  me^  and  I  passed  the  night  comfortably  un- 
der her  roof.  A  good  hot  supper,  with  a  drop  of  my 
landlady's  cordial,  so  exhilarated  me  as  to  induce 
me  to  join  a  group  of  dancers,  who  were  thus 
commemorating  Good  Friday,  as  well  as  celebra* 
ting  a  marriage,  which  had  taken  place  that  day 
between  a  young  fisherman  and  the  "  maid  of  the 
inn."  I  had  the  honour  of  waltzing  with  the  bride, 
a  fine  buxom  girl  of  nineteen. 

I  hesitated  a  little,  next  morning,  upon  the  ad- 
vice of  an  old  sailor,  to  stop  at  the  village  till  the 
Haff  broke  up,  when  I  might  get  a  passage  to 
Memel  by  water,  free.  The  old  tar  had  offered  to 
find  me  in  provisions  for  the  consideration  of  my 
assistance,  in  the  meantime,  in  hauling  the  net. 
Perhaps,  under  circumstances,  I  might  have  ac- 
ceded^ if  I  could  have  relied  on  the  security ;  but 
fearing  this,  I  resolved  to  attem^^t  i&m  craasiii^  of 
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the  Haff  towards  Krantz.  I  was,  however,  at  the 
risk  of  my  life,  compelled  to  return,  and  only  late 
at  night  reached  a  large  fishing-village,  called 
Jackaw.  From  thence,  next  day,  along  a  sandy 
beach,  with  a  sun  which,  even  in  this  season  and 
climate,  enabled  me  to  light  my  pipe  by  my  spec- 
tacles, I  got  to  a  neat  post-house  at  Nidden,  situated 
in  the  midst  of  sand-hills. 

A  young  recruit  bound  to  Memel  had  been  my 
companion  the  previous  day.  In  the  evening  a  few 
fishermen  also  going  to  Memel,  offered  us  a  pas- 
sage in  their  boat ;  my  companion  consented  on  the 
instant,  and,  late  and  cold  as  it  was,  we  embarked. 
The  wind  was  fair,  and  we  had  but  thirty-five  miles 
to  go.  The  crew  consisted  of  two  men  and  a  wo- 
man, all  three  of  whom  laboured  at  the  oar  until 
midnight^  when,  having  passed  the  village  of  Swat- 
sash,  the  boat  encountered  the  ice,  at  a  narrow  part 
of  the  Haff,  and,  in  the  severity  of  the  frost  and 
the  extreme  darkness,  we  became  completely  block- 
ed up.  In  this  exigency,  to  give  more  room,  the 
young  recruit  and  I  were  obliged  to  quit.  He,  poor 
fellow  I  had  been  enjoying  a  sound  sleep,  wrapped 
up  in  great-coats ;  to  him^  therefore,  this  reverse 
seemed  severer  than  to  me.  For  myself,  I  felt 
aware  of  the  impropriety  of  resuming  the  journey 
at  that  hour,  hungry  and  fatigued  as  we  were.  But 
what  was  to  be  done  ?  Return  I  would  not,  al- 
though a  village  was  within  two  miles  of  us  ;  yet 
to  proceed  was  impossible,  from  our  ignorance  of 
the  way,  and  the  darkness  of  the  night.  We  were 
also  quite  destitute  of  bread,  tobacco,  or  schnaps, 
and  my  knapsack  was  in  charge  of  the  young 
Saxon,  who  had  agreed  to  take  it  to  Memel  for 
me.  I  felt  as  if  completely  undone.  Putting,  l\ovr« 
ever,  a  good  face  upon  it,  I  took  off  pay  shoes,  bat, 
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and  jacket ;  and  taking  a  spare  flannel  waistcoat 
and  drawers,  whicli  I  had  fortunately  retained  in 
a  bundle,  with  a  dry  pair  of  worsted  stockings, 
with  this  I  made  myself  a  bed,  putting  my  feet 
into  my  hat,  and  pointing  them  towards  the  wind, 
and  my  shoes  under  my  head  for  a  pillow ;  then 
lying  down  and  drawing  my  jacket  oirer  my  shoul- 
ders,  I  slept  very  soundly ;  although,  upon  awaking 
next  morning,  I  was  both  wet  and  stiff,  yet  after 
taking  some  strong  exercise  backwards  and  for- 
wards, I  recovered  the  use  of  my  limbs  and  iny 
health. 

The  recruit  had  not  slept  at  all,  but  lay  bemoan- 
ing his  hard  fate,  which,  indeed,  was  sufficiently 
Severe ;  his  tight  pantaloons,  military  boots,  and 
tighter  coat,  exposing  him  much  more  than  myself 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  As  he  was  too 
obstinate  to  take  my  advice,  or  follow  my  example, 
all  I  could  do  Was  to  pity  him,  and  rouse  him  to 
take  some  violent  exercise.  This  in  some  degree 
recovered  him,  and  we  moved  on  towards  Memel, 
crossing  the  isthmus,  and  following  the  northern 
path.  By  seven  in  the  morning  we  reached  a  ta- 
vern on  the  summit  of  a  hill,  which  overlooks  the 
city,  and  here  I  was  obliged  to  leave  him,  in  a  state 
of  fever.  Upon  my  gaining  the  beach,  it  appeared 
doubtful  whether  the  ferry-boat  could  attempt  the 
passage  or  not,  there  being  a  heavy  gale,  and  the 
ice  driving  with  great  velocity ;  I,  however,  perse^ 
vered,  and  was  safely  landed  in  Memel,  in  time  to 
partake  of  a  good  dinner  at  the  Sun  Inn. 

Memel  is  a  highly  respectable,  convenient,  com- 
mercial town.  The  harbour  is  small  and  secure. 
A  good  theatre,  large  church,  public  hospital,  and 
a  palace,  are  its  principal  bnildings.  Its  trade 
would  be  nmch  more  consideT^ble^'were  it  not  for 
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the  monopolies  and  priFileges  granted  to  its  rival 
Konigsbeig.  Its  exports  and  imports  (the  same 
commodities  as  in  other  Prussian  towns)  are  most- 
ly in  the  hands  of  Polish  Jews,  the  merchants  ha- 
ying little  cordiality  with  each  other.  The  contra- 
band trade  with  Russia  was  formerly  considerable, 
but  heavy  losses  and  heavier  punishments  seem  to 
have  subdued  this  spirit  of  speculation.  I  received 
great  marks  of  kindness  from  its  inhabitants,  who 
even  expostulated  with  me  on  my  seemingly  un- 
happy mode  of  life.  If  happiness,  however^  be  the 
one  pursuit  in  this  world,  it  may  admit  of  question 
whether  a  traveller  does  not  attain  a  greater  por- 
tion of  it  than  most  others ;  certainly  more  than 
those  who  languish  on  the  lap  of  ease,  and  who,  in 
one  shape  or  other,  feel  the  tortures  of  anxiety, 
though  surrounded  by  all  the  luxuries  which  af- 
fluence can  procure. 

The  Saxon  having  arrived  with  my  knapsack,  I 
departed,  in  company  with  a  real  friend,  in  the  per- 
son of  Mr  Robson,  who  kindly  gave  me  a  seat  in 
bis  carriage,  as  far  as  our  road  lay  together.  At 
thirteen  versts  we  reached  the  frontier,  at  a  small 
Russian  town  called  Polangen.  A  police  office, 
guard- house,  and  custom-house  are  established  here. 
Our  passports  were  backed  for  a  silver  rouble,  and 
the  same  sum  saved  our  baggage  from  a  rude  and 
useless  search.  The  manSest  advantage  to  the 
traveller  in  the  regulations  on  the  frontier,  no  less 
than  the  presence  of  Cossacks,  served  to  remind  me 
that  I  had  entered  the  Russian  empire. 

The  road  to  Lieban  is  generally  through  a  sandy 
forest  of  pines,  the  trees  of  which  were  torn  up  by 
the  roots,  or  bent  double,  by  the  eiFects  of  late 

ew,  rendering  the  road  difficult  to  pass.    From 
ban  we  eontinued  oar  route  with  po8t*hoTsea>. 
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harnessed  in  a  teelega,  a  vehicle  peculiar  to  Rus- 
sia, and  which  certainl^r  may  remain  so,  being  con- 
structed on  a  model  from  which  no  other  nation 
would  desire  to  copy.  It  is  sufficiently  easy  of 
description,  being,  in  short,  just  the  shape  of  a  ba- 
ker s  trough,  with  open  railings  for  the  sides.  It 
is  long  enough  to  lounge  or  even  lie  down  in,  and 
filled,  as  it  is  generally,  with  hay,  is  really  no  very 
unpleasant  vehicle :  the  absence  of  springs  being 
in  some  measure  counterbalanced  by  the  breadth 
of  the  axletrees  and  the  smallness  of  the  wheds ; 
which,  while  it  lessens  the  chance  of  overturning, 
renders  the  danger,  in  such  an  eyent,  less  immi- 
nent. Our  route  to  Mittau  was  performed  agree- 
ably, and  my  friend  did  the  honours  as  became  one 
in  his  situation  in  life.  The  scenery  was  not  de- 
void of  interest,  the  country  being  well  cultivated 
and  tolerably  wooded,  though  stragglingly  inhabit- 
ed. 

Mittau,  the  ancient  capital  of  Courland,  has  not 
much  appearance  of  a  city,  though  it  seems  to  have 
been  well  built.  The  royal,  or  rather  imperial,  pa- 
laces, are  extensive  ranges  of  building  converted 
to  one  use,  all  still  in  an  unfinished  state.  We 
were  detained  some  time  by  the  ice  in  the  river  A/l, 
and  nothing  but  an  extra  rouble  could  have  passed 
us  across.  We  had  then  to  walk  three  miles  to 
reach  the  post-house;  here  my  friend,  whose 
weight  did  not  admit  of  his  moving  with  the  same 
velocity  or  ease  as  myself,  was  knocked  up,  and 
we  halted  for  the  night,  receiving  every  civility  and 
attention. 

The  banks  of  the  Dwina  and  the  city  of  Riga 
hove  in  sight  the  next  day,  and  we  reached  the  lat- 
ter at  noon.  The  history  and  description  of  this 
ancient  city  are  well  known.    The  emperw  i^ 
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lean  much  attached  to  it,  and  has  honoored  the 
British  consul,  a  gentleman  and  merchant,  esteem- 
ed and  respected  by  all  classes,  with  particular 
Doarks  of  his  consideration ;  hairing  even  conde« 
icended  to  accept  apartments  in  his  beautiful  man- 
lion.     During  the  late  invasion  by  Napoleon,  the 
labnrbs  were  burnt  by  order  of  the  governor,  on 
ivhat  autliority  I  know  not ;  but  he  preferred  sui- 
cide to  the  survival  of  his  honour,  or  the  result  of 
a  court-martial.    New  edifices  are  now  erecting  on 
the  site  of  the  ohl  suburbs,  which  bid  fair  to  be- 
come the  most  beautiful  part  of  the  city.     A 
magnificent  view  of  the  city,  with  the  surround- 
ing country  highly  cultivated,  is  commanded  from 
the  top  of  the  Livonian  steeple,  three  hundred 
feet  high.     Quitting  Riga,  still  in  company  with 
Mr  Robson,  I  continued  in  the  same  easy  car- 
riage, and  over  the  same  execrable  sandy  road, 
to  Wool  mar  ;   the   country  thinly  peopled  and 
less  cultivated.     Here,  to  my  extreme  regret,  and 
with  a  deep  impression  of  his  kindness,  my  friend 
and  I  parted,  our  routes  lying  at  right  angles.     I 
was  now,  for  the  first  time,  alone  in  Russia,  and  my 
reflections  on  the  circumstance  were  ratlier  of  a 
melancholy  cast.     At  Stackeln  I  overtook  the  St 
Petersburg  waggon,  but  its  pace  was  too  slow  to 
induce  my  joining  company ;  otherwise  I  would 
gladly  have  availed  myself  of  it  both  for  guidance 
and  protection.    I  therefore  pushed  on,  and  sooa 
reached  the  considerable  village  of  Gulben;  and 
next  day,  at  Udin,  I  first  trode  Russian  snow,  pro- 
ving that  I  had  travelled  faster  than  the  seasons, 
as,  though  winter  had  passed  me  in  the  middle,  I 
found  it  still  lingering  in  the  northern  boundary  of 
Europe. 

The  inhBhltants  lutherto  appeared  civil^  and.leHS 
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phlegmatic  than  the  Germans;  althongh  an  excep 
tion  to  this  character  had  the  knavery  to  make  oi 
with  a  pipe,  a  pound  of  tobacco,  and  the  pair  ( 
shoes  which  I  had  received  from  Mr  Marsbal 
Such  things  once  lost,  there  is  but  little  hope  ( 
their  recovery ;  I  therefore  made  no  complain' 
Keached  Dorpat  considerably  fatigued,  bavin 
walked  forty  miles  from  Teylitz.  Upon  my  arri 
yal  it  began  to  rain  hard.  I  procured  with  diffi 
culty  a  lodging  in  the  entrance  of  a  tallow-chand 
ler's  shop ;  at  least  such  I  judged  it  from  the  natnr 
of  its  effluyia. 

Dorpat  is  a  beautiful  little  city,  with  an  univa 
sity ;  and  bids  fair^  for  its  regularity  and  cleanli 
ness,  to  vie  with  Nancy  in  France.  It  stands  upo 
the  right  bank  of  the  Ember.  Handsome  edificei 
with  an  imperial  palace ;  wide,  clean,  and  reguh 
streets ;  a  beautiful  stone  bridge,  in  a  picturesqn 
and  fertile  country,  with  its  local  situation  betwee 
two  lakes,  bespeak  its  important  rank,  independ 
ently  of  its  antiquity. 

On  the  following  day  I  reached  Nennal.  I  6t 
served  on  my  route  none  but  ugly  women  an 
long-bearded  men  ;  a  sterile  country,  and  yet  t 
me  a  costly  one,  for  I  was  obliged  to  pay  a  silvc 
rouble  for  a  coffee-breakfiBist,  a  charge  I  shall  tak 
care  never  to  incur  again,  as  not  suiting  the  stat 
of  my  finances.  In  spite  of  the  approach  of  spring 
the  weather  seemed  to  increase  in  coldness,  an 
some  snow  fell ;  but  my  anxiety  induced  mc  to  poa 
for  Narva,  where  I  arrived  in  time  to  breakfast 
the  road  relieved  only  with  imperial  post-houses. 

Narva,  a  considerable  town,  and  the  first  in  tb 
government  of  St  Petersburg,  possesses  massiv 
remains  of  an  ancient  fortress,  built  by  Ivan  Vm 
siiUcb  the  Great,  overhanging  the  perpendicda 
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Uanks  of  the  Narova.     It  carries  too  much  of  a 
military  air  for  me  to  particularize. 

When  on  the  point  of  resuming  my  journey,  I 
was  accosted  by  a  black  gentleman,  who,  as  he  in- 
formed me,  was  a  resident  and  retired  merchant  of 
St  Petersburg.  Understanding  that  I  was  a  fo- 
reigner, he  entered  into  many  inquiries  with  me^ 
of  my  rank,  country,  the  object  of  my  travels,  and 
my  reason  for  pursuing  them  on  foot.  To  these 
questions  I  replied;  and  to  the  last  simply  ob- 
served, that  I  was  in  the  habit  of  travelling  on  foot, 
and  tlmt  indeed  I  could  not  aiford  to  see  the  world 
in  any  more  convenient  manner.  He  expressed  his 
regret  that  a  man  of  my  merit  had  not  been  better 
rewarded  by  fortune,  and  his  satisfaction,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  oifer  me 
a  lift,  even  to  the  capital  of  Russia,  having  two 
carriages  empty ;  and  though  he  was  prevented  by 
an  affair  of  importance  irom  resuming  the  journey 
that  day,  I  accepted  the  offer,  and  agreed  to  wait 
his  pleasure,  rejoiced  at  the  opportunity  afforded 
me  of  entering  the  imperial  capital  in  style,  with 
less  expense  and  still  less  fatigue.  In  the  mean- 
time we  eat  and  drank  freely  at  his  charge  ;  and, 
not  to  appear  backward,  I  ordered  for  myself  the 
luxury  of  a  proper  bedroom,  where  I  slept  well. 

I  learnt  next  morning  that  the  important  busi- 
ness which  had  detained  my  friend,  was  neither 
more  nor  less  than  an  intrigue  with  a  rosy-cheek- 
ed chambermaid.  This  being  dispatched,  we  de- 
parted ;  he  in  the  first  and  I  in  the  second  car- 
riage, each  drawn  by  four  horses.  I  had  a  spe- 
cific charge  from  him  to  use  no  ceremony  in  abu- 
sing the  coachman,  if  he  should  slacken  in  his 
driving.    I  8oon  forgot  this  admonition  in  a  souud 
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sleep,  for  wbicb,  by  tbe  by,  I  afterwards  got  a  se- 
vere reprimand. 

We  passed  tbrongb  Yaniberg,  an  imperial  resi- 
dence in  a  ruinous  state ;  wben  tbe  Gulf  of  Fin* 
land,  opening  to  our  view,  presented  to  us  an  im- 
mense mass  of  ice,  studded  witb  little  snowy  bil- 
locks,  but  without  a  single  vessel  over  its  whole 
surface. 

We  reached  Kipene  tbe  next  evening,  whers 
we  halted  for  post-horses.  The  country  had  been 
a  low  overflowed  desert.  The  weather  was  cold; 
and  I  was  reminded  by  my  feelings  that  we  had 
reached  about  tbe  latitude  of  60o.  My  compa- 
nion, having  again  treated  me  with  supper  and 
bed,  left  me  for  tbe  night,  evidently  a  little  nettled 
at  his  ill  success  in  engaging  the  affections  of  a 
little  Russian  girl,  who  had  waited  on  us  at  table. 

While  at  breakfast  next  morning,  and  just  as 
the  horses  were  announced,  my  companion  asked 
me  whether  I  was  furnished  with  a  passport.  I 
replied  in  the  affirmative.  He  requested  to  see 
it ;  and,  observing  my  name^  inquired  if  I  was  re- 
lated to  ^'  Admiral  Kakran^  who  was  in  de  West 
Indies,  at  de  capture  of  de  Danish  Islands  in  1807?" 
Being  informed  I  was  the  admiral's  nephew,  he 
asked,  <<  Are  you  the  son  of  Massa  Kcikran  Jak^ 
stone  ?"— ^«  Yes,  I  am."— «  You  are,  den,"  said  he, 
'^  dat  lilly  Massa  Jonny  I  know  at  de  same  timew* 
It  now  turned  out  that  this  black  gentleman,  with 
the  two  carriages  and  four  horses  each,  had  been 
my  father's  and  my  uncle's  servant  thirteen  yean 
before.  Having  talked  over  old  matters,  he  le- 
inarked  that  he  could  never  have  recognised  me, 
from  the  alteration  that  time  had  made  in  my 
features ;  observing  that  I  seemed  to  have  verified 
the  West  Indian  proverb,  ^«  Likn  tba  black  man's 
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pig»  wy  ^«%>  ^^  dam  old.*'  I  acknowledged  tbe 
jostice  of  the  remark,  and  proceeded  to  inquire  his 
history;  bat  as  he  did  not  seem  inclined  to  be  com- 
monicatiFe  on  this  head,  I  did  not  press  him ;  and 
we  proceeded — both  in  the  same  carriage,  my 
friend  no  longer  considering  me  as  a  menial  foU 
lower. 

At  nooo,  on  the  30th  of  April,  I  reached  St 
Petersburg,  having  been  eighty- three  days  from 
London  in  performing  a  distance  of  sixteen  hun- 
dred miles,  an  average  of  nearly  twenty  miles  a-day. 
My  sable  friend,  at  parting,  declined  to  give  me 
his  address.  I  suppressed  my  chagrin ;  but  felt 
an  increased  curiosity  to  learn  the  source  of  his 
wealth  and  his  situation  in  life. 

Tbe  following  morning  I  was  relating  the  ad- 
venture at  a  friend's  house,  where  Doctor  Ryan 
(the  medical  attendant  of  the  young  Prince  La- 
bano^Ts  family,  with  whom  I  had  dined  at  the 
house  of  Mr  Rose,  in  Berlin)  was  present.  He 
was  mentioning  that  the  young  prince,  being  on 
the  road  from  Petersbui-g  to  Berlin,  had  been  over- 
taken by  winter  in  his  summer  carriage ;  and,  as 
the  latter  season  was  near  at  hand,  had  sent  his 
black  servant  to  Narva,  to  bring  his  carriages  to 
the  capital.  Fortune's  frolic  was  now  explained  ; 
my  wealthy,  dashing,  overbearing,  and  intriguing 
companion,  being  no  more  than  the  very  humble 
attendant  of  his  highness. 

Having  once  got  settled  in  a  comfortable  lodging, 
my  first  duty  was  to  call  upon  Sir  Daniel  Bailey, 
the  British  consul-general,  then  the  only  represeiu- 
tative  of  the  British  court ;  Lord  Cathcart  having 
quitted  St  Petersburg,  and  Mr  Casamajor  de- 
ceased.    In  Sir  DanieJ  I  found,  not  only  a  Bmceie 

£nefl4  b"^  ^  ^^^^  advocate  for  the  plans  1  had  Va 

d2  ' 
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view.  Through  his  means  I  transmitted  a  iiie< 
morial  to  Count  Nesselrode,  the  foreign  ministcrj 
who  handed  it  to  Count  Kotchonbey  for  the  ■» 
probation  of  his  Imperial  Majesty.  The  memonal 
contained  a  request  that  I  might  be  permitted  ti 
pass  through  the  Russian  empire,  on  my  way  tf 
America,  either  by  Kamtchatka,  or  BehriBg'i 
Straits.  I  also  solicited  a  sealed  mandate  fron 
the  Emperor,  with  an  order  to  all  governors  ami 
persons  in  authority  to  assist  me  to  the  utmost  o( 
their  power ;  besides  an  open  order  to  the  poticij 
not  to  interfere  with  or  molest  me.  I  requested] 
in  addition,  an  especial  letter  to  the  goyemor-ge* 
neral  of  Siberia. 

I  had  been  given  to  understand  that  his  Impe- 
rial Majesty  had  no  objections  to  my  proceeding 
upon  my  journey,  although  he  expressed  a  betid 
that,  when  I  should  be  fmnished  with  the  required 
documents,  I  should  flinch  from  my  purpose.  ] 
soon,  however,  satisfied  the  minister  upon  tfaifl 
point,  by  declaring  I  would  be  ready  to  set  oat  H 
half  an  hour's  notice.  In  the  meantime,  the  »> 
tendant-general  of  police  gave  me  three  audienoes^ 
examining  me  as  to  my  rank  and  condition,  my 
plan  and  its  object,  with  the  et  cetera  of  interrogaf^ 
tories,  administered  by  persons  in  official  situation! 
when  desirous  of  extracting  information  bey^ini! 
the  avowed  object. 

His  excellency  at  length  promised  me  his  «» 
sistance,  and  recommended  roe  to  Count  Kotchou- 
bey,  into  whose  hands  my  business  had  entirely 
fallen.  The  count  also  gave  me  three  audiences, 
repeating  the  same  interrogatories  as  the  intend- 
ant.  Finding,  however,  that  I  adhered  to  om 
simple  story — stating,  as  my  object,  a  wish  to  en- 
■p/ojr^  hoprof^  and  amuse  my«e\i)  «A.  \\iQ«!»a%>&K 
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Tendering  to  society  all  the  serTlce  of  wbicli  I  was 
captble-— his  excellency  also  dismissed  me  with 
fiiTonr;  and  through  his  interference,  sanctioned 
Ij  the  generosity  and  noblemindedness  of  the 
£mperor,  I  procured  even  more  than  I  had  ex- 
pected or  demanded*  His  Imperial  Majesty  had 
also  the  consideration  to  ask  Colonel  Cathcart,  who 
had  recently  arriyed  as  successor  to  Mr  Casama- 
joTy  whether  I  wanted  money,  and  how  mneh,  to 
enable  me  to  start.  I  replied  in  the  negative,  ex-. 
presaiiig^  rery  tmly,  my  surprise  and  gratitude  at 
the  ofier.  I  was,  moreover,  instructed,  in  case  of 
sach  necessity,  to  apply  to  the  respective  gover- 
nors at  the  places  I  should  pass. 

That  this  unsolicited  munificence,  on  the  part 
of  the  £mperor,  could  only  have  sprung  from  the 
generous  feelings  of  his  heart,  and  was  not  adopted 
as  a  /ofOH  de  parler,  is  clear,  from  the  fact  that 
his  Imperial  majesty  did  afterwards  request  of  Sir 
Charles  Bagot  to  be  informed  whether  I  really 
needed  money,  accompanied  with  an  intimation, 
that,  in  such  case,  I  should  be  supplied  from  the 
imperial  treasury.  I  think  I  do  no  wrong  to  any 
one,  in  believing  that  no  other  crowned  head  in 
Europe  would  have  given  itself  any  concern  about 
Be,  or  my  afftdrs,  or  have  taken  any  notice  of  a 
stranger  presenting  himself,  without  any  recom- 
mendation of  any  weight,  with  the  single  exception 
of  a  private  letter  of  introduction  to  Sir  Robert 
Kerr  Porter. 

Among  other  intimations  made  to  me,  as  from 
the  Emperor,  was  one  which,  I  believe,  originated 
with  the  directors  of  the  Russian  American  com- 
pany :  it  was  in  the  shape  of  a  request  that  I  sbo\x\d 
refrain  from  waking-  any  wquirieB  respecting  \\ifi 
fiAu9  of  fhe  said  company.     Coming  throYigVi  ?l 
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public  channel,  I  of  course  considered  it  my  dol 
to  promise  a  compliance  with  the  request,  thong 
it  appeared  to  me  singular  that  the  Russian  con 
pany  should  have  for  one  moment  suspected  n 
of  ill-will  towards  them,  or  of  being  employed  i 
a  spy  on  their  affairs.  It  is,  however,  certain  th 
they  had  some  apprehension  of  this  sort ;  as  tb< 
not  only  threw  obstructions  in  my  way  to  the  En 
peror,  but  after  offering  and  promising  me  lette 
of  recommendation  to  their  different  settlemen 
and  chancellories,  refused  them,  upon  the  plea  th 
they  were  useless,  from  my  ignorance  of  the  Ru 
eian  language.  Whether  Mr  Crammer,  their  d 
rector,  from  whom  this  unlooked-for  and  unhan< 
some  treatment  emanated,  believed  that  Rossii 
civility  should  be  limited  to  those  who  undersUK 
the  language,  I  know  not ;  if  he  did,  every  conf 
derate  person  must  perceive  that  the  less  I  nnde 
stood  of  the  manners,  language,  and  customs 
any  foreign  country,  the  more  1  actually  stood 
need  of  assistance  in  it.  Were  the  company  co 
scions  that  their  affairs  required  secrecy,  their  ban 
|f  conduct  towards  me  was  certainly  the  least  like 

mode  of  binding  me  to  their  interests,  or  of  sec 
ring  the  fulfilment  of  any  promise  they  might  oblii 
'p_  me  to  make,  beyond  those  confined  to  ocular  d 

^^  monstration  and  strict  neutrality  of  speech. 

Jl'i  During  my  three  weeks  stay  in  St  Petersbui 

|l>J.  I  was  most  hospitably  received  by  several  respe< 

"|fjg  able  British  merchants.     I  employed  the  spa 

time  in  walking  about  the  capital  and  viewing  i 
wonders ;  and  although  I  abandon  the  descriptit 
of  them,  as  a  task  beyond  my  power,  I  cann 
help  saying,  that  no  city  I  have  seen  can  equal 
in  external  magnificence.  Large,  straight,  ai 
paivIIeJ  streetB,  noble  public  b\)Mui^  m  «^« 
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fttyle  of  architecture,  nnmerous  imperial  and  pri- 
vate palaces,  handsome  pavements  for  carriages 
and  foot  passengers,  several  beautiful  canals  run- 
ning round  and  through  the  city,  and  carrying 
away  every  offensive  matter,  the  perfect  cleanli- 
ness in  every  part,  its  immense  number  of  churches, 
and  lastly,  its  magnificent  river  washing  the  finest 
quays  in  £nro|pe ; — ^these  are  only  the  more  stri- 
king features  of  St  Petersburg.  The  bustle  in  most 
of  the  principal  streets,  and  the  number  of  vehicles 
of  Tariom  descriptions,  add  to  its  importance.  It 
is,  howerer,  a  little  too  stiffened  with  a  military 
air,  being  everywhere  crowded  with  soldiers  and 
police  officers,  and  the  daily  parades  are  better  at- 
tended than  the  workshops  and  manufactories. 
Nor  is  this  tendency  surprising,  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that,  in  one  short  war,  Russia  has  arisen  from 
comparative  insignificance,  to  rank  as  the  third,  if 
not  the  second  military  power  in  Europe.  It  may 
indeed  be  objected  that  her  advances  are  too  rapid 
for  her  age ;  but  this  point  I  leave  for  discussion 
to  those  who  have  not  before  them  a  journey  of 
eight  or  ten  thousand  miles,  for  which  I  have  not 
a  single  hour  to  make  preparation. 
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St  Petersburg — Tzarsko  Selo — Tosr.a — Novgorod — Z%i!ti 
zova — Vedrova — Vishney-Volotcbok —  Torjock —  Tre 
— Davidova —  Moscow —  Vlad  imir— Draichevo— Pogoii 
•^Pavlovo — Nishney  Novgorod. 


I  WAS  now  furDished  with  all  the  docmnenti 
which  I  had  deemed  necessary.  They  consisted 
of  the  following :  The  customary  passport,  witt 
the  substitution  of  the  minister's  for  the  govemOT' 
general's  signature ;  a  secret  letter  to  the  gover 
Dor-general  of  Siberia ;  and  two  official  documenti 
which  I  shall  give  at  length. 

The  first  of  these  (addressed — "  To  all  civil 
governors/'  and  signed  by  the  minister  of  the  i» 
terior)  states,  that  <<  The  bearer  hereof,  Captaii 
John  Cochrane^  of  the  British  royal  navy,  parpo< 
sing  to  travel  through  Russia  on  foot,  is  now  oi 
his  departure  for  Karatchatka,  with  the  intentioi 
of  penetrating  from  thence  to  America. 

^*  Having,  by  the  command  of  his  Imperial  M» 
jesty,  provided  this  traveller  with  open  instrac 
tions  to  the  police  of  all  the  towns  and  provincei 
lying  in  his  track  from  St  Petersburg  to  Kamt 
chatka,  this  is  also  to  desire  all  the  chiefs  of  the 
different  governments  through  which  he  may  tra< 
rel  to  aid  Captain  Cochrane,  as  far  as  possible 
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to  proceed  on  his  journey  without  intermptioD,  as 
well  as  to  afford  him  lawfal  defence  and  protec« 
tion,  io  case  it  should  be  desired." 

The  other  was  an  «  open  order  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty  Alexander  the  First,  Autocrat  of  all  the 
fiussias/'  &c  &c.  &c«  signed  by  the  same  minis- 
ter, and  stating,  that  <<  The  bearer  hereof,  Captain 
John  Cochrane,  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  royal 
navy^  having  undertaken  to  trarel  on  foot  through 
the  Russian  empire,  is  now  on  his  way  to  Kamt- 
cfaatka,  intending  from  thence  to  pass  over  to 
America.  The  police  of  the  towns  and  provinces 
lying  in  his  track  from  St  Petersburg  to  Kamt- 
chatka,  are,  in  consequence  hereof,  not  only  for- 
bidden to  obstruct  Captain  Cochrane  in  his  jour- 
ney, but  are  moreover  commanded,  in  case  of  ne* 
cessity,  to  afford  him  every  possible  assistance/' 

I  quitted  the  hospitable  habitation  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Kerr  Porter,  on  the  24th  of  May ;  and,  ha- 
ving had  a  lift  in  the  carriage  with  four  horses  of 
Sir  Robert,  I,  with  my  knapsack  on  my  back,  set 
out,  and  trotted  over  a  partially  cultivated  coun- 
try. A  pretty  avenue  of  birch  trees  lined  the 
road,  aa  if  to  accompany  me  as  far  as  possible  on 
my  departure  from  the  precincts  of  civilized  man. 
Nature  here  got  the  better  of  a  tolerably  stout 
heart;  and,  as  I  turned  round  to  catch  a  last 
glimpse  of  the  capital  I  had  left,  and  of  the  friends 
to  whom  I  had  bade,  perhaps,  a  last  adieu,  I 
could  not  suppress  my  grief,  and,  had  not  my  ho- 
nour been  committed,  should  certainly  have  re- 
tono^d.  A  sigh  escaped  me  as  I  ejaculated  a  last 
&rewell,  till,  startling  at  the  expression  of  my 
weakness,  I  resumed  my  journey  with  slow  and 
melancholy  steps. 

It  was  ten  o'clock,  (for  I  had  now  a  vratcV)) 
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and  I  had  reached  six  miles.     The  night  v 
beautifully  clear,  though  rather  cold  from  the 
fects  of  a  northern  breeze ;  while  the  moon  i 
near  her  full.     I  looked  at  the  beautiful  lumina 
and  actually  asked  myself  whether  I  were,  as  1 
been  asserted,  under  the  baneful  influence  of  t 
planet.     Smiling  that  I  received  no  reply,  I  tl 
considered  my  projects  and  intentions,  and 
conduct  I  ought  to  follow ;  and,  sitting  down  f 
fountam  on  the  Poulkousky  hill,  I  read  to  my 
a  few  lessons,  which  the  time  and  the  occai 
seemed  to  inspii'e.     <<  Go,"  said  I,  ^^  and  wan 
with  the  illiterate  and  almost  brutal  savage  I* 
and  be  the  companion  of  the  ferocious  beast  1— 
and  contemplate  the  human  being  in  every  • 
ment  and  climate,  whether  civilized  or  savage- 
whatever  tribe,  nation,  or  religion.     Make 
allowance  for  the*  rusticity  of  their  manners ; 
be  tempted  to  cope  with  them  in  those  taunts, 
suits,  and  rudeness,  to  which  the  nature  of  thy 
terprise  will  subject  thee.     Contemn  those  i 
dental  circumstances  which  but  too  often  surp 
mankind  from  their  good  intentions,  and  dep 
the  world  of  much  useful  and  interesting  infof 
tion.     Avoid  all  political  and  military  topics, 
remember,  that 

The  proper  study  of  mankind  is  man. 

Should  robbers  attack  thee,  do  not,  by  a  fw 
resistance,  endanger  thy  life.  Man  may  bee 
hardened  by  crimes,  and  persist  in  the  practic 
them,  till,  meeting  with  resistance,  he  will  be 
ged  to  murder ;  but  man  is  still  a  humane  bi 
even  while  seeking  his  subsistence  by  rapine 
plunder ;  and  seldom,  from  mere  wantonness^ 
he  ^iU  th^  blood  of  hiB  fellowrCrea(ar9, .  '. 
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imly  by  patience^  perseverancey  and  humility,  by 
redaciDg  thyself  to  the  lowest  level  of  mankind, 
that  thou  canst  expect  to  pass  through  the  ordeal 
with  other  safety  or  satisfaction."  Something  like 
these  were  my  self-dictated  precepts,  and  I  pled- 
ged their  performance  in  a  draught  from  the  cool 
and  limpid  fountain. 

In  company  with  some  carters  I  resumed  my 
journey ;  and  depositing  my  knapsack  in  one  of 
their  vehicles,  entered  into  conversation  as  well 
as  my  scanty  knowledge  of  German  would  allow 
me. 

As  we  proceeded,  there  suddenly  rose  to  the 
south-east  a  tremendous  blaze^  the  cause  of  which 
it  seemed  difficult  to  conjecture.  At  first  I  ima- 
gined it  might  be,  as  I  had  often  seen  in  England, 
a  blazing  bonfire,  with  a  group  of  mirthful  rustics 
revelling  round  it.  But  the  scene  grew  soon  too 
terrific  to  allow  of  so  simple  a  solution,  the  flame 
rising  to  a  prodigious  height,  and  the  smoke  rolling 
into  a  beautiful  dark  arch  on  the  clear  sky.  Im- 
mense masses  of  fire,  and  sparks  at  intervals,  ex- 
ploded and  separated  like  a  rocket. 

We  continued  to  gaze  as  we  advanced,  till,  on 
reaching  the  beautiful  town  of  Tzarsko  Selo,  the 
source  was  indeed  but  too  apparent ;  it  was  the 
Emperor's  favourite  palace  wrapped  in  an  inex- 
tinguishable flame.  I  had  looked  forward  with 
iiope  to  enjoy  the  survey  of  so  celebrated  an  edi- 
fice, and  bad  actually  taken  a  letter  of  recommend- 
ation to  Prince  Theodore  Galitzin,  one  of  its  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  that  I  might  with  the  more  faci- 
lity have  my  desire  gratified.  It  was  midnight ; 
parties  of  men  surrounded  the  wasting  pile.  AH, 
however,  was  order  and  regularity;  not  a  volcft 
was  heard  amid  the  thoaaands  of  people  empVoyu^* 
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The  Emperor  was  present,  evidentiy  impi 
with  extreme  regret^  and  all  appeared  powe 
to  partake  the  sentiment.  His  Majesty^  ho¥ 
continued  to  give  frequent  directions  with  p 
coolness. 

Tzarsko  Selo  was  the  palace  in  which  the 
peror  and  his  brother  Constantine  had  been  hn 
np,  and  passed  their  earlier  years;  it  was  1 
ako  that  the  Emperor  was  accustomed  to.  i 
when  the  cares  of  state  permitted  him,  to 
among  its  beauties  the  anxieties  of  a  thron 
the  toils  of  so  great  a  government.  It  had 
greatly  embellished  by  his  Majesty,  and  was  i 
dered  one  of  the  most  beautiful  retreats  in  Ei 
Years  of  time,  and  millions  of  money,  I  the 
must  be  expended,  to  make  it  what  it  wa 
yesterday  morning. 

Being  excessively  fatigued,  and  finding  n 
dividual  exertions  perfectly  useless  towards  c 
ing  the  progress  of  the  flames',  I  retired  to  tb 
dens,  where  I  passed  a  couple  of  restless  hoc 
a  bed  of  moss,  amid  herbs  and  flowers,  i 
sweet  perfumes  were  as  yet  unvanquished  fa 
fire  or  smoke.  Some  demon  seemed  to  hovei 
me,  and  my  dreams  presented  the  probable 
dents  of  my  journey,. in  all  the  horrors  which 
gination  could  shadow  forth.  I  arose,  an 
turned  to  the  scene  of  devastation,  now  evid 
increasing,  and  appearing  to  defy  the  num 
engines  pouring  upon  it  from  all  sides. 

The  dome  of  the  church  fell  with  a  tremei 
crash ;  and  such  was  the  immense  mass  o 
that  fell  with  it,  and  so  great  the  force  of  tl 
bound,  that  in  its  second  descent,  and  assist 
the  wind,  it  set  fire  to  two  other  parts  of  tfa 
Jacejf  UDtil  then  considered  safe*    At  this  a 
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momeint  his  Imperial  Majesty  gave  a  strong  proof 
of  steady  collectedness.  While  the  fire  was  raging 
from  apartment  to  apartment,  apparently  mocking 
the  resistance  of  man,  the  Emperor  gave  direction 
that  the  doors  shonld  be  walled  up  with  bricks. 
This  was  instantly  done,  and  by  such  an  expedient 
•lone  could  the  amber,  the  most  yalnable  chamber, 
have  been  wrested  from  the  general  destruction. 

Having  taken  breakfast  with  Prince  Theodore, 
and  amused  myself  with  the  infantine  prattle  of 
his  children,  whether  in  the  French,  English,  or 
German  languages,  for  they  seemed  anxious  to 
show  off  the  proficiency  they  had  made,  I  pro^ 
ceeded  towards  Toena,  where  I  arrived  at  seven 
in  the  evening.  Young  firs  and  birch  border  the 
road,  which  is  good ;  though  the  country  presents 
but  little  of  interest,  and  seems  to  support  but  a 
slender  population,  considering  its  proximity  to 
the  capital. 

I  passed  the  night  in  the  cottage  of  a  farmer, 
resigning  myself  to  the  attacks  and  annoyance  of 
such  vermin  as  generally  haunt  impoverished  dwell- 
ings, and  was  therefore  proportionably  pleased  in 
the  morning  to  resume  my  journey.  My  route 
was  towards  Liubane,  at  about  the  ninth  mile- 
stone from  which  I  sat  down,  to  smoke  a  cigar  or 
pipe,  as  fancy  might  dictate ;  I  was  suddenly  sei- 
zed from  behind  by  two  ruftians,  whose  visages 
were  as  much  concealed  as  the  oddness  of  their 
dress  would  permit.  One  of  them,  who  held  an 
iron  bar  in  his  hand,  dragged  me  by  the  collar  to- 
wards the  forest,  while  the  other,  with  a  bayonet- 
ed musket,  pushed  me  on  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  me  move  with  more  than  ordinary  celerity ; 
a  hoy,  auxiliary  to  these  vagabonds,  was  statioi\ed 
«n  the  TOBd^mde  to  keep  a  7ook-out« 
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We  had  got  some  sixty  or  eighty  paces  into  the 
thickest  part  of  the  forest,  when  I  was  desired  to 
undress,  and  having  stripped  off  my  trowsers  and 
jacket,  then  my  shirt,  and,  finally,  my  shoes  and 
stockings,  they  proceeded  to  tie  me  to  a  tree. 
From  this  ceremony,  and  from  the  manner  of  it,  I 
fally  concluded  that  they  intended  to  try  the  ef* 
feet  of  a  masket  upon  me,  hy  firing  at  me  as  they 
would  at  a  mark.  I  was,  howerer^  reserved  for 
fresh  scenes ;  the  villains,  with  much  msngfimii 
seated  themselves  at  my  feet,  and  rifled  my  knqH 
sack  and  pockets,  even  cutting  out  the  linings  of 
the  clothes  in  search  of  hank  hills  or  some  other 
valuable  articles.  They  then  compelled  me  to 
take  at  least  a  pound  of  black  bread,  and  a  glass 
of  rum,  poured  from  a  small  flask  which  had  been 
suspended  from  my  neck.  Having  appropriated 
my  trowsers,  shirts,  stockings,  and  English  shoot- 
ing shoes,  (the  last  of  which  I  regretted  most  of 
all,  as  they  were  a  present  from  Sir  D.  Bailey,} 
as  also  my  spectacles,  watch,  compass^  thermome* 
ter,  and  small  pocket-sextant,  with  one  hundred 
and  sixty  roubles,  (about  seven  pounds,)  they  at 
length  released  me  from  the  tree,  and,  at  the  point 
of  a  stiletto,  made  me  swear  that  I  would  not  in- 
form against  them — such,  at  least,  I  conjectured 
to  be  their  meaning,  though  of  their  lang^uage  I 
understood  not  a  word. 

Having  received  my  promise,  I  was  again  treated 
to  bread  and  rum,  and  once  more  fastened  to  the 
tree,  in  which  condition  they  finally  abandoned 
me.  Not  long  after  a  boy  who  was  passing  heard 
my  cries,  and  set  me  at  liberty.  I  did  not  doubt 
he  was  sent  by  my  late  companions  upon  so  con- 
siderate an  errand,  and  felt  so  far  grateful ;  though 
it  might  jiequire  something  moT«  tbam  commoa 
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diarity  to  forgive  their  depriving  me  of  my  shirt 
and  trowsers,  and  leaving  me  almost  as  naked  as 
I  came  into  the  world. 

To  pursue  my  route,  or  return  to  Tzarsko  Selo, 
would  indeed  be  alike  indecent  and  ridiculous, 
bat  there  being  no  remedy,  I  made  therefore  "  for- 
ward" the  order  of  the  day ;  and  having  first,  with 
the  remnant  of  my  apparel,  rigged  myself  a  IE' 
cassoise^  I  resumed  my  route.  I  had  still  left  me 
a  blue  jacket,  a  flannel  waistcoat,  and  a  spare  one, 
which  I  tied  round  my  waist  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  reached  down  to  the  knees;  my  empty 
knapsack  was  restored  to  its  old  place,  and  I  trot- 
ted on  with  even  a  merry  heart. 

Within  a  few  miles  I  passed  betwixt  files  of  sol- 
diers employed  in  making  a  new  road,  under  the 
orders  of  General  Woronoff,  upon  whom  1  waited 
to  rep<Ht  the  situation  in  which  I  was  placed. 
The  servant,  perhaps  naturally  enough,  refused  to 
let  me  pass  without  first  acquainting  his  excellency 
with  my  business ;  I,  however,  steadily  persisted 
in  my  determination ;  and  at  length,  hearing  the 
noise  and  scuffle  of  turaing  me  out,  the  general 
appeared,  and  listened  to  my  mournful  tale.  The 
good  heart  of  his  excellency  suggested  the  neces- 
sity of  first  administering  me  food ;  some  clothes 
were  then  offered  to  me,  which  I  declined,  consi- 
dering my  then  dress  as  peculiarly^  as  well  as  na- 
tionally, becoming.  The  general  then  sent  an  of- 
ficer with  two  men  back  to  the  village,  to  make 
inquiries  concerning  the  robbery.  These  were, 
however,  fruitless,  and  I  quitted,  with  many  thanks 
to  his  excellency,  in  his  own  carriage,  which  was 
directed  to  take  me  the  first  station.  I  soon  dx&r 
covered  ihat  carnage-riding  was  too  cold,  aivd 
tbeief^re  preferred  walkings  harefoQted  as  1  waft\ 
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aod  on  the  following  morning  I  reached  Tschdaviv 
a  low  and  uncultivated  waste,  a  hundred  miles  froB: 
St  Petersburg.  Thence  to  Podberezioy  and  tibcnee 
to  Novgorod.  I  had  passed  on  the  road  many  po- 
pulous and  neat  Tillages^  and  numerous  tents  be-' 
longing  to  the  military  workmen,  which  gave  ad* 
ditional  interest  to  a  fertile  and  picturesque  see* 
nery.  To  the  left  was  the  river  Volkhoff,  on  whicli 
Novgorod  stands.  The  approach  is  grand,  aad 
the  numerous  spires  and  steeples  of  the  chmrchea 
and  convents,  with  their  gilded  and  silvered  case- 
ments glittering  in  the  sun,  recalled  for  a  memeat 
the  memory  of  its  ancient  splendour.  Crossing  tha 
bridge,  I  entered  at  two  o'clock,  and  immediatdy 
waited  on  the  governor.  He  would  have  provi* 
ded  me  with  clothing  on  the  instant ;  I  was,  how- 
ever,  hungry,  and  requested  food.  The  govemor 
smiled,  but  assented,  and  I  then  accepted  a  shvl 
and  trowsers. 

I  was  recommended  by  his  excellency  to  stop 
at  Novgorod  a  few  days,  under  the  premise  that 
he  would  apprehend  the  robbers.  1  told  bim  I 
felt  no  doubt  they  would  be  discovered ;  but  be- 
fore that  time  I  should  have  reached  the  heart  ef 
Siberia.  Good  quarters  were,  meantime,  provided 
me  in  the  habitation  of  a  Russian  merchant,  to 
whom  I  had  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  St 
Petersburg.  He  had  also  the  kind  consideimtioB 
to  provide  me  a  complete  re6t ;  and  though  this 
must  have  been  at  an  expense  of  thirty  or  forty 
roubles,  he  positively  refused  my  offer  of  reim- 
bursement— an  offer  I  was  enabled  to  make  through 
the  delicate  kindness  of  his  excellency  the  Gover* 
nor  Gerebzoff. 

Thj8  ancient  and  celebrated  city^  which  in  fat^ 
mer  days^  waa  characterified  by  x\i^  \<tww>»>  **  "^^^Vft 
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cm  resiBt  the  Gods  and  the  great  Novgorod  ?"  is 
now  only  tbe  capital  of  a  province  of  its  own  name. 
In  its  former  glorjr  it  was  the  metropolis  of  a  great 
repnblicy  with  foor  hundred  thousand  souls  within 
its  walls.  The  population  is  now  reduced  to  a 
fortieth  part.  Its  immense  trade  had  been  gra« 
dually  declining  since  the  cruelties  of  Ivan  Vassi- 
lich  II.,  and  was  completely  annihilated  by  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  government,  by  Peter  the 
Gveaty  from  Moscow  to  the  Gulf  oi  Finland.  Many 
handsome  edifices,  now  in  ruins,  are  lamentable 
prooft  of  its  former  grandeur  and  present  decay. 
Its  archiepiscopal  cathedral,  small,  but  very  an- 
cient, IS  filled  with  superstitious  relics,  and  the 
ashes  of  several  Russian  Grand  Dukes. 

The  ste^les  of  Novgorod  present  a  monument 
of  oonnderable  pride  in  the  estimation  of  its  in- 
habitants. Their  distinction  is  in  the  cross  at  the 
top  standing  alone,  unaccompanied  by  the  crescent ; 
and  this  is  an  emblem,  intimating  that  the  Tartars, 
in  all  their  invasions,  never  succeeded  so  far  as  to 
enter  this  city.  A  distinction  which  universally 
holds  in  Russia;  the  reconquered  cities  bearing 
the  crescent,  but  surmounted  by  the  cross. 

The  following  day,  being  that  of  Pentecost,  I 
attended  the  service  in  the  cathedral ;  and  though 
I  understood  nothing  of  the  language,  yet  was  I 
forcibly  struck  with  the  primitive  appearance  of 
the  clergy  in  their  long  beards,  longer  tresses,  and 
still  longer  robes.  They  certainly  carried  all  the 
appearance  of  devout  ministers  of  religion. 

I  had  intended,  from  Novgorod,  a  visit  to  Mr 
Glenny,  at  his  establishment,  eight  miles  distant, 
on  the  hanks  of  the  Veshora.     Not  finding  him, 
howerer^  I  put  op  at  a  farm-house  for  the  night, 
Amrwgr preyioaaJy  drunk  kaasa  at  a  convent,  pa\A 
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a  rouble  for  charity,  and  received  a  blessing  vpoD 
entering  Muscovy — ^not  without  a  hope  that  I 
should  find  better  treatment  here  than  in  £sthoma» 
Next  day,  passing  over  a  wild  dreary  waste  to  Zail- 
zoya,  a  pleasant  town,  of  fifteen  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, I  put  up  at  a  civil  house,  if  the  admissioii 
of  both  sexes,  and  of  all  ranks  and  dispositiontf 
may  deserve  such  a  term  ;  the  variety  was  indeed 
ludicrous  enough,  but  the  conduct  and  conversatioii 
were  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  merit  descriptioii* 

The  women  of  Muscovy  hitherto  a|^>ear  civil 
and  cleanly  dressed,  though  disfigured  by  the  abo- 
minable custom  of  tying  their  breasts  as  low^  flati 
and  tight  as  possible ;  they  are  not,  however,  quite 
so  ludicrous  as  some  of  the  Creoles  and  slaves  in 
the  West  Indies^  who  often  suckle  their  children 
behind  their  backs.  The  men  appear  equally  civile 
obliging,  and  hospitable,  but  idmost  equally  dis* 
guised  by  their  swaddling  coat  of  cloth  or  sheq^ 
skin,  coloured  trowsers^  and  immense  boots,  sash 
round  the  body,  a  wide-rimmed  hat,  and  long 
beard  ;  a  mode  of  dress  which  certainly  gives  them 
something  of  a  ferocious  appearance. 

On  the  road  to  Yedrova  I  received  two  roubles 
as  charity  from  the  master  of  a  post-house,  from 
whom  aJso  I  had  received  refreshment  gratis^ 
Knowing,  as  I  did,  tha1>  assistance  was  at  hand,  I 
declined  the  money,  although  my  then  distressed 
state  might  have  warranted  my  open  acceptance  of 
it.  I  continued  my  route  ;  and,  upon  my  arrival 
at  the  next  station,  I  found  the  money  in  my  cap* 
This  is,  indeed,  real  benevolence. 

The  canals  are  observable  to  the  east,  and  pro- 
sent  a  beautiful  appearance  from  the  neat  town  d 
YedrovsL     Aeached  Yisbney-Yolotchok  late  at 
^'gbt,  a  large  scattered  bat  fLouni^iiik^  Vswd^Vr- 
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meiAy  an  imperial  village,  but  enfranchised  by 
Catherioe,  with  canals  uniting  the  trades  of  the 
Caspian  and  Baltic  seas.  I  had  previously  crossed 
the  Valday  hills,  which  are  the  only  elevations  bc- 
tireen  the  two  capitals.  They  are  in  the  govern- 
nent  of  Novgorod,  as  is  also  the  Valday  lake,  nine 
miles  in  circamference.  It  has  an  island  in  it« 
centre,  on  which  stands  a  handsome  monastery, 
whidi,  with  its  steeples  glittering  through  the  dark 
foliage  of  its  intervening  woods,  forms  a  beautiful 
and  interesting  object.  There  is  also  a  little  town 
of  the  same  name  on  its  banks.  The  land  here 
rises  into  gentle  eminences,  with  a  good  deal  of 
caltivation. 

Toijock  was  the  next  flourishing  town  which  I 
reached,  amid  rain  and  thunder.  This  slight  im- 
pediment, which  broke  up  my  travelling  for  the 
day,  richly  compensated  the  delay,  by  introducing 
me,  first,  to  an  excellent  supper,  gratis ;  and,  se- 
condly, to  a  beautiful  and  kind-hearted  young  wi- 
dow^ sifter  of  the  unfortunate  Captain  Golovnin, 
who  was  so  inhumanly  exposed  in  a  cage  at  Japan. 
The  master  of  the  public  house  had  civilly  received 
me,  and  I  was  enjoying  my  own  meditations,  when 
Mrs  Golovnin  entered  my  room,  accosting  me  in 
German,  French,  Russian,  and  lastly  in  my  native 
tongue.  After  the  manner  of  her  sex,  she  got  all 
ny  secrets  out  of  me — ^but  one — and  in  return 
sent  me  some  tea,  proffering,  at  the  same  time,  the 
assistance  of  her  purse.  Had  she  offered  me  her 
hand  and  heart,  I  certainly  should  have  replied 
otherwise  than  I  did,  for  I  felt  very  affectionately 
and  gratefully  towards  so  kind  and  lovely  a  wo- 
man, and  who,  although  a  widow,  had  yet  scarcely 
passed  her  teens.  Upon  getting  up  in  the  mon\- 
mg,  I  discovered  that  my  knapsack   had  beeti 
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searched,  and  my  small  stock  of  linen  bad  bees 
taken  out  and  washed ;  but  of  course  not  tbe  smill* 
est  article  was  missing. 

I  refreshed  myself  at  the  fount,  (which  ia  alwiyi 
at  hand  in  a  Russian  cottage^  with  a  tea-kettle  or 
other  spouted  vessel  hanging  over  it,)  breakfarted^ 
and,  making  my  congi  to  the  household  gods  k 
the  near  comer  of  the  room,  departed  from  Tai^ 
jock.  I  had  not  proceeded  ^r  when  I  met  a  Ctfu 
riage,  and  immediately  heard  myself  addressed  k 
the  English  language—''  How  do  you  do,  Captain 
Cochrane  ?"  On  my  acknowledging  the  name,  die 
carriage  stopped,  and  the  owner,  who  proved  to 
be  a  Mr  Hippius,  and  had  for  some  time  been  oa 
the  look-out  for  me,  treated  me  very  heartily  to  a 
biscuit  and  glass  of  wine.  I  then  wished  bim  a 
pleasant  journey,  and  resumed  mine,  light  as  a  Ink 
at  the  unexpected  pleasure  of  seeing  English  faceii 
and  heanng  my  own  tongue.  Those  who  bata 
been  similarly  situated,  can  readily  conceive  bow 
happy  I  was  to  have  met  with  a  countryman  la 
such  a  manner. 

My  way  lay  over  a  country  where  tbe  Tvar  is 
a  wandering  stream,  and  where  numerous  band- 
some  seats  and  neat  villages  made  their  appear- 
ance. These,  however,  bat  too  strongly  reminded 
me  of  the  effects  of  absenteeship  in  Ireland,  being 
evidently  in  a  rapid  state  of  decay.  I  have  no 
hesitation,  however,  in  saying,  that  the  conditkn 
of  the  peasantry  here  is  far  superior  to  that  cla« 
in  Ireland.  In  Russia  provisions  are  plentifal, 
good,  and  cheap ;  while  in  Ireland  they  are  scanty, 
poor,  and  dear,  the  best  part  being  exported  from 
the  latter  coimtry,  whilst  the  local  impediments  in 
the  other  render  them  not  worth  that  expense. 
Good  comfortable  log-houfies  axe  here  foand  in 
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every  village  ;  immense  droves  of  cattle  are  scat- 
tered over  an  unlimited  pasture,  and  whole  forests 
of  fuel  may  be  obtained  for  a  trifle.  With  ordi- 
nary  industry  and  economy  the  Russian  peasant 
may  become  rich,  especially  those  of  the  villages 
sttuated  between  the  capitals,  both  of  which  might 
be  supplied  by  them  with  butter  and  cheese  ; 
whereas  at  present  not  a  dairy  exists,  the  pea- 
santry contenting  themselves  with  the  culture  of 
as  much  land,  and  the  breeding  of  as  many  cattle, 
ai  may  be  sufficient  for  their  immediate  wants. 
The  women  I  have  always  found  engaged  in  some 
employment ;  they  make  very  good  coarse  wool- 
len cloths  and  linens,  as  well  as  knit  stockings  and 
spin  thread.  The  whole  work  of  the  house  is 
torown  upon  them,  while  they  also  partake  the 
labours  of  the  field,  I  will  not  certainly  recom- 
mend, for  the  adoption  of  any  civilized  countries, 
the  treatment  they  receive  from  their  lordly  mas- 
ters ;  although  I  have  no  doubt  the  like  was  the 
custom  of  England  half  a  century  ago,  and  may  be 
still  in  the  hard-working  counties.  Having  men- 
tioned Ireland  in  comparison  with  Russia,  I  may 
remark,  that  both  countries  may  fairly  vie  with 
one  another  in  the  ancient  savage  virtue  of  hospi- 
tality. 

Reached  Tver  the  following  day,  and  put  up  at 
the  habitation  of  a  long-bearded  merchant ;  where, 
after  enjoying  a  good  supper  and  sound  sleep,  I 
employed  myself  in  perambulating  the  city.  It  is 
said  to  contain  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants,  being 
considerably  larger,  or  at  least  more  populous  than 
Novgorod.  Tver  is  situated  at  the  junction  of  two 
small  rivers,  which  empty  themselves  into  the  noble 
Volga ;  the  latter  hence  taking  an  easterly  couree 
lowBfdfl  Vuhney  Novgorod,  and  fertilizing,  m  \\a 
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course  to  the  Caspian,  some  of  die  finest  pi 
in  the  RosBian  empire. 

The  first  circnmstance  which  attracted  m; 
upon  reaching  Tver,  was  at  the  gate,  wl 
impost  of  three  large  stones  is  levied  upo 
horse  that  passes.  These  are  converted 
paving  of  the  city ;  nor  will  the  tax  appeal 
slight  or  useless  in  a  country  where  stones 
very  abundant. 

Crossing  the  river  over  a  fine  bridge  of  I 
550  feet  in  length,  I  entered  the  principal 
the  city.  The  public  edifices  on  the  bsuaki 
Volga  are  handsome,  and  kept  in  good 
though  the  ardibishop's  palace  resembles 
our  workhouses.  There  is  also  a  theatre,  gc 
racks,  and  a  beautiful  building  called  the  1 
Palais,  rebuilt  by  Catherine.  The  cathedi 
plain  stone ;  there  are,  besides,  thirty-four  d 
and  three  convents,  (one  of  which  is  said  to 
the  ashes  of  a  page,  whose  prince  deprived 
his  mistress  at  the  moment  of  their  inarria 
afterwards,  when  too  late,  repenting  of  it,  an 
ing  to  expiate  his  crime,  had  this  convent 
— two  of  them  are  for  men  and  one  for  \ 
three  hospitals  are  also  established  upon  a 
plan,  and  a  bazar,  with  handsome  piazzas 
the  city  loange.  The  public  gardens  and  un 
certainly  susceptible  of  improvement ;  bu 
the  whole,  it  has  a  clean  and  regular  appc 
and  bids  iaur,  from  its  trade  and  situation 
come  an  important  city.  The  government 
immense  quantities  of  grain  from  hence  to 
tersburg,  and  two  hundred  barges  were  no' 
off  the  city  loaded  with  that  article,  and  ? 
vend  millions  of  eggs. 

Ajouag  Ereachman,  who  had  been  fiv 
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wounded  in  the  battle  of  Borodino  1 1 1  accompanied 
me  in  my  rambles.  He  prefers,  it  seems,  to  ro- 
main  here,  teaching  his  native  language,  rather  than 
retom  to  his  native  country.  He  murmured  a  lit- 
tle at  the  facility  with  which  his  scholars  acquired 
the  tongue ;  remarking  also,  what  I  believe  is  now 
generally  acknowledged,  the  general  aptitude  of 
the  Russian,  whether  in  learning  or  teaching.  I 
visited  among  other  things  a  canal,  which  the  last 
of  the  independent  princes  projected  and  began,  to 
shorten  a  communication,  as  well  as  to  form  a  win- 
ter haven  for  the  barges  and  other  small  craft, 
which  were,  and  indeed  are  still,  exposed  to  con- 
siderable danger  from  the  ice  in  the  Volga.  A  mile 
only  is  wanting  to  complete  this  great  and  useful 
undertaking,  in  the  junction  of  the  Tmak  and  Volga. 
Of  the  earth  thrown  out  during  the  excavation,  has 
been  formed  at  once  a  good  road  and  a  strong  ram- 
part to  the  city. 

It  was  at  Tver  that  I  fii*st  began  to  comprehend 
any  thing  of  the  Russian  hierarchy.  It  appears 
that  the  Greek  church  admits  of  two  distinct 
classea  and  degrees,  which  may  be  called  monastic 
and  lay  orders ;  to  the  first  of  which  belong  metro- 
politans, archbishops,  bishops,  archimandrites,  and 
egoumens  or  abbots ;  to  the  second,  protopopes  or 
deans,  priests,  archdeacons,  deacons,  clerks,  and 
readers.  Each  provincial  capital  has  an  institu- 
tion to  which  all  the  sons  of  the  clergy  are  admis- 
•ible>  to  study  the  principles  of  their  theology,  and 
moral  philosophy,  and  are  afterwards  turned  over 
to  the  general  college  to  complete  their  education, 
either  for  a  military  or  an  ecclesiastical  life.  If 
the  former  be  adopted,  they  enter  the  army  with 
the  rank  and  pay  of  an  officer ;  if  the  latter,  they 
are  ordained  deacons    The  obii^tion  of  inai^\ag|d 
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18  imposed  upon  all  thofle  who  are  below  the  de^ 
gree  of  an  egonmen  or  abbot ;  and  should  the  wifcs 
die  before  their  ordination  as  priests,  they  are  for 
ever  precladed  from  that  order.  But  if  the  wife 
of  a  priest  dies,  he  may  nevertheless  become  a 
dean :  and  if  he  afterwards  enters  a  monastery,  be 
may  arrive  at  the  highest  degree.  Should,  how- 
ever, the  theological  disciple  be  determined  upon 
a  state  of  celibacy,  he  may  at  once  enter  the  mo- 
nastic order,  and  become  possessed  of  the  power 
of  a  priest,  as  well  as  of  the  highest  degree ;  bat  he 
can  never  afterwards  become  a  disciple  of  Hymen. 
The  revenue  of  a  metropolitan  does  not  exceed 
eight  hundred  pounds  a-year,  that  of  an  archbishop 
six  hundred,  and  of  a  bishop  five  hundred — sums 
apparently  as  small  as  persons  of  their  rank  can 
possibly  subsist  upon,  even  in  Russia.  They  are^ 
however,  allowed  a  considerable  sum,  which  k 
paid  to  them  annually,  for  the  purposes  of  charity. 
Early  on  Monday,  the  5th  June,  I  quitted  Tver 
for  Moscow,  passing  sometimes  along  the  banks  d 
the  Volga,  at  others  over  a  rich  grain  country, 
amusing  my  mind  alternately  with  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  promising  crops,  and  the  thousands  of 
loaded  barges  destined  to  bear  them.  Reached 
Davidova  (thirty-two  miles)  at  two  o*clock,  where 
I  stopped  to  refresh,  passing  on  my  way  a  great 
number  of  pedestrian  labourers,  who,  like  the  ChiV> 
legos  of  Spain,  were  travelling  to  the  southward 
to  assist  the  less  populous  districts  in  getting  in 
the  harvest.  An  amazing  quantity  of  timber  was* 
felled  and  felling  on  the  road-side,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  the  road  in  repair ;  nearly  the 
whole  distance  from  Novgorod  to  Moscow  being 
B  wooden  causeway.  At  eight  in  the  evening  I 
coaUnned  my  ronte>  reacbiinf;  ILVmsx  ^\  \i»As&^ 


Mw>c%  imiBBMi  hwdb  of  ci»» 
<f  Jieapi  witk  wdt-peopM  ▼iDaf% 

IM  mlh  pknCf  of  Ihek  hntd,  nilk,  m1i»  and 
IMM»  vhlA  I  femd  virjr  •iMlkm  five.  FlMiiaf 
feraa^  TwIwrMy  GiU|  I  eatend  Mmeow  aft 
i|^  aiha  aMffBiM,  the  laat  atiga  baiag  iBrtrm 
^jtf  tdgtkig.  Much  raio  Mlt  aad  I  was  Mi  a 
Makamrtanaah  the  hoapitaUa  abode  of  lb 
liowaa  m  tfane  to  bceakbtk  The  laH  cUrlf-liM 
bwa  I  mumit  aa  baviar  wilseaa  ta  one  of  my 
Wafteat  padaajriaa  ii  iua  lliu diKaaea  b  leSrenlib 
^  ihooft  96  Htlaa  c  I  nan^  howetarf  doaa  the  aaaie 
^  PoilDgaL 

The  iHdHapa  oa  the  approaflh  to  Bfoieew,  ftaai 
kie  PatBibaiM  Mt,  gifea  no  praniae  of  ao  great 
aetioBalii,  it  being  ofer  a  arearjr  and  desolate 
veto.  Mordoes  the  immenee  and  ancient  capital 
idf  make  its  appearance  until  the  traveller  ia 
thin  two  miles  of  it,  when^  upon  rounding  a 
all  low  eopse,  sprinkled  with  a  few  genteel 
tHiBgs^  hondreds  of  spires  and  steeples,  domes 
towersy  flash  upon  tne  eye— one  vast  assenH 
o  of  baildings  rising  in  the  fore-ground^  and 
the  vncoltiyated  Sparrow-hills  upon  the  right, 
ftar  breakfast  I  waited  upon  his  excell€»cy 
oremor-general,  and  arranged  my  papers  ao 
dlow  the  resumption  of  my  journey  at  leisuret 
hen  perambulated  the  city.     Among  other 
,  the  great  gun,  in  whose  muzzle  I  sat  up- 
as well  as  the  greater  bell,  bespoke  my  at- 
u 

dl  not  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  themaavy 
inge  Btaries  of  which  this  bell  baa  beesi  tm 
hat  on  the  aatertiou  of  the  leOHMd.  Dt 
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is  imposed  upon  all  those  who  are  below  the  de^ 
gree  of  an  egoumen  or  abbot ;  and  should  the  "wirm 
die  before  their  ordination  as  priests,  they  are  fo 
ever  precluded  from  that  order.  But  if  the  wife 
of  a  priest  dies,  he  may  nevertheless  become  a 
dean :  and  if  he  afterwards  enters  a  monastery,  he 
may  arrive  at  the  highest  degree.  Should,  how- 
ever, the  theological  disciple  be  determined  upon 
a  state  of  celibacy,  he  may  at  once  enter  the  mo- 
nastic order,  and  become  possessed  of  the  power 
of  a  priest,  as  well  as  of  the  highest  degree ;  bat  he 
can  never  afterwards  become  a  disciple  of  Hymen. 
The  revenue  of  a  metropolitan  does  not  exceed 
eight  hundred  pounds  a-year,  that  of  an  archbishop 
six  hundred,  and  of  a  bishop  five  hundred — sums 
apparently  as  small  as  persons  of  their  rank  can 
possibly  subsist  upon,  even  in  Russia.  They  are^ 
however,  allowed  a  considerable  sum,  which  m 
paid  to  them  annually,  for  the  purposes  of  charity. 
Early  on  Monday,  the  5th  June,  I  quitted  Tver 
for  Moscow,  passing  sometimes  along  the  banks  of 
the  Volga,  at  others  over  a  rich  grain  country, 
amusing  my  mind  alternately  with  the  coatempla- 
tion  of  the  promising  crops,  and  the  thonaands  of 
loaded  barges  destined  to  bear  them.  Reached 
Davidova  (thirty-two  miles)  at  two  o*clock,  when 
I  stopped  to  refresh,  passing  on  my  way  a  great 
number  of  pedestrian  labourers,  who,  like  the  Gra^ 
legos  of  Spain,  were  travelling  to  the  southward 
to  assist  the  less  populous  districts  in  getting  in 
the  harvest.  An  amasdng  quantity  of  timber  was 
felled  and  felling  on  the  road-side,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  the  road  in  repair ;  neariy  the 
whole  distance  from  Novgorod  to  Moscow  being 
a  wooden  causeway.  At  eight  in  the  evening  I 
cantukued  my  route,  reachmg  Klinn  at  mii 
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and  Peski  at  four  in  the  morning.  The  country 
had  a  pleasing  appearance,  immense  herds  of  cat- 
tle and  flocks  of  sheep,  with  well-peopled  villages, 
greeting  the  eye  in  every  direction.  I  was  sup- 
plied with  plenty  of  black  bread,  milk,  salt,  and 
knass,  which  I  found  very  excellent  fare.  Passing 
through  Tschornaya  Graz,  I  entered  Moscow  at 
eight  in  the  morning,  the  last  stage  being  distress- 
ingly fatiguing.  Much  rain  fell,  and  I  was  not  a 
little  happy  to  reach  the  hospitable  abo<Ie  of  Mr 
Rowan  in  time  to  breakfast.  The  last  thirty- two 
hours  I  warrant  as  bearing  witness  to  one  of  my 
greatest  pedestrian  trips— the  distance  is  IGSversts, 
or  about  96  miles :  I  have,  however,  done  the  same 
in  Portugal. 

The  landscape  on  the  approach  to  Moscow,  from 
the  Petersburg  side,  gives  no  promise  of  so  great 
a  metropolis,  it  being  over  a  dreary  and  desolate 
waste.  Nor  does  the  immense  and  ancient  capital 
itself  make  its  appearance  until  the  traveller  is 
within  two  miles  of  it,  when,  upon  rounding  a 
small  low  copse,  sprinkled  with  a  few  genteel 
dwellings,  hundreds  of  spires  and  steeples,  domes 
and  towers,  flash  upon  the  eye— one  vast  assem- 
blage of  buildings  rising  in  the  fore-ground,  and 
only  the  uncultivated  Sparrow- hills  upon  the  right. 

After  breakfast  I  waited  upon  his  excellency 
the  governor-general,  and  arranged  my  papers  so 
as  to  allow  the  resumption  of  my  journey  at  leisure, 
tnd  then  perambulated  the  city.  Among  other 
things,  the  great  gun,  in  whose  muzzle  I  sat  up« 
right,  as  well  as  the  greater  bell,  bespoke  my  at- 
tention. 

I  shall  not  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the  many 
and  strange  stories  of  which  this  bell  has  been  the 
subject ;  but  oa  the  asaertion  of  the  learned  Dt 
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Clarke,  that  the  Russian  nation  might  as  weH  t 
tempt  to  suspend  a  three-decker,  with  all  her  a 
pare],  tackling,  &c.  I  would  only  obsenre^  that : 
nation  possesses  better  means  for  performing  m 
a  feat,  nor  has  any  nation  made  a  better  use  of  ra 
means  than  Russia ;  they  are,  I  should  think,  qn 
lified  to  remove  as  large  or  as  weighty  a  body 
any  other  nation  in  Europe.  The  Russians,  fei 
years  ago,  transported,  from  the  frontiers  of  £ 
rope  to  the  north-east  of  Asia,  cannon,  ancbo( 
and  other  heavy  articles,  belonging  to  ^n  ezpedi^ 
about  to  explore  the  Icy  Sea,  and  all  went  01 
land  for  a  distance  of  about  seven  thousand  mib 
I  have  seen  similar  exertions  in  Canada,  but  by: 
means  superior ;  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  tl 
any  thing  can  and  will  be  done  in  Russia,  wh 
the  order  is  accompanied  with  those  almigh 
words,  "  kacknee  bouid,"  which  truly  means  "  a: 
how,"  but  is  generally  used  in  the  sense  of  ^ 
must  be  done." 

It  will  not  be  supposed  that  I  should  omit 
visit  the  Kremlin,  which  is  still  an  extraordim 
place.  Although  much  of  its  singular  appeann 
Ijns  been  obviated  in  the  restored  buildings,  yet 
h  still  far  from  regular.  The  view  from  the  ton 
of  St  John  is  still  preserved,  that  building  ban 
withstood  the  fury  of  the  general  conflagratk 
The  new  imperial  palace  is  wholly  undeserving  t 
name ;  and  only  that  a  building  is  wanted  for  t 
use  of  the  imperial  family,  and  that  there  was 
vacancy  upon  the  site  on  which  it  stands,  it  woi 
call  loudly  for  another  firebrand.  Of  course 
conformed  to  the  general  custom  in  taking  off  i 
hat  as  I  passed  under  the  holy  gate,  and  again 
visiting  the  little  chapel  of  Peter  the  Great* 
every  other  r^apecX  than  that  of  population,  I  foa 
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Moscow  the  same  as  in  Clarke's  time,  beantifui 
and  rich,  grotesqne  and  absurd,  magnificent  and 
mean.  Bnt  besides  these  general  features,  there  is 
at  present  one  arising  from  latter  circumstancesy 
the  city  being  only  half  built  and  the  streets  half 
finished ;  brick  and  mortar  everywhere  incommo- 
ding the  passenger.  Such  is  the  appearance  of  Mos- 
cow, which  is  yet  very  surprising,  considering  how 
recently  it  has  risen  from  its  ashes. 

The  former  number  of  churches,  chapels,  and 
mosques  {the  forty-forties)  is  now  reduced  to  less 
than  half  the  number.  Of  public  and  private  hos- 
pitals there  are  several.  The  most  remarkable  is 
the  Foundling,  which  escaped  the  fire;  a  noble 
and  well-endowed  edifice.  The  average  number 
of  infants  received,  one  year  with  another,  is  esti- 
mated at  five  or  six  thousand.  Not  more  than 
two-thirds  of  these  are  understood  to  be  reared. 
What,  besides  the  ordinary  dangers  attendant  on 
exposure,  principally  of  course  in  the  night,  and  in 
such  a  climate,  may  be  the  cause  of  this  mortality, 
I  know  not,  and  it  would  be  evidently  foreign  to 
my  object  to  inquire. 

The  hospitals  of  Count  Sheremetio£f  and  Prince 
Galitzin  are  monuments  of  private  beneficence  and 
public  humanity.  The  former  has  two  hundred 
and  fifty  patients  within  its  walls,  independent  of 
out-door  pensioners.  Persons  of  all  nations,  and 
of  both  sexes,  and  with  whatever  disorders  they 
may  be  afflicted,  are  admissible  for  cure  ;  and  the 
old  and  infirm  remain  for  life.  A  physician,  sur- 
geon, inspector,  apothecary,  and  proper  attendants, 
are  settled  on  the  establishments,  with  handsome 
salaries  and  apartments.  The  buildings  are  spa- 
cious and  elegantly  modern.  The  wards  are  E\nA!iX> 
coataining  bat  eight  patieDtSf  a  novel>  tboxigV^  l^^^' 

JF  2 


66  MOSCOW. 

haps  an  improving  feature  in  a  medical  eatablidi-' 
menty  as  evidently  tending  to  the  diminutioii  of 
contagion.  The  rooms  are  well  ventilated.  The 
revenue  is  150,000  roubles,  derived  from  the  pro* 
perty  of  8000  peasants,  besides  lands  and  villi^^pn. 
The  late  count  is  said  to  have  founded  the  hospi- 
tal in  consideration  of  the  Emperor  s  permission  to 
marry  one  of  his  own  female  slaves.  The  pre- 
sent young  count  deserves  much  credit,  for  having 
improved  the  rents  and  extended  the  privileges  <^ 
the  hospital.  That  belonging  to  Prince  GaUtadn 
is  on  a  similar  plan,  although  not  quite  ao  eztcA- 
sive. 

Moscow  is  said  to  stand  upon  more  ground  thai 
any  city  in  Europe ;  which  may  very  well  be  tnu^ 
as  almost  every  palace  or  nobleman's  house  has  a 
garden,  and  all  wooden  houses  are  detached,  from 
the  fear  of  fire.  There  are  many  public  edifices 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  traveller,  as  well 
from  the  noTelty  of  their  architecture  as  from  tbmr 
destination;  the  magnificence  of  some  is  indeed 
surprising,  containing  as  they  do  six  or  seven  hmfe* 
dred  body  servants  during  the  winter  season.  The 
present  population  is  reckoned  at  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  souls  ;  a  population  which  it  is 
supposed  fluctuates  sixty  or  seventy  tliousand-^ 
the  present,  the  winter  season,  being  the  period 
when  the  gaieties  are  at  their  height.  On  the  30th 
of  May  I  quitted  Moscow,  in  a  drosky,  accompa- 
nied by  Mr  Rowan,  to  dine  with  a  Scotch  gent]»> 
man,  a  Mr  Rogers,  who  manages  the  agricoltnral 
part  of  Count  Romansoff 's  property  in  the  Elnglish 
style,  which  has  been  introduced  with  great  soo- 
eess.  We  afterwards  visited  the  beautiful  botani- 
cal garden  of  Count  Razumofsky,  called  Gorinkay^ 
ivAIcb  does  infinite  credit  to  lihe  «w^faift«9EA«sn& 
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of  Dr  Fischer.  The  number  of  its  plants,  thirteen 
thousand,  would  alone  recommend  it  to  the  botan- 
ist, as  will  the  buildings  and  pleasure-grounds  to 
tliat  of  the  inferior  savans.  Two  more  patriotic 
noblemen  than  these  two  do  not  exist. 

From  my  highland  companion  I  received  a  pair 
of  leather  trowsers,  no  small  present  on  such  a 
journey ;  and,  parting  with  my  amiable  and  uni- 
▼enally  beloved  friend  Mr  Rowan,  commenced 
my  journey  on  foot.  Passed,  at  two  miles,  the 
mi^ificent  chateau  of  a  Prince  Galitzin — (the 
great  number  of  these  princes  must  excuse  my  spe- 
cification of  them)  ;  sifter  which,  amid  heavy  rain 
and  thunder,  I  passed  through  several  small  vil- 
lages to  Bouncova,  lying  in  a  well-cultivated  and 
picturesque  country.  I  was  greatly  fatigued  with 
twenty-five  miles  of  heavy  walk,  and  felt  indeed  a 
little  melancholy.  After  a  night's  rest,  however, 
I  resumed  with  revived  spirits,  and  reached  Vos- 
pncbe.  The  country  is  interesting,  and  adorned 
with  many  residences  belonging  to  the  lords  of  the 
village,  but  which  are  going  to  ruin  as  fast  as  time 
and  neglect  can  push  them.  To  Uchekittinah  is 
bill  and  dale,  wood  and  water,  all  the  way.  I  ar- 
rived at  Vladimu:  in  time  to  breakfast,  travelling 
during  the  night  to  escape  the  heat  of  the  sun. 
My  way  of  life  had  evidently  excited  an  interest 
in  the  peasantry  among  whom  I  passed,  several  of 
them  dividing  their  meals,  and  sharing  their  fire  and 
dwellings  with  me,  with  the  most  cordial  good 
will ;  nor  did  the  perusal  of  my  passports,  and 
other  Russian  documents,  afford  them  the  less 
nupriae— such  a  favour  they  justly  considered  had 
never  before  been  granted,  and  therefore  I  was  of 
comne  more  than  ordinarily  farouredm 

J  might  nevertheless  have  considered  myaeVt 


68  VLADIMIR. 

fortunate,  if  I  could  have  reached  Vladimir  with 
only  a  sound  drubbing  instead  of  a  broken  hetdy 
merely  because  I  could  not  ask  in  the  Russian  lan- 
guage for  some  kuass,  and  fire  to  light  my  pipe. 
To  prevent  the  recurrence  of  this  evil,  on  the  next 
occasion  I  entered  a  house,  scuis  ceremonies  and 
helped  myself.  My  hostess  instantly  dashed  the 
cup  into  the  street,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
others  of  her  sex,  drove  me  after  it  at  the  end  of 
broomsticks,  which  were  besides  not  spared  upon 
my  back.  The  odds  were  fearful  against  me ;  I 
was,  therefore,  content  to  bear  my  punishment 
without  resistance.  At  the  next  place,  a  decent 
chop-house  in  Vladimir,  I  inquired,  of  a  servant 
who  spoke  French,  the  character  of  my  persecn* 
tors,  and  learned  that  most  of  those  villages  are  in- 
habited by  Raskolnicks  or  Schismatics,  who  have 
in  a  manner  withdrawn  or  separated  from  the  Greek 
church,  and  admit  of  even  less  toleration  than  the 
church  of  Rome.  They  are  bound  by  the  rules 
of  their  religion  to  deny  food,  fire,  and  water,  and 
every  assistance,  to  all  who  are  not  of  their  own 
persuasion  ;  and  are  even  forbidden  to  hold  any  in- 
tercourse with  them.  Notwithstanding  the  repnl- 
siveness  of  these  tenets,  they  are  said  to  gain  many 
thousands  of  proselytes  every  year.  They  are  con- 
sidered good  agriculturists,  and  of  the  most  sober 
and  industrious  habits,  never  drinking  ardent  s[n- 
rits,  nor  using  tobacco.  Among  themselves  they 
are  a  kind  friendly  people,  and  excellent  fathers 
and  husbands ;  but  towards  the  rest  of  the  world 
are — what  I  too  certainly  experienced. 

Vladimir  is  a  fine  city  on  the  banks  of  the  Kli- 

asma,  the  capital  of  a  small  province  only,  althongii 

formerly  of  ail  Ducal  Russia.     Its  situation  is 

beautiful,  standing  on  a  confiivde;i^\^  «ia\&K&fiie 
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wHcfa  overliaxigs  the  river,  and  commandiDg  a  fine 
view  of  tlie  surronnding  conntiy.  There  are  still 
remaining  many  traces  of  its  former  greatness,  such 
as  the  royal  palace  and  gardens,  a  range  of  public 
offices,  and  several  handsome  churches.  The  day 
iras  hot,  and  I  took  advantage  of  it  to  wash  and 
dry  my  linen — ^no  unusual  thing  with  me  on  board 
of  a  man  of  war,  where  I  have  often  b^en  obliged 
not  only  to  do  this,  but  have  been  prevented  from 
wearing  shoes  or  stockings  on  the  score  of  econo- 
my ; — alas  I  how  times  are  changed.  My  washing 
being  finbhed,  I  lay  down  under  the  bridge,  and 
enjoyed  a  sound  sleep.  In  the  evening  I  resumed 
my  route  towards  Nishney  Novgorod. 

The  road  was  a  heavy  one,  and  when  I  had 
passed  seven  versts,  all  signs  of  cultivation  ceased. 
By  midnight  I  reached  Soudogda,  and  at  two  the 
next  day,  Morshok,  over  a  low,  sandy,  «ad  dreary 
country,  covered  with  hrtish-vrooAy  furnishing  no- 
thing but  materials  for  crack  ships.  In  the  even* 
ing,  at  Dratchevo,  my  passports  were  demanded 
by  two  young  men,  whom  I  somewhat  hastily  set 
down  as  troublesome  fellows,  because  no  entreaties 
could  induce  them  to  allow  my  proceeding  without 
my  passport  being  inspected  by  the  general  of  bri- 
gade. I  was,  however,  more  than  a  little  ashamed 
of  my  pertinacity,  on  being  sent  to  a  comfortable 
lodging,  followed  by  a  hot  and  substantial  supper. 
In  the  morning  I  received  a  message  to  attend  the 
genera],  with  whom  I  breakfasted ;  and  in  consider- 
ation of  having  been  detained  all  the  night,  which 
was  my  time  of  travelling,  I  was  favoured  with  a 
vehicle  as  far  as  Mourom.  This  is  the  principal 
rendezvous  of  the  Mordva  Tartars,  beaiing  the 
name  of  a  city,  but  undeserving  of  that  of  village^ 
being  a  vast  uBsemhiage  of  unsociable  bulB,  viVxXk 
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six  or  seTcn  churches.  Its  situation  on  the  Ola 
is  somewhat  in  its  favonr ;  but,  except  that,  and 
tracing  the  origin  of  its  eccentric  inhabitants,  I  be- 
lieve there  is  nothing  of  interest  for  the  scientific— 
much  less  for  the  ordinary — ^traveller. 

Having  hired  a  canoe,  I  paddled  across  the  river, 
and,  following  a  dreary  and  marshy  country,  reacb- 
ed  Manacovo.  At  a  pretty  little  village  on  the 
banks  of  a  lake,  at  midnight,  I  was  greatly  cbarm- 
ed  with  the  singing  of  some  boys  and  girls,  accom- 
panied by  a  simple  instrument,  called,  in  Russian, 
baalaalaika,  and  which  is  in  fact  only  a  two-stringed 
guitar.  The  effect  of  this  rude  harmony,  softened 
by  its  passage  across  the  water,  was  peculiarly 
sweet. 

The  beauty  of  the  night  prompted  rae  to  Gon« 
tinue  my  route,  and  I  left  the  happy  villagers  for 
Pogost,  twenty.four  miles,  where  I  arrived  half 
famished  and  quite  fatigued,  not  having  tasted  food 
during  twenty-four  hours,  and  a  march  of  forty 
miles.  I  had,  however,  drank  abundantly,  per* 
haps  incautiously,  of  water.  The  country  was 
level  and  fertile,  well  wooded,  and  somewhat  preC* 
ty,  in  its  scenery.  Nor  is  the  town  of  Pogost  by 
any  means  an  ill-built  one  ;  its  annual  fair  had  just 
terminated,  and  I  could  not  help  smiling  at  the 
remnant  of  saleable  articles,  consisting  of  horses, 
carts,  wheels,  saddlery,  and,  in  short,  every  consti- 
tuent and  requisite  for  ordinary  vehicles,  besides 
an  abundance  of  common  earthenware,  rope,  with 
kuass  and  bread  to  refresh  the  sober,  and  barrels 
of  spirit  to  stupify  the  drunkard — of  which,  indeed, 
there  was  no  scarcity,  either  of  men  or  women. 

Being  too  jaded  to  proceed  farther,  I  thoogfat 

myself  fortunate  in  being  able  to  pass  the  night  in 

a  cask;  nor  did  I  think  this  mode  of  passing  thi 
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night  a  noYel  one ;  often,  very  often,  have  I,  iu  the 
fastnesBes  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  passed  tlio  night 
in  a  similar  style.  Here  I  usarp  the  place  of 
crockery,  there  I  usurped  that  of  wine ;  here  in  the 
laud  of  liherality,  there  in  that  of  nonentity.  Ar- 
riFed  at  PavIoTo,  distant  fourteen  miles,  over  a 
cross  road,  and  a  beautiful  as  well  as  fertile  valley, 
studded  with  villages,  in  the  midst  of  which  the 
Oka  makes  its  course. 

FavloYO  is  placed  in  a  bay  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Oka,  which  is  crowded  with  small  vessels.  It 
is  said  to  contain  eight  thousand  workmen,  and  is 
the  private  property  of  General  Sheremetioff,  the 
head  of  which  family^  a  minor,  is  possessed  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  peasants.  The  gene- 
ral's property  is,  however,  a  vile  dirty  place  ;  but 
the  surrounding  country,  and  the  view  of  it  from 
the  palace,  is  very  fine. 

I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  viewing  the  immense 
iron- works  here  carried  on,  being  anxious  to  get  on 
towards  Nishney  Novgorod,  which  I  entered  on 
the  evening  of  the  next  day.  I  had  previously 
passed  through  Selo-Bogorodskoye,  where  I  un- 
derwent a  second  lecture  for  smoking  in  the  viU 
lage.  The  elder  of  the  village  spared  me,  doubt- 
less, however,  on  the  same  grounds  as  had  excused 
me  on  a  previous  occasion.  The  country  appear- 
ed extremely  populous,  and  I  felt  highly  pleased 
with  my  walk  on  the  elevated  banks  of  the  Oka,  and 
in  witnessing  its  numerous  establishments  of  tan- 
ners and  dyers,  with  such  extensive  iron-works, 
that  the  neighbourhood  of  Pavlovo  has  been  justly 
termed  the  Birmingham  of  Russia. 

The  entrance  to  Nishney  Novgorod  is  execrable, 
from  the  extreme  filthiness  of  the  suburbs  ;  but  de- 
tcending  a  steep  hi)),  I  found  myself  in  a  busy  ^oiOi 
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crowded  market,  where  I  procured  a  drosky,  and 
proceeded  to  the  dwelling  of  Baron  Bode,  to  wfaon 
I  carried  a  recommendatory  letter.  He  receiTed 
me  kindly^  placing  me  for  board  in  his  own  honae ; 
while  for  lodging  I  preferred  the  open  air  of  his 
garden ;  there,  with  my  knapsack  for  a  pillow,  I 
passed  the  night  more  pleasantly  than  I  sbonki 
have  done  on  a  bed  of  down,  which  the  baron  most 
sincerely  pressed  me  to  accept.  The  city  ia  large, 
scattered,  and  somewhat  ill  built,  but  evidently  im- 
proving. This  is  evinced  by  the  nnmber  of  new 
buildings  which  have  been  erected,  in  consequence 
of  the  celebrated  fair  called  Makarie£P  being  trans- 
planted hither.  The  upper  part  of  the  city,  in 
which  the  governor,  chief  officers,  and  military,  re- 
side, is  of  course  the  best.  Its  situation  ia  pecu- 
liarly pleasant  and  airy,  though  surrounded  by  the 
stubborn  remains  of  the  old  citadel  and  Tartar  walL 
The  lower  town  which  may  be  termed  the  St 
Giles's  of  the  city,  is  occupied  principally  by  per- 
sons engaged  in  merchandise. 

Nishney  Novgorod,  in  contradistinction  to  Great 
Novgorod,  owes  its  existence  to  the  Great  Duke 
Vassil,  who  thus  named  it  when  he  caused  its  in- 
habitants to  be  transplanted  there  from  the  great 
city  before  named.  Its  inhabitants,  Russians  and 
Tartars,  amount  to  fifteen  or  sixteen  thousand, 
though  its  visitors  during  the  fiedr  probably  make 
its  population  at  that  time  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand-  Among 
them  may  be  seen  Chinese,  Persians,  Circassians, 
Armenians,  Tartars,  Buchanans,  Jews  (of  course), 
and  a  specimen  besides  of  almost  every  European 
nation.  The  fair,  in  point  of  value,  is  considered 
as  second  to  none  in  Europe ;  the  business  done 
behig  estimated  at  nearly  two  hundred  millions  of 
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roables.  This  Gomputation  may  probably  allow  a 
deduction  of  about  one  half,  bnt  in  any  case  the 
goveniment  derives  from  it  a  very  considerable  re- 
venue. The  baildings  on  the  site  for  the  fair  are 
is  a  forward  state,  but  will  still  require  many 
years,  and  several  millions  of  money,  to  complete. 
The  Bituation  is  considered  highly  eligible,  and  the 
plan  is  by  General  Betancourt,  an  eminent  Spanish 
en^neer. 

The  eligibility  of  the  new  site  is,  notwithstand- 
ing, fairly  questionable,  as  it  is  not  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  danger  of  an  inundation  by  the 
Oka,  firom  the  river  giving  indications,  at  no  dis- 
tant period,  of  shifting  its  channel ;  in  which  case 
the  consequences  must  be  fatal.  A  canal  has  re- 
cently been  cut  so  as  to  make  this  part  an  island, 
instead  of  a  peninsula  as  before ;  a  measure  which, 
in  my  opinion,  CMitributes  to  weaken  the  foimda- 
tion,  becMise  the  canal  lies  streamward  of  the  fair, 
and,  consequently,  at  the  rises  or  freshes  of  the  ri- 
ver, it  is  liable  to  be  completely  overflowed.  When 
it  is  recollected  that  the  last  overflowing  of  the 
Volga  formed  a  new  bank  of  seven  feet  high  above 
the  common  bed  of  the  river,  between  the  city  and 
the  fair,  it  is  not  too  much  to  fear  that  it  may  serve 
to  change  the  course  of  the  river,  whose  extra  rise 
was  last  year  thirty-five  feet ;  and  should  the  new- 
formed  bank  prove  a  solid  foundation,  and  resist  for 
some  years  the  impetuosity  of  the  stream,  there 
will  then  be  no  other  outlet  but  the  very  site  of  the 
fair,  as  it  stands  nearly  opposite  to  the  place  where 
the  Oka  discharges  its  waters  into  the  Volga. 
Many  people  think,  and,  it  appears  to  me,  reason- 
ably, that  lower  down  the  Volga,  as  at  Kazan  or 
Bokorotsk,  were  more  eligible  places  for  the  fan*, 
when  its  removal  became  iodispensable. 

voz,  I.  G  % 
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NMiney  Novgorod  is,  also,  too  near  St  Peters- 
burg, and  too  far  from  Persia,  Astrakan,  Bucha- 
ria,  and  China,  to  be  conveniently  reached  in  one 
season,  because  the  latter  journeys  are  against, 
while  the  former  is  with,  the  stream.  Had  Kazan 
or  Bokorotsk  been  selected,  the  voyage  would  hafe 
been  more  nearly  equalized  both  in  time  and  ex- 
pense. 

I  was  shown  over  the  fair  by  a  Spanish  gentle* 
man,  now  an  officer  of  engineers  of  Russia,  an^ 
with  whose  iisunily,  in  Granada  in  Spain,  I  had 
lately  resided.  He  is  married  to  the  daughter  of 
GeneralBetancourt,  chief  of  his  department.  I 
dined  with  him  and  two  other  Spanish  colonels,  as 
well  as  a  young  Moscovy  Englishman,  the  whole 
party  even  here,  in  the  very  heart  of  Russia^  talk- 
ing only  the  Spanish  language. 

His  excellency  the  governor  received  me  with 
customary  attention ;  but  I  was  not  so  fortunate  as 
to  meet  his  amiable  lady,  an  Englishwoman.  The 
truth  was,  her  servant  would  not  admit  me,  judg- 
ing, no  doubt,  from  the  length  of  my  beard  and 
shabbiness  of  my  dress,  that  I  must  be  a  Jew,  or 
something  worse.  Thus  denied,  I  embarked,  in  a 
freak  of  fancy,  on  board  a  lighter  bound  to  Kazaa, 
the  better  to  enjoy  the  beautiful  scenery  of  the 
Volga ;  having  previously,  and  only  just  in  timc^ 
been  supplied  with  provisions  and  a  pair  of  Elngliah 
shooting-shoes  (my  constant  Godsends),  throi^ 
the  kindness  of  my  excellent  host  Baron  Bode. 
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lie  Vo]ga<— Makarieff— >Kiumodeiniansk«-Tcheback8ar.— 
Vatchi — Kazan — Perm — Kouagour — Souksoum,  Demi- 
doff's  Zavod— Achitskaya  Erepost^-Krasnoufinsk^-Be- 
limbaiefekjT  Zavod — Ekatherinebourg^-Berezofsky—Ka- 
mishloff—Tameii— Tobolsk. 

I  AM  now  on  the  magnificent  Volga.  The  light- 
nr  on  board  which  I  had  embarked  did  not  depart 
br  thirty-six  honrs,  and  I  felt  too  much  of  the  sail- 
ir  in  me  to  quit  her ;  in  short,  I  considered  my- 
elf  as  one  of  the  crew,  working  my  passage,  and 
s  such  employed  myself.  Nothing  was  demanded 
f  me  but  to  row  the  boat  ashore  for  the  captain^ 
nd  now  and  then  a  glass  of  vodkey.  This  I  was 
ontent  to  submit  to,  till  I  found  that  some  grog 
ad  more  tobacco  was  followed  by  the  demand  of 
till  more  grog,  which  my  purse  could  very  ill  bear. 
'.  was  therefore  very  well  pleased  when  the  anchor 
¥9B  weighed,  and  we  descended  the  stream ;  but 
10  slow  was  our  progress,  that  we  kept  the  heights 
>f  Novgorod  in  sight  for  two  days,  being  frequent- 
y  obliged  to  anchor,  with  the  ever-dunning  sound 
>f  "  Vodkey,  batiushka,"  or.  Gin,  master.  The 
vessel  I  was  in  measured  about  two  hundred  and 
Efty  tons,  perfectljr  Bat-bottomed,  and  drawing Wt 
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five  feet  water.  At  length,  losing  sight  of  Nish- 
ney  Novgorod,  we  passed  many  islsuads  and  yH' 
lages,  the  latter  always  on  the  right  bank,  and  on 
the  left;  an  uninterrupted  low  moorish  heath.  The 
strength  of  the  current  I  calculated  at  two  knots 
and  a  half. 

The  variety  and  singular  appearance  of  the  dif- 
ferent craft  on  the  Volga,  not  a  little  surprised  and 
amused  me,  as  well  as  the  innumerable  different 
ways  in  which  they  were  propelled.  The  present 
season  of  the  year,  that  immediately  preceding  the 
&ir,  is  the  best  for  the  navigation  of  the  Volga, 
when  barks  from  one  thousand  tons  to  the  aiae  of 
a  canoe,  all  promiscuously  float  together.  They 
ere  generally  provided  with  one  mast,  whid,  in 
the  largest,  may  equal  a  frigate's  main-mast.  Hie 
weight  of  the  mat-sail  must  be  prodigious,  haying 
no  fewer  than  an  hundred  and  sixty  breadths  in  it ; 
and  yet  the  facility  with  which  it  is  managed  will 
bear  comparison  with  that  of  the  Yankies,  with 
their  boom  main-sail  in  the  fore  and  aft  dippeis. 
They  are  generally  worked  by  from  fifteen  to  forty 
people.  The  rudder  is  a  ponderous  machine,  in 
many  cases  suspended  from  the  stem-post,  and  yet 
towing  astern  twelve  and  fifteen  feet ;  the  tiUers  of 
which  I  have  ascertained  from  measurement  to  be 
from  thirty  to  forty  feet  long,  and  all  woriced  by 
the  hand. 

The  soil  on  either  side  is  clay  and  chalk,  and 
the  wood  fir  and  birch.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
villages  are  the  inoffensive  and  ignorant  Fins,  a 
race  of  people  more  approximating  to  the  character 
of  the  Gallegos  in  Lisbon  than  any  other  class  of 
people  I  have  seen.  Their  great  content  and  small 
possessions  are  in  both  a  prominent  feature.  We 
reached  Makarieff  after  a  tedMraa  and  vezatioiis 
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T03^8^  TezatioaB  from  the  annoyance  of  the  horse- 
fliee  and  mosquitoes.  I  was  fairly  pnt  to  the  al- 
tematiFe  whether,  daring  my  sleep,  I  would  be 
snffocated  or  devoured.  I  preferred  the  former  as 
smacking  more  of  humanity,  wrapping  myself  up 
close  in  a  spare  sail,  with  three  others  of  the  crew. 

Makarien  is  the  first  inhabited  spot  from  Nish- 
ney  Novgorod,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Volga ;  a 
straggling  and  ill-built  place,  although  a  laige  mo- 
nastery, at  one  extremity,  appears  to  strive  hard  to 
iBcquire  for  it  an  appearance  of  respectability.  ITie 
great  fiur,  which  is  now  held  at  Nishney  Novgo- 
rod, was  formerly  held  here ;  but  was  removed  on 
the  destruction  of  its  site  by  fire,  wilfully,  as  is 
supposed.  Many  vessels,  loaded  with  tallow, 
hides,  and  iron,  were  then  lying  ofif  it,  wind-bound, 
rather  than  work  up  between  the  numerous  islands, 
shoals,  and  sand-banks,  between  this  place  and 
Novgorod.  I  remarked,  with  pleasure,  the  know- 
h^^  these  otherwise  ignorant  fellows  have  of  the 
power  of  the  rudder,  peHbrming  all  the  close  shades 
like  a  fleet  of  colliers  in  the  Thames. 

At  Makarie£P  I  noticed  the  utmost  height  to 
which  the  Volga  had  risen  last  season,  being 
ei^iteen  feet  perpendicular  height,  at  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  distance  from  the  nearest  edge  of  the 
river,  which  is  still  going  down.  Having  remain- 
ed at  anchor  two  days,  and  paid  toll  at  a  place 
called  Vasilisomski,  which  is  a  sort  of  sound,  where 
loaded  vessels  pay  one  and  a  half,  and  those  in 
ballast  one  rouble  (no  slight  sinecure),  we  depart- 
ed with  a  fresh  and  favourable  gale,  passing  fleets 
of  vessels,  at  anchor  and  under  sail.  If  the  trade 
of  the  place  were  to  be  computed  from  the  num- 
ber of  vessels,  without  respect  to  thdr  value^  \\vd 
Volga  woaJd  indeed  be  a  second  Thamea. 

2g 
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We  soon  reached  Knsmodemiaiifiky  a  lairge 
popvdoQS  town^  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  i 
four  neat  charches,  pleasantly  sitnated  at  the  ^ 
and  extremity  of  that  ehain  of  lofty  hills  whicli 
in  succession  from  Nishney  Novgorod,  and 
abruptly  terminate.  The  left  bank  of  the  river 
preserved  its  desolate  and  unhealthy  appears 
The  next  halting-place  was  Tchebacksar,  w 
the  river  is  very  shallow,  and  encumbered 
shifting  banks ;  and  here  we  were  again  deta 
by  foul  winds,  as  well  as  the  negligence  or  Ian 
of  the  crew,  till  I  began  to  feel  tired  of  my  a 
tic  excursion,  the  river  offering  so  very  little  ^ 
thy  of  notice.  I  would  fain  have  pursued  my  i 
by  land,  but  was  prevented  by  my  bag  of  co 
money,  which,  although  its  value  was  not  a  gu: 
was,  at  least,  sixty  pounds  weight.  Leavii 
was,  of  course,  totally  out  of  the  question ;  I 
therefore,  no  remedy  but  patience. 

At  Tchebacksar  I  again  laid  in  a  stock  of 
visions,  conformably  to  agreement.  It  consisti 
barley,  rye,  flour,  with  oil  and  black  bread.  I 
hitherto  messed  with  the  crew,  whose  diet 
wholesome,  although  rather  new  to  me,  consk 
of  the  above  flour  boiled,  and  stewed  down  ' 
water  and  oil.  He  who  likes  burgoo,  must  n 
casha ;  and  it  was  with  extreme  pleasure  that '. 
ceived  the  spoon  into  my  hand,  in  my  proper  t 
to  partake  of  this  humble  fare.  This  we  did  t 
times  a-day,  and  I  had  the  happy  consciousnei 
its  perfect  cleanliness,  as  I  myself  stood  o 
Provisions,  in  general,  may  be  here  consid 
cheap;  bread,  a  hal^nny  per  pound;  bee 
hal^enny  per  bottle ;  eggs,  threepence  per  doi 
and  milk,  a  fieurthing  per  bottle.  Animal  foe 
loiow  notioDg  shouty  not  taamg  \Krai^\it  any« 
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Passed  the  Tillage  of  Vutchi,  placed  between 
two  elevated  ta'ble-nills.  A  monastery,  with  four 
cbnrdies^  flanked  with  a  thick  forest  of  evergreens^ 
gave  it  a  pleasing  appearance.  A  boat  came 
alongside  from  the  monastery,  with  a  poor-box, 
into  wbicb  I  put  twopence,  no  small  sum  in  this 
part  of  the  world.  Upon  reaching  the  little  ham- 
let of  Kushnga,  our  crew  quitted  us,  with  bag  and 
baggage, twolong-bearded  gentlemen  taking  charge 
of  the  craft  to  Kazan*;  a  trifling  incident,  but  which 
powerfully  reminded  me  of  the  necessity  of  im- 
pressment. We  were  now  anxiously  looking  out 
for  Kazan,  and  the  distant  countries  became  more 
elevated,  and  well  wooded  with  lofty  oaks.  Si- 
Tiatski,  with  its  remnant  of  an  old  stone  castle,  was 
the  last  int^esting  spot  I  observed  before  I  reach- 
ed Kazan.  The  left  bank  of  the  river,  except  at 
the  single  town  of  Makariefl^,  is  one  universal  waste. 
From  the  Volga  to  the  city  is  about  three  miles  of 
a  low  flat ;  and  this  I  walked  on  Tuesday,  the  22d 
of  June,  and  the  twelfth  day  from  Novgorod,  being 
about  the  same  time  that  I  shoidd  have  taken  in 
going  by  land. 

T%is  celebrated  city,  on  nearing  it  from  the 
westward,  greatly  resembles  Badajos  on  its  ap- 
proach from  Elvas ; — ^the  extended  view,  the  river 
in  front,  the  fortress  on  the  left,  and  the  distant 
elevated  lands  to  the  southward.  The  dirty  sub- 
urbs, situated  on  a  marshy  swamp,  the  principal 
residence  of  the  Tartar  inhabitants,  is  the  next  in- 
dication of  Kazan  ;  the  last  was  after  crossing  the 
Kazanka,  when  the  noblest  part  of  this  noble  city 
fronts  you  in  full  view.  I  passed  on  to  the  hos- 
pitable abode  of  the  learned  Professor  Fuchs. 

The  extensive  province  of  Kazan  is  watered  \>y 
the  noble  Volga  and  beautifal  Kama.     Its  poi^u- 
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lalion  is  reckoned  at  nine  hundred  thonsandy  com- 
posed of  Tartars,  Fins,  Votiaki,  Tchnyoshi,  and 
Russians,  and  a  few  Mordvas.  Near  fire  hundred 
thousand  of  these  inhabitants  are  peasants  or  slayeB, 
four-fifths  of  whom  belong  to  the  crown,  and  the 
rest  to  the  different  nobility  of  Kazan.  The  trade 
of  the  province  is  said  to  be  great,  exporting  yait 
quantities  of  tanned  and  untanned  leather,  besides 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  poods  (SGlbs* 
English)  of  soap,  made  from  the  fat  of  the  Astn- 
kan  seals.  Potash  is  also  a  thriving  concern* 
The  gold  and  silver  embroidery  of  boots,  shoes, 
slippers,  bonnets,  &c.  employs  a  great  number  of 
people.  The  province  is  low  and  wet,  and  to  ita 
acknowledged  unhealthiness  the  impurity  of  the 
water  greatly  contributes.  The  greatest  heat  is 
29<>,  and  the  greatest  cold  33o^  of  Reaumur's  scale. 
The  Volga  is  navigable  about  two  hundred  days  in 
the  year.  The  province  is  in  general  well  culti- 
vated, and  exports  prodigious  quantities  of  com  to 
the  capitals.  The  revenue  is  estimated  at  sixteen 
millions  of  roubles  (or  about  L.700,000,  a  rouble 
being  lOd.  of  our  money) ;  and  of  these  spirits 
alone  furnish  four  miUicHis,  the  consumption  of 
which,  in  the  city  only,  on  a  feast  day,  is  said  to 
amount  to  the  value  of  five  thousand  roubles^  and 
on  ordinary  days  to  about  fifteen  hundred. 

The  city  of  Kazan  is  considered  as  second  only 
to  the  capitals,  containing  nearly  forty  thousand 
inhabitants,  of  which  twelve  thousand  are  Tartars. 
On  the  present  state  of  the  city  it  is  hardly  fedr  to 
give  an  opinion,  rising  as  it  is  from  the  ashes  of 
a  fire  scarcely  five  years  extinguished.  It  had 
formerly  a  cathedral  on  the  site  of  the  andent 
moBqne,  ba  also  a  palace ;  both  were  destroyed  by 
Ma  explomon  in  the  citadel.  T\v«  dfi«lTu^x\o\i  of  the 
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city  WW  indeed  nearly  complete,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  how  any  yestige  could  remain,  a  high 
wind  driving  a  mass  of  flame  over  houses  built, 
and  streets  absolutely  paved,  with  wood.  These 
wooden  buildings  and  pavements  have  been  dis- 
ooontenanoed  by  the  Emperor,  who  has  held  out 
many  inducements  to  build  with  brick.  The  city 
is  ar^epiacopal,  and  the  seat  of  an  university.  It 
has  several  handsome  churches^  four  of  which  be- 
long to  the  Raskolnicks,  besides  many  Tartar 
mosques,  and  some  convents.  The  church  of  St 
Peter  and  St  Paul  is  a  handsome  stone  edifice,  erect- 
ed at  the  expense  of  a  private  gentleman  in  honour 
of  Peter  the  Great,  in  consideration  of  that  mo- 
narcfa'a  having  made  his  residence  a  halting-place 
durine  one  of  his  journeys.  In  Kazan  also  is  a 
churcby  which  gave  rise  to  that  beautiful  building, 
the  Kazan  Church  at  St  Petersburgh,  though  its 
architectore  would  seem  to  denote  a  theatre.  I  dined 
with  her  eminence  the  abbess,  for  so  she  is  styled. 
She  had  the  benevolence  to  present  me  with  an 
image  of  their  saint,  which  was  to  act  as  a  charm 
against  otherwise  inevitable  mischief.  I  accepted 
it,  of  coarse,  with  due  reverence,  without  any  strong 
fadth  in  its  boasted  virtues — an  estimate  which  it 
will  be  seen  by  experience  was  fully  vindicated. 
The  lady,  the  original  of  this  image,  lives  twelve 
miles  from  Kazan,  to  which,  however,  she  makes 
an  annual  visit,  and  collects  from  the  bounty  of 
her  belieyers  sufficient  to  support  her  the  ensuing 
year. 

I  visited  the  Hotel  des  Nobles,  a  club  formed  of 
the  nobility,  fifteen  or  twenty  of  whom  daily  dine 
there,  independent  of  casual  travellers,  who  have 
free  access  upon  moderate  terms.  A  friendly  sort 
of  intercourse  ia  thus  kept  up,  and  the  news  ot  iW 
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day  emanates  from  the  clab  ia  a,  manner  whidi  tbe 
servile  press  dares  not  attempt.  BiUiards  and  cards 
are  the  set  amusements  of  the  club,  it  being  a  ca^ 
tom  of  Rossian  idlers  to  play  boston  before  and  after 
dinner.  They  then  retire  to  business  or  to  sleeps 
meeting  again  in  the  evening  to  repeat  the  entertain- 
ment over  a  cup  of  tea.  Speaking  of  the  word  bos- 
ton^ it  is  rather  a  curious  circumstance  that  such  la 
Anglo-amusement  should  have  become  ezclnsivdy 
the  adoption  of  the  empire  of  Russia ; — under  ths 
wings  of  the  eagle  it  was  brought  forth,  and  there 
it  is  still  fostered.  Among  the  numerous  in£H* 
duals  here  from  whom  I  received  marked  attentio% 
I  should  specially  notice  the  governor  and  vice- 
governor;  the  Prince  Davidoff^  director  of  the  post; 
and  Prince  Tenisheff,  general  in  the  army,  and 
head  of  a  military  commission,  not  forgetting  my 
friend  the  professor.  Both  the  princes  are  of  Tartir 
origin,  though  their  character  and  conduct  would 
do  honour  to  the  proudest  rank  of  polished  sodety. 
I  attended  a  fSte  given  by  the  latter  prince  at  w 
villa,  seventeen  versts  from  the  city.  If  the  learn- 
ed Dr  Clarke  had  been  living  and  present,  he 
would  have  found,  in  the  delicacy  and  decoram 
everywhere  prevalent,  a  strong  proof  that  a  Rus- 
sian country-house  is  not  nowy  at  least,  such  as  be 
has  described  it. 

A  Russian  prince,  count,  or  baron,  descended 
from  a  Russian  family,  is  always  a  nobleman,  with- 
out any  military,  civil,  or  honorary  distinction.  But 
no  person  of  those  ranks,  whose  origin  has  been 
Tartar,  Asiatic,  or  foreign,  has  any  claim  whatever 
to  nobility  beyond  the  other  free  individuals  of  the 
empire;  the  title  is  indeed  hereditary,  and  descends 
in  the  same  wholesale  manner  as  in  Germany,  but 
It  gives  no  nmk  or  privilege  whatever.    Without 
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the  addition  of  military  or  civil  rank^  title  is  rather 
a  disad?antage  to  the  possessor,  as  the  empire  ex« 
pects  torn  eyery  man  of  respectability  a  three 
yean'  aenice  in  the  army,  nayy,  or  civil  depart- 
ments. After  this  he  may  retire  with  credit ;  yet, 
90  salutary  is  the  effect  of  this  custom,  that  the  re- 
tirement of  an  officer  is  of  extremely  rare  occur- 
rence. In  case,  however,  of  any  change  of  incli. 
nation,  they  are  permitted,  witlun  certain  limita- 
tions, to  vary  the  nature  of  their  service ;  thus,  an 
officer  of  the  navy  may  change  to  the  army  or  civil 
department ;  an  officer  of  the  army  to  the  civil  de- 
partment, but  not  to  the  navy ;  but  an  officer  of  the 
ciril  service  cannot  exchange  into  either  army  or 
navy ; — ^thus  forming  a  strong  inducement  to  them 
to  commence  at  l^ast  with  the  profession  of  arms. 
A  prince  is  not,  from  that  circumstance,  a  noble- 
man, thoogh  an  officer  of  whatever  rank  is ;  and  by 
hia  becoming  a  major  in  the  army,  or  captain  in  the 
nayy,  he  entails  upon  his  children,  without  limit, 
the  nmk  of  nobility.  The  rank  of  women  in  Rus- 
sia is  fixed,  like  their  condition,  for  better  or  worse, 
according  to  that  of  their  husbands.  If  a  woman 
not  noble  marries  a  slave,  ^he  degrades  herself  to 
hia  condition;  while  a  woman  slave,  becoming 
united  to  a  freeman,  becomes  free.  But  in  Russia 
tvery  thing  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  Emperor ;  titles, 
privileges,  rank,  and  fortime,  are  regulated  by  his 
will.  And  formerly,  when  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  for  an  Emperor  to  give  the  benefit  of  a  Si- 
berian air  to  ministers,  counts,  and  other  dignita- 
riea  of  the  empire,  it  was  not  unusual  to  accom- 
pany the  seclusion  with  the  loss  of  honours,  here- 
ditary rank,  of  fortune,  and  even  of  the  very  name. 
The  latter  circumstance  never,  indeed,  took  placQ 
but  when  the  person  was  charged  with  a  cnme. 
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But  this  arbitrary  exercise  of  power  has  certainly 
not  occurred  during  the  present  Emperor's  reigiii 
nor  would  the  exercise  of  such  a  prerogative  be 
tolerated  for  any  length  of  time. 

The  governor  of  Kazan  was  good  enough  to 
make  up  a  part  of  my  lost  time,  by  giving  me  a 
lift  towards  Perm ;  and  on  the  25th  of  June  I  de- 
parted in  a  kibitka,  taking  a  last  view  of  the  city 
from  Tzaritzino.  Crossed  the  Kama^  which  entcn 
the  Volga,  at  forty  miles  below  Kazan.  The  road 
had  been  very  fine,  and  the  country  fertile  in  com 
and  flax,  the  principal  productions.  The  appear- 
ance  of  the  crops  was  good,  and  the  preparations 
for  the  harvest  cast  a  lively  and  agreeable  featare 
upon  the  journey.  I  overtook  great  numbers  of 
men  and  boys  returning  to  their  homes,  ha^ng 
carried  vessels  down  the  Kama,  and  thence  into 
the  Volga.  The  country  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Kama  becomes  wild  and  dreary,  through  forests 
of  fir,  birch,  and  poplars.  The  weather  was  sultry, 
and  the  mosquitoes  troublesome ;  and  there  was 
nothing  to  delight  the  eye,  or  interest  the  feelingSy 
except  the  numerous  Tartar  villages,  which  lie 
scattered  at  every  five  or  six  miles'  distance.  Many 
of  the  Viatka  race,  a  handsome  people,  are  in  tfae 
neighbourhood.  Although  I  had  ceased  for  tiie 
present  to  be  a  pedestrian,  I  did  not,  from  what- 
ever cause,  receive  so  great  civility  as  I  had  been 
accustomed  to.  The  conduct  of  the  postilion  to 
the  poor  peasantry,  was  not  such  as  to  induce  my 
forming  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  Permian  execu- 
tives. I  could  not  help  regretting  that  the  present 
mode  of  forwarding  the  post  affords  no  security 
against  fraud,  cruelty^  and  abuse.  The  moment 
these  postilions  arrive  at  a  station,  they  fly  to  the 
^^Mbak,  or  gin-shop,  where  they  loiter  away  hgiUut 
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hour  in  drinking^  &c«  When  the  postilion  is  ready 
to  starty  he  holds  oat  his  hand  with  the  same  avi-* 
dity  and  mechanical  appearance  as  a  lawyer  or  phy- 
sician woold  do  ;  generally  a  rouhle,  or  a  couple, 
according  to  the  length  of  the  station  or  number  of 
horses,  is  given,  to  prevent — what  ?  Why,  to  pre- 
yent  the  free  exercise  of  their  high  powers  in  dri- 
ying  the  horses  at  so  furious  a  rate,  as  to  endanger 
not  only  the  lives  of  the  poor  animals,  but  of  the 
driver  and  other  persons  going  with  him.  The  for- 
warding of  the  post  being  by  contract  between  the 
gOTemment  and  the  individual,  is  thus  liable  to  a 
most  intolerable  abuse;  of  course  the  owner  of  the 
horses  will  sooner  part  with  a  couple  of  shillings, 
than  run  the  risk  of  losing  one  of  his  horses  by  be- 
ing overdriven,  a  circumstance  which  not  unfre- 
quenily  happens.  At  present  there  is  but  one  fa- 
vourable consideration  in  the  post-office  depart- 
ment ;  that  is,  its  extraordinary  speed,  which  I  shall 
have  occasion  hereafter  to  notice. 

On  the  fourth  day  I  entered  Perm,  thoroughly 
fiitigued  with  the  jolting  of  the  kibitka,  although 
the  road  was  very  fine,  lying  invariably  through 
thick  woods,  with  but  two  towns,  and  most  unpre- 
possessing villages,  all  the  way  from  Kazan. 

Having  delivered  a  letter  to  the  director  of  the 
poat,  who  understood  no  language  but  the  Russian, 
he  recommended  me  to  the  care  and  attention  of 
a  Mr  Berg,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  Russian 
navy,  now  an  author  and  a  rich  man — advantages 
which  seldom  accompany  each  other.  His  know- 
ledge of  the  English  language,  as  well  as  his  hospi- 
tality and  arbanity,  made  his  company  highly  va- 
luable. He  had  made  the  tour  of  the  world  with 
Commodore  Kruzenstem,  and  was  consequen^Y 
able  to  giyeme  a  great  deal  of  useful  informatioii. 

VOJ^.  J.  H 
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Perm  is  the  capital  of  a  province,  and  a  ooau« 
derable  city,  built  by  the  Empress  Cadierine  at  the 
time  that  great  princess  increased  the  number  of 
governments  from  fourteen  to  forty-seven;  con- 
vinced that  a  due  administraticm  of  justice  could 
not  take  place  where  the  governments  are  so  ei- 
tensive.  The  city  stands  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Kama,  covered  on  three  sides  by  a  thick  fbresty 
whose  trees  reach  to  the  very  gates  of  the  dty.  It 
is  regularly  and  handsomely  built,  and  containi 
about  eight  thousand  inhabitants ;  the  whole  pro- 
vince numbers  eight  hundred  thousand,  consbAig 
of  Russians,  Bashkires,  Tcheremiss,  Teptery,  ana 
Vaugoles.  The  Bashkires,  a  numerous  race,  are 
said  to  be  descendants  of  the  Tartars  who  inhihit- 
ed  the  district  between  the  Don,  the  Volga,  and 
the  Ural  mountains,  and  are  probably  of  the  same 
family  with  the  Tartars  of  Kazan.  They  were 
originally  wanderers,  but,  since  their  subjection  to 
Russia,  have  applied  themselves  to  agriculture  and 
the  breeding  of  cattle,  especially  of  horses.  These 
they  have  learned  to  manage  with  facility,  and 
even  with  grace ;  and  yet,  even  this  has  not  de- 
stroyed that  perhaps  most  savage  of  their  originsl 
habits,  the  feeding  upon  their  carcasses.  Tbeir 
character  is  worse  than  indifferent,  being  lazy,  and 
tyrannical  towards  their  wives,  to  whose  can^ 
nevertheless,  they  owe  every  thing.  They  are 
handsome  both  in  form  and  features,  and  are  food 
of  medals  and  fanciful  ornaments,  or  dresses.  Botii 
sexes  dress  nearly  alike,  in  large  trowsers,  and  a 
loose  gown  fastened  round  the  waist  with  a  silk 
sash.  Their  heads  are  usually  shaved,  and  cover- 
ed with  a  cap  decorated  with  embroidery ;  as  are 
likewise  their  boots. 

There  is  but  one  pubWc  «e\iooV  m  Perm,  and 
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tbat  of  smiill  repute,  and  the  state  of  society  and 
of  edacadon  in  general  is  at  a  low  ebb ;  yet  Perm 
is  a  thriving  place,  being  rich  in  its  provincial  ex- 
ports^ whi^y  from  the  local  situation,  must  all  go 
througli  the  capital.  The  export  of  iron  is  said  to 
equal  five  millions  of  poods,  which,  with  six  mil- 
lions of  poods  of  salt,  seventy  thousand  poods  of 
oopper,  seventeen  of  gold,  and  two  miUions  and  a 
hidf  of  coined  roubles  from  Ekatherinebourg,  form 
no  bad  criterion  for  estimating  the  riches  of  the 
government.  Perm  yields  a  gross  revenue  of  ten 
millions  of  roubles,  wnich,  on  a  deduction  of  seven 
for  its  expenses,  leaves  a  net  revenue  of  three  mil- 
lions, exactly  equalling  the  copper  money  and  gold 
collected  from  the  sands  of  Ekatherinebourg.  The 
soil  is  in  general  good ;  com  is  both  cheap  and 
abundant,  being  exported  in  great  quantities.  The 
face  of  the  country  is  generally  level,  till  nearing 
the  Siberian  frontiers  at  the  base  of  the  Ural  moun- 
tains, which  separate  Europe  from  Asia.  The  im- 
portance of  these  mountains  seems  to  be  little  felt 
or  undarstood  by  the  Russian  government,  though 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  containing  sources 
of  wealth  all  but  inexhaustible. 

I  left  Perm  on  the  8th  of  July,  on  one  of  the 
finest  roads  in  the  world.  At  three  miles  I  pass- 
ed an  exceedingly  fertile  spot,  beautifully  reflect- 
ed from  the  dark  woods,  which  skirt  it  even  to  the 
horizon.  Before  reaching  the  first  station,  I  had 
passed  five  villages,  in  a  delightful  walk,  the  beauty 
of  which  did  not  afterwards  diminish,  while  the 
Kama  seemed  to  travel  by  my  side.  The  road  is 
good  as  far  as  Koungour,  and  the  country  fertile, 
with  hills  traversing  it  in  aJl  directions.  The  valleys 
are  filled  with  villages,  nursed  in  the  bosom  oC 
peace,  and  fed  mtb  the  abundance  of  pleut^)  ol 
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which  blessings  they  are  not^  from/dieir  local  mtoftr 
tion,  likely  to  be  soon  depriyedt 

Konngonr,  fonnerly  the  capital  of  seyend  pro- 
vinces, has  now  little  or  nothing  to  boast  of  be- 
sides the  beauty  of  its  situation.  After  dinner  I 
reached  Sabarsk,  a  village,  eighteen  miles,  where  I 
put  up  for  the  night.  It  lies  in  a  well- wooded 
country,  and  whose  lands  are  economized  and  at- 
tended to  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  disciples  of 
Englishmen.  Koungour  appears  to  me  to  be  4Ul 
elevated  level ;  for  I  consider  that  the  grand  base 
of  the  Ural  mountains  commences  from  Perm. 

From  Koungour,  I  reached  Souksomm,  Dewi- 
dofiTs  2^vod,  viz.  iron  works,  a  large,  Icmg,  tad. 
busy  place,  on  the  borders  of  a  lake,  where  If  a 
considerable  iron  manufactory  as  well  as  distilhfy. 
The  situation  is  in  a  deep  hollow,  surrounded  1^ 
thickly  dad  hills  of  fir.  Unlike  tlie  people  of  Kaztt^ 
I  found  the  inhabitants  a  churlish  race ;  but^  being 
in  good  health  and  spirits,  I  took  little  heed,  simply 
showing  my  passport  and  open  order  to  the  polfcfl^ 
as  a  hint  for  proper  treatment.  The  elders  of  the 
villages  and  I  were,  however,  sure  to  be  good 
friends,  so  long  as  milk,  black  bread,  and  kna«^ 
with  sometimes  soup,  were  to  be  purchased.  To 
these  were  added  a  glass  of  cordial  at  the  kabak 
or  gin-shop,  procured  gratis  by  an  order  from  ilt» 
farmer-general,  and  which  latter  I  divided  vnHh.  mj 
friends. 

As  I  approached  the  frontiers  of  Siberia  I  began 
to  give  way  to  groundless,  though  perhaps  natmal 
apprehensions;  and  indeed  as  I  neared  such  a  sup- 
posed scene  of  cruelty  and  misery,  I  became  com- 
pletely agitated.  Hitherto  Providence  had  pro- 
tected me,  but  although  I  felt  thankfrd  far  the 
past,  I  could  not  but  be  coucerued  for  the  fritnre^ 
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reasoiiably  doubting  how,  where,  and  when,  my 
jnlgrimage  would  end. 

Pnreinng  my  roate,  I  reached  the  sixth  station, 
charmed  with  the  beauty  of  the  surrounding  sce- 
nery. And  if  I  might  jadge  of  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants  by  the  quantity  of  cultivated  land,  I 
should  say  it  was  one  of  the  most  populous,  as  well 
as  finest,  spots  I  had  ever  seen.  Achitskaya  Kre- 
post  was  the  next  large  Tillage,  with  a  good  post- 
house.  Hence  the  road  tarns  off  to  the  south,  to 
the  summit  of  a  range  of  lulls,  which  commanded 
an  extensive  prospect  of  a  lovely  scene,  to  which 
a  slight  ftdl  of  rain  had  given  increased  freshness, 
brilliancy  and  beaaty.  I  passed  a  large  unemploy- 
ed distillery,  the  property  of  the  government,  as 
indeed  are  aU  others  on  thiis  side  of  the  Ural  moun- 
tains, the  goyemment  having  monopolized  the  sale 
of  spirits  throughout  the*  European  dominions.  If 
the  mere  increase  of  the  public  revenue  may  war* 
rant  such  a  measure,  there  can  be  no  more  said ; 
but  whatever  may  be  the  direct  benefit  to  the 
treasury,  of  carrying  on  business  to  the  amount  of 
thirty  millions  of  roubles  per  annum,  its  mischievous 
tendency,  in  enriching  a  few  individuals  at  the  ex<- 
pense  of  as  many  thousands,  is  incalculable.  By 
fiirming  the  distilleries,  a  system  of  plunder  is  prac- 
tically encouraged,  while  the  losers  in  the  long  run 
are  the  poor  peasantry,  who  receive  a  trash  of  spirit 
far  below  the  proof,  it  being  to  my  knowledge 
doubly  and  trebly  watered  ;  nor  can  the  retailers 
of  such  staff  get  back  their  money  in  any  other 
manner. 

The  situation  of  vice-governor  thus  becomes  one 
of  the  greatest  value,  receiving,  in  some  instances, 
lialf  a  million  of  roubles,  or  upwards  of  tweuVf 
thousand  pounds  atcrling,  a-year.      Two  &\t«cX 
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means  of  a  vice-goyemor  s  enriching  himself  are, 
the  per  centage  upon  every  vedro  m  anker  of  spi* 
rits  sold  in  the  proyince,  and  a  certain  sum  paid  by 
the  retailers  for  their  licenses.  By  these  alone»  a 
▼ice-governor  may  annually  put  into  his  own  pock- 
et not  less  than  four  hundred  thousand  roubles. 
It  is  the  duty  of  a  vice-goyemor  to  visit  the  differ- 
ent distilleries  and  kabaks,  or  gin-shops,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  spirits  be  adulterated :  having  al- 
ready received  his  bribe  from  the  farmer-general  of 
the  province,  he  of  course  finds  no  fault.  The  lat« 
ter  of  these  gentlemen  then  makes  his  own  viat, 
to  examine  whether  the  retailers  have  not  still  mone 
adulterated  it  than  was*  allowed  in  the  first  ia- 
stance ;  the  affirmative  is  a  matter  of  course,  boti 
on  a  division  of  the  spoils,  no  fault  is  found.  Last* 
ly,  comes  the  secretary  or  derk  of  the  farmer-ge^ 
neral,  who  finds  the  spirit  still  further  adulterated, 
and  who^  having  in  his  hands  the  power  of  punishf 
ment,  even  to  the  withdrawing  of  the  license^  be- 
comes a  participator  of  the  last  spoils.  To  maks 
up  these  immense  subductions^  another  and  an* 
other  portion  of  water  is  added  to  the  spirit,  all  of 
which  is  valued  to  the  poor  peasant  as  genmne. 
The  oppression,  before  heavy  enough,  is  thus  dou- 
bled upon  him,  as  the  weaker  the  spirit  the  move 
he  finds  it  necessary  to  consume.  This  system  of 
robbery  is  mainly  owing  to  the  palpably  inefficient 
provision  made  by  the  government  for  officers  of 
all  ranks,  who  are  thus  tempted  to  seek  by  indirect 
means  a  compensation  for  their  services. 

Krasnoufinsk,  which  I  reached  next,  is  situated 
in  a  fertile  valley,  at  the  foot  of  two  peaked  moun- 
tains.    It  is  a  scattered  and  ill-built  place,  but  in 
a  fine  productive  country,  and  from  the  top  of  the 
mauntama  commands  an  ext«ii&we  view  of  the 
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nvtat  Ufi^  meandering  from  one  side  of  the  hori- 
jEon  to  the  other^  but  generally  immersed  in  one 
contmnoas  fog.  The  town  is  frequently  over- 
Mowed^  and  thence,  doubtless,  is  considered  un- 
ieahhy.  The  establishment  is  new,  for  the  old 
ostrog,  or'  advanced  fortress^  is  still  kept  up,  to 
cyppose  any  possible  incursion  of  their  southern 
nogfabours. 

A  deputation  of  the  inhabitants  waited  upon 
me,  to  request  I  would  remain  a  couple  of  days, 
to  be  present  at  a  dinner  to  be  given  in  honour  of 
the  first  Englishman  who  had  visited  the  place.  I 
felt  the  compliment  nationally,  but  thought  best 
to  decline  it,  as  perfectly  unmerited  by  the  indivi- 
ioa],  independently  of  my  anxiety  to  get  forward ; 
wad  therefore  returned  to  Achitskaya  Krepost; 
thence  to  Bisserskaya  Krepost,  over  eighteen  miles 
fii  uncoldvated  country,  after  which  I  gently  as- 
cended a  considerable  elevation  into  the  bosom  of 
the  Ural  mountains,  where  not  a  vestige  of  culti- 
vation exists  besides  young  firs  and  birch.  The 
air  was  exceedingly  cold  on  the  summit.  At  noon 
r  stopped  at  the  last  European  station,  called  Kir- 
giahiuitsky  Krepost,  and  at  the  last  European  re- 
ndence,  where  I  dined.  The  good  people  had  re- 
solved I  should  not  leave  this  paramount  quarter 
of  the  globe  with  any  trace  of  dissatisfaction,  as 
young  children  contuiually  presented  me  with  wild 
strawberries  and  cream ;  the  strawberries  were  of 
an  excellent  flavour,  and  it  is  the  custom  of  these 
poor  people  to  present  the  traveller  with  such 
fruit  dtuing  the  season.  I  received  the  present, 
standing  with  one  foot  in  Asia  and  the  other  in 
Europe,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  lofty  moun- 
tains, covered,  however^  vntb  nothing  but  biu^- 
wood. 
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In  the  evening  I  reached  the  first  stadon  iii 
Asia,  called  Groborskoy,  a  post-town ;  and  next 
day,  with  a  stout  heart,  descended  the  Sibeiiaii 
part  of  the  Ural  chfun  to  Belimbaiefeky  Zavod; 
or  iron-fonndery,  on  the'banks  of  the  TschnsoTa, 
where  there  are  many  handsome  bnildings.  £arly 
the  ensuing  morning  I  reached  Ekatherinebourg, 
having  passed  in  safety  the  mighty  barriers  wiueh 
divide  Europe  from  Asia.  The  ascent  and  de- 
scent are  so  nearly  imperceptible,  that,  were  it  not 
for  the  precipitous  banks  everywhere  to  be  seeni 
the  traveller  would  hardly  suppose  he  had  crossed 
a  range  of  hills.  As  far  as  this  frontier  town  of 
Siberia,  I  had  travelled  through  one  continued 
forest  of  pine-trees,  and  for  twenty  miles  notlmig 
met  the  eye  but  fire-wood,  grown  for  the  use  iX 
the  imperial  fabrics. 

On  reaching  the  Asiatic  side  of  the  Ural  chaioj 
I  could  not  help  remarking  that  the  inhabitants  of 
all  the  villages  were  much  more  civil,  more  hos* 
pitable,  and  more  cleanly  dressed ;  and  in  no  one 
instance  would  they  accept  of  money  for  the  food 
I  had  occasion  to  procure.  I  never  entered  a  cot- 
tage but  shtshee  (a  cabbage  soup),  with  meat,  milk^ 
and  bread,  were  immediately  placed  before  me  un- 
asked ;  nor  could  any  entreaty  of  mine  indued 
them  to  receive  a  higher  reward  than  a  pipe  of  to- 
bacco or  a  glass  of  vodka  (whisky).  In  short,  to 
prevent  uselessly  troubling  the  inhabitants,  I  was 
obliged  to  consign  my  nearly  exhausted  purse  to 
the  care  of  my  knapsack,  renouncing  the  hackneyed 
and  unsocial  custom  of  paying  for  food.  Another 
remark  which  attends  the  traveller  on  quitting  Eu- 
rope, is  the  fact  of  his  leaving  the  land  of  oak,  not 
A  veatige  of  that  tree  being  visible,  I  believe,  in 
Asia,     The  sable  is,  however,  meXm\.Vv,  «n  ani- 
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mil  whidi  it  never  found  to  the  westward  of  the 
Ural  chain  of  mountains.  It  is  also  confidently 
asserted,  that  mice  taken  from  one  side  to  the 
other  will  not  survive ;  thus,  nightingales  in  De- 
vonshire»  sables  in  America,  or  martins  in  Asia, 
are,  I  believe^  looked  for  as  snow  in  Equatorial 
Aidca. 

Among  other  proofs  of  their  civility,  or  rather 
of  the  interest  which  Russians  take  in  foreigners, 
as  well  as  the  means  they  have  of  making  them- 
aelves  understood,  one  very  strong  one  occurred 
to  me  in  a  snoAll  ^age.    I  had  learned  so  much 
oi  the  language  as  to  know  that  kchorosho  is  the 
Russian  word  for  weH  but  not  that  hchudo  was 
the  translation  for  bad.    My  host  being  a  good 
eort  of  a  blunt  fellow,  was  ^scoursing  upon  the 
impropriety  of  travelling  as  I  did.  As  I  could  not 
comprehend  him,  I  was  impatient  to  go ;  but  he 
persisted  in  detaining  me  till  he  had  made  me  un- 
derstand the  meaning  of  kchudo.    My  extreme 
stupidity  offered  a  powerful  barrier  to  his  design ; 
but  a  smart  slap  on  one  cheek  and  a  kiss  on  the 
other,  followed  by  the  words  kchudo  and  hchoro- 
skoy  soon  cured  my  dulness,  and  I  laughed  heart- 
ily in  spite  of  this  mode  of  instruction. 

Ekatherinebourg  is  the  key  of  Siberia,  and  hence 
a  poet  at  which  passports  are  most  rigorously  ex- 
amined. Yet^  on  making  known  my  intention  to 
stop  at  the  house  of  a  Mr  Major,  an  Englishman, 
and  an  officer  in  the  College  of  Mines,  I  was  not 
only  permitted  to  pass,  but,  in  Mr  Major  s  ab- 
sence, another  lodging  was  procured  me.  This 
was  in  the  dwelling  of  a  Mr  Mohr,  a  low  plod- 
ding German,  of  whom  there  are  too  many  in  Eka- 
thennebourg.  It  is  a  well-built  city,  founded  b^ 
Catherine^  j^ear  the  soarce  of  the  Izet,  contAumw^ 
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fifteen  thousand  inhabitants.  There  is  a  large  h* 
bricy  belonging  to  the  Emperor,  for  polishing  and 
preparing  vases,  urns,  slabs,  ancl  the  like,  as  wdl 
as  to  deposit  selections  of  mineralogy  and  predoiv 
stones  for  the  formation  of  cabinets,  lliere  an 
also  nnmerons  large  iron  and  copper  fonnderies  iff 
the  neighbourhood  of  Ekatherinebourg,  the  latter 
of  whidi  supply  the  mint  of  the  city  widi  metal 
for  coining  three  millions  of  copper  roubles  aH' 
nually.  The  coin  is  badly  executed,  being  chip*' 
ped  and  cracked  the  first  moment  it  is  issued,  nor 
is  the  metal  better ;  and  no  care  is  taken  to  select 
or  recoin  any  of  this  wretched  money.  The  eap^ 
per  mines  are  near  three  hundred  miles  distant 
from  the  city ;  yet  here  the  metal  is  worked  W 
into  ingots,  heated,  barred,  cut,  rounded,  cleaned* 
and  stamped;  and,  lastly,  they  may  be  said  to 
barely  pay  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  pea- 
sants. 

Near  the  city  the  river  is  dammed  up,  so  as  to 
form  a  sort  of  lake  for  the  washing  of  the  sand 
which  produces  the  gold ;  and  close  to  it  is  the 
department  for  smelting  that  costly  metal.  This 
is  produced  from  the  gold  mines  of  Berezofisky, 
distant  twelve  miles;  the  quantity  produced  is,, 
howevl^r,  small.  The  moment  a  fine  specimen  of 
pure  gold  is  discovered,  it  makes  its  way  into  Hki 
cabinet  of  some  private  individual,  and  such  spe- 
cimens are  neither  few  in  number,  nor  th&r  in« 
trinsic  value  small.  It  is  justified  on  the  usual 
ground  of  the  insufficient  remuneration  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  at  present  may  be  considered  as  a  fidr 
and  natural  means  of  the  support  of  government ; 
for  the  salaries  of  officers  and  men,  so  far  from 
having  been  increased  since  the  days  of  Peter  the 
Great  aad  Catherine,  have  in  leallty  been  reduced 
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ikrea  famihs.     Then  the  goyemment  paid  in  »'/- 
ver  ronUes  (Ss.  4CL  sterling) ;  but  now  in  paper^ 
tlie  cmrent  value  of  which  is  9^<L    When  the  in- 
creased value  of  provisions,  and  of  all  other  arti« 
desy  k  considered  in  proportion  with  what  they 
were  fifty  and  one  hundred  years  ago,  it  is  only 
fidr  to  put  such  pilfering  to  the  account  of  neces- 
nty,  rather  than  to  that  of  depravity.    Lest  in  this 
part  of  my  narrative  I  may  be  misinterpreted,  I 
think  it  but  candid  and  just  to  tell  my  readers, 
that,  whatever  bribery  and  corruption  exist  in  the 
Rmaiaii  empire,  I  do  not  think  they  exceed  that 
of  more  civilized  (as  they  are  termed)  countries 
Kissing  goes  by  mvour  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  but  I  do  not  think  extortion  in  Russia  pro- 
ceeds so  much  from  avarice  as  from  necessity ;  the 
latter  haa  no  law  nor  rule  to  curb  it,  and,  when 
backed  by  an  unfeigned  and  unlimited  hospitality, 
surely  the  crime  is  simk  in  the  necessity  of  the 
case.    In  the  midst  of  an  abundance  of  natural 
wealth,  it  is  true  the  peasant  gets  but  very  little 
reward  for  very  hard  work ;  but  as  all  compulsive 
labour  is  reluctantly  and  badly  performed,  so  that 
in  cold  and  dreary  mines  might  be  expected  to  be 
of  aU  others  performed  the  worst,  and  the  least 
rewarded.    Six  thousand  fine  young  men  are  em- 
ployed in  this  occupation  from  mom  till  night 
through  all  seasons ;  and  to  sustain,  certainly  not 
to  reward  this,  receive  a  daily  allowance  of  two 
pounds  of  black  bread,  with  a  suit  of  clothes  and 
a  sum  amounting  to  13s.  6d.  sterling  yearly :  what- 
ever they  acquire  beyond  this  must  be  by  disho- 
nest means.     These  six  thousand  individuals  pro- 
duce annually  from  the  mines  and  sands  about 
seventeen  poods  of  gold,  and  ten  of  silver^  the 
united  value  of  which  is  certainly  under  Lt.%0,^^ 
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Sterling ;  so  that  the  clear  annual  profit  to  the  g»* 
yemment  of  each  of.  these  able-bodied  mctoy  after 
eyen  these  insuflGicient  means  of  liyelihood,  ^MBnaH 
exceed  20s.  a-head.  But  for  the  imperious  iieoeft« 
sity  of  procuring  a  continued  coinage,  in  order  to 
support  the  immense  circulating  medium,  it  may 
be  supposed  that  the  Russian  goyemment  could 
not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  enfranchise  tbesec 
peasant  slayes  ;  as  their  contribution  to  the  reye^; 
nue,  in  the  way  of  direct  taxation,  would  infinite^ 
ly  exceed  the  paltry  profit  accruing  from  their  eOiJ 
erciye  labour ; — ^to  say  nothing  of  the  large  pflH 
portion  which  must  be  deducted  for  the  expeoBe* 
of  an  establishment  requiring  so  great  a  number  of 
officers,  and  probably  of  costly  implements. 

At  Ekatherinebourg,  at  the  table  of  the  amiabb 
chief,  I  met  a  Mr  Roper,  an  Engtishmaui  employ-* 
ed  in  the  mines.  After  dinner  we  visited  the  beds 
of  gold  sand.  They  seemed  about  six  feet  deep* 
The  governor  appeared  to  me  too  sanguine  of  the 
results,  which  can  never  authorize  the  employment 
of  such  fine  young  lads  in  the  everlasting  washing 
of  the  sands,  with  their  feet  constantly  in  water.  - 

From  the  gold  beds  I  visited  the  mines  of  Be* 
rezofsky,  the  principal  working  one  of  which,  a 
hundred  and  sixty  feet  of  perpendicular  depth,  I 
descended.  My  access  was,  as  in  other  mines,  by 
the  staircase,  preferring  that  mode  of  descent  to 
the  more  usual  one  in  this  place,  of  being  let  down 
by  the  basket.  I  saw  nothing  to  remark  in  the 
nature  or  plan  of  the  employment,  though  I  could 
not  but  regret  that  the  operators  were  not,  as  in 
South  America,  criminals,  but  peasants  belonging 
to  the  imperial  crown.  The  produce  of  the  mines 
is  in  the  proportion  of  one  guinea's  worth  of  pure 

gold  for  every  four  thouBoad  guilds  weight  d 
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nvtlk  Miii«ty*8iz  aolotiiikB  are  equal  to  a  pouMl, 
sod  lliree  M^krtiiilu  of  gold  are  piodooed  from  eMsh 
huMlnd.  pooda  of  earth ;  so  that,  even  allowiBg 
forty  pooDda  sterliiig  for  every  pound  of  gold,  the 
atmoat  mfaie  of  every  one  hundred  pooda  of  earth 
aranot  exceed  twenty-five  shyiings.  The  anm  of 
the  matter  i%  that  hia  Imperial  Majesty  gets  five 
thooaand  pounds  steriing  annually  from  the  em- 
pbyment  of  six  thousand  men,  deducting  only  the 
payment  of  his  officers,  a  diminution  wmch,  it  will 
be  allowedy  is  not  great  So  small  indeed  is  the 
letam  from  the  establishment  of  £katherinebourgy 
that  I  did  not  think  it  inappropriate  to  say  to  one 
of  the  chief  officers,  who  had  asked  my  opinion, 
that,  were  it  not  for  the  three  millions  of  copper 
rooblea  whjch  the  government  gained,  the  wnole 
establishment  deserved  the  air  of  farther  Siberia ; 
instead  of  copper,  it  should  prodace  silver,  roubles, 
so  inexhaustible  are  the  riches  of  the  place. 
'  The  magnificent  iron  establishment  belonging  to 
the  Yakovleff  £amily,  is  much  better  deserving  of 
attention.  Six  thousand  peasants  are  attached  to 
it,  and  at  present  employed  in  making  bar  iron  for 
the  frur  of  Nishoey  Novgorod,  iron  plates  for  co- 
vering houses,  cast-iron  utensils  of  various  kinds, 
steam-engines,  and  immense  quantities  of  cutlery, 
not  forgetting  the  iron  images  for  worship,  all  fi- 
nished in  a  neat  and  solid  manner.  The  build- 
ings appertaining  to  this  establishment  are  equally 
extensive  and  substantial ;  and  the  situation  of  the 
overseer,  who  is  a  peasant,  is  worth  two  thousand 
pounds  per  annum  I  The  villages  of  the  peasantry 
are  well  built,  and  much  liberality  is  evident  in 
every  part  of  the  concern,  which  is  as  profiUAAe  ^a 
creditable  to  ihe proprietor,  whose  character  ^IsoiOA 
'    roz.  I*  I 
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very  high ;  afibrdiDg  no  small  counter  proof  hoiir 
much  the  imperial  works  are  neglected,  while  ihn§ 
of  the  individual  are  protected,  e^couragedy  aad 
industaiously  persevered  in. 

I  have  already  said  that  Ekatherinebonrg  is  a 
well-huilt  city.  It  indeed  abounds  in  public  edh» 
ficesy  bazars,  and  churches,  and  is  regularly  laid 
out  in  streets ;  but  the  inhabitants  generally,  eveii 
those  who  may  be  styled  opulent,  are  bondsmeMt 
either  to  the  government,  or  to  private  individiiab« 
The  greatest  proportion  of  these  are  Raskolnicksy 
IKrho  some  time  ago  sent  one  of  their  own  body  to 
purchase  permission  to  build  a  church  for  the  free 
zeroise  of  their  own  abominable  tenets.  The 
zealous  rmssionaay  was  also  charged  with  four  hun« 
dred  thousand  roubles  to  make  good  his  way ;  but 
peither  missionary,  nor  license,  nor  money,  have 
been  since  heard  of.  This  conduct,  I  should  think, 
might  be  expected  from  such  zealous  and  inioh* 
rant  unitarians  of  faith  ;  for  whether  Greek,  Ca- 
tholic, Protestant,  or  Methodist,  it  is  one  and  the 
same  thing — he  who  attempts  to  interfere  with 
an  established  religion  is  no  tolerant  but  a  bigo^ 
and  what  are  the  most  civilized  part  of  the  com* 
inunity  about  ? 

.  Quitting  Ekatherinebonrg,  I  directed  my  steps 
towards  Tobolsk,  gratified  that  I  had  already  en- 
tered Siberia.  After  ten  miles  of  pleasant  walk* 
ing  I  reached  the  hospitable  habitation  of  Mr  Mfr- 
jor,  where  I  passed  a  couple  of  days  in  an  agree* 
able  manner^  with  his  wife  and  three  daughters, 
£ne  yoimg  women,  and  either  of  them  sufficiently 
beautiful  to  arrest  the  progress  of  a  Siberian  trfr- 
Teller.  Having  no  time  to  fall  in  love,  I  took,  at 
parting  with  the  ladies^  advantage  of  die  RussiaPl 
custom,  winch  permitted  my  kissing  their  hands^ 
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wbUe  they  at  the  same  time  honoured  me  by  sa- 
luting my  cheek. 

I  reached  the  second  station  late  in  the  evening, 
and  next  day,  remarking  with  pleasure  the  clean* 
liness  and  good-nature  of  the  inhabitants,  reached 
Kamisbloff.  Kaminsky,  a  useless  cannon-foundery, 
lay  in  my  way.  The  road  is  everywhere  excel- 
lent, over  low,  swampy,  yet  well-wooded  ground. 
Kamishloff  is  a  pretty  little  town  on  the  banks  of 
the  Pyshma,  a  river  but  little  used,  by  reason  of 
some  (alls.  There  are  two  thousand  inhabitants, 
enjoying  a  somewhat  flourishing  carrying  trade.  I 
received  the  kindest  attentions  from  the  town-ma- 
jor  (a  young  militaire,  who  had  been  severely 
wounded  in  the  Russian  or  Napoleon  campaigns), 
and  firom  the  inspector-general,  who  was  then  go- 
ing Ins  rounds.  Kamishlo£F  is  the  last  station  in 
the  government  of  Perm ;  a  government  I  felt  as 
little  regret  at  quitting,  as  I  had  fear  of  entering 
upon  my  return ;  it  is  a  place  most  unfortunately 
situated — ^between  Europe  and  Asia,  civilization 
and  semi-barbarism-^in  short,  between  vice  and 
virtue.  To  Tumen,  the  first  station,  are  thirty-six, 
and  to  the  second  twenty-six,  versts — ^thirty-five 
miles  in  all.  The  country  appeared  well  cultiva-i 
ted,  upon  a  soil  of  black  mould.  The  third  sta- 
tion of  twenty-five,  and  the  fourth  of  twenty-eight, 
versts — another  thirty-five  miles,  I  cleared  in  good 
time;  but  with  a  somewhat  awkward  indication 
of  ulcers  on  my  feet ;  a  malady,  according  to  my 
system,  very  easily  and  cheaply  to  be  remedied  in 
Siberia.  At  the  last  station,  a  small  Tartar  vil- 
lage, I  was  regaled  with  pork,  bread,  and  eggs,  at 
free  cost,  no  purse  being  necessary  among  these 
Tartars.  I  partook  of  the  wholesome  fare  d  la 
ToTkire,  BtuJdi^bandB  &rst  with  the  host,  aadte- 
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ceivini^  hi^  blessing  of  **  Peace  be  with  youl"  thei^ 
squatting  on  my  hams  like  the  rest  of  the  compa- 
i>y.  On  the  third  day  I  reached  Tumen,  after  near 
forty  miles'  walking.  The  town-major  kindly  re^ 
ceiled  and  lodged  me  in  his  house. 

Tnmen  is  a  city  of  some  consideration,  and,  from 
its  local  sitoation,  enjoys  a  considerable  trade  wkb 
the  fiEur  of  Irbit,  as  well  as  to  the  south-west  and 
south-east  of  it.  Its  population  is  said  to  consist 
bf  eight  thousand,  occupied  mostly  in  the  prepara- 
tion and  export  of  timber,  tallow,  hides,  and  em-, 
broidery.  It  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Tovra*. 
It  owes  its  celebrity  to  Yermak,  who  discoverod 
and  conquered  the  greater  part  of  Siberia.  The 
environs  of  the  city  are  fine  pastures  and  com 
lands.  With  this  advantage  of  soil,  added  to  that 
of  its  being  a  depot,  or  cfaancellary,  as  it  is  called, 
of  the  Russian  American  Company,  for  the  receipt 
and  transportation  of  their  goods,  as  well  as  to  en- 
list volunteers,  it  may  be  said  Tumen  is  a  place  of 
considerable  promise.  The  banks  of  the  Tonra 
are  steep,  and  the  current  rapid.  The  country, 
round  is  populous,  and  more  than  ordinary  Indus* 
try  is  ever3rwhere  observable. 

Having  crossed  a  miserable  bridge,  I  reached 
the  first  station  from  Tumen,  fifteen  miles,  where 
I  put  np  for  the  night.  It  was,  indeed,  a  wretch- 
ed place ;  but  I  shall  remember  it,  as  affording  a 
specimen  of  the  proficiency  I  had  made  in  the 
Russian  language.  Upon  my  arrival  I  demanded 
the  name  of  the  place,  and  was  answered,  as  I  had 
often  been,  Malaya  Derevehya^  which  I  interpret- 
ed litUe  revenue.  In  the  present  case  such  a  name 
seemed,  indeed,  peculiarly  appropriate,- for  certain- 
ly the  place  appeared  too  poor  to  contribute  any 
very  efficient  support  to  the  resources  of  the  em- 
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pirdk  The  frequency  of  the  reply,  however,  in- 
duced me  here  to  make  inqairy,  and  I  discovered 
my  error,  the  nature  of  which,  however  it  ahash- 
ed  me  at  the  time,  places  me  in  very  respectable 
company — ^no  less  than  that  of  the  justly  celebra^ 
ted  and  learned  Dr  Clarke,  who  was  eternally 
crossing  ^  river  Protok^  i^parently  ignorant  that 
the  Protok  means  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
branch  of  a  river. 

The  second  and  third  stations  lay  on  the  banks 
of  the  Toura,  running  through  a  highly  cultivated 
and  pleasant  country,  with  immense  herds  of  cattle 
Bcatl^red  in  every  direction,  and  the  inhabitants 
civD,  polite,  and  hospitable  in  proportion  to  their 
weal^.  During  the  latter  part  of  this  walk,  I  had 
foHowed  the  custom  of  the  place,  the  same  as  that 
in  Spain,  where  I  have  often  wandered  with  the 
muleteers,  viz.  that  of  sleeping  in  the  open  air. 
They  are,  indeed,  a  set  of  merry,  happy  fellows — 
hail  fellow  well  met,  this  way  or  that,  rain  or 
shine,  hot  or  cold,  nothing  comes  cross  while  the 
beasts  can  get  good  fodder,  and  the  moon  does  not 
shine  in  their  eyes.  A  good  fire  serves  at  once  to 
cook  the  provisions,  drive  away  the  mosquitoes, 
or  keep  off  cold.' 

The  following  day  I  reached  the  fifth  station, 
thirty-five  miles.  Here  are  a  few  dirty  huts  in  a 
low  marshy  country.  I  had  crossed  the  Toura  by 
a  miserable  ferry;  the  breadth  of  the  river  two 
hundred  yards,  and  the  rate  three  or  three  and 
a-half  knots  per  hour.  To  the  eighth  station  is 
stDl  a  low  country,  almost  inundated  from  the  late 
heavy  rains,  which  have  done  so  much  damage, 
that  Uie  village  of  Lepofsky  has  been  completely 
washed  away.  With  the  river  Toura  constatitVY 
at  my  nd^  and  the  nun  almost  incessant,  I  reado^- 
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ed  the  tenth  station ;  aiid  thence  to  Tobolsk,  where 
I  arriyed,  half  drowned  and  famished,  at  three  in 
the  afternoon.  I  had  encountered  considerable 
difficulty  in  crossing  the  Irtish,  in  consequence  of 
the  rapidity  of  the  fresh.  The  view  of  the  dty 
and  ancient  fortress,  on  arriving  from  the  west* 
ward,  is  very  fine,  standing  on  a  considerable  emi- 
Bence  vdiich  overhangs  the  river  and  lower  city. 

Upon  my  arrival,  I  searched  out  the  abode  of 
Mr  Rosing,  son-in-law  to'  the  governor,  and' bro- 
ther-in-law to  my  late  kind  host,  Mr  Berg,  of 
Perm.  The  family  were  all  at  the  govemor^s,  but 
receiving  a  note  from  me,  they  kindly  invited  me 
to  dinner;  my  situation,  kowever,  rendered  this 
impossible,  as  I  was  all  but  naked.  My  Booond 
apology  brought  the  host  himself,  who  ordered  me 
every  accommodation  I  needed.  In  the  evening, 
the  whole  party  visited  me  from  the  govemor^S) 
observing  with  much  kindness  on  the  delay  of  my 
visit,  and  adding  the  proverb  of  Mahomet  and  the 
mountain.  I  gave  myself  up  to  the  enjoymmit  of 
this  delightful  company,  and  of  my  pipe  and  a  glass 
of  punch,  and  could  have  fancied  myself  wajymen 
jrather  than  at  Tobolsk. 

Formerly  this  was  the  capital  of  all  Siberia,  af- 
terirards  of  a  province,  but  now  of  western  Sibe- 
ria ;  a  governor-general  residing  in  it,  whose  juris- 
diction comprises  that  of  Tomsk  and  Omsk,  while 
Irkutsk  has  also  a  governor-general,  who  rules 
Irkutsk,  Yenisseisk,  Yakutsk,  Okhotsk,  and  Kamt- 
chatka.  Tobolsk  is  a  large  and  ancient  city*  at 
the  junction  of  the  Tobol  and  Irtish,  two  noble 
streams,  which,  falling  into  the  Ob,  assume  its 
tiame,  and  are,  with  it,  ultimately  lost  in  the  Frozen 
0(iean.  The  inhabitants  are  estimated  at  twenty 
thoasaml;  composed  of  RusmivA)  Tartars,  and  Ba- 
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cHarians*  A  considerable  trade  is  still  carried  on 
with  China,  and  Tobolsk  may  be  said  to  supply 
all  Centnd  and  Western  Sibena.  It  has,  hov^ever, 
lost  mnch  by  the  change  of  route,  which  formerly 
led  through  the  city ;  by  which  change  the  cara^ 
vans  have  dbosed  it  as  a  halting-place  on  their 
way  to  farther  Siberia,  and  on  their  return,  the 
straight  road  being  from  Tumen  to  Tanu 

Tobolsk  is  the  see  of  an  archbishop,  who  has 
jurisdiction  over  all  Siberia.  It  has  many  hand- 
some churches,  but  ^fortunately)  no  convents ;  the 
streets  are  paved  with  wood,  and  in  general  the 
buildings  are  of  the  same  material.  The  markets 
and  bazars  are  well  regulated,  and  the  town  in 
^(eneral  is  very  dean.  The  residences  of  the  arch- 
bishop, governor-general,  and  principal  officers,  as 
well  as  the  barracks,  arsenal,  and  all  public  offices, 
are  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city.  The  position  is 
a  most  commanding  one,  a  matter  of  no  slight  con- 
sideration in  those  times,  when  convicts  were  kept 
in  the  lower  town.  Numerous  large  flocks  of  cat* 
tie  are  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tobolsk: 
provisions  are  cheap  and  abundant ;  bread  thirty- 
six  pounds  for  a  shilling,  and  the  same  quantity 
of  meat  for  three ;  and  hospitality  eminently  pro- 
verbial. But  what  is,  perhaps,  more  remarkable, 
very  good  society  is  to  be  enjoyed  here,  and  the 
strongest  features  of  content  are  displayed  in  this 
hitherto  supposed  metropolis  of  barbarism  and 
cruelty. 

The  truth  is,  that  Tobolsk  is  not  a  place  where 
convicts  or  malefactors  are  allowed  to  remain,  but 
poople  who  are  exiled  from  political  causes  only ; 
the  principal  part  of  whom  are  officers,  who  have 
still  the  privilege  of  appearing  in  public,  without 
the  loss  •{  ehhernulk,  fortune,  or  even  chacucX^x. 
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The  gov^nor  has  it  in  his  power  to  be£riend  any 
individual,  himself  becoming  responsible  for  his  ap- 
pearance when  necessary ;  and  as  no  govemmdit 
transports  or  banishes  fools^  Tobolsk  may  very 
well  be,  from  this  circumstance,  a  highly-  civiliJEed 
and  eligible  place  of  residence.  Malefactcn^  and 
bad  subjects  are  sent  to  Tomsk  and  Nertchinsk. 

I  visited  the  celebrated  fortress  built  by  Yermak, 
the  discoverer  and  conqueror  of  Siberia.  Several 
old  swords,  muskets,  and  the  like,  are  deposited 
here,  which  for  size  and  weight  might  vie  with 
the  more  famous  sword  in  Dumbarton  Castle.  I 
also  attended  an  examination  at  the  publie  military 
and  the  povincial  schools  on  the  Lancaat^iaB 
system.  The  children  seemed  to  have  made  0(Bfr> 
aiderable  proficiency  in  the  first  rudiments ;  the 
schools,  however,  are  yet  in  their  infancy,  thoogh 
nearly  one  thousand  boys  attend.  It  was,  iadeed, 
gratifying  to  a  patriotic  heart,  to  see  the  institn 
tions  of  Old  England  adopted  in  the  heart  of  Si^ 
beria — an  adoption  equally  honourable  to  us  and 
creditable  to  Alexander. 

The  view  of  the  surrounding  country  from  the 
residence  of  the  governor  is  really  sublime,  pre- 
serving still  its  ancient  wild  magnificence.  la 
front  are  the  noble  Irtish  and  Tobol,  joining  thek 
waters  from  the  east  and  south,  and  continuing 
their  united  course  through  the  black  and  impe^ 
ne^able  forests,  till  lost  on  the  verge  of  the  horizoa 
The  numerous  pasture  lands  on  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  river,  with  here  and  there  a  smoking  chim- 
ney, enliven  the  scene,  and  render  the  place,  with 
all  its  surrounding  but  distant  deserts,  a  really  en- 
viable retreat.  Immediately  under  the  eye  is  the 
river  and  lower  town,  with  its  regularly  interaeet- 
log  gtreets ;  all  these  afford  ocular  demonstrataoa 
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ibJBki  Tobokk  is  feur  from  bdng  a  dull  place ;  yet, 
eTen  in  smnmen  the  sitoatidn  is  very  cold  and 
bleak,  being  in  tne  latitude  of  near  59^,  and  the 
tbennometer,  daring  winter,  at  times  falling  as  low 
88  40o  and  42^  of  Reanmnr ;  while,  on  the  other 
band,  it  is  not  always  free  from  the  opposite  un- 
pleasantness of  extreme  heat. 

The  climate  of  the  proyince,  generally  speaking, 
is  inhospitable,  no  part  but  the  southern  producing 
grain.  The  soil  is  chiefly  marl  and  chalk,  except 
to  the  north,  which  is  covered  with  immense  tracts 
of  sand.  The  wood  is  for  the  most  part  stunted 
in  its  growth,  and  such  is  the  poverty  of  this  pro- 
vince, which  contains  more  than  a  million  of  souls, 
that  the  government  receives  from  it  but  three 
millions  of  roubles  net  revenue,  or  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling.  Its  extent  is 
immense,  being  from  the  latitude  of  50^  to  the 
Frozen  Sea,  and  near  one  thousand  miles  in  width. 
The  northern  districts  are  inhabited  by  Samoiedes 
and  Ostiaks,  a  wild,  barbarous  race,  who  live  by 
fishing  and  hunting,  enduring  all  the  rigours  of 
winter,  sometimes  even  without  fuel.  Fishing  is 
also  an  active  pursuit  at  Tobolsk,  near  two  thou- 
sand people  being  employed  upon  the  Irtish  and 
Tobol.  The  practice  is  to  ascend  the  streams  be- 
fore the  winter  commences,  catching  and  drying 
the  fish  as  they  go,  and  returning  to  the  city  with 
the  breaking  up  of  the  ice.  This  employment,  be- 
sides proving  for  the  maintenance  of  those  en- 
gaged in  it,  yields  a  very  remunerating  profit.  The 
embroidery  of  muslins  is  also  brought  to  consider- 
able perfection  at  Tobolsk,  introduced  originally 
by  the  daughters  of  exiled  officers,  who  had  felt 
tlie  deprivation  of  their  former  means  of  subsvaV 
ence ;  and  h  is  now  the  prevailing  fashion:  amoxv^ 
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the  ladies.  Tfae  poorer  cksses,  however,  are  in* 
dolent,  and  will  seldom  work  beyond  what  is  im^ 
mediately  necessary  for  the  procurement  of  food  \ 
and  this  may  in  part  account  for  their  suffering 
Some  of  the  richest  and  most  beautiful  lands  in  the 
wmrld,  on  the  banks  of  the  Irtish,  and  towards  the 
Chinese  frontiers,  to  lie  waste,  while  they  prefer 
the  deserts  and  forests  of  the  north.  To  this  in- 
ducement, however,  mast  be  added  that  of  obsti- 
nacy and  false  pride,  and,  perhaps,  some  portion 
ci  laudable  attachment  to  their  native  city,  lAidk 
is  termed  the  grand  and  ancient  capital  of  all  Si* 
beria,  and  which  has  been  the  scene  of  achieve- 
ments,  equals  if  not  superior,  to  those  of  Corlez. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Brief  History  of  Western  Siberia  and  of  its  conqueror 
Yermak— Imalak^Ingeary^-Kaminski — Kamisart^. 
Ishim — ^Tusnabolova — Toukalinsk — Omsk — The  Kir- 
guise—  Calmuckfu-^eliezinskaya — YamisherBk Poya« 

noyarsk  —  Ubinsk  .^  Uvarova  — Alexandrofsk.^  Bouk- 
tourma— Krasnojarsk — Maloi  Narymsk — Chinese  Fron- 
tier— Thelrtish — Ustkamenegorsk—Ismayelova— Neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Kolyyan — Kaknanka — Bamaoule— . 
Tomsk — Kioff — Krasnochinsky — Bagota — Atchinsk— 
Krasnojaisk— Eansko— .Ingashe — Nishney  Udinslu-Xr- 
kutsL 

The  early  history  of  tMs  part  of  the  world  is  in- 
TolFed  in  much  obscurity,  little  being  known  of  it 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
when  the  celebrated  Yermak  became  at  once  the 
discoverer  and  conqueror  of  Western  Siberia.  He 
bad  originally  been  the  leader  of  a  numerous  and 
well-organized  banditti,  who  committed  great  and 
distressful  ravages  on  the  rivers  Don  and  Volga, 
but  which  were  put  an  end  to  after  the  victories  of 
Ivan  Basilovitch  over  the  Tartars  of  Kazan  and 
Astrakan,  when  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
peaceable  establishment  of  his  dominions.  Yer- 
mak was  thus  compelled  to  fly,  and  sought  refuge 
in  the  north,  on  the  banks  of  the  Kama,  where  the 
family  of  Strogonosff  lisd  a  factory  for  the  pTurpo&e 
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of  barter  with  the  Siberians.  The  conduct  of  ow 
hero  proved  so  unlike  that  of  a  freebooter,  that 
Strogono£F,  during  the  winter  of  1577,  provided 
him  with  necessaries  to  subsist  his  men,  and  with 
arms  and  ammunition  to  make  an  incursion  upon 
the  Siberians. 

The  first  campaign  was  in  the  summer  of  1578. 
Yermak  had  from  six  to  seven  thousand  men  with 
him ;  but,  through  his  ignorance  of  the  route  and 
want  of  guides,  winter  closed  in  upon  him  almost 
before  the  commencement  of  the  campaign.  Hk 
route  lay  along  the  Kama  to  the  entrance  of  the 
river  Silvar,  where  he  passed  the  winter  in  a  small 
town  still  named  after  him. 
-  In  the  spring  of  1579,  Yermak  returned  to 
Strogonoflrs  establishment,  where  he  received  a 
fresh  supply  of  arms,  including  a  set  of  colours 
ornamented  with  images  after  1^  Russian  custoBL 
In  the  sumn^er  he  resumed  his  operations,  availing 
himself  of  the  little  rivers  Tchsusovaya  and  Sere- 
branka ;  the  latter  of  which  brought  him  to  the 

{oint  whence  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  by  land 
le  was  soon,  however,  again  obliged  to  winter  in 
what  is  termed  a  krepost,  or  wooden  fortress ;  hb 
forces,  meantime,  were  fast  diminishing  by  sicloiQjn 
and  constant  skirmishes. 

In  1580  he  continued  his  progress  along  the 
little  rivers  Barancha  and  Jouraslik,  where  his 
forces  were  reduced  to  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fifty  men.  With  these  he  sailed  down  the 
Tagili,  and  reached  the  town  now  called  Tou- 
rinsk,  and  there  defeated  the  Tartar  prince 
Epantchy.  On  the  1st  of  August  he  reached 
Tsaugy,  now  Tumen,  on  the  banks  of  the  Toura, 
of  which  he  took  possession,  and  fixed  his  winter 
quarters,  with  only  one  Xhoufiond  five  hundred  fol- 
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lowera,  but  innred  to  hardships,  accnstomed  to  tIc- 
toiy,  and  patting  implicit  fedth  in  their  leader. 

TThe  spring  of  1681  was  marked  by  two  yictories 
over  the  Tartar  prince  Mahomed  KouL  Yermak 
then  marched  along  the  Tobol  till  he  reached  the 
Irtish,  the  centre  of  Koutchom  Khan's  dominions^ 
His  forces  were  now  reduced  to  five  hundred  men"; 
yet  with  these  he  resolved  to  conquer  or  to  die. 
On  the  23d  October  a  bloody  conflict  took  place 
between  the  armies,  when  Koutchom  Khan  and  the 
Prince  Meneik  Koul  were  entirely  defeated,  and 
narrowly  escaped  being  made  prisoners.  The 
scene  of  action  was  at  the  junction  of  the  Tobol 
and  the  Irtish,  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  To- 
bolsk. Yermak  instantly  directed  his  march  against 
Sibir,  the  ci^ital  of  the  Tartars,  distant  twelve 
miles ;  and  on  the  26th  October  entered  it  in  tri- 
umph, Teeieiyed  the  oath  of  allegiance  of  his  new 
subjects,  and,  from  the  head  of  a  banditti,  became 
a  sovereign  prince.  The  situation  of  Yermak  was, 
however,  by  no  means  enviable.  He  resolved, 
therefore,  to  make  a  tender  of  his  conquests  and 
further  services  to  the  Tzar.  Accordingly,  on  the 
22d  December,  he  dispatched  his  confident,  the 
Ataman  Klotso£F,  to  Moscow,  with  the  news  and 
message.  Klotso£F  was  received  with  every  de- 
monstration of  joy ;  and  special  marks  of  royal  fa- 
vour were  conferred  upon  the  hero  and  his  com- 
panions, together  with  a  general  pardon  for  past 
oiFences.  Yermak  himself  was  honoured  with  two 
rich  coats  of  armour,  a  silver  cup,  and  a  fur  cloak 
which  the  Tzar  himself  had  worn ;  the  last  being 
then  considered  the  greatest  mark  of  distinction  in 
Russia. 

Yermak,  meanwhile,  was  not  idle.    Leaviivg  \)k 
part  of  his  aamU  force  to  garrison  and  protect  SiW, 
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which  seems  to  have  given  name  to  all  the  Asialie 
part  of  the  Russian  empire,  he,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  fayourite,  Briazga,  extended  his  conquests 
to  the  countries  of  the  Ostiaks  and  Vogouls^  near 
to  Samaro£F  and  Tabarinsk* 

In  the  sequel,  Yermak  undertook  an  expedition 
for  the  purpose  of  subjugating  the  siurounding  ter- 
jritories,  and  annihilating  the  remainder  of  the 
Khan's  followers.  Attended  by  three  hundred 
Cossacks  of  the  Don,  he  reached  the  settlement 
called  Ambashou;  but  here  he  received  information 
which  induced  him  to  retrace  his  steps  towards  the 
new  capital.  He  reached  in  safety  a  canal  which 
had  been  cut  by  his  directions  as  a  species  of  de- 
fence, as  well  as  for  the  shortening  of  the  comnra' 
nication ;  and  here  he  passed  the  last  night  of  his 
extraordinary  career. 

The  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  fatigues  they 
liad  imdergone,  and  the  apparent  security  of  the 
situation,  all  operated  to  plunge  the  party  in  pro- 
foimd  sleep ;  even  the  guard  was  overcome :  when 
Koutchom  Klian,  who  had,  cautiously  and  unob- 
«erved,  followed  and  watched  his  enemy,  fell  upon 
;them  sword  in  hand.  Never  was  a  scene  of  great- 
er tiunult,  or  a  night  victory  more  complete  than 
that  gained  by  the  Tartars ;  and  Yermak's  whole 
party,  with  the  exception  of  himself  and  one  many 
were  cut  to  pieces.  Fmding  all  lost,  Yermak  fled 
to  the  river,  and,  in  attempting  to  jump  into  a  boat^ 
fell  into  the  water  and  was  drowned ;  the  weight 
of  his  armour  preventing  his  swimming.  Thus 
perished,  after  seven  years  of  constant  warfare,  this 
enterprising  and  valuable  leader,  in  the  night  be- 
tween the  5th  and  6th  of  August,  1584.  Accord- 
ing to  tradition,  his  body  was  afterwards  found  and 
taried  near  tbe  jfxomovifxrj  oi  BQ^igboahfifiaks  wider 
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a  large  fir-tree,  not  far  from  the  Irtisli,  near  which 
a  cross  is  orected. 

For  a  while  the  Russian  empire  in  Siberia  was 
at  an  end,  as  the  remains  of  a  small  band,  which 
had  been  left  as  a  garrison  at  Sibir,  togedier  with 
the  single  individual  who  had  suryived  the  late 
conflict,  and  toLd  the  mournful  tale,  evacuated  the 
fortress,  and  returned  to  Russia.  The  court  of 
Muscovy  were  not  long,  however,  before  they  re- 
newed their  designs  upon  the  conquest  of  Siberia. 
The  intestine  commotions  and  divisions  of  the  Tar- 
tar princes,  who  were  asserting  their  relative  inde- 
pendence, offered  the  best  prospects  of  success ; 
and  many  of  the  Tartars  were  pleased  with  the 
conduct  of  the  Russians,  and  perfectly  disposed  to 
join  them  against  Koutchom  Khan,  who  was  dis- 
liked for  his  intolerant  zeal  in  propagating  the  Ma- 
homedan  faith.  A  body  of  three  hundred  Russians 
accordingly  penetrated  to  the  Toura  without  oppo- 
sition, bmlt  the  fort  of  the  Tumen,  and  there  wait- 
ed far  reinforcements.  The  subjugation  of  Tobolsk 
and  Tara  followed ;  and  fortresses  were  there  also 
established.  In  the  short  space  of  a  century,  the 
whole  of  Siberia,  from  Europe  to  the  Eastern 
Ocean,  and  from  the  Frozen  Sea  to  the  Chinese 
frontiers,  was  annexed  to  the  Russian  empire. 
New  towns  were  built,  colonies  were  planted,  and 
settlements  established  in  the  most  distant  parts. 
Those  tribes  of  Tartars  who  were  not  readily  re- 
ducible to  obedience,  were  at  once  exterminated ; 
and  something  like  the  same  merciless  cruelty 
which  characterised  the  Spaniards  in  South  Ame- 
rica, was  practised  in  Siberia.  Much  more  would 
have  been  done,  and  the  Russians  would  no  doubt 
have  had  possession  of  all  Mongolia,  had  not  thft 
jealooay  of  the  Chinese  interfered^ 
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The  RiissiiEUDfi  had  extended  Aeir  dikife  for  do- 
minion along  the  banks  of  the  Amour,  and  were 
continuing  their  subjugation  of  ihe  Tungouaian 
tribes,  when  they  encoimtered  the  Chinese,  who 
were  drawn  thither  by  the  same  object.  From 
jealousy  of  each  other's  conquests,  these  two  great 
powers  became  inyolved  in  a  war  about  the  year 
1680,  and  the  fortresses  on  the  Amour  became  al- 
ternately the  property  of  each,  as  the  chanoeB  of 
war  dictated.  At  length,  however,  the  dunese 
power  prevailed,  and,  at  a  peace  in  1689,  the  Ru8«> 
sians  ceded  a  considerable  territory,  together  with 
the  navigation  of  the  Amour.  The  vidue  of  -^bm 
river,  at  that  lime  unknown,  has  been  fully  seen 
since  the  discovery  of  Kamtchatka  and  hs  ad- 
jacent islands,  ais  well  as  the  proximity  of  conti- 
nental America,  and  the  archipelago  of  islands  be- 
tween. This  ceded  territory,  and  oliier  valuable 
points,  Russia  has  never  since  been  able  to  r^;ain, 
as,  with  little  exception,  the  two  countries  have 
remained  at  peace ;  and  thus  closes  the  history  of 
Siberia,  till  the  discovery  and  conquest  of  the  pe- 
ninsula of  Kamtchatka,  which  took  place  in  the 
early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  above  history  is  in  the  main  .a  translation 
of  a  biographical  notice,  attached  to  the  profile  of 
Yermak,  on  a  large  map,  which  was  presented  to 
me  by  my  excellent  friend  the  governor  of  Tobolsk. 
A  part  of  it  is  also  to  be  found  in  Coxe's  account 
of  Russian  Discoveries. 

To  return  to  my  journey,  for  which  I  had  been 
preparing  during  the  three  days  I  was  in  Tobol^ 
by  getting  a  new  leathern  water-proof  knapea^ 
and  deliberating  'the  route  to  be  pursued.  I  felt 
anxious  to  get  on  as  fast  as  possible,  but  yet  so  as 
not  to  miss  meeting  thB'gov«ntfn*^§ieiiiet«l,  who,  I 
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ivas  htfonned,  was  on  his  way  to  Tobolsk,  but  not 
by  the  direct  road,  his  excellency  taking  Kolyvan 
and  Omsk  in  bis  way.  It  was  therefore  determi- 
ned that  I  should  go  first  to  Omsk,  and  follow  the 
Irtiflli  as  fieff  as  the  Chinese  frontiers ;  and  thence, 
to  return  by  the  same  river,  and  proceed  to  the 
mines  of  Kolyyan,  wh^e  it  was  to  be  hoped  I 
might  arrive  in  time  to  meet  Mr  Speranski,  the 
goyemor-general.  In  furtherance  of  my  design, 
the  governor  supplied  me  with  a  Cossack,  and  an 
order  for  horses,  if  I  should  deem  them  necessary, 
as  well  as  an  open  order  for  all  assistance  to  be 
rendered  sae,  not  only  in  his  government,  but  as 
Car  as  the  capitid  of  the  next ;  his  power  being  un- 
derstood to  extend  from  capital  to  capital. 

I  bade  adieu  to  Tobolsk,  with  a  grateful  remem- 
bnmce  of  the  kindness  I  had  experienced ;  and,  in 
company  with  my  yoimg  Cossack,  pursued  the 
road  to  Omsk.  It  is  not  a  good  one.  The  coun- 
try residences  of  the  governor  and  archbishop  were 
on  the  right,  as  also  a  lai-ge  monastery,  which  I 
had  visited  three  days  before  on  the  occasion  of  a 
fete ;  but  the  coimtry  generally  possesses  very  little 
of  interest.  At  twelve  miles  I  passed  a  second 
monastery,  romantically  situated,  and  upon  the 
road  to  i^  many  hundreds  of  people  coming  from 
their  annual  visit  to  the  Virgin,  to  whom  it  is  de- 
dicated; her  ladyship  having,  during  the  week, 
presented  herself  at  Tobolsk  to  receive  her  rents. 
At  sixteen  miles  I  reached  the  village  of  Imalak, 
overhanging  the  Irtish,  which,  dividing,  forms  an 
island,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  present  a  double 
aorpentine  view.  The  extent  of  territory  seen 
from  the  elevated  banks  is  astonishing  and  beauti^ 
fuL 

I  descended  the  mountain  by  a  ateep  aad  OiSiSX* 

k2 
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gerous  road,  then  ferried  oyer  the  IrMiy  psanng 
through  a  large  Tartar  viUage,  situated  in  a  fine 
pasture,  with  some  rye  com,  and  reached  the  se^ 
<^nd  station  on  the  lofty  bank  of  the  Irtish.  I 
found  the  cottages  neat  and  clean,  and  the  inhain- 
tants  comfortable,  hospitable,  and  contented ;  with- 
out hope  or  expectation  of  reward  for  their  ho^- 
tality  to  me.  Thence  to  Berezofska  the  cofiflitry 
appears  more  cultivated  and  pleasing,  with  a  good 
dbal  of  fine  wood  in  the  yalleys.  Thence  to  the 
Tartar  village  of  Ingeary,  on  the  banks  of  the  Va- 
gay,  when  I  entered  a  considerable  tract  of  ^beir 
lands,  near  seventy  miles  in  extent,  but  without  a 
fdngle  Russian  inhabitant.  These  Tartars  are  of 
the  Bashkire  race.  I  could  not  help  observing  the 
perfect  cleanliness  af  their  houses,  the  civility  oi 
the  people,  and  the  good  economy  of  th^  kuidfl. 
I  slept  most  contentedly  in  these  dwellings ;  feedr 
ing  upon  milk  and  cakes,  but  seldom  tasted  ani- 
mal food. 

The  dress  of  ^e  Tartar  women  is  light,  if  not 
neat ;  being  merely  a  plain  white  shift,  with  a  sash 
round  the  waist  to  support  the  bosom ;  besides  this 
they  have  not  a  vestige  of  apparel,  except  the 
handkerchief  on  the  head.  The  young  gk-k  had 
the  hair  plaited  and  hanging  down  like  the  Biscay 
^Is,  or  brought  up  under  l£e  left  arm,  and  fiasteBr 
ed  to  the  fore  part  of  the  shift  by  a  riband.  Such 
is  the  simple  summer  dress ;  the  winter,  or  gala 
one,  is,  however,  more  tawdry.  Their  features 
appear  delicate,  but  their  limbs  are  strong,  and 
their  complexion  very  dark. 

At  Kamenski  I  quitted  the  great  Siberian  road, 

not  far  from  Tara,  passing  several  neat  Tartar  vil^ 

lages,  whose  white  plastered  chimneys  and  ovens 

remmded  me  a  little  of  those  in  my  own  country. 
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The  fiumUiro  coosisti  of  a  few  earthenware  uten*- 
silfly  and  ^set  of  tea-thingB ;  one  half  of  the  room 
is  elevated  above  the  other  about  fourteen  inches, 
and  that  half  seryes  them  alike  for  sitting,  sleeping, 
and  stMB-room.  They  are  particular  in  having 
dean  bedding,  and  many  pillows;  the  latter  of 
winch  are  always  presented  to  a  stranger  to  raise 
and'aoften  hia  sea^  as  they  iiave  neither  chairs  nor 
stools.  A  Tartar  dwelling  lias  always,  if  possible, 
attaclied  to  it  the  convenience  of  a  vegetable  gar- 
den. Tiie  women,  I  observed,  never  presume  to  eat 
<Mr  drinlL  till  tlieir  better  or  worse  half  has  finished, 
and  thea  but  seldom  while  in  iheir  presence. 

Reached  Aramashansky,  near  the  Vagay,  which 
winds  its  waters  through  many  fertile  spots.  At 
Kamisart  I  met  much  incivility,  not  being  permitted 
to  pass  the  night  in  it  without  having  recourse  to 
severe  measures ;  to  avoid  which  I  preferred  con- 
tinuing my  journey  in  the  rain.  This  part  of  the 
country  appears  well  cultivated,  and  better  peo- 
pled ;  nor  is  it  void  of  interest, — ^for  the  account  of 
its  scenery,  described  in  the  well-known  tale  of 
^  Elizabeth,  or  the  Exiles  of  Siberia,"  is,  on  this 
point,  very  correct.  Crossed  the  little  river  Ca- 
rasal  to  Besroucouva,  a  fine  level  pasture  plain, 
feeding  immense  quantities  of  cattle;  tiience  to 
Isliim,  wliich  I  reached,  at  four  in  tiie  evening,  in 
a  torrent  of  rain,  much  fatigued,  and  my  Cossack 
more  so  ;r  he  was,  in  fact,  perfectly  useless. 

laliim,  so  celebrated  in  the  tale  before  alluded 
to,  is  a  miserable  town,  on  the  stream  of  its  own 
name,  deserving  remark  here  only  for  the  incivility 
of  the  inhabitants,  who,  with  the  commissary  and 
the  doctor,  were  all  noisily  intoxicated.  Of  course, 
I  could  get  no  attention  psdd  me,  either  as  to 
lodging  or  food;  and,  though  the  nun  fell  m  Xox- 
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rents,  I  and  my  Cossack  were  obliged  to  pass  ihB 
night  in  the  market-place. 

Next  morning  we  reached  a  neat  village  called 
Borovaya,  where  I  was  hospitably  entertained  by 
the  elder  of  the  Tillage,  who  also  furnished  me 
with  horses  to  Tusnobolova  (twenty  miles),  where 
the  long-bearded  guard  searched  my  baggage ;  alas! 
it  contained  little;  and  for  once  I  felt  ashamed  at 
the  examination.  They  did  their  duty  in  a  civil 
manner,  but  I  was  much  puzzled  to  tibink  what 
they  could  be  in  expectation  of  finding.  '  The 
country  is  open,  and  laboriously  cultivated,  and 
the  neighbourhood  populous.  Much  fine  wood, 
and  some  fishless  lakes,  are  also  to  be  seen.  I 
overtook  a  party  of  unfortimates  exiled  for  misde- 
meanours, and  compelled  to  live  in  this  district, 
which  is  hence  the  general  rendezvous  of  pick- 
pockets, &c.  At  the  next  village  I  happened  to 
be  quartered  at  the  house  of  a  newly-married 
couple ;  and  I  confess  I  regretted  the  law  which 
compelled  them  to  quit  their  bed  and  room  for  me. 
To  this  sacrifice,  however,  they  submitted  in  thft 
most  cheerful  manner,  treating  me  with  bread,* 
milk,  and  eggs,  and  indeed  whatever  the  house 
could  furnish.  Through  a  succession  of  happy 
villages  I  reached  Toukalinsk,  over  an  uninterest- 
ing level  of  pasture  land.  The  wretched  external 
appearance  of  the  cottages  is  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  the  neatness  within ;  and  if  half  a 
dozen  healthy  and  beautiful  children  be  any  indi- 
cation of  content,  then  are  the  inhabitants  of  this 
district  most  happy.  The  price  of  bread  is  one 
shilling,  and  of  meat  three,  for  forty  pounds.  The 
road  is,  in  general,  very  good. 

At  Toukalinsk  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
what  was  to  me  my  aU-^-my  passport,  papers^  and 
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every  poteetioii  in  Siberia.  In  vain  I  addressed 
the  coirnniwiKiy;  in  vain  I  offered  a  guinea  for 
tbeu  reooyery;  in  vain  I  pointed  out  the  rogue 
wlio  had  taken  tbem  in  the  tin  case  from  the  seat 
while  I  was  at  dinnen  I  begged,  entreated,  in- 
sisted, threat^ied,  abused ;  all  was  to  no  purpose ; 
and  I  was  finally  constrained  to  go  without  them. 
By  this  tenible  disaster  I  was  entirely  deprived  of 
all  testunony  of  myself,  my  connexions,  or  the 
olgect  of  my  journey,  and  lay  at  the  mercy  of  any 
one  who  might  choose  to  provide  me  with  large 
but  cheap  lodgings. 

My  now  melancholy  route  towards  Omsk  was 
over  a  similar  pasture  plain  as  far  as  ^e  eye  could 
reach,  with  scarcely  the  appearance  of  a  slurub.  At 
Soukofeki  the  drunken  postmaster  would  have 
made  me  like  himself,  but  in  such  rainy  and  dreary 
weathw  I  preferred  tea.  I  next  crossed  over  to  a 
little  village  called  Krasnoyarsk,  on  a  stream  which 
unites  with  the  Irtish,  now  again  visible,  after  an 
absence  of  two  himdred  miles.  I  at  last  got  view 
of  the  fortress  of  Omsk,  and,  having  reached  the 
Irtish,  passed  from  a  most  dreary  into  a  highly  fer- 
tile com  country,  and,  finally,  in  a  ferry  over  the 
Onkf  I  entered  the  city  by  a  neat  bridge,  at  five  in 
the  eyeniag. 

On.  my  arrival,  I  of  course  presented  myself  to 
the  ispravnick,  or  head  commissary,  and  made 
known  my  loss  in  as  good  language  as  I  could. 
I  failed  in  making  him  understand  me,  but  he 
humanely  gave  me  good  lodgings  imtil  he  could 
procure  the  presence  of  one  of  the  military  officers 
to  act  as  interpreter.  This  was  done  the  next 
day.  In  the  meantime,  I  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  governor-general  and  governor  of  Tobolsk,  re- 
qneating  an  aUeeted  copy  of  the  documenta  llosA 
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lost,  and  which  I  had  taken  the  precaation  to  hare 
made  there.  The  police-master  inyited  me  to 
dine  with  him,  though  he  confessed  he  could  not 
moiderstand  either  my  object  or  character.  He 
was,  however,  soon  satisfied  by  the  arrival  of  an 
express  with  my  passports,  &c  all  complete.  Thns 
was  I,  from  a  state  of  suspicion  and  surveillance^ 
again  restored  to  society.  1  should  be  Very  un« 
grateful,  were  I  not  to  do  justice  here  to  the  om- 
duct  of  the  commissary,  who  kindly  went  eighty 
miles,  upon  my  account,  to  enforce  the  return  of 
the  papers,  which,  being  in  a  tin  case,  induced  the 
party  to  suspect  money  was  there.  All  that  I  had 
was,  however,  in  my  knapsack,  and  that  did  not 
amoimt  to  five  pounds.  1  dined  the  second  day 
with  the  chiefs  of  the  district,  when  a  committee 
of  the  merchants  attended  to  request  my  accept- 
ance of  a  commercial  commission  to  the  Kirgnise 
and  Calmuck^s  country,  being  given  to  imderstand 
1  could  speak  those  languages,  from  having  for- 
merly traded  with  them.  Here,  then,  was  a  cap- 
tain of  the  British  navy,  in  the  heart  of  Siberii^ 
converted  into  a  Tartar  trader.  1  humoured  the 
joke,  and  demanded  the  per-centage.  They  made 
their  offer,  and  my  demand  exceeding  it  by  from 
twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  I  was  of  course  not  em- 
ployed. In  the  evening,  I  received  a  polite  invi- 
tation from  Baron  Klotte,  the  general  then  <^m- 
manding  the  military  corps  of  Siberia.  It  is  pro- 
per to  observe,  that  the  worthy  baron  honoured  me 
with  this  compliment  before  I  had  recovered  my 
papers,  and  solely  with  the  view  of  benefiting  and 
protecting  a  stranger.  Peace  to  his  manes  I  he  is 
numbered  with  the  dead,  leaving  a  wife  and  very 
large  family,  with  slender  means  to  maintain  exist- 
eace,  I  passed  in  the  garri&on  three  pleasant  dayh 
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converNngin  the  French  language,  which  I  found 
both  ladies  and  gentlemen  understood  well.  Feasts 
and  flutes  were  given  to  me  by  the  first  individuals, 
all  of  whom  vied  in  exemplifying  to  me  the  boimd- 
less  hospitality  and  friendship  of  their  nation. 

Omsk  is  placed  at  the  jimction  of  the  Irtish  and 
Om.  Previous  to  the  invention  of  cannon,  it  was, 
no  doubt,  a  strong  place,  and  even  at  present,  con- 
sidering the  means  of  those  by  whom  alone  it  can 
be  attacked,  may  be  deemed  impregnable.  It  has 
a  garrison  of  four  thousand  men,  with  a  flying  ar- 
tillery of  forty  pieces.  It  may  be  divided  into 
fortress,  town,  and  suburbs.  The  first  is  the  most 
considerable,  and  is  in  fact  a  neat  place ;  the  build- 
ings, barracks,  &c.  being  constructed  generally  of 
brick,  and  surroimded  by  a  good  ditch  and  mud 
wall,  which  will  ere  long  have  cannon  moimted 
upon  it.  The  military  college  is  a  noble  foimd- 
ation  upon  the  Lancasterian  system,  and  was  esta- 
blished immediately  on  his  Imperial  Majesty's  re- 
turn from  his  visit  to  England.  Wonderful  profi- 
ciency has  been  attained  by  several  of  its  pupils, 
now  young  men,  and  the  general  improvement  re- 
flects credit  on  all  concerned  in  its  management. 
The  youth  are  instructed,  besides  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic,  in  drawing,  mathematics,  fortifica- 
tion, and  algebra,  and  in  some  of  the  Oriental  lan- 
gnagea.  Tbe  barracks  for  the  boys,  their  food, 
clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  are  in  excellent  order ;  and 
every  praise  is  due  to  the  attention  and  benevo- 
lence of  the  commandant.  Colonel  Ivanoff,  who  is 
considered  by  them  as  a  father.  They  are  com- 
posed of  the  children  of  the  military  forming  the 
army  of  Siberia.  The  school  for  the  children  of 
the  Cossacks  is  on  a  similarly  benevolent  plan,  a\- 
though  jn>t  quite  so  forward,  from  the  want  oi 
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good  masters.  The  town  and  snbfoi^s  liacvie^  mam 
neat  buildCngs,  but  are  not  otherwise  remaxkaMek 
The  nsited  population  is  seven  thousand  five  famn^ 
dred. 

Omsk  was  one  of  the  strong  places  of  the  Tar- 
tars, and  successfully  withstood  the  attad»  of  the 
great  Yermak.  The  country  roimd  is  fertile  as  to 
its  soU,  though  not  extensively  cultivated ;  it  is  one 
vast  plain,  as  level  as  a  floor.  The  fortress  is  north, 
and  the  town  south,  of  the  Cm,  but  both  are  east 
of  the  Irtish.  Opposite  is  the  territory  of  the  wan- 
dering Kirgnise,  presenting  no  appearance  of  col" 
tivation  or  dwellings.  A  considerable  trade  is  car- 
ried on  with  them,  as  also  with  ihe  Calmncks  to 
the  south,  which  consists  in  the  barter  of  cattle, 
&c  for  tobacco  and  spirits.  Several*  children  of 
each  of  these  tribeer  are  to  be  seen  in  Omsk,  who' 
are  slaves,  having  been  sold  by  their  parents  for  a^ 
pound  of  tobacco  or  a  glajss  of  spirits.  They  are, 
however,  in  this  degraded  condition,  better  off  than 
when  wandering  the  inhospitable  deserts. 

The  Kirgfuise  are  divided  into  three  hordes,  all 
more  oV  less  tributary  to  Russia,  allhiough  they 
have  khans  of  their  own.  They  are  ail  wanderers 
over  the  countries  between  Omsk  and  the  Caspian 
Sea.  Their  occupation  consists  in  hunting,  fislmig, 
and  breeding  cattle,  and  of  the  latter  they  have  im- 
mense droves  in  this  vicinity.  They  are  not  ccm- 
sidered  nice  in  the  mode  of  acquiring  them,  and 
have  even  been  accused  of  kidnapping  and  selling' 
Christians ;  an  accusation  not  improbable  from  the 
example  set  them.  They  continue  only  so  long  in' 
a  place  as  there  is  forage  for  their  beasts,  getting, 
in  winter,  as  near  the  woods  as  possible  for  the  ad- 
yantage  of  fuel,  though,  in  most  parts,  the  dried 
dung,  of  their  cattle  provides  a  i«»d^  vcid  ofidoBt 
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BaMitiite.  I  ssw  one  of  their  chiefs,  a  good-look- 
ing feUoWy  hut  yery  filthy ;  and  indeed  they  are  in 
gmnX  the  most  miserable  and  filthy  race  I  ever 
hehel^  scarcely,  during  the  warm  weather,  afford- 
ing themaelTes  a  pair  of  tro wsers  for  mere  decency. 
One  large  inm  kettle,  with  wooden  spoons,  consti- 
tntea  ibe  famitare  of  their  more  wretched  tent. 
They  are,  however,  excellent  horsemen,  and  are 
Bappoaed  to  be  descended  from  the  Mongoles  and 
Tartan.    Their  language  is  peculiar  to  themselyes. 

The  Cahmicks,  who,  1^  them,  make  no  scruple 
to  dispose  of  their  children  upon  any  momentary 
distress  or  want  of  spirits,  are  yet  a  different  race,^ 
both  with  respect  to  features  and  origin.  They  are, 
howerer,  their  equals  in  idleness  and  filth,  and  fol- 
low the  same  vagabond  way  of  life.  The  Cal- 
mucka  are,  notwithstanding,  the  direct  descendants 
of  the  Mongoles,  who  emigrated  hither  after  the 
destruction  of  their  empire.  Very  few  are  subject 
to  Russia,  a  great  part  of  them  living  in  Chinese 
Mongolia,  while  ^e  rest  of  them,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Russia,  roam  about  the  coimtries  situated 
between  the  Don  and  Volga  and  the  Ural  moun- 
tains. Their  features  will  for  ever  mark  them  in 
whatever  part  of  the  world ;  the  flat  face,  small  and 
dongated  eyes,  broad  nose,  high  cheek  bones,  thick 
lips,  and  hrownish-yellow  complexion,  are  sure 
signs  of  their  Mongolian  descent.  They  are  obli- 
ging, hat  inquisitive  and  dishonest;  yet,  with  a  little 
Russian  education  and  discipline,  ihey  make  good 
servants.  1  ate  and  drank  with  them,  as  also  with 
the  Kirgnise,  upon  roasted  meat,  without  bread,  or 
any  tiling  else,  save  a  glass  of  spirits  and  a  pipe  of 
tobacco. 

Thus  much  of  the  two  people  whom  I  shall  meet 
apon  my  nextjaamey  along  the  Irtish.  I  dei^ttcVr 
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ed  with  a  military  Cossack^  and  a  protectioii  firan 
Baron  Klotte,  addressed  to  all  the  general,  field, 
and  subaltern  officers  of  the  army  of  SiberiBy  m^ 
companied  with  a  discretionary  pow^  to  call  out 
horses.   I  reached  the  second  station,  twenty  miles, 
and  halted  for  the  night ;  the  third  station,  Achin- 
skaye,  is  a  large  village,  with  a  ditch  and  redoubt, 
for  defence  against  bows  and  arrows.    The  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  fourth  station  aboimds  in  horses, 
bullocks,  sheep,  and  camels.  I  reached  the  twelfdi, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Omsk,  withont 
any  thing  of  interest.    It  is  called  Jeliezinskayi 
fortress,  having  a  commandant,  and  garrison  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  twelve  pieces  of  flying 
artillery,  to  defend  it.    It  is  a  neat  little  town,  snr- 
rounded  by  a  mud  wall  and  ditch,  with  a  ponder* 
ous  gateway,  which  gives  it  a  martial  appearance; 
nor  is  the  situation  void  of  interest,  although  placed 
upon  a  desolate  tract, 

Wllere  ^rilds,  immeasurably  spiead. 
Seem  lengtheniDg  as  I  go. 

The  distant  parts  of  the  Kirguise  lands  boast 
some  eminences,  and  a  conside^rable  quantity  of 
wood ;  the  road  is  good,  and  living  cheap,  fish  par- 
ticularly being  very  abundant.  The  road  still  lies 
along  the  right  bank  of  the  Irtish,  and  the  several 
villages  are  purely  military,  to  keep  up  the  commiir> 
nication  between  the  frontier  fortresses  and  Omsk; 
a  non-commissioned  officer  and  twelve  or  twenty 
men  residing  in  each.  Their  dwellings  are  good, 
and  excellent  vegetables  are  produced  in  the  gart 
dens;  a  great  advantage  over  the  fort  of  Omsk, 
where,  the  soldiers  have  either  too  much  work,  or 
are  too  idle,  to  atte&d  to  ih.e  ^toductioa  of  T^gel- 


dHfliitWMMhMttidnglBfij  vvgnsdy  iiMds^  w 
^inli  WBriwilk,  gwn  mfwgm  hang  made  liy  tlat 
cUrdhr  iOMBg  m  wMun,  iiHho  IS  preseiit  ra^^ 
MMv^  il9i  dilBd  niHity  bratdf  and  ImndLy* 
.  Z'-dnied  widi  Ae  commMwimt,  a  Genum,  and 
nnBBfid  Bv^  joutejTy  ttnongst  a  munbeor  of  Kii^ 
gnw  teolB)  aad  kniiKMe  hods  of  cattle.  One  of 
iheM  ipwienn  I  indaM  to  dng ;  but,  tho^ 
idr  WM  noncal  eiioiigliy  its  Tforday  as  I  imdentoody 
mAliB.mooampmKymg aetioDS,  as  I  oould  pereeiTey 
iraMi  nmeh'too  obaoenOi  At  the  fonrth  statum,  I 
wrm  fimmnd  with  a.ctrife  bv  ayomig  laaa  of  aeven- 
hmm;'9md,it  ahe  manam  iwr  bnabaiid  as  well  as 
ihe'did  the  lienea  and  die  wUp,  I  thoold  acareeljr 
aaryliuiiUifbrtiine;  thoogh^  indeed,  the  was  a 
peiaraaUe  giily  and  had  aecoFed  my  gratiitade  by 
nflcial'mg  aa  poatiHon.  The  fifth  station  is  mariced 
by  nradi  eotn-land.  I  dined  with  two  of  the  Kir- 
goise  daeh,  who  had  come  to  take  account  of  their 
propoty.  Their  appearance  was  handsome  and 
manly;  a  long  robe  of  bine  cloth,  beautifoUy  em- 
broidered, and  jftEustened  roimd  the  waist  by  a  high- 
ly-polished silver  belt,  from  which  was  suspended 
h  oBgf^y  a  knife,  a  pipe,  and  what  in  England 
ui^  be  termed  a  tinder-box ;  a  shirt  of  coloured 
cotton,  large  Tartar  trowsers,  and  boots  to  corre- 
ipottd.;  a  handsome  fur  cap,  with  a  small  black  one 
mdCT  it  to  coyer  the  clean-shaved  head ;  a  long 
leard,  and  bare  neck.  Their  horses  were  well  ac- 
wntred,  and  managed  by  a  long  whip,  which  serves 
ilsoin  the  driving  of  the  cattle.  They  were  alto- 
j^edhtK  superior-looking  young  men,  of  about  twen- 
ty-five* 

At  ibe  mghth  station,  the  eye  is  somewbal  xe-^ 
[ievedfrom  ^  sameDesa  of  the  scene,  a  good  deoX 
}f  mffod  aad  pBttme  hmd,  wit^  many  of  the  ¥At- 
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guise  yoiirtes  trnd  fires,  appening  en  liie  cf»pente 
side  of  the  river ;  an  abnndBnoe  of  com  npea  tUs. 
At  .the  twelfth  station  several  islands  in  me  rmr, 
and  many  fishing-boats,  are  adckd  to  the  soene. 
The  youth  of  both  sexes  are  extremely  beautiful, 
and  present  the  liveliest  picture  of  health ;  both  go 
unclothed  till  the  age  of  twelve,  with  the  exception 
only  of  a  clean  white  shift,  fastened  tight  round 
under  the  breast. 

I  reached  Yamhishersk,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  from  the  last  fortress,  which  it  greatly  resem- 
bles, although  its  garrison  is  larger,  being  seven 
himdred  and  fifty  strong.  The  barracks  and  of- 
ficers* 'quarters,  as  well  as  the  storehouses,  &c.,«re 
well  built,  and  kept  in  good  order.  The  present 
commandant,  a  sensible  and  civil  German,  snppHed 
me  with  a  bottle  of  rum,  a  pound  of  tobacco,  and 
some  bread.  I  met  here  dso  a  young  Prussian, 
who  was  a  resident  of  Moscow  when  that  city  was 
burnt  by  the  French.  From  that  disaster  a  tinned 
man,  he  entered  the  armyj  and  now  presented  him- 
self to  me  as  interpreter  of  various  languages, 
though,  of  the  six  he  professed,  I  believe  he  undei^ 
stood  no  other  than  Russ.  His  good-nature,  how- 
ever, and  general  obligingness  to  me,  made  him  an 
acceptable  companion. 

To  the  next  fortress  is  a  distance  of  one  Iran- 
dred  and  eighty  miles,  which  I  commenced  next 
morning,  alternately  walking  and  riding  as  circmn- 
stances  offered.  At  fifty  miles  there  are  many 
long,  but  not  very  high,  hills,  and  the  country  is 
sufficiently  picturesque  to  employ  the  genius  of  a 
painter.  The  distant  horizon  to  the  north  showed 
the  Irtish  flowing  in  a  direct  course.  Nearer  hand 
it  meanders  beautifully,  serpentizing  through  the 
pasture  gronnda,  to  wVndk  «omA  tuytmal  htdgn 
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gave  die  most  mteresting  appearance.  A  solitary 
Kngoise  village  of  movable  tents  stood  on  the 
centre^  the  river  winding  almost  round  it,  and  form- 
ing somewhat  of  a  peninsula,  as  in  the  annexed  cut, 


West 


South  ;==::-r^  yy'^^^^>^J>>^  North 


East 

the  A  being  the  site  of  the  dwellings.  Vast  herds 
of  cattle  were  grazing  beyond  the  village ;  the  sun 
was  setting  as  it  were  in  clouds  of  fire ;  while  the 
moon,  standing  in  the  south,  added  a  peculiar  fea- 
ture to  the  silence  and  solitude  of  the  scene. 

To  the  tenth  station  I  trudged  over  bad  roads, 
in  worse  weather,  and  through  a  dreary  and  unpro- 
ductive country.     On  reaching  the  thirteenth  sta- 
tion, however,  high  lands  to  the  south  began  to  re- 
vive me  with  their  appearance,  and  break  the  same- 
ness of  the  scene. 

I  stopped  at  Gloukhof,  a  little  unwell,  from  ha- 
ving been  wet  twenty-four  hours ;  a  small  cabin 
received  me,  whose  civil  landlord  and  his  handsome 
daughter  readily  famished  me  with  bread,  rice,  and 
mil^  and  a  comfortable  bed.  Next  day,  started  for 
Semipalatinsk,  which  I  reached  at  noon,  having 
crossed  some  sand-hills. 

Semipalatinsk  is  also  a  fortress,  with  nearly  one 
thousand  soldiers  and  a  commandant.  It  is  a  neat 
tovniy  and  has  a  military  school  upon  the  Lancas- 
terian  system,  instructing  four  hundred  boys ;  a  cir- 
cnmwtance  of  pleasing  reflection  to  an  English  mind^ 
lofindthebesD^Fi^JesQ^  ideas  of  his  owncoimtry  u^o^X- 
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ed  evea  bere>  in  a  tract  of  coimtry  removed  by  Hs 
situation  from  almost  every  access  to  diviliaBBtioii. 
The  establishment  is  in  its  infancy^  and  from  ^oob, 
jxad  a  great  want  of  capable  masters,  exhibits  no 
great  proficiency  beyond  reading  and  writing.  The 
town,  independent  of  the  military,  numbers  about 
two  thousand  inhabitants,  who  carry  on  an  incon- 
siderable trade  with  their  southern  neighbours.  It 
stands  on  a  pleasant  eminence,  commanding  a  fine 
view  of  .the  lofty  mountains  to  the  south.  I  was 
hospitably  entertained  by  the  commandant,  idio 
lives  in  a  respectable  style.  The  surroundiiu^ 
country  is  void  of  cultivation,  and  infested  widi 
robbers,  who  commit  serious  depredations,  aa  b^ 
stance  of  which  occurred  while  I  was  at  dimier;  a 
poor  pedlar  being  robbed  of  two  thousand  rovJUes^ 
or  one  himdred  pounds,  and  his  h<»se,  neither  of 
which  there  is  any  chance  of  his  recovering.  There 
is  evidently  something  incorrect,  but  which  I  coiildi 
not  fathom,  in  the  administration  of  justice  aa  it  ^^* 
spects  the  punishment  of  robbers ;  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  a  due  per-centage  on  ^  lost  propeity, 
applied  in  a  certain  manner,  will  procure  its  resto- 
ration. This,  indeed,  appears  as  open  a  ooante- 
nance  of  the  crime  as  can  well  be  imagined ;  yet 
such  is  the  fact.  If  no  fee  is  given,  little  exerdon 
is  made,  and  the  numerous  complaints  on  this  sub- 
ject have  hitherto  been  of  no  effect. 

I  quitted  Semipalatinsk  late  in  the  evening,  and 
directed  my  steps  for  Ubinsk,  along  the  banks  of 
a  little  stream  which  gives  name  to  the  fortress, 
and  which  unites  with  the  Irtish.  I  had  entered 
a  kibitka  which  was  passing  the  same  way,  and  at 
some  distance  observed  the  postilion  turn  off  sod" 
denly  to  the  right.  My  mind  misgave  me,  because 
ia  no  instance. before  had  1  de^\3^^€com  the  Ugh 
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toad.  I  xeoolleded,  alio,  that  the  Cossack  and 
postiHfni  were  both  half  dnmk,  and  had  been  in 
earnest  and  secret  conyersation ;  I  therefore  deter- 
mined to  qidt  by  a  short  movement.  It  was  ten 
at  night,  and  we  were  in  a  low  thick  brushwood, 
when,  taking  my  knapsack,  I  suddenly  quitted  the 
vehicle,  informing  "mem,  as  well  as  I  could  by 
signs,  and  an  obstinate  persistence  not  to  go  their 
way,  that  if  they  were  bound  as  they  had  pretend- 
ed they  would  follow  me.  I  continued  alone,  and 
regained  the  main  road ;  the  vehicle  also  tacked 
and  came  after  me,  but  I  refused  to  re-enter  it,  and 
marched  on  to  the  next  station,  keeping  them  at  a 
respectful  distance  all  the  way.  On  my  arrival  I 
disdiarged  the  Cossack,  without,  however,  report- 
ing his  conduct  to  the  German  commandant,  as  I 
perhaps  ought  to  have  done.  My  hostess  for  the 
night  was  in  a  most  imamiable  temper,  seeming  to 
putake  of  the  disappointment  of  the  two  fellows ; 
for  which  her  husband,  a  corporal,  gave  her  a  sound 
dmU>ing,  with  a  stick  <<  bigger  than  his  thumb." 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  I  crossed  the 
Irtish,  after  a  hard  walk  of  thirty  miles.  The 
country  low,  and  wet  from  smart  showers.  In  the 
erening  I  readied  Poyanoyarsk,  and  here  first  saw 
melons  in  this  country.  These,  which  are  of  a 
prodigious  size,  form,  with  cucumbers  and  bread, 
the  general  summer  diet  of  the  inhabitants.  They 
sell  at  one  copec  each,  that  is  ten  for  a  penny ;  a 
price  wfaidi  certainly  does  not  render  to  the  grower 
any  thing  beyond  the  barest  subsistence ;  for  five 
guineas  I  might  have  loaded  a  ship  with  them.  I 
received  a  great  many  as  presents,  but  left  them 
as  useless  to  one  in  my  situation.  The  cucumbers 
are  also  very  fine,  and  equally  cheap,  being  one 
hundred  forapeany;  and  good  wholesome  bTOWtv 
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bread  at  five  pence  for  forty  pounds.  Whether 
from  perfect  hospitality  or  abundance  I  know  not^ 
I  suppose  from  both,  but  I  certainly  never  was 
better  entertained. 

Next  day  I  reached  Ubinsk,  a  yile  dirty  place, 
called  here  a  town.  I  had  before  passed  some  dis- 
tant elevated  lands  on  the  Kirguise  side,  and  here, 
I  think,  may  be  said  to  commence  that  chain  of 
lofty  mountains  which  divides  the  empires  of  Rus- 
sia and  China.  Having  procured  another  Cossacky 
I  continued  along  the  Irtish  for  Ustkamenogordc, 
the  country  on  the  west  presenting  some  fine  lull 
and  dale,  with  mountainous  breaks  in  the  hack 
ground,  while  the  Russian  side  is  still  a  level 
steppe.  Cornfields  lie  at  intervals  along  the  road 
to  the  river  Uba,  which  imites  virith  the  Irtish  op- 
posite to  a  bluff  projecting  point,  and  hence  occaF* 
sions  a  strong  cross  current  and  rapid.  It  was  kte 
when  I  reached  it,,  yet,  being  anxious  to  get  on,  I 
determined  to  cross  the  stream,  against  ihe  remon- 
strances of  the  natives.  The  ferry,  or  horse-boat, 
being  out  of  repair,  I  was*  advised  to  wait  at  the 
village ;  but,  seeing  a  canoe,  I  determined  on  try- 
ing how  far  itVould  assist  me.  My  knapsack  and 
various  parts  of  saddlery  I  skulled  over  in  safety^ 
with  my  Cossack,  the  inhabitants  sending  their 
horses  at  the  same  time,  and  actually  tying  two  to 
the  canoe,  which  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the 
whole.  I,  however,  reached  in  safety,  and  a  tra- 
veller on  the  opposite  bank  gave  me  the  use  of  his 
telega  to  proceed  upon  my  journey,  not  being  him- 
self able  to  take  it  across  the  river. 

The  night  was  dull  and  rainy,  but  the  moon  be- 
ing near  her  full,  we  got  on  tolerably  well,  and  at 
eight  in  the  morning  I  reached  Uvarova,  whence  I 
^wu  ibfljgsa  to  enjoy  m^  txv(e\a  \  to  that  unpio- 


n  at  they  pan  the  islands  with  which  the  ri- 
18  mtenperaed.  I  reached  UHtkamenogorak  ia 
Bariypart  of  the  second  evening,  having  cross- 
sort  of  broken  chain  of  hills.  Die  Hcenery  in 
nl  was,  however,  very  beautiful  and  wild ;  to 
%lrt,  one  of  the  peaks  lifts  its  snow-clad  head, 
ii  visiUe  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred 
k  Uatkamenogomk  is  placed  in  a  vast  level 
ly,  boonded  east  and  west  bv  lofty  distant 
■daiDBy  and  the  whole  forms  anch  and  striking 
Rama.  The  fortress  is,  like  others  hereabouts, 
■«  mod  wall,  yet  keeps  a  commandant  and 
0  faondred  soldiers  in  snug  but  useless  quarters, 
pied  in  cutting  hay,  and  feeding  upon  the  poor 
ntry. 

ery  fine  timber  is  brought  here  from  a  distance 
riBBty  miles,  but  the  country  is  otherwise  ste« 
I  quitted  it  for  Boukhtarma  next  morning, 
fint  station  was  over  a  mountainous  road,  of- 
Z  the  most  abundant  treasures  to  the  botanist 
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wcM^d  be  sufficiently  apparent  frois  the  mo^  iMfc 
of  the  lesser  ^stance  from  Pekin  to  BonklrtaD* 
minsk,  than  from  that  city  to  Kiatka  and  ToboUL 
But  the  main  dreumstance  is,  that,  by  adoptiaf 
Bonkhtarminsk  as  the  entrepdt  of  the  national  cob»- 
modities,  no  less  than  three  thousand  niilea  of 
land-carriage  would  be  savec^  as  on  both  sides  the 
produce  might  go  the  whole  distance  betwixt  St 
Petersburg  and  Boukhtanninsk  by  water ;  the  ei^ 
feet  of  both  would  evidently  be  a  yery  considaiK 
able  saying,  principally  indeed  to  the  Rusnansy  oa 
which  account  the  Chinese  would  rather  waife 
their  own  advantage  than  consent  to  the  ananga- 
ment. 

Against  this  measure  it  is  argued,  liiat  the  §^ 
yemment  of  Irkutsk  would-be  materially  injured* 
This  is  by  no  means  clear :  and,  even  if  true,  the 
bffltefit  of  the  public  should  not  be  put  in  competi- 
tion with  that  of  half  a  doz^i  rich  merchants,  ^i^ 
might  still  maintain  a  trade  to  supply  all  Farther 
and  Central  Siberia.  The  Russian  American  Com- 
pany must  be  rather  benefited  than  injured  by  the 
measure ;  and,  in  short,  all  the  difference  to  Rus- 
sia would  be,  that  its  European  dominions  would  he 
supplied  willi  the  productions  of  China  at  twenty 
per  cent  less  than  at  present.  The  Rus»an  ge- 
yemment  appear  to  have  had  this  project  in  coa^ 
templation,  though  they  have  not  perseyered;  a. 
few  silks,  bricks  of  tea,  and  tobacco,  being  the 
only  articles  entered  since  the  erection  of  a  custom-- 
house.  No  doubt  can  exist  of  the  advantagsa 
arising  from  so  local  and  beautifrd  a  situation ;  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  the  banks  of  llie 
Irtish,  from  its  source  to  Tobolsk,  one  of  the  most 
yaluabl^  fertile,  and  beautiful  districts  in  the  uni- 
^<si«a>    S«ttlj»B  would  Goiaeixom^l^aBta  of  ifte 
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wQcld  to  evtabliah  thmiBelyes  on  its  bonndlefls 
tracts  ei  com  and  pasture  land.  Switserland  has 
been  called  free,  but  will  scarcely  befff  comparison 
urith  a  country  which  has  no  human  inhabitant. 
Nor  is  the  climate  bad ;  18^  of  Reaumur's  being 
the  extreme ;  and  winter,  which  begins  in  Novem- 
ber,  ending  in  ApriL 

Having  procured  a  g^de,  I  left  Boukhtarminsk 
for  the  line  of  demarcation  on  the  Chinese  and 
Russian  frontiers.    I  first  crossed  the  stream  which 
gives  name  to  the  fortress,  and  then,  over  a  good 
path,  entered  upon  a  most  romantic  country,  near 
the  village  of  Veronia.    It  is  impossible,  without 
a  poetical  imagination,  to  conceive  the  beaatie6  of 
such  a  country ;  the  magnificent  and  bold  sterile 
predpioes,  wmdh  are  seetk  rising  from  the  great 
level  pasture  base,  are,  I  should  think,  quite  un- 
paralleled; and  the  noble  Irtish,  forcing  its  way 
amongst  the  numerous  islands  near  this  part  of  the 
river,  adds  to  the  majesty  of  the  scene.     At  the 
village,  among  other  similar  luxuries,  I  was  treat- 
ed with  wild  currants,  melons,  cassia,  <<  milk,  and 
honey."     Surely  this  is  the  natural  place  for  the 
habitation  of  man.     The  banks  of  the  river  are  in- 
dented with  numerous  well-formed  artificial  caves, 
used  as  ice-cellars.     Fifteen  miles  farther  I  reach- 
ed the  picturesque  rillage  of  Cheremshanka,  re- 
markable as  a  great  breeding  place  for  cattle ; 
thence  along  the  banks  of  the  Irtish,  on  a  good 
path,  over  a  well-cultivated  com  country,  I  passed 
Krasniyarki,  and  at  eight  in  the  evening  reached 
Makaria,   on  the  banks  of  the  Narym,   a  small 
stream  uniting  with  the  Irtish,  in  an  abundant  and 
fertile  valley. 

The  night  was  so  beautiful,  the  moon  j\xs\.  «&- 
cendingabore  the  biUs,  that,  in  apite  oi  ^  ao^O^ 
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supper  which  was  ready  and  inviting  my  attadc,  I 
resumed  my  journey  on  horseback,  in  company 
with  the  landlord,  to  Malaya-Narymka,  the  last 
Russian  spot  on. the  frontier.  An  officer  and  a 
few  men,  placed  here,  are  all  that  are  left  to  mark 
the  boundaries  of  two  such  midity  empires  as 
Russia  and  China.  I  forded  the  little  stream 
which  forms  the  actual  limit,  and,  seating  myself 
on  a  stone  on  the  left  bank,  was  soon  lost  in  a  re- 
yerie.  It  was  about  midnight;  the  moon,  appa- 
rently full,  was  near  her  meridian,  and  seemed  to 
encourage  a  pensive  inclination.  What  can  sur- 
pass that  scene  I  know  not.  Some  of  the  loftiest 
'  granite  mountains  spreading  in  various  directions, 
enclosing  some  of  the  most  luxuriant  valleys  m 
the  world ;  yet  all  deserted  I — all  this  fieur  and  fer- 
tile tract  abandoned  to  wild  beasts,  merely  to  ecm- 
stitute  a  neutral  territory  I 

To   the  first  Chinese   settlement  it  is   eighty 

■  miles  ;  I  would  fain  have  visited  it,  but  durst  not, 

.without  previous  notice;  and  for  this  ceremony 

.  coidd  ill  spare  the  time.     Formerly  their  advanced 

.  post  was  where  I  am  writing  this  accoimt,  and  I 

. felt  something  like  pleasure,  to  .find  myself  within 

the  Celestial  Empire.    Their  guard  w^s,  it  seems, 

.  removed  by  the  court  of  Pekin,  from  jealousy  of 

.  her  subjects  holding  any  converse  with  foreigners. 

The  commanding  officer  is  a  banished  mandarin, 

who  is  compelled  to  live  like  the  soldiers,  being 

denied  both  money  and  assistance  from  his  friends ; 

but  as  the  post  is  generally  occupied  by  a  p«»on 

who  has  been  condemned  to  death  for  some  great 

crime,  he  is  fain  to  accept  his  pardon  on  condition 

of  serving  ten  years  as  chief  of  the  i^uard.     They 

have,  I  was  informed,  a  neat  village,  with  abun- 

d^CQ  9/ meat  and  Tegeta)iA(»>  Widea  wild  frnitt. 
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:  At  peep  of  dawn  I  re-crossed  the  Naryqi,  and, 
getting  a  cgnoe,  floated  down  to  my  deserted  sup- 
per at  Mskaria,  wbich  the  hostess  had  heen  desi- 
red by  my  companion  to  keep  hot.  I  reached  it  at 
foor  in  the  morning,  having  heen  carried  along  hy 
the  stream  with  deuagerous  velocity.  After  some 
refreshment,  I  again  entered  the  canoe,  receiving  a 
hrick  of  tea  and  a  pound  of  tohacco  from  my 
obliging  host.  He  is  a  volantary  settler,  with 
twenty  men  xmder  his  command,  who  are  all  ac- 
cnmnlating  property.  The  velocity  of  the  Irtish 
soon  carried  me  past  Ejasniyarki,  and  I  reached 
Bonkhtarminsk  at  three  in  the  ihoming  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,  if  possible  still  more  delighted  with 
^  prospect;  the  ever-changing  variety  of  the 
banks  is  as  ridi  as  the  beanty  of  the  inland  scenery* 
The  lefifc  bank  consists  generally  of  bold  and  lofty 
precipices  crowned  with  wood,  while  the  right' 
presents  a  low  but  beautiful  plain,  studded  with 
rocky  hills,  and  abounding  in  com  and  hay. 

The  re-crossing  of  the  Boukhtarma  was  certain- 
ly a  hazardous  adventure.  The  passage  is  hardly 
ever  attempted  but  in  the  day-time,  as  there  are 
many  shifting  sand-banks,  and  a  tremendous  cross 
current,  or  rapid,  to  avoid.  This  is  occasioned  by 
four  currents  meeting  at  the  same  point  of  the 
Irtish,  near  to  the  fortress;  and  so  rapid  is  the 
collected  stream,  that  nothing  but  poling  the  canoe 
can  cross  it ;  and  if  once  the  boat  be  brought  with- 
in the  vortex  of  the  centre,  notliing  can  save  it  from 
being  swamped. 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I  prevailed  on 
any  of  the  Cossacks,  who,  at  the  best,  are  but  in- 
different boatmen,  to  take  me  across.     After  gre^t. 
toil  and  risk  we  reached  in  safety : — the  fault  w«» 
(^esr/y  mine  had  any  accident  occurred,  but  1  vra» 
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too  impatient  at  the  moment  either 'to  weigh  the 
matter  or  to  listen  to  remonstrance. 

Arriving  early,  I  roused  up  my  old  £riend  the 
collector  of  the  customs,  with  whom  I  hreakfasted 
and  dined.  The  place  is  considered  unhealthy, 
owing  to  the  foidness  of  the  water  of  the  Boukh- 
tarma ;  a  mischief,  one  would  think,  easily  reme- 
died hy  the  proximity  of  the  Irtish,  which  is  only 
two  miles  distant ;  hut  here  Russian  indolence  su- 
persedes most  conveniences.  I  was  informed  that 
rein-deer  ahound  in  the  mountains,  which  ako  con- 
tain some  sheep.  The  horns  of  the  former  are 
considered  valuahle,  fetching  two  and  three  goineBS 
a-pair;  when  very  young  the  Chinese  purchase 
'them,  and  extract  a  favourite  medicine ;  th^  youngs 
er  the  animal  that  has  shed  the  horns,  the  greater 
'the  value.  All  sorts  of  diet  were  too  cheap  to  he 
named,  enough  to  hold  out  reasonahle  inducements 
to  emigrate  diither. 

After  dinner  I  emharked  for  Ustkamenogorsk, 
upon  the  Boukhtarma,  descending  which  I  rapid- 
ly entered  the  Irtish,  a  nohle  river.  The  crew  of 
the  hoat  offered  up  thanks  for  their  safe  arrival ; 
we  had  come  through  a  close  and  mountainous 
hluff  valley,  and  certainly  there  was  something 
terrific  in  the  passage.  I  need  not  observe  that  I 
was  myself  thankful,  as  really  the  mixing  wiA 
military  sailors  was  far  from  pleasant.  At  mid- 
night, when  we  had  reached  fifty  miles,  several 
fishing-boats  joined  company ;  we  left  them,  how- 
ever, with  cornier  haste,  and  I  reached  the  fortress 
at  six  in  the  morning,  having  been  about  ten  hours 
descending  a  distance  of  ninety  miles.  The  scene- 
ry from  Narym  to  Boukhtarminsk  and  Ustkame- 
nogOTsk,  a  distance  of  one  himdred  and  sixty  miles, 
is  upon  the  whole  truly  \>e«a\s£«l^  thoti^  ngt  a 


\g  a  conmnmicatiozi  along  the  banks  of  the 
szoept  by  boats.  Wild-fowl  and  fish  are  in 
tmost  abundance,  as  observed  before  when 
ing  of  Tobolsk. 

the  value  of  the  Irtish  I  need  say  nothing ;  it 
9  for  itself.  Holding  an  almost  unintermpt- 
inmunication  irom  the  frontiers  of  China  to 
^rozen  Sea,  a  steam-boat  .might  go  from 
btarminsk  to  Tobolsk  in  a  few  days,  and  re- 
n  twice  the  time.  Wood  for  fire  is  plentiful, 
lany  establishments  might  be  formed  for  the 
ring  and  felling  of  it ;  while  a  water  commu- 
on  is  ready  formed  with  the  Caspian,  Baltic, 
?hite  seas,  and  thence  down  even  to  Tobolsk. 
mhI,  which  is  a  black  mould,  is  exceedinffly 
It  is  to  the  banks  of  the  Boukhtarma  that 
ies  of  Scotch  should  be  sent,  and  indeed  snch 
be  intention  of  the  Emperor  Paul ;  but  it  was 
ide  upon  the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  and  has 
nee  been  resumed,  thou^  there  is  no  doubt 
Bt  this  moment,  such  settlers  would  be  both 
rted  and  encouraged.     No  pail;  of  the  world 
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1^  liberality  of  the  Russian  goyenmieiit.  In  iuni: 
I  saw  the  first  instance  of  a  Frenchman's  forgetting^ 
his  own  country ;  he  seemed  entirely  divested  of 
the  patriotic  affection  which  that  fickle  nation  are 
supposed  to  possess,  but  which,  perhaps,  generally 
exists  more  in  appearance  than  in  reality,  as  where- 
ever  a  Frenchman  can  do  best,  there  he  will 
settle. 

I  asked  him  if  he  ever  intended  to  retnni  to 
France  ?     His  reply  was,  that  ''  France  was  no- 
thing to  him/'    I  asked  him  why  ?     He  looked  at- 
his  wife  and  large  family  of  marriageable  daugh-- 
ters,  shrugged  up  his  shoulders,  and  said,  <<  Que 
Youlez  Tous  que  j'y  fasse?"  and,  heaving  a  sighyr 
left  the  room.     Yet,  in  spite  of  iiis  teeth,  he  was: 
still  a  Frenchman,  for  the  first  words  upon  his  re- 
turn were,  "  Ma  pauvre  France  I"     I  had  toudied 
a  tender  string,  and,  although  he  is  now  resigned 
to  his  fate,  he  says  that  he  has  been  a  "  b^te"  for 
marrying,  and  begetting  an  entail  which  he  cannot 
quit.     His  society,  during  the  few  hours  that  I 
eiigoyed  it,  was  very  agreeable. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  evening  I  again  em^*; 
barked  on  the  Irtish, for  Ubmsk,  the  distance  be- 
ing eighty  miles, — yet  I  arrived  there  early  in  the 
morning.  The  view  of  the  country  is  various,  the 
prospect  more  pleasant  and  open  than  higher  up, 
and  some  prettily  scattered  hills  on  the  plain, 
which  attended  me  for  thirty  miles,  when  the 
banks  of  the  river  became  low  and  flat ;  and  except 
some  hills,  very  distant  to  the  west,  every  thing 
reminded  me  that  I  had  again  entered  upon  the 
steppe  desert.  I  enjoyed  an  hospitable  and  whole- 
some breakfast,  even  at  such  a  dirty  place  as- 
Ubinsk;  indeed  it  presented  nothing  of  interest 

Ifut  the  good  and  xnodeaX  Ioo\sa  q{  its  female  inhur 
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I.  I  prociired  a  Cossack  to  attend  me  to 
oaky  distance  two  hnndred  and  twenty  miles ; 
Bt  station  towards  which  was  to  Chamanai, 
T'Sive  miles,  over  cornfields  and  along  the 
MUik  of  the  Ulha,  which  I  was  now  more 
ite  in  crossing  than  hefore,  the  large  ferry- 
aving  been  repaired.  Passed  a  large  silver 
;  village,  called  Michailofsky ; — ^the  comitry 
ing  hilly  and  barren;  except  on  the  banks  of 
er.  One  occurrence  in  this  district  power- ' 
Bcalled  me  to  Europe,  for  I  dined  at  a  pnb- 
Be,  and  was  expected  to  pay  for  my  dinner, 
St  time  since  my  arrival  in  Siberia.  The 
B,  however,  so  great  a  thoroughfare,  that  it 

a  considerable  business  to  prepare  provi- 
or  the  thousands  of  carters  who  are  employ- 
ransporting  the  ore  to  Kolyvan  and  Zmeye- 
!t  still  these  inns  boast  so  economical  a 
f  that  in  no  instance  had  I  to  pay  more  than 
pecs  (one  penny)  for  as  hearty  a  meal  as  I 
lesire, — a  meal  which  was  made  of  bread, 
vegetables,  and  beer,  or  kuass.  I  have  no 
ion  in  asserting,  that  one  penny  of  Siberia 
1  to  one  shilling  of  England. 
;he  next  station  is  a  good  road  of  twenty 
iver  a  well-cultivated  country.  On  the  se- 
ly  I  reached  Zmeyeva,  twenty  miles  farther, 
\i  heavy  rains,  and  over  a  hilly  coimtry.  It 
ncivil  and  inhospitable  place.  I  arrived  at 
HI  o'clock,  exceedingly  wet  and  fatigued, 
esenting  myself  to  the  police-master,  was 

three  lodgings,  all  of  which  refused  me 
ly  distressed  appearance.  I  again  returned 
K>lice,  and  seating  myself  down  on  the  door- 
aining  as  it  was,  made  my  supper  of  meloua 
sa4f  W2^  » gitusa  of  epbrit  from  the  ka\»dlL^ 
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la  this  donation  I  was  found  hy  ihit 
who  had  heard  of  my  bemg  lefosed  entralice.  He 
accompanied  me  to  the  master  of  the  house,  whom 
he  reprimanded,  and  actually  turned  the  ownen 
out  of  the  best  room  to  make  accommodation  for 
me.  I  felt  averse  to  such  conduct,  yet  knowing 
the  custom  of  the  country,  and  feeling  what  a  nigfat 
it  was,  I  would  not  interfere,  and,  therefore,  aft^ 
partaking  of  tea,  which  in  this  country  is  soon  pro- 
vided, lay  down  with  my  Cossack^— a  mere  use' 
less  fellow. 

Next  morning  I  found  the  master  and  mistress  of 
the  house  as  civil  as  they  had  been  the  Teverae, 
providing  me  with  all  I  wanted,  and  even  begging 
me  not  to  be  angry  at  their  unintentional  error. 
2^eyeva  is  a  large  but  scattered  place,  next  in  rank 
to  Bamaoule,  in  the  government  of  Kolyvaa.  It 
numbers  from  five  to  six  thousand  inhabitants,  all 
in  thriving  circumstances.  It  has  many  valuable 
silver  and  copper  mines  in  its  neighbourhood,  and 
a  considerable  government  estabhshment  is  kept  up 
for  their  use,  and  for  reducing  the  ore  to  silver, 
which  is  said  to  be  foimd  here  purer  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  government ;  but  I  did  not  wait 
to  view  the  works,  being  anxious  to  reach  Bar- 
naoule.  Arrived  at  Saukas,  I  discharged  the  Cos- 
sack, as  a  saucy  and  useless  fellow,  who  had  flat- 
tered himself  I  could  not  do  without  him.  In  ge- 
neral they  are  more  plague  than  profit ;  thou^  I 
am  willing  to  make  allowance  for  the  unpleasant- 
ness of  travelling  with  a  cs^ricious  stranger,  aad 
this  too  in  rainy  weather  and  over  bad  roads,  with- 
out being  permitted  to  ride  but  at  his  pleasure.  In 
the  evening  I  reached  the  river  Kolyvan,  beyond 
which  is  a  romantic-lodking  country,  inhabited  by 
#  iii/d  llaakolaiok  race^  liAio  vnevttd 
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long  I  could  travel  without  food.  They  are 
iiidiuits  of  a  people  banished  by  the  Empress 
erine  from  Poland,  about  the  time  of  the 
d  dismemberment  in  1789.  I  was,  however, 
late  in  getting  a  lodging  at  the  abode  of  an 
»ldier  who  had  lost  both  Mb  legs,  although  the 
if  the  society  consisted  of  fifteen  ironed  con- 
bound  to  the  mines  of  Nertchinsk  as  desert- 
om  those  of  Kolyvan.  I  was  too  glad  to  get 
here  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and 
olnicks,  to  feel  much  care  about  my  present 
any. 

leached  the  fifth  station  over  a  flat  pasture 
passing  and  meeting  the  greatest  variety  of 
les  which  I  have  ever  seen  converted  to  one 
11  of  which  are  employed  between  the  mines 
Icmaoule  in  carrying  the  earth  and  ores.  The 
ion  t616ga,  canoes,  coffins,  covered  carts,  and 
ons,  are  alike  occupied;  the  covered  carts  have 
attached  to  them,  and  belong  to  the  govem- 
and  are  used  expressly  for  conveying  the 
valuable  specimens.  I  inquired  into  the  con- 
[  of  the  people,  but  could  only  learn  that  he 
nd  most  horses  and  carts  was  best  ofi.  Having 
sd  the  little  river  Aley,  I  was  hospitably  en- 
Ded  at  the  sixth  station  by  the  elder  of  the 
e,  whose  mother  is  a  German ;  we  contrived 
intelligible  to  one  another,  and  he  was  so 
as  to  send  me  with  his  horses  the  next  mom- 
» the  eighth  station,  near  forty  miles  of  abo- 
de and  slippery  roads.  I  got  to  the  river 
in3ra,  at  the  ninth  station,  and,  crossing  by  a 
t  wooden  bridge,  entered  a  fine  open  coimtry, 
•be  flowing  majestically  in  the  fore-ground, 
ration  was  conspicuous  in  every  direction; 
vamenae  forests  bounded  the  distant  honzoii« 
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At  KalmankB  I  was  almost  knocked  up  and  tor« 
tured  with  an  insnofferable  headach ;  my  very  eyes 
seemed  a  plagae  to  me ;  I  was,  in  short,  so  iU  as  to 
refuse  all  nourishment.  Fortune  threw  me  into  the 
habitation  of  an  old,  civil,  and  humane  man,  who, 
seeing  my  condition,  kindly  put  me  into  his  own 
bed,  giving  me  also  some  warm  tea,  and  a  coupki 
of  fox  blankets.  I  slept  well,  and  arose  next  mora 
in  every  respect,  except  weakness,  as  if  nothing  had 
ailed  me. 

With  my  knapsack  on  my  shoulders  I  bade 
adieu  to  my  kind  host,  and  reached  Bamaoule  in 
the  afternoon,  eighteen  miles;  liie' neighbouring 
country  one  vast  pasture,  enlivened  by  some  fiiM 
wood,  and  villages  enclosed  within  eultivatied 
lands.  Upon  nearing  the  city,  the  soil  becomes 
changed  f^om  a  black  mould  to  heavy  sand,  and 
the  face  of  the  country  is  converted  from  umnter^ 
rupted  and  picturesque  cultivation  to  a  thick  forest 
of  pine  and  fir.  Descending  the  hill  to  the  south* 
west,  Bamaoule  has  a  neat  and  remarkably  regular 
appearance,  being  situated  on  the  Obe,  just  at  the 
point  where  the  httle  river  Bamaoule  enters  it.  I 
waited  upon  the  police-master,  procured  comfort- 
able lodgings,  passed  the  night  well,  and  then  paid 
my  respects  to  his  excellency  the  governor  (Fro-: 
loff),  who,  with  his  amiable  lady,  showed  me  every 
attention  during  my  stay,  and  insisted  upon  my 
making  their  house  my  home. 

The  governor  was  good  enough  to  accompany 
me  to  the  different  public  works,  all  of  which  I 
found  in  the  best  state,  and  was  highly  gratified  at 
the  inspection.  Indeed  the  order  and  proper  feel-' 
ing  of  the  government  of  Bamaoule  might  be  madd 
a  proverb ;  the  work  in  the  mines,  and  all  the  de-« 
partmentSf  being*  caxned  oa  ^7  «xi<^  i»!^^    Tbo 
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iaetftl  is  wrought  into  ingots,  and  in  that 
iorwarded  to  St  Petershnrg ;  but  the  copper 
coined  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and 
ten*  The  money  of  Bamaonle  is  far  supe-- 
workmanship  to  that  of  Ekatherinebourg. 
are  thirty-two  mines  belonging  to  the  £m- 
and  more  are  continually  discovered,  so  that 
Mile  district  may  be  said  to  be  silver.  They 
upon  an  average,  twelve  hundred  poods  of 
which,  in  consideration  of  some  gold  mixed 
,  18  equal  to  four- millions  and  a  half  of  rou- 
*  two  hundred  thousand  pounds, — no  trifling 
to  Russia  from  so  small  a  province.  The 
e  of  the  estabUshment,  including  the  main- 
d  of  the  officers,  &c  is  about  one  million  and 
af  roubles ;  which  is  nearly  defrayed  by  the 
duties,  and  tributes  paid  by  the  Calmucks 
Irgmse  from  the  southward.  The  eetablish- 
huerefore,  certainly  produces  a  clear  revenue 
millions. 

ghty-two  thousand  inhabitants  which  the  go- 
^nt  contains,  independent  of  thirteen  tbousimd 
ing  entirely  to  the  works,  fifty-five  thousand, 
•thirds,  are  obliged  to  be  constantly  at  work, 
during  twelve  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four ; 
ft  week  during  the  night,  and  the  second 
the  day,  and  so  on.  The  third  week  is  a 
allotted  for  the  worldng  of  their  lands,  and 
sy  owe  to  the  goodness  and  humanity  of  the 
;  chief,  who  has  in  many  respects  ameliorated 
idition  of  the  unfortunates  imder  him,  and 
,  will  be  recollected,  are,  like  those  at  Ekar 
bourg,  not  criminals,  but  peasants  belonging 
Emperor. 

wages  and  profits  derived  frx)m  this  very 
'od^  earned  on  day  and  ,night>  are  akaovl 
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too  trifling  to  name ;  but  a  little  reflection  wi& 
show  that  their  condition  is  far  from  wretched 
Their  direct  profits  depend  upon  their  actual  la- 
bour, as  he  who  has  most  horses,  or  carries  most 
loads  from  the  mines  to  Bamaoule,  receives  most 
money.  They  have  also  ample  time  to  work  th^ 
lands,  and  reap  abundance  of  com  and  vegetables! 
Scarcely  any  full-grown  man  can  be  found  who 
has  not  two  or  three  horses  and  as  many  horned 
cattle,  employed  during  the  season  in  carrying  the 
ore,  for  which  they  receive  at  the  rate  of  tlurteea 
copecs  the  pood— -one  penny  farthing  for  thirty-siz 
pounds.  Many  of  them  prefer  this  employment^ 
and  are  actually  able  to  save  considerable  sums  df 
money  in  it,  especially  those  who  have  many  honeii 
The  plan  is  this : — 

The  journey  from  Zmeyeva  to  Bamaoule  occn- 
pies  nine  days,  and  allowing  the  same  time  for  rest 
and  returning,  eighteen  days  are  consumed  in  lodg- 
ing twenty  poods  of  earth,  which  is  the  average  of 
each  horse ;  and  as  each  pood  pays  thirteen  uid  a 
half  copecs,  he  receives  two  hundred  and  sixty-five 
copecs,  or  about  two  shillings  ;  a  sum  here  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  one  person  in  bread  and  meat  fiir 
.thirty  days,  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  and  a  half  of 
meat  and  three  pounds  of  bread  a-day.  This  cal- 
culation is  on  the  supposition  that  each  driver 
manages  but  one  cart,  when,  in  fact,  they  some- 
times have  the  charge  of  ten  and  fifteen,  the  pro- 
fits of  ONE  HALF  of  which  are  equal  to  a  rouble 
a-day,  a  sum  sufficient  to  maintain  at  least  ten 
people  in  bread  and  meat — to  say  nothing  of  their 
other  means  in  the  produce  of  two  days'  extra 
work  in  each  week.  But  this  is  not  all ;  many  of 
the  carters,  who  do  the  work  of  others,  receive  one 
bundled  aiid  fifty  rouU^  ar^^vi  tw  thaA  service; 
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no  qaestion  can  therefore  possibly  arise  of  the 
flourishing  state  of  the  government  of  Kolyvan. 

The  qoantity  of  earth  brought  to  the  works  of 
Baraaoale  in  the  course  of  the  year,  is  four  mil- 
liooa  of  poods.  Each  pood  producing  one  rouble 
of  clear  profit  gives  the  revenue  already  stated  ; 
two  per  cent  is  added  for  the  quantity  of  gold, 
and  seven  for  the  value  of  copper,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  roubles  of  which  are  coined. 
The  carriage  of  so  immense  a  quantity  of  earth 
is  about  half  a  million  of  roubles,  or  twenty-five 
thousand  pounds,  about  one-third  of  the  whole 
expense  of  the  government  of  Kolyvan.  Twelve 
thousand  horses  and  oxen  are  employed,  and  about 
fifteen  hundred  labourers — an  average  of  eight 
horses  to  each. 

The  quantity  of  cultivated  land  is  two  Imndred 
and  fifty  thousand  English  acres,  from  which  one 
million  and  a  quarter  of  poods  of  flour  are  pro^ 
dncedy  belonging  entirely  to  the  peasantry.  The 
produce  of  vegetables  is  also  wonderful,  and  the 
immense  herds  of  cattle  keep  down  meat  at  a  very 
low  price.  That  of  provisions  was  as  follows  :— 
^rhite  bread,  seldom  used,  sixty  copecs,  or  six- 
pence for  forty  pounds ;  ordinary  bread,  that  used 
by  all  classes,  threepence  for  forty  pounds ;  excel- 
lent beef,  fifteenpence  for  forty  pounds,  or  two 
pounds  for  three  farthings ;  and  vegetables,  eggs, 
milk,  butter,  &c.  for  the  merest  trifle.  House 
rent  is  very  cheap,  and  society  is  good.  The  town 
is  well  and  regularly  built,  having  many  handsome 
edifices  of  brick  as  well  as  of  wood,  and  upon  the 
whole  it  is  a  most  desirable  place  for  residence. 
The  city  contains  about  eight  thousand,  inhabitants ; 
uid  although  the  situation  is  not  particularly  beau- 
tiftily  it  has  8ti]]  many  advantages,  being  placed  m 
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a  noble  forest,  which  serves  at  once  for  building 
and  firing.  There  is  a  neat  promenade  in  ita  only 
sqnare,  which  is  likely  to  be  much  frequented. 
The  gOTemor  depends  solely  on  the  cabmet,  to 
whom,  as  at  Ekatherinebonrg  and  Nertchinsk,  the 
reports  are  made;  not  even  the  govemor-geneiBl 
can  interfere.  It  may  be  compared  in  rank  with 
a  vice-governorship. 

Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  great  prepanitionfl 
making  to  receive  his  excellency  Mr  Speranrid, 
the  governor-general,  who  was  making  the  circuit 
of  all  the  governments  to  inquire  into  abuses,  he 
being  possessed  of  unlimited  powers.  His  ex- 
cellency arrived  in  the  course  of  the  second  day, 
and  was  received  with  the  respect  due  to  his  rank, 
integrity,  and  virtues.  Two  sumptuous  dinneiB 
were  given  by  the  chief  of  the  district ;  the  gar- 
dens were  illuminated,  balls  were  assembled,  and 
every  one  was  happy.  I,  of  course,  shone  a  con- 
spicuous object ;  iudeed,  I  was  honoured  with  the 
friendship  and  confidence  of  both  those  gentlemen. 
Of  General  Speranski  I  will  only  say,  that  I  have 
never  seen  more  true  greatness  of  soul  or  goodness 
of  heart.  There  is  in  him  a  certain  condescension 
and  afifability,  and  at  the  same  time  a  certain  ak 
of  nobility,  that  strikes  all  who  approach  him  with 
awe  and  respect.  Of  his  persoiml  attentions  to 
me  I  shall  ever  feel  proud  and  gratefuL  He  had 
at  fiirst  taken  me  for  a  Raskolnick,  from  my  long 
beard  and  longer  golden  locks ;  notwithstanding  I 
wore  at  the  same  time  a  long  swaddling  grey  nan- 
keen coat,  and  a  silken  sash  roimd  my  waist ;  but 
indeed  so  great  a  buck  had  I  become  of  late,  that 
I  hardly  knew  myself.  As  to  my  shoes,  they  were 
better  than  new,  although  seven  years  bad  elapsed 
i^inliietipie  that  Baron  Bode  bad  fijst  used  then. 
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To  retain,  however,  to  the  goremor-gfeneral. 
He  told  me  that  there  was  an  expedition  on  the 
river  Kolyma,  fitted  oat  purposely  to  solve  the 
question  regarding  the  north-east  cape  of  Asia ; 
and  his  excellency  kindly  offered  me  his  permis* 
sion  to  proceed  with  it.  Too  glad  to  accept  a  fo- 
voar  of  the  kind,  I  instantly  closed  with  the  offer, 
and  determined  not  to  wait  a  moment  in  Irkutsk 
and  Yakatsk  beyond  the  necessary  time,  but  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  Frozen  Sea,  either  to 
share  the  fortune,  good  or  bad,  of  the  expedition, 
or,  in  ease  of  any  impediment  from  jealousy,  to 
withdraw  and  follow  some  other  plan.  The  go« 
vemor-general  supplied  me  with  various  orders 
and  recommendations  for  whatever  places  I  should 
visit,  as  also  an  open  order  '<  To  the  judges  of 
towns  and  provinces,  to  the  members  of  the  pro* 
vincial  courts  of  justice,  and  to  all  commissaries 
in  the  government  of  all  Siberia,"  recommending 
"  that  the  bearer.  Captain  John  Cochrane,  of  the 
British  Royal  Navy,  now  travelling  through  Si- 
beria, should  obtain  every  lawful  protection,  de- 
fence, and  hospitality,  and  that  every  aid  within 
the  power  of  the  towns  and  provinces  should  be 
afforded  him,  in  case  he  should  stand  in  need  of 
them." 

With  the  above  valuable  recommendation,  aU 
most  amounting  to  a  command,  and  a  Cossack,  I 
departed,  from  a  town  which  I  still  think  the  hap- 
piest, the  best  governed,  and  neatest  in  Siberia, 
for  Tomsk,  taking  the  road  towards  Gumba, 
through  ten  miles  of  sandy  and  thickly-wooded 
country,  along  the  left  bank  of  the  Obe.  I  cross- 
ed that  river  the  next  day,  on  my  way  to  Osokiena* 
There  are  in  the  neighbourhood  some  silver  pv\s> 
and  some  )jdces!,  bat  no  caltiv&tion  whatever.    1 
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reached  the  fifth  station  on  the  second  day»  con- 
stantly in  a  thick  forest  of  noble  pines,  passing 
many  lakes,  as  well  as  small  rivers,  all  uniting  with 
the  Obe.  On  arriving  at  Wasingan,  my  Cossack 
gave  me  a  proof  of  his  utility  by  getting  drank,  and 
losing  his  pipe  and  his  cap  as  well  as  his  senses, 
in  which  state,  therefore,  I  left  him  to  shift  for 
himself. 

Upon  reaching  Bazillofka,  the  country  improves^ 
and  the  villages  are  pleasantly  distributed.     The 
inhabitants  were  all  shivering  with  the  cold,  though 
wrapped  up  in  furs ;  while  I,  in  my  nankeen,  ex* 
perienced  no  inconvenience.     The  view  of  the 
country  did  not  change  imtil  I  reached  Prosokova, 
where  some  well  cultivated  hills  make  their  ap- 
pearance.    My  Cossack  overtook  me,  and,  after 
many  professions  of  contrition,  obtained  his  par- 
don, and  got  drunk  immediately  upon  the  strength 
of  it.    At  Verushina  I  got  sight  of  the  Tom,  wind- 
ing over  a  well- cleared  country,  but  sadly  bare  of 
inhabitants.     I  was  again  overhauled  for  contra- 
band goods.    From  thence  to  Tomsk  are  thirty 
miles,  where  I  arrived  early  the  following  mom* 
ing.     In  the  latter  part,  the  country  bore  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  desert ;  wood  had  disappeared,  and 
cultivation  had  ceased,  although  the  road  was  fine. 
I  presented  myself  to  the  vice-governor,  bro- 
ther-in-law to  Mr  Berg  of  Perm  and  Mr  Rosing 
of  Tobolsk,  my  former  hosts.     Here  also  I  got 
well  lodged  ;  after  which  I  called  on  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  Illichefsky,  with  whom,  and 
his  amiable  family,  I  passed  my  time  pleasantly. 
The  governor  presented  me  with  fifty  roubles,  a 
watch,  a  pair  of  spectacles,  and  some  few  articles 
of  wearing  apparel,  making  part  of  the  eifects  of 
which  I  bad  bflen  robbed  neve  S%  Petersburg — ^thos . 
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venfying  V17  obaerration  to  the  governor  of  Nov- 
gorod, uat  the  robberB  would  be  found,  bnt  not 
before  I  had  reached  the  heart  of  Siberia,  where  I 
now  was. 

Tomsk  is  a  city,  and  capital  of  a  province  of  the 
same  name,  containing  five  hundred  thousand  in- 
habitants, while  there  are  about  nine  or  ten  thou- 
sand in  the  city,  which,  in  spite  of  several  churches . 
and  many  handsome  edifices,  public  and  private, 
is  a  most  miserable  place,  yet  showing  every  hos- 
pitality and  kindness  to  travellers  and  strangers. 
The  society  also  is,  I  am  afraid,  far  from  good,  ow- 
ing to  the  bad  example  from  those  whose  rank  and 
sitaation  should  produce  other  effects  on  their  in- 
feriors. The  town  is  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Tom,  near  its  mouth,  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  which 
protects  it  from  the  north-east  and  south-east  winds. 
Daring  May  and  June  it  is  greatly  subject  to  in* 
undation  from  the  river. 

Tomsk  has  a  military  school,  with  four  hundred 
students,  backward  enough  in  their  education,  as 
also  a  provincial  college  without  masters  or  scho- 
Isrs,  though  a  considerable  revenue  is  attached  to 
it  Indeed,  the  only  praisewortiiy  object  is  a  very 
neat  public  garden,  in  which  is  a  building  for  balls, 
dinners, and  the  like;  and  on  this  day,  SOth  August, 
both  were  to  be  held  in  honour  of  the  Emperor's 
name-day.  I  declined  the  invitation  to  this  fete, 
from  anxiety  to  get  to  my  ulterior  destination.  Of 
the  five  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  about  eighty 
thousand  pay  taxes.  The  gross  revenue  is,  I  be- 
lieve, about  three  millions  of  roubles,  nearly  the 
whole  of  which  is  necessary  to  support  the  go- 
vammeBt,  thus  yielding  little  or  no  return  to  the 
Emperor.    It  appears  useless  as  a  government,  \X% 
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best  service  being  to  keep  the  roads  in  repair,  and' 
to  mark  the  half  way  between  Tobolsk  and  Irkutsk. 

While  the  province  of  Kolyvan,  at  present  in- 
dependent, was  attached  to  the  government,  it 
made  indeed  some  returns  ;  but  that  branch  being 
lopped  off,  the  parties  in  office,  high  and  low,  ap- 
pear to  have  given  up  all  idea  of  being  of  service, 
and  have  since  done  less  than  nothing. 

Except  in  point  of  locality,  Tomsk  does  not 
appear  an  eligible  place  as  the  seat  of  a  goyern- 
ment,  which  it  would  certainly  be  preferable  to 
remove  to  Yakutsk,  dividing  the  intervenii^  space 
between  Tobolsk  and  Irkutsk,  deducting  from  the 
latter  all  beyond  Kirenga  on  the  Lena,  and  from 
the  former  all  west  of  the  Irtish  and  Tobol,  and 
only  south  to  Ishim ;  creating  Ekatherinebomg 
and  Bamaoule  into  distinct  governments,  so  that 
the  boundaries  of  the  latter  should  be  all  the  coun- 
try south  of  the  great  road.  Yakutsk  would  then 
be  the  most  extensive  government  in  point  of  ter- 
ritory, holding  the  command  even  of  Kamtchatka, 
instead  of  Irkutsk,  as  at  present.  The  duty  of  a  go- 
vernor of  Irkutsk,  and  that  of  a  vice-goventunr,  are 
much  too  great  to  be  united,  and  no  possibility  exists 
of  completing  any  year's  accounts  within  the  year. 

I  witnessed  at  Tomsk  the  sale  of  thirty  tollable 
sized  bullocks  for  four  hundred  and  eighty  roubles, 
or  about  eighteen  pounds  sterling ;  excepting  only 
at  Mexico,  I  have  never  seen  another  such  instance 
of  cheapness  and  plenty.  The  province,  however, 
does  not  produce  much  bread,  being  too  cold  and 
exposed ;  that  commodity  may  therefore  be  deem- 
ed dear  at  its  present  price  of  a  rouble  ^r  ten- 
pence)  for  forty  pounds.  1  departed  for  Irkntok 
m  company  with  a  Cossack,  and  furnished  witb  a 
disrretioDBry  authority  to  i^itocia^  horses,  as  also 
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an  open  order  for  every  attention  to  be  sfiown  to 
me,  I  passed  over  a  dreary  and  woodless  flat  waste, 
nnUl  I  reached  Kolionskaya,  eighty  miles.  The 
Tillages  had  been  numerons,  but  miserable  in  the 
extreme,  excepting  those  inhabited  by  Tartars. 
They  are  Mahomedans,  and,  like  those  of  Tobolsk 
and  Tara,  of  the  Kazan  race.  From  Kolionskaya 
the  country  appears  to  rise  a  little,  but  the  road 
was  most  execrable,  nay,  almost  impassable,  either 
by  man  or  horse.  The  wood  is  now  of  tolerable 
size ;  birch,  fir,  larch,  pine,  and  poplar ;  but  there 
is  little  or  no  cnltiyation,  and  no  appearance  of  in- 
dustry, the  inhabitants  beiug  a  lazy  set  of  exiled 
RoBsiana.  The  care  of  cattle,  and  the  raising  a 
few  vegetables,  together  with  the  transport  of  mer- 
chandise for  the  merchants,  almost  exclusively  en- 
gage their  attention,  when  they  are  not  employed 
in  drinking ;  and  the  women  have  quite  enough  to 
do  to  find  their  lazy  husbands  in  provisions  and 
dothes. 

Snch  was  my  route  the  next  day  to  Krasno- 
retchinsky^  one  hundred  miles.  Almost  each  vil- 
lage is  favoured  with  a  small  river,  many  of  tbem 
with  considerable  ones ;  yet  tbe  road  has  little  or 
no  interest^  and  the  villages  are  composed  of  half- 
finished  huts.  From  Batoya  my  journey  was 
rendered  unpleasant,  through  a  misunderstanding 
with  my  Cossack,  who,  meeting  with  an  old  crony, 
had  requested  to  stay  supper.  1  consented,  being 
himgry,  under  the  expectation  of  being  asked  to 
partake ;  but  finding  myself  disappointed,  I  hurried 
away.  He  followed,  grumbling,  and  giving  me  at 
intervals  a  good  deal  of  impertinence, — a  thing,  I 
moat  confess,  very  rarely  tolerated  in  Russia.  Next 
day  I  reached  Atchinsk,  pleasantly  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tchnfym,  in  a  hiUy  country,  w\lYi  \U 


1 52  ATCU I  N8K«r-&  K  ASNO  J  ARSk. 

two  costif  churches,  some  good  honses,  and  two 
thousand  five  hundred  inhahitants.  It  can  yet  bare* 
ly  be  called  a  town  ;^it  is  at  least  a  very  miserabk 
one. 

I  proceeded  through  it,  and  many  yillageSy  till 
I  reached  Krasnojarsk,  distant  eighty  miles,  over  a 
road,  with  little  exception,  almost  impassable  ;  that 
part  which  lies  between  Chornaretsk  to  MaUo 
Kemtchoutska  is  so  bad,  that  I  know  of  no  better 
punishment  to  call  the  faculties. of  the  director- 
general  of  the  roads  into  exertion,  than  making  him ' 
ride  the  distance  of  fifty  miles  everyday  in  a  tS^ga? 
if  that  did  not  recall  him  to  his  duty,  I  think  no« 
thing  could, — at  all  events,  it  would  be  no  sine- 
cure.  For  my  own  part,  my  bones  were  so  shaken 
that  I  preferred  walking.  The  stages  are  also  too  - 
long ;  a  fault,  however,  in  the  course  of  remedy, 
as  new  villages  are  springing  up  at  every  eight  and 
ten  miles. 

At  Bolchei  Kemtchoutska  I  met  the  caravan  with 
teas,  silks,  and  nankeens,  from  the  Chinese  fron- 
tiers, boimd  toMoscow,  consisting  of  some  hundreds 
of  carts.  The  hilly  country  continues  as  far  an 
Zeledeyeva,  to  which  place  it  is  a  dreary  wild;  but 
thence  a  fine  open  country  begins,  the  hills  to  the 
north-east  exhibiting  ..  laborious  cultivation  evea 
to  tlieir  summits.^ 

It  was  five  in  the  evening  when  I  entered  Krat* 
nojarsk,  veiled  like  a  nun — ^no  bad  remedy  against 
the  effects  of  the  mosquitoes ;  and  although  the 
appearance  seemed  strange  to  me,  I  persisted  ia 
following  this  custom  of  the  natives.  The  kat 
stage  upon  approaching  this  city  is  richly  luxuriant 
on  both  sides,  with  the  Yenissey  rolling  its  pictn* 
resque  course  over  a  soil  rich  and  well  cuMvatedl^ 
and  the  vicmty  may  boast  aitua^tiona  for  the  dwdl^* 
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ings  of  a  prince,  peasant,  or  philosopher.  The  little 
river  Katcha  winds  at  the  foot  of  the  north-western 
hills,  and,  uniting  with  the  Yenissey,  forms  an  in- 
teresting object.  The  town  stands  at  their  janc- 
tion,  on  a  low,  flat,  sandy  peninsula,  and  from  the 
course  which  the  river  is  now  taking,  threatens  in 
time  to  completely  inundate  it ;  the  principal  chiurch, 
which  formerly  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
being  now  actually  in  water. 

llie  Emperor  Paul  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
plant  here  also  a  Scotch  colony,  but  the  project^ 
like  that  before  mentioned,  and  for  the  same  rea- 
son, was  set  aside.  His  successor,  Alexander, 
has  attempted  in  vain  to  follow  up  a  plan  every 
way  so  desirable :  first,  to  the  individual  emigrants, 
who  would  enjoy  fine  lands,  with  few  taxes,  and  a 
free  exercise  of  their  religion ;  and,  secondly,  to  the 
Russian  government,  as  they  would  have  thereby 
become  possessed  of  individuals  skilled  in  the  pro- 
cess of  agriculture  in  general,  and  who  would  have 
furnished  the  most  valuable  examples  of  industry 
and  economy.  The  town  is  said  to  contain  three 
thousand  males;  but  the  site  is* considered  un- 
wholesome, owing  to  the  vapours  which  rise  from 
the  Yenissey.  The  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  are 
from  thirty-two  degrees  of  heat  to  forty  of  frost ; 
fevers  are  prevalent  in  the  town,  but  in  the 
neighbouring  valleys  the  air  is  mild  and  whole- 
some. These  valleys  abound  in  fine  timber,  and 
are  highly  productive  of  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  life ;  excellent  beer  is  also  an  article  of 
great  consumption,  while  com  brandy  may  literal- 
ly be  termed  dirt  cheap.  So  abundant  and  cheap 
9Xf  all  kinds  of  provisions,  that  they  find  their  way 
even  to  Kamtchatka.    Bread  I  saw  sold  at  16 
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copecs,  equal  to  l^d.y  for  40]b8.y  while  meat  wbs 
but  2s,  6d.  the  same  quantity. 

I  was  hospitably  entertained  by  the  police-mM-' 
ter,  who  supplied  me  with  bread,  rum,  tobacco, 
tea,  and  sugar,  sufficient  to  last  me  to  Irkutsk. 
Crossing  the  Yenissey,  which  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
broad,  I  reached  Kanskoy,  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles,  over  a  tolerable  road,  and  in  many 
parts  well  cultivated  country ;  the  villages  are  scat- 
tered at  every  ten  and  fifteen  miles^  but  thete  are 
few  dwellings  oS  the  great  road.  At  Klintchy, 
my  Cossack  exercised  his  high  powers  in  giving 
the  elder  of  the  village  a  sound  flogging,  for  his 
dilatoriness  in  providing  him  with  a  horse.  This 
power  is  vested  in  the  Cossacks  by  a  custom  of 
long  standing,  but  which  calls  loudly  for  redress. 
In  the  end,  I  arranged  the  matter  by  giving  the  old 
roan  a  glass  at  the  kabak. 

At  Kanskoy  I  dined  with  the  commissary,  late 
a  schoolmaster,  who  spoke  the  French  language. 
He  presented  me  with  a  considerable  curiosity, 
being  part  of  the  jaw-bone  of  a  mammoth.  I  dras^ 
tea  with  the  chief  of  the  farmers,  a  genteel  young 
man,  twice  a  widower,  who  has  a  good  house  and 
better  furniture.  Continuing  my  route,  I  soon 
arrived  at  the  frontiers  of  the  province  of  Irkutsk, 
which  is  divided  from  that  of  Tomsk  by  the  river 
Kan,  which  might  with  some  propriety  be  deno- 
minated Sti/Xf  as  the  convicts  who  cross  it  general- 
ly remain  for  life.  Should  they  desert  and  be 
brought  back  again,  their  punishment  is  indeed 
severe, — ^being  liable  to  all  the  penalties  which  by 
the  laws  of  England  might  be  inflicted  upon  an 
outlaw.  The  peasants  are  naturally  on  the  ]oq)c« 
out  for  them,  and  by  force  of  cudgelliog,  attended 
with  the  application  of  the  ei^vtibftti  <^  vamack/'  or 
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«  base  fellow/'  compel  them  to  return.  The  term 
has  been  said,  not  improbably,  to  be  used  in  al- 
lusion to  Yermak  the  conqueror,  but  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  decide  the  point. 

Upon  entering  the  government  of  Irkutsk,  the 
weather  became  cold  and  windy,  or  what  is  here 
called  a  Bourea^  being,  on  the  authority  of  the 
schoolmaster,  derived  from  the  Greek  word  of  the 
same  import, — to  an  explanation  of  which  I  was 
obliged  in  courtesy  to  listen  before  I  could  be  al« 
lowed  to  move.  Having  got  clear,  I  continued 
my  route  to  Ingashe,  the  largesit,  neatest,  and  most 
regular  yillage  I  have  ever  seen.  The  improve- 
ment upon  entering  the  government  of  Irkutsk  is, 
indeed,  wonderful.  The  attention,  regularity,  and 
order,  as  well  as  cleanliness,  every  where  to  be 
seen,  reflect  the  highest  credit  on  the  police  and 
late  governor  of  Irkutsk.  This  gentleman  has, 
however,  been  superseded  and  arrested  by  the  go- 
vernor-general Speranskiy  and  is  now  under  trial 
at  St  Petersburg  upon  very  serious  charges.  I 
saw  many  instances  of  the  excellent  state  of  the 
police  even  in  the  villages  on  the  high  road  ;  nei- 
ther dog,  nor  horse,  nor  cart,  nor  any  species  of 
manure,  being  allowed  to  remain  in  the  streets, 
scarcely  even  for  a  moment.  The  inhabitants  of 
these  villages  are  mostly  exiles  for  minor  offences, 
and  are  settled  in  villages  on  the  high-road,  and 
compelled  to  pay  yasack,  or  the  Siberian  poll-tax. 

As  I  proceeded,  the  road  improved,  and  the 
country  appeared  more  fertile  and  picturesque ; 
much  fine  timber  is  every  where  to  be  seen,  the 
ground  still  continuing  on  a  gentle  ascent,  and  I 
ijpached  Nishney,  viz.  Lower,  Udinsk,  receiving 
every  hospitality  possible.  It  is  a  small  but  Tathex 
a  Deai  town,  of  three  tbouBand  inhabitants,  pW- 
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toantly,  situated  on  the  Uda,  at  the  foot  of  4  don* 
fliderable  range  of  elevated  table  lands.  A  conb- 
plete  forest  of  fir,  birch,  pine,  larch,  poplar,  and 
all  such  wild  productions.  Passing  through  Kin- 
gui^  a  Tartar  village,  I  continued  my  route  in  ra- 
ther a  melancholy  mood, 

Foi  the  thoughts  we  cannot  bridle. 
Force  their  way  without  the  will. 

Amid  beautiful  scenery  and  much  cultivation,  a 
well  frequented  but  dangerous  road,  broken  with 
villages  at  every  eight  or  ten  miles,  carried  me  to 
an  imperial  village,  where  there  is  a  celebrated 
manufactory  of  cloth ;  being  night,  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  visiting  it,  but  the  cleanliness  and 
beauty  of  all  the  buildings  form  a  strong  presump- 
tion in  its  favour. 

Bilbetie  is  a  large  village  at  the  conflux  of  three 
rivers,  where  an  excellent  ferry  is  established,  pre- 
vious to  the  passage  of  which  I  had  occasion  to 
demand  horses.  There  were  at  the  port  station 
only  enough  for  one  kibitka,  and  they  had  in  part 
been  promised  to  a  junior  rank,  t.  e,  to  a  subaltern 
officer.  The  postmaster,  observing  that  neither 
of  us  were  much  incommoded  with  luggage,  very 
properly  proposed  that  we  should  go  in  the  same 
vehicle;  the  officer  refusing  to  come  into  these 
terms,  the  horses  were  put  at  my  disposition,  and 
I  continued  on  for  the  last  stage  towards  Irkutsk, 
in  high  satisfaction  with  every  thing  I  had  seen,  so 
superior  to  the  governments  of  Tobolsk  or  Tomsk. 
The  country,  however,  has  latterly  appeared  less 
picturesque,  being  a  sandy  soil.  On  my  approach 
to  the  capital  early  in  the  morning,  a  thick  fog 
hovering  on  the  Angara  precluded  the  view  of  it, 
iiJJ  I  reached  the  monaaleiY  tiess  xWxvver ;  coast- 
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ing  whicby  I  suddenly  observed,  over  the  dense 
atmosphere,  the  churches  beautifully  reflecting  the 
son's  mj^B  from  their  tin  or  copper  casings.  I 
crossed  the  ferry,  and  at  eight  in  the  morning  en« 
tered  the  hospitable  habitation  of  the  chief  of  the 
navy  in  the  city  of  Irkutsk. 


VOL.  I  o 


[     158    ] 


CHAPTER  VI. 

IrkutslcVercholensk — Kirenga — ^Vittim —  Jerbat — The 
ToDgousians — Olekminsk —  Bistack —  Yakutsk-.  The 
Lena — Mieza — Aldan — The  Toukoslar — Baralass — ^The 
Sartar — The  Bouroulak'^Tabalak^The  Tostak  and 
Dogdoa — Kabbregah,  &c.  rivers — The  Rasoka — ^Tbe 
Biekhall  and  Bludenayah — The  Chouboukalah,  Oalani- 
mah,  and  Indigirka — Zashiversk — Brousniekah— Sordak 
—- The  Alazea — Middle  Kolyma — Malone — Nishnej  Ko- 
lymsk. 

The  commandant  of  the  navy  received  me  in  a 
flattering  manner ;  I  had  the  offer  of  several  other 
residences,  but  he  being  a  single  man,  with  a  large 
government  house,  I  was  induced  by  these  circum- 
stances to  stick  to  the  profession,  and  take  up  my 
abode  with  him. 

Having  made  myself  as  decent  as  my  limited 
wardrobe  would  allow,  I  called  on  the  vice-gover- 
nor, there  being  no  governor,  who  made  great  pro- 
mises, and  exceeded  them  in  performance.  Upon 
quitting  his  excellency  I  made  some  visits,  and  de- 
livered my  letters  of  recommendation,  made  in- 
quiries as  to  my  future  movements^  and  then  re- 
turned to  an  elegant  dinner  with  my  host,  who  had 
invited  a  party  of  twenty  persons  to  meet  me ;  in- 
deed,  the  hospitality  and  aXleix^kiEA  which  were 
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sbowered  opon  me  in  this  stage  of  my  journeyy 
were  siidi  as,  I  may  fairly  say,  I  could  have  expe- 
rienced in  few,  if  any»  parts  of  what  is  called  the 
civilized  world,  especially  when  the  humbleness 
both  of  my  appearance  and  pretensions  is  consi* 
dered ;  even  the  ladies  condescended  to  visit  the 
abode  of  my  host-— a  single  man— doubtless  out  of 
respect  to  me.  The  company  consisted  of  the  same 
individuals  whom  I  afterwards  met  at  almost  every 
party,  with  hardly  any  variation  *  namely,  the  com- 
mandant,  his  lady  and  sister ;  the  colonels  of  artil-^ 
lery  and  infantry,  with  their  wives;  Captain  Kouti-^ 
gin  ;  a  rich  merchant,  who  fiarms  the  sale  of  spi- 
rits, and  his  wife ;  the  head  of  the  Russian  Ame- 
rican Company,  with  his  wife  and  two  daughters ; 
and  a  Mr  Gedenstrom  and  wife,  who  had  travelled 
on  discovery  across  the  Frozen  Sea,  in  1809^  10, 
and  11.  Besides  these,  the  parties  were  enlivened 
by  the  company  of  doctors,  secretaries,  and  half-a- 
dozen  young  civil  officers,  being  in  the  highest  rank 
of  society,  .1  retired  from  the  first  day*s  fete  at  an 
early  hour,  thankful  for  the  many  favours  so  libe- 
rally heaped  upon  me. 

Next  morning,  in  company  with  Captgin  Kou- 
tigin,  I  left  the  Admiralty  House,  which  is  two 
miles  from  the  city,  to  view  whatever  is  notable  in 
Irkutsk.  The  number  of  them  is  small,  and  they 
are  widely  scattered.  Fifteen  thousand  inhabi- 
tants, including  three  thousand  of  the  military,  are 
said  to  compose  the  population.  Irkutsk  indeed 
scarcely  deserves  the  name  of  city,  except  for  its 
public  Duildings,  which  are  good;  yet  though  I  con- 
fess it  is  iipon  the  whole  a  fine  town,  I  could  not 
but  feel  disappointment  from  its  total  want  of  ori-> 
gtnal  plan,  as  well  as  its  present  want  of  regularity^ 
wUcli  most  retard  its  advancement  for  a  long  i\m^ 
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to  come.  Tobolsk  is  certainly  its  superior  in  everyr 
thing  except  its  situation,  and  the  singularly  fine  ap-^ 
pearance  jof  a  few  bnildingSy  public  and  priTate» 
The  streets  are  wide,  and  mn  at  right  angles^  bnt 
there  are  in  some  of  them  gaps  of  two  and  three 
hundred  yards,  without  a  building.  There  are^ 
however,  many  fine  points  of  view ;  and  when  it  is 
considered  that  Irkutsk  has  been  raised  into  a  go- 
vernment and  city  only  within  these  forty  years, 
its  progress  towards  improvement  must  be  acknow- 
ledged. The  houses  are  for  the  greater  part  of 
wood,  though  many  are  of  brick,  and  constructed 
in  a  superior  style  of  architecture. 

Of  the  churches  there  are  at  least  a  dozen,  which 
not  a  little  contribute  to  the  splendour  of  its  appear- 
ance ;  and  though  they  boast  of  but  very  few  relics, 
I  feel  certain  that  their  bishop  fulfils  his  functions 
as  creditably  asany  other  man  of  his  profession.  His 
eminence  did  me  the  pleasure  to  invite  me  to  a  pub- 
lic breakfast,  given  in  honour  of  the  emperor  s  co- 
ronation, which  I  attended,  and  was  highly  satisfied 
with  his  conduct  in  every  respect. 

With  my  friend,  Mr  Gedenstrom,  I  conversed 
about  my  plans.  He  appears  to  be  one  of  the 
ablest  men  in  Siberia,  and,  although  rather  under  a 
cloud  at  the  present  moment,  is  highly  worthy  of 
respect  and  consideration.  He  had  formerly  served 
as  private  secretary  to  Count  Romanzoff,  when 
that  nobleman  was  chancellor  of  the  empire ;  bnt 
either  some  misunderstanding,  or  some  misadven- 
ture, occasioned  his  removal  by  the  imperial  go- 
vernment, to  another  scene  of  action.  He  was 
lately  commissary  of  the  most  lucrative  quarter,  as 
a  reward  for  his  perseverance  and  diligence  when 
employed  upon  the  Icy  Sea  discoveries.  I  am  not 
Mware  that  any  account  of  his  services  baa  been 
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niade  known  t6  tbe  public,  bait  I  am  fully  sare  they 
deserve  to  have  been.  It  is  cmly  mentioniDg  a  part 
of  tfcem  to  say,  that  he  has  surveyed  all  the  islands 
bearing  the  name  of  New  Siberia,  as  far  north  as 
the  latitude  of  76^,  and  has  been  longer  and  farther 
on  the  ice  than  any  other  traveller.  Few  men  in 
Siberia  have  more  general  talent  of  any  description, 
and,  through  his  kindness,  I  was  favoured  with  a 
fund  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  inform* 
ation. 

During  the  short  period  of  my  stay  in  Irkutsk, 
I  was  variously  employed,  either  visiting  such 
places  as  seemed  most  worthy  of  notice,  or  fixing 
and  arranging  these  ill-assorted  recollections.  I 
visited  a  military  school,  like  the  others,  upon  the 
Lancasterian  system,  with  seven  hundred  boys  ;  it 
is  doing  well,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  for 
the  institution  belonging  to  the  city ;  indeed,  it  is 
a  matter  of  serious  regret,  that  in  Russia  so  little 
prospers  that  is  not  backed  by  miFitary  influence  ; 
where  the  fault  lies  it  might  be  difficult  to  discover 
on  so  short  an  acquaintance.  There  is  a  mineralo- 
gical  cabinet  appertaining  to  the  city  institution,  in 
which  are  deposited  many  magnificent  specimens 
of  the  Nertehinsk  mines. 

I  visited  the  prison,  which  I  found  in  a  state  that 
Would  have  commanded  the  approbation  of  the  hu- 
mane apd  philanthropic  Howard.  It  is  spacious 
and  well  ventilated,  and  the  prisoners  ai'e  allowed 
plenty  of  wholesome  provisions.  They  are  only 
chained  when  employed  out  of  the  prison,  either 
upon  public  works  or  in  the  removal  of  any  nui- 
sance. In  connexion  with  the  prison  I  may  also 
notice  a  species  of  public  manufactory,  or  working 
bazar,  for  every  sort  of  trade;  the  inmates,  ot  vtotVl* 
nen,  are  in  general  such  aa  have  been  exVted  (ox 

o  2 


162  IRKUTSK. 

misdemeaaoiD's^  and  are  detained  for  their  owA  and 
the  public  benefit ;  many  of  them  contrite  to  earn 
a  .considerable  fortune,  and  all  are  secore  of  Uie  be-^ 
nefit  of  full  employment.  The  building  is  of  wood^ 
and  belongs  to  the  city,  who  hire  out  apartment* 
at  fixed  prices,  retaining  also  a  proportion  of  the 
gainings,  which  are  appropriated  to  charitable  pur- 
poses ;  their  capital  is  already  very  consideimbky 
and  it  is  one  of  those  public-spirited  and  welI-di-> 
gested  schemes  which  is  worthy  of  imitation  in 
erery  civilized  state,  where  there  ate  either  crimi- 
nals to  punish,  or  unfortunates  to  relieve. 

The  exchange  and  public  bazars  are  a  fine  range 
of  buildings,  with  a  superb  saloon  in  the  centre^ 
where  public  balls  and  masquerades  are  h^  at 
least  as  often  as  once  a-fortnight  during  the  long 
winters,  besides  numerous  private  balls. 

Of  society  there  is  but  little,  but  that  little  iff 
good,  and  mostly  German.  I  must,  however,  ex- 
cept my  venerable  and  respectable  countryman, 
Mr  Bentham,  as  also  his  homely  Cockney  wife^ 
Of  all  the  methodical  people,  preserving  their  ori- 
ginality of  manners,  customs,  and  opinions,  this 
couple  are  certainly  the  most  extraordinary  I  have 
ever  seen  moving  on  their  own  axis  or  in  their  own 
orbit ;  they  appear  to  exist  between  light  and  dark- 
ness, unconscious  and  careless  of  what  passes 
around  them.  Mr  Bentham  has  been  forty  years 
in  Siberia,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  same  pro- 
verbial reputation  that  his  honesty  would  have  en- 
titled him  to  had  he  for  ever  remained  a  citizen  of 
London.  He  has  filled  a  ludicrouer  variety  of  n- 
tuations:  horse-dealer  to  the  celebrated  Count 
Orloff;  secretary  to  the  Governor-general  Jacobi ; 
a  respectable  merchant;  and,  lastly,  a  Siberian 
commiasary,    A  grant  of  \axid  Y)a&  W^u  ^ven  ta 
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him  hj  the  Emperor,  and  the  rank  of  nobility  ena- 
bles him  to  hold  a  few  peasants,  which  inhabit  his 
small  village  in  the  circle  of  Irkutsk.  As  to  Mrs 
Bentham,  she  has  just  been  long  enough  (fourteen 
yean)  in  Siberia  to  forget  her  own  native  lan- 
guage,  but  not  long  enough  to  learn  that  of  her 
adopted  comitry:  with  all  their  nationalities  I  found 
them  a  worthy  couple ;  their  only  child,  a  spoiled 
boy,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  missionaries  at  Selen- 
ginsk.  At  a  public  ball  given  in  honour  of  the  co- 
rcMiation,  I  counted  seventy  ladies ;  yet  this  was 
coneddered  as  a  very  small  number  for  Irkutsk,  as 
they  sometimes  muster  on  sudi  occasions  from  two 
te  three  hundred.  The  truth  is,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  ladies  I  have  before  named,  most  of  the 
fair  sex  belong  to  the  merchants,  who  may  with 
propriety  be  termed  Jew  pedlars,  for  they  deny 
themselves  and  their  wives  almost  every  comfort, 
save  that  of  a  public  and  ostentatious  dress,  from 
a  spirit  of  opposition  and  vindictive  feeling  towards 
the  military,  who  also,  on  their  side,  but  too  gene- 
lallv  treat  them  in  the  same  ungenerous,  if  not 
slighting  and  contemptuous,  manner  that  we  do  the 
Jews  in  England.  A  Jew  in  England,  and  a  mer- 
chant in  Russia,  except  in  the  capitals,  or  princi- 
pal seaport  cities,  stand  on  the  same  level ;  and  I 
may  venture  to  say,  that,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, it  is  not  consistent  with  etiquette,  much  less 
with  custom,  for  a  person  of  rank  to  dine  with  a 
merchant,  unless  he  be  mayor  or  farmer-general,  or 
unless  on  his  saint's  day,  when  it  certaiidy  is  com- 
mon to  honour  him  with  an  acceptation. 

The  merchants,  on  the  other  hand,  have  as  strong 
a  feeling  against  the  receiving  of  the  military  in 
]Mivate,  as  the  latter  can  have  against  recognising 
them  U2  public 
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It  is  a  Benous  evil  that  the  8<hui  and  dkng&tm' 
of  the  merchants  have  received  no  hotter  ediict- 
tion.  Many  of  them  can  scarcely  read  or  wrlte^; 
yet  they  are,  in  point  of  opportunity,  on  a  par  witb 
those  who  iDove  in  the  same  sphere  in  Bnrdpetn. 
Russia,  owing  to  the  assistance  rendered  hy  the 
Swedes  and  French,  and  other  exiles,  many  of- 
whom  possess  first-rate  talents.  These  expatriated 
instructors  have  tended  to  improve  and  civilise  Si- 
beria, in  a  ratio  surpassing  that  of  central  RuMia.' 
But  many  years  must  elapse  before  that  happy 
union  of  society,  so  conspicuous  in  England,  can 
be  brought  about  in  this  part ;  before  the  swad- 
dling cloak,  and  long  beard^  will  be  laid  aside  with 
the  same  avidity  with  which  they  are  now  guard- 
ed. Yet  I  do  not  think  it  a  matter  of  specutatiooy 
nay,  I  do  not  think  it  a  difficult  task,  to  instil  a 
spirit  of  literary  emulation  into  the  minds  of  even 
the  lower  orders  of  the  Russian  community.  With 
them,  more  can  be  done  by  fair  than  by  foul  play; 
coercive  or  compulsive  measures  will  do  noUking 
\nth  the  Russian,  when  brought  in  contact  wi£ 
his  national  prejudices.  Having  adverted  to  ther 
want  of  a  proper  understanding  between  the  noble- 
and  the  merchant — a  want  which  I  impute  as  much 
to  pride  on  the  one,  as  ignorance  on  the  other  party 
I  would  fain  propose  what  appears  to/ne  no  dif-< 
ficult  plan: — Were  the  colleges  and  acadenues 
more  open  to  the  middling  class  of  the  community, 
I  feel  certain  that  incalculable  advantages  would 
result  therefrom.  I  feel  even  certain,  that  the  pre- 
sent system  of  taxing  the  commercial  part  of  the 
community  might  be  turned  to  a  great  moral  ad- 
vantage; increase  of  education,  consequently  of  mo-' 
rality,  civilization,  and  harmony  among  all  classeSjt 
would  be  the  direct  result  oi  my  ^\^tv« 
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A  ^nt-rate  merchant  in  Rassia  is  allowed  by- 
law to  trade  upon  a  capital  of  100,000  roubles, 
or  more ;  for  this  privilege  he  pays  a  direct  tax  of 
Ave  or  ten  per  cent  per  annum.  Now,  supposing^ 
each  mochant  so  situated  to  be  possessed  of  a  fa- 
mily of  children,  and  that  he  were  to  pat  them  to 
the  college  of  nobles,  and  to  receive  from  the  crown 
500  roubles  per  annum  for  each,  (in  other  words, 
that  for  each  male  child  put  to  the  college  for  edu- 
cation, 500  roubles  shoiild  be  deducted  from  his 
direct  tax  ia  a  first-rate  merchant,)  a  sum  quite 
sufficient  to  maintain  them  in  a  respectable  man- 
ner, I  am  certain  the  consequences  would  be  fa* 
▼oorable  to  education^  and  to  good  feeling  between 
the  high  and  middling  classes  of  Russia.  When 
a  boy  had  been  five  or  seven  years  at  college,  from 
the  age  of  twelve,  and  had  passed  a  certain  exa-« 
mination,  I  would  have  him  allowed  to  trade  as  a 
first-rate  merchant  for  half  the  tax  that  other  mer- 
chants paid,  whether  five  or  ten  per  cent;  and 
when  such  young  man^  who  had  passed  such  exa- 
mination, snould  become  the  father  of  a  family, 
and  followed  up  the  maxim  of  putting  his  children 
to  a  public  college,  they  should  be  allowed  to  trade 
free  of  any  tax.  This  is  holding  out  an  incitement 
to,  not  compelling  education :  nor  should  it  stop 
here ; — when  a  boy  had  won  two  or  three  of  the 
academic  ppzes,  he  ought  to  be  entitled  to  the 
rank  of  nobility,  a  circumstance  which  would  have 
great  weight  in  Russia. 

£yery  class  of  the  mercantile  community  of  the 
Russian  empire  might  be  so  placed  as  to  induce 
them  to  educate  their  children  in  a  becoming  and 
useful  manner ;  a  want  of  this  education  is  the 
only  barrier  between  them  and  the  nobility.  Boys 
when  at  school^  whether  pleheia,n  or  patridaxi^toirck 
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a  friendship  for  one  another ;  and  where  is  there 
more  sacred  friendship  ?  With  them,  all  little  cihh 
siderations  are  laid  aside  for  more  solid  enjoyments. 
The  nohle  would  find  his  level  as  a  man,  while  the 
man  would  reach  to  he  nohle ;  nor  beard,  nor  cloak, 
nor  pride,  nor  compulsive  measures,  would  be  re- 
sorted to ;  on  the  contrary,  the  ontis  would  rest 
with  the  people,  than  whom  none  have  a  greatw 
desire,  or  a  greater  capacity,  to  learn  any  thii^  and 
every  thing ;  for  all  classes  of  Russians,  so  fiEor  from 
being  above  being  taught,  offer  every  advantage  to 
the  more  enlightened  foreigner,  be  he  Jfew,  Turk,: 
or  Christian. 

My  stay  in  Irkutsk  was  but  a  week,  when,  be*' 
ing  furnished  with  a  fresh  Cossack,  and  with  every 
assistance  I  desired  to  enable  me  to  reach  thenver 
Lena,  I  set  out,  a  little  melancholy  at  parting  with 
such  kind  friends ;  at  seven  miles  I  had  a  last  view 
of  the  city.  The  country  became  very  elevated, 
and  the  road  lay  over  hill  and  dale  as  far  as  the 
fifth  station.  With  the  exception  of  some  little 
com^  the  land  is  one  unintennipted  pasture.  The 
inhabitants,  Russians,  are  pretty  numerous,  and 
their  villages,  though  small,  occur  at  frequent  in* 
tervals.  The  post-houses  are  good  and  convenient 
halting  places. 

Having  crossed  the  river  Lena,  I  soon  reached 
Vercholensk,  a  large  and  populous  town  on  its  right 
bank,  distant  150  miles  from  Irkutsk.  The  rogid 
is  by  a  dangerous  precipice,  which  is  descended 
by  horses  at  a  prodigious  rate  ;  and  on  the  ascent 
both  driver  and  traveller  must  dismount  and  put 
their  shoulders  to  the  wheel ;  yet  accidents  are  of 
rare  occurrence.  The  opposite  bank  of  the  river 
is  highly  cultivated  and  picturesque.  The  com<* 
munication  by  land  ceases  here>  a  ciroumstance  •! 
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wbicli  I  was  not  a  Utile  rejoiced,  longing  to  be 
again  npon  my  own  element.  I  soon  procured  a 
canoe  and  a  conple  of  hands,  who,  with  the  Cos* 
sack  and  myself,  paddled  down  the  stream  for 
eighty  miles,  to  the  village  of  Ustillga.  The  banks 
iof  the  river  are  lofty  and  well  wooded,  and  present 
some  agreeable  scenery.  Numerous  Tillages  with 
their  rye  fields  are  scattered  among  the  valleys, 
each  inyariably  attended  by  its  own  little  stream. 
Proceeding  day  and  night  in  my  open  canoe,  I 
soon  reached  Kirenga.  The  weather  was  cold,  the 
scenery,  though  ever  changing,  was  always  moun- 
tainous ;  numerous  islands  were  scattered  about 
ihe  river,  whose  streams  ran  at  about  one  and  a 
half  or  two  knots  per  hoar ;  I  generally  made  100 
to  120  miles  during  each  day's  progress,  and, 
wherever  I  went,  fared  well  from  the  hospitality 
of  the  Russian  colonists,  as  well  as  from  that  of 
my  friends  at  Irkutsk,  who  had  provided  me,  ac- 
cording to  the  Russian  proverb,  with  plenty  of 
hrecui  and  mlt.  This  simple-sounding  provision 
included  also  some  fine  partridges,  a  hare,  a  large 
piece  of  roast  beef,  and  a  quantity  of  meat  pies ; 
not  omitting  wine  and  rum.  A  traveller  in  Rus- 
sia, whether  native  or  foreigner,  on  taking  leave  of 
his  friends  previous  to  his  departure,  uniformly 
finds  at  his  lodgings  all  the  provisions  requisite  for 
his  journey,  with  another  lodging  pointed  out  at 
some  friend's  upon  his  next  route,  for  as  long  as 
he  pleases.  Indeed,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  the  sequel 
will  justify  the  assertion,  that  a  man  may  travel 
through  die  Russian  empire,  as  long  as  his  conduct 
]b  becoming,  without  wanting  any  thing — not  even 
horses  and  money;  excepting  only  the  civilized 
psrts  between  the  capitals. 
.   The  viUages  leading  to  Kirensk  ai*e  from  &{t/&eTV 
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to  eighteen  miles  apart*  It  has  the  name  cf  a  city, 
cdntaining  near  one  hundred  dwellings,  and  ^^ 
hundred  inhabitants^  with  three  churches  and  a 
monastery ;  the  situation  is  pleasant,  but  not  others 
wise  noticeable.  I  staid  in  it  only  a  few  hours,  ta 
lenjoy  the  hospitality  of  the  town-major,  who  fek 
inclined  to  try  the  effect  of  rye  brandy  upon  me 
From  it  I  gained  about  five  or  six  miles  towardf 
the  first  Tongousian  village,  when  the  canoe  fill- 
ed, and  we  were  obliged  to  pursue  the  journey  by 
land,  creeping  round  the  bluffs,  which  jet  out  into 
them. 

Over  these  poor  Tongousians  the  Cossack  exer- 
cised his  authority  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  really 
felt  as  much  pain  as  if  the  same  chastisement  had 
been  inflicted  upon  me.  The  spirit  of  despcrtism 
which  characterises  the  Cossacks  is  infamous ;  it 
is  infinitely  greater,  and  infinitely  more  dreaded 
by  the  poor  aborigines,  than  the  power  of  the  go- 
vernor-general ;  they  seem  to  have  imbibed  their 
power  more  from  habit  than  from  right.  At  pre* 
sent  there  is  a  law  against  the  exercise  of  thi^  atro- 
cious abuse  ;  but  I  doubt  very  much  whether  the 
government,  in  this  distant  part  of  the  empire^  can 
Carry  it  into  execution.  The  Cossacks  cannot  be 
dispensed  with  ;  they  are  a  necessary  evil ;  no  of- 
ficer, whatever  may  be  his  rank,  not  even  a  go- 
vernor-general, can  do  any  thing  without  their  aid 
■• — no  horses,  provisions,  or  assistance,  can  be  pro^ 
cured,  no  orders  can  be  given,  no  punishment  can 
be  inflicted,  no  courier  dispatched ;  in  short,  a 
Cossack  is  every  thing,  and  therefore  in  Siberia  he 
is  feared.  Whatever  may  be  their  general  charac- 
ter, and  I  admit  that  the  terms  Russian  Cossack 
and  Spanish  Don  are  synonimous^  I  fear  upon  the 
higb-raada  it  is  much  suHied^an^^XAWmQtc  so  here, 
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I  forests  of  wood  are  on  each  ude  of  .the 
wnNsling  of  pine,  fir,  tgrch,  alder,  and  pop- 
it  from  Kirensk  all  cultivation  had  ceased, 
that  of  vegetables,  and  tbey  are  but  scanliljr 
cattle  are,  however,  very  plentiful,  and  of 
an ;  bread  is  of  the  eame  price  as  at  Irkulak, 
',  forty  pounds  for  two  shillings.  This  is 
to  the  consideration  of  government  in  for- 
g  float  at  their  expense  for  the  benefit  and 
nance  of  the  poor. 

i^ttim  I  waa  first  overtaken  by  the  ice  float- 
ni  the  river,  yet  not  so  as  to  incommode 
dihad  enjoyed  the  lumryof  fineantnmnal, 
cold,  weather.  From  Vittim  to  Dierhin- 
Jerlwt  are  three  hnndred  miles,  which  I 
1  in  four  days.  The  stages  are  very  long,  and 
(o  be  reducied,  being  a  very  heavy  pull  when 
gainst  the  stream  ;  but  indeed  ttiere  is  no- 
bat  these  hardy  people  wUl  not  do  witfaoat 
uing.  Sometimes  the  boat  was  so  much  en- 
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from  their  pipe, — ^not,  however,  of  tobacc 
greater  part  at  least  being  birch- wood  dost, 
shavings,  mixed  with  a  very  scanty  portion 
baceo,  the  latter  article  being  extremely  d 
to  this  luxnry  can  be  added,  however  small, 
of  brandy,  they  will  cheerfiiUy,  and  even 
fully,  imdergo  the  repetition  of  the  sufiferini 
one  of  these  villages,  I  was  requested  by  tb 
bitants  to  proceed  by  land  instead  of  by 
they  agreeing  to  supply  me  with  horses ;  of 
I  complied  with  their  request,  as  it  would  si 
labour  and  attendance  of  one  man^  at  a  sei 
the  year  when  they  require  all  the  spare  tin 
sible,  viz.  the  winter  fishery.  Upon  my  an 
the  next  station,  nor  horses  nor  a  boat  cc 
'procured,  except  at  the  habitation  of  a  Yakut 
whither  we  proceeded  with  a  request  to  be  su 
The  old  gentleman  pertinaciously  refuse 
malgre  the  presence  of  a  Cossack,  who  h] 
powers  to  call  out  any  and  every  assistance 
behalf;  the  knez  excused  his  non-complianc 
the  order,  by  observing,  that  it  was  in  beha 
captain  of  the  navy,  of  which  rank  he  con 
deem  me,  with  only  a  nankeen  coat  and  long 
— ^the  emblems  of  a  Russian  pedlar.  The  C 
was  willing  and  anxious,  by  the  force  of  his 
to  have  brought  the  prince  to  an  uncond 
'  compliance,  until  I  determined  upon  again  i 
recourse  to  my  own  independent  mode  of  i 
ling,  at  least  till  I  could  meet  with  some  moi 
ling  friend  to  forward  me  on. 

My  knapsack  again  restored  to  its  deserted ; 

I  coasted  the  river  to  Jerbat,  where  there  is 

on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  much  venerat 

the  Yakuti.     I  ascended  with  great  diificul 

ragged  steep  leading  to  it.  TVi^^ioof  certain) 
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sented  a  beautifdl  appearance^  being  illuminated 
by  what  may  figuratively  be  termed  chandeliers  ; 
formed,  no  doubt,  by  the  water,  which,  making  its 
way  through  .the  apertures  above,  there  freezes, 
{(nd  hangs  in  icicles  from  the  top  of  the  roof.  The 
scene  is  very  brilliant,  but  the  effect  is  marred  by 
a  projecting  crag  of  rock  which  overhangs  the 
mouth  of  the  cave,  and  prevents  the  eye  from 
taking  any  other  than  a  horizontal  view  of  it.  The 
air  emitted  from  it  was  the  chilliest  I  had  ever  felt. 
At  Jerbat  is  the  line  which  divides  the  Tongousian 
villages  from  those  of  the  YakutL 

The  Tongousians  inhabit  divers  parts  of  Siberia 
equally  distant  and  distinct ;  from  the  shores  of  the 
Yenissey,  Lena,  and  Amour;  to  those  of  the  Och- 
ota  and  Omekon,  and  the  mountains  about  Idgiga. 
They  are  nearly  all  wanderers,  and  rarely  to  be 
seen  in  any  mechanical  or  subservient  employ, 
ment.  They  are  classed  into  Forest  and  Desert 
Tongousi.  The  former  occupy  themselves  in  fish- 
ing and  the  chase,  having  but  few  rein-deer ;  the 
latter  subsist  entirely  by  the  breeding  of  those  ani- 
mals, and  wander  from  pasture  to  pasture  with 
their  flocks,  tents,  &c.  A  very  few  of  them  have 
received  baptism  ;  the  rest  are  idolaters.  Their  lan- 
guage is  said  to  be  Mantshur,  from  whom  they  all, 
no  doubt,  descended,  as  may  be  inferred  by  the 
peculiarity  of  their  eyes,  being  elongated  and  far 
apart.  They  are  characteristically  honest  and 
friendly,  robbery  being  considered  by  them  as  un- 
pardonable. 1  was  myself  a  witness  of  their  hos- 
pitality or  improvidence,  for  they  seem  to  have  no 
thought  of  the  future,  and  therefore  readily  share 
what  they  have  killed ;  yet  it  is  strange  that  no- 
Uung  will  induce  them  to  kill  H  rein-deer  for  their 
own  consumption^  unless  the  party  is  rich)  tiWtYie:^ 
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have  been  eight  days  without  food ;  the  act  is  then 
considered  jastifiable.  They  bear  jBEudgae,  cold,  and 
privations,  to  an  extraordinary  degree.  They  an 
sensible  of,  and  thankful  for,  kind  treatment,  bat 
will  permit  no  one  to  abuse  them.  To  atrike  a 
Tongousian,  is,  indeed,  a  great  crime,  and  oftaa 
leads  to  fatal  consequences,  as,  in  that  case,  they 
do  not  consider  their  word  aa  sacred,  but  justifia- 
bly to  be  broken.  They  are  exceedingly  irasdUe, 
and  can  be  done  nothing  with  but  by  good  wards ; 
and  this  I  had  frequent  occasions  of  provhig,  through, 
generally,  my  own  fault. 

Their  persons  are  small,  and  rather  delicate  in 
appearance;  their  features  regular,  and  somewhat 
pleasing.  With  these  fair  traits  of  character  they 
are  filthy  to  an  extreme,  eating  and  drinking  aiy 
thing,  however  loathsome ;  and  the  effluvia  of  their 
persons  is  putridity  itself.  They  are  considered 
good  soldiers,  and  are  excellent  marksmen,  either 
with  the  bow  or  rifle.  The  dress  of  either  sex  ii 
nearly  the  same  as  that  of  the  other  Tartar  nations, 
differing  chiefly  in  their  mode  of  ornamenting  it, 
and  consists  of  trowsers  of  the  rein-deer  skin,  with 
the  hair  inside,  and  stockings  and  boots  of  the  same 
animal ;  the  latter  made  from  the  legs.  A  waist- 
coat or  jacket  also  of  leather,  sometimes  lined  widi 
white  foxes'  or  with  hares'  skins,  supplies  the  place 
of  a  thick  sort  of  short  surtout-coat  of  double  lea- 
ther without  the  hair ;  and  lastly,  for  the  severity 
of  winter,  of  a  single  or  double  frock  with  hair  in 
and  outside,  the  two  leather  sides  being  tc^ethcr. 
A  warm  cap  and  large  gloves,  with  sometimes  a 
guard  for  the  breast,  of  white  fox,  called  nagrood- 
nick,  viz.  breast-cover,  and  a  comforter  round  the 
neck,  formed  of  the  tails  of  the  squirrel ;  such  ii 
tbeir  costume,  which  ta  almost  wholly  furnished 
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e  skins  of  rein^deer.  Foxes*  skins  serve  for 
d  linings,  and  a  wolf 'sis  considered  valuabley 
warmest  of  all  outside  garments.  They  have 
piard  for  the  forehead,  ears,  nose,  and  chin, 
teds  are  made  of  a  bear's  skin,  or  of  the  large 
er's,  with  a  blanket  from  the  same  animsd^ 
nth  the  warmest  for,  and  in  shape  like  a 
the  feet  are  completely  enclosed ;  an  axe, 
,  wooden  spoon,  and  kettle,  constitute  their 
tensils ;  the  first  is  a  sine  qud  rum,  and  a 
tobacco,  with  a  glass  of  spirits,  their  highest 
Their  modes  of  dress,  and  general  mode 
g,  &c.  they  have  in  common,  more  or  less, 
[  other  Siberian  nations,  whether  the  Tchukt- 
kagires,  Koriaks,  Yakuti,or  Kamtchatdales. 
18  no  other  difference  amongst  them  than  in^ 
ibroidery  of  their  clothes,  or  the  richness 
srty  of  the  wearers ;  and  these  I  shall  take 
n  to  notica.in  treating  of  a  different  tribe* 
ing  parted  with  the  Tongousians,  for  a  long 
was  delivered  over  to  the  Yakuti.  In  three 
reached  Olekminsk,  the  last  thirty  miles  on 
ick,  my  Cossack  being  quite  knocked  up 
old  and  want  of  exercise.  I  reached  the 
isrly  in  the  evening,  and  went  to  the  abode' 
commissary,  who  was  absent  upon  his  an* 
Kcnrsion  for  the  collecting  of  the  yasack  or 
•  His  house  was,  however,  made  my  home, 
ere  I  passed  the  following  day  very  agree- 
is  pretty,  interesting,  and  modest  daughter 
en  doing  the  honours  of  the  house.  I  re- 
Wsits  from  the  postmaster,  secretary,  priests, 
erehants;  among  the  latter  was  a  young 
man,  who  had  been  banished  for  some  heavy 
but,  by  his  tnbaeqnent  good  conduct,  Yvtid. 
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of  winter ;  yet,  upon  the  whole,  the  season  ii 
sidered  hackward,  as  on  the  1st  of  Octobi 
Lena  is  generally  frozen  over,  and  in  three  i 
more  admits  of  travellers  with  sledges  ;  but  a 
time  I  was  enabled  to  reach  within  fifty  or 
miles  by  water,  although  with  some  risk  and 
cnlty.  A  noble  chain  of  hills  extend  along  the 
bank  of  the  river,  with  bold,  precipitous  blofii 
ning  into  the  stream,  and  with  their  dark- 
firs  enlivening  the  otherwise  dreary  aspect  i 
present  time.  The  left  bank  assumed,  from 
minsk,  a  low  swampy,  but  ridi  pasture  appeal 
the  hills  taking  a  new  direction.  Upon  appi 
ing  Yakutsk,  the  villages  become  less  fi^ 
and  the  stations  all  longer,  extending  even  to  t 
five  and  forty  miles,  yet  the  natives  do  every 
with  cheerfulness.  Nothmg  of  any  conaid 
attraction  occurred  to  me,  yet  I  felt  as  if  ex 
upon  the  beautiful  prospects  and  river  aci 
which  cannot  fail  of  creating  a  most  lively  int 
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igthroiigh  the  water,  no  pleasant  circumstance 
12^  and  15®  of  Reanmnr's  frost.  I,  how- 
bote  them  cheerfiilly,  ctmscioiis  that  a  warm 
e,  and  a  hearty  welcome,  were  always  await- 
ly  arrival.  The  same  kindness  of  heart  which 
iiovided  me  with  a  hoat  to  descend  the  stream, 
tred  me  also  a  horse  to  ride,  and,  in  the  even- 
f  the  6th  of  October,  I  found  myself  in  the 
table  and  comfortable  residence  of  his  excel- 
,  the  governor  of  Yakutsk,  Captain  Minitsky 
9  Russian  navy,  who  had  passed  many  years 
)  English  service,  and  three  of  them  with  my 
0,  Captain  N.  D.  Cochrane.  In  him  I  found  a 
worthy,  upright^  and  liberal  friend,  and  warm* 
erested  for  my  success,  to  ensure  which,  every 
I  desired  was  provided  for  me ;  although  it 
lereafter  appear  that  what  I  now  considered 
DOSt  provident  dress,  having  been  put  on  in  a 
I  room,  turned  out  to  be  indeed  a  poor  fit-out 
icb  a  journey. 

kntsk,  although  a  considerable  place  of  trade, 
k  great  pass  for  the  American  Company,  is  ill 
and  more  scattered  even  than  Irkutsk,  in  the 
exposed  of  all  bleak  situations,  on  the  left 
of  the  Lena,  which  is  in  summer,  four  miles, 
Finter,  two  miles  and  a  half  wide,  appearing, 
«ally  is,  one  of  the  finest  streams  in  the  world> 
Dg  a  course  of  more  than  three  thousand  miles 
its  source^  near  Irkutsk,  to  the  Frozen  Sea, 
1  it  enters  by  several  mouths.  The  stream  is 
I  means  a  rapid  one,  but  rather  may  be  called 
as  its  name  appears  to  import.  There  are 
I  thousand  inhabitants  in  the  city,  of  whom 
reater  part  are  Russians,  and  the  rest  Yakuti. 
•a-dosen  churches,  the  remains  of  an  old  fen* 
M  monaater/,  and  some  tolerable  \>iaaidJai^» 
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give  it  some  decency  of  appearance ;  yet  I  conld 
not  help  thinking  it  one  of  the  oioBt  dreary  look- 
ing places  I  had  seen,  though  I  was  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  every  comfort,  and  therefore  the  less  dis- 
posed to  complain. 

Yakutsk  is  not  an  independent  goyemment,  but 
belongs  to  that  of  Irkutsk.  It  has,  however,  a 
▼ice-governor,  and  an  independent  chancery  of  its 
own,  who  regulate  all  its  affairs,  making  a  m&e 
formal  report.  It  contains,  scattered  over  a  wonder- 
ful extent  of  territory,  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  thousand  inhabitants,  composed  of  Rus- 
sians, Yakiiti,  a  few  Tongousi,  and  fewer  Yuka- 
gires.  Fifty  thousand  of  the  whole  pay  tribute, 
which  is  in  furs,  mostly  sables.  Those  of  Vittim 
and  Olekma  are  considered  the  finest,  blackest,  and 
smallest  to  be  met  with,  a  pair  reaching  as  high  as 
three  and  four  hundred  roubles,  or  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  pounds  sterling.  Each  taxable  individual 
pays  one  quarter  of  a  sable,  or,  in  general  cases, 
each  family  one  sable,  which,  if  it  cannot  be  pro- 
cured, is  compromised  by  the  payment  of  thirty 
shillings,  reducing  the  tribute  per  head  to  seven 
shillings  and  sixpence,  as  that  of  a  Russian  is  ten 
shillings.  Thus  the  Russian  pays  nominally  more, 
but  actually  less,  than  the  aborigines ;  the  former 
pay  pcukmshniey  the  latter  yasack — the  former  al- 
ways money,  the  latter  furs.  The  greatest  part  of 
the  popfu]^tioH  subjected  to  the  government  of 
Yakutsk  live  on  the  banks  of  the  Lena,  and  small 
streams  running  into  it.  No  less  than  twenty  thou- 
sand families  certainly  reside  on  them.  The  clear 
revenue  derived  is  half  a  million  of  roubles,  or 
twenty-five  thousand  pounds.  The  trade  carried 
on  by  its  numerous  pedlars  is  very  considerable, 
from  the  immense  quantity  oi  t\ve  %\QXi%o{  all  ^orts. 
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t9Lf  sngar,  spirits,  nankeens,  cottons, 
res,  and  the  like^  constitute  the  cargoes 
m ;  for  which  they  receive  the  skins  of 
es,  sables,  river  otters,  martins,  foxes, 
rrels,  and  ermines,  at  very  unfair  prices. 
<,  however,  the  value  of  them  is  well 
ear  skins,  twenty  and  twenty-five  shil- 
98,  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
k  sea  otter,  from  ten  to  thirty  pounds ; 
thirty  and  forty  shillings ;  a  black  fox, 
I  twenty  and  even  thirty  pounds ;  red 
IX,  two  and  three  pounds;  fiery  red, 
ings ;  the  white  or  arctic  fox,  five  or  six 
id  the  blue  fox,  eight  or  ten  shillings ; 
id  ermines,  sixpence  to  one  shilling; 
shillings  to  a  guinea,  while  I  have  my- 
3ven  guineas  for  a  black  wolf  at  Omsk ; 
which  come  from  the  coast  of  America 
^e  or  six  shillings.  These  are  the  prices 
,  but  they  are  purchased  of  the  natives 
trs  for  goods  enhanced  one  hundred  and 
It,  and  for  one-half  the  price  for  which 
Yakutsk ;  returning,  in  most  cases,  a 
of  two  and  three  hundred  per  cent,  be« 
le  traders  live  upon  the  poor  aborigines 
Taffic* 

Bd  in  Yakutsk  three  weeks,  making  the 
parations  for  my  journey  during  so  se-* 
m  of  the  year.  In  particular,  I  looked 
re  of  my  dress,  for  the  accounts  of  the 
I  should  have  to  encounter  were  such^ 
dered  myself  exposed  to  death,  with- 
e  satisfaction  of  expecting  to  be  buried, 
smal  frost  that  prevails  here.  Could, 
lis  feeling  be  gratified,  the  satisfaction 
nateriallj  increased,  by  the  kiioiR\edgjb 
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that  the  hody  itself  would  enter  the  next  world  in 
the  same  state  that  it  left  this ;  for  e^ery  where  to 
the  north  of  Yakutsk,  the  earth,  two  feet  and  a  half 
below  the  surface,  is  perpetually  frozen,  conse- 
quently a  carcase  buried  in  it  at  that  depth  must, 
remain  perpetually  the  same. 

I  determined,  however,  to  start  the  day  that  die 
Lena  should  become  passable  on  the  ice.  In  the 
meantime,  I  was  engaged  in  such  society  as  Ya- 
kutsk could  boast ;  but  if  I  could  say  little  in  this 
respect  in  favour  of  Iikutsk,  I  should  almost  be  si- 
lent regarding  Yakutsk,  where,  except  the  chiefs 
wife,  and  those  of  one  or  two  of  the  merchants, 
there  is  no  society,  and  indeed  scarcely  any  one  of 
those  can  be  spoken  to  by  a  traveller,  especially 
by  one  whose  long  beard  and  haggard  lool^  might 
well  frighten  them  from  me ;  they  were,  howe?er, 
safe  on  another  account,  namely,  my  extreme  ig-* 
Rorance  of  the  Russian  language. 

The  way  I  passed  my  time  at  Mr  Minitsky's 
was  sufficiently  regular :  I  rose  early,  and  always 
went  early  to  bed ;  occupied,  while  daylight  last- 
ed, with  bringing  up  my  journal ;  then  at  a  game 
at  billiards ;  afterwards  at  dinner,  always  on  the 
most  excellent  fare,  with  wine,  rum,  and  other  de- 
licacies. In  the  evening,  with  a  party  of  the  na« 
tives,  male  and  female,  at  the  house  of  the  chief; 
the  ladies,  to  all  appearance,  dumb,  not^daringto 
utter  a  word,  and  solely  employed  in  (S'acking  their 
nuts, — a  very  small  species  of  the  cedar  nut,  which 
abounds  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  made  an  article 
of  trade  to  Okotsk  and  Kamtchatka.  I  am  not  ex- 
aggerating, when  I  say  that  half-a-dozen  of  females 
will  sit  down  and  consume  each  many  hundreds  of 
these  nuts,  and  quit  the  house  without  having 
ifpoken  a  word-— xmlesB  a  stolen  one,  in  fear  it  shonld 
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be  beard..  Sbonld  tea  and  cakes  be  offered,  they 
will  sip  two,  three,  or  four  cups,  as  long  as  tlie 
eamavar  (a  sort  of  copper  tea-urn)  has  water  in  it. 
The  manner  of  their  using  sugar-candy  with  tea, 
though  perhaps  not  entirely  singular,  for  the  Chi- 
nese have  the  same  fashion,  is  remarkably  ridicu- 
lous ;  each  individual  takes  a  small  lump,  which  he 
grates  between  his  teeth  in  such  a  manner  as  only 
to  consume  a  very  small  part  of  it ;  and  thus,  al- 
though the  person  has  drunk  three  or  more  cups, 
the  greater  portion  of  sugar  remains,  and,  being 
placed  upon  the  inverted  cup,  finds  its  way  back 
to  the  sugar-dish  when  the  party  has  broke  up ;  so 
that,  probably,  at  the  feast  on  the  following  day, 
a  lady  or  gentleman  may  happen  to  get  his  old 
fiiend  back  again.  Nor  is  it  with  sugar-candy  alone 
that  thia  system  of  economy  is  adopted.  Biscuits, 
cakes,  &c  on  being  presented,  are  received  and 
placed  behind  them,  on  the  chair,  to  keep  warm, 
and  their  fragments  also  are  ultimately  restored  to 
the  basket.  Thus  luxuries  of  these  kinds  are  ren- 
dered cheap,  for  the  custom  is  general,  and  I  have 
often  witnessed  the  fact,  not  indeed  at  Mr  Minitsky 's, 
but  at  other  respectable  houses,  the  inmates  of  which 
knew  no  better,  and  were  ignorant  of  the  chiefs 
disliking  it. 

While  the  ladies  are  thus  cracking  their  nuts, 
staring,  and  listening,  and  speechless,  the  gentle> 
men  are  employed  in  drinking  rum  or  rye-brandy 
punch,  as  their  tastes  may  dictate.  Nor  is  even 
good  rum  a  scarce  article  here,  coming  as  it  does 
by  way  of  Kamtchatka.  I  was  one  feast-day  on  a 
visit  to  a  respectable  old  gentleman,  one  of  the 
council ;  there  were  no  chairs,  but  a  long  table  was 
spread,  with  fish  pies,  a  piece  of  roast  beef,  boWeii 
deer's  toogiies,  and  some  wild  berries  in  a  \.«LTt. 
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The  first  thing  presented  is  a  glass  of  brandy,  whisb 
I  refused^  knowing  the  chief  to  have  sent  some  good 
wine ;  this  I  was  offered,  and  accepted,  when  I  wis 
told  by  my  friend  the  chief,  that  it  was  not  the 
custom  to  accept  any  thing  of  that  kind  the  finrt 
time,  but  to  await  the  third.  Relying  upon  the 
chiefs  better  knowledge  of  the  Siberian  wwld,  I 
refused  the  next  glass  of  wine,  which  was  aSknd 
me  twice,  and  I  need  not  say  I  ultimately  lost  it^ 
probably  from  the  practice  of  economising  good 
wine  in  a  place  where  it  can  seldom  be  procured. 

Great  parade  is  kept  up  in  this  part  of  the  worid 
with  respect  to  rank,  and  no  lady  visits  the  wife  of 
the  chief  or  vice-goyemor  without  kissing  her  hand; 
while  the  latter  sits  motionless  upon  the  sofa,  with- 
out making  the  least  acknowledgment  of  soch  i 
condescension.  The  same  custom  was  also 
blished  at  Irkutsk  with  Governor  Treskin's 
who,  being  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Minitsky,  of  oouno 
initiated  her  daughter  into  the  mysteries  of  hcrifli- 
portance  :  she  probably  finds  a  sad  falling  off  when 
at  St  Petersburg.  This  absurd  custom  is  canied 
so  far,  that  the  priests  are  compelled  to  ofe 
thanks  and  prayers  for  them,  individually,  evorf 
Sunday  at  church.  Mr  Minitsky  is,  however,  a 
good  man,  and  an  exceedingly  clever  governor, 
equalled  by  few  in  Siberia;  his  situation  is,  of 
course,  a  good  one,  and  could  have  been  made 
equal  to  his  utmost  desires  by  fraud,  trade,  extor- 
tion, and  corruption,  had  he  felt  so  inclined.  Bat, 
latterly,  the  conduct  of  the  governor-general  I^m- 
ranski  has  put  all  the  people  in  office,  in  f 
upon  the  qui  vive. 

That  bribery  is  still  carried  on  to  great 

there  can  be  no  doubt,  nor  is  it  possible  for  aajr 

ioan  or  wen  to  prevent  \t;  \l  ia  Uie  \nractic9»-«iid 
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here  an  appearance  of  right  or  law.  It  is 
torn  of  Siberia,  that  the  chiefs  are  allowed 
[re  presents  on  their  names',  or  their  saints', 
As  an  instance  of  this,  a  new  governor  of  a 
«,  who  could  not  reach  in  time  to  be  pre- 
tbe  feast  of  the  commissary,  was  willing  to 
.  good  beginning.  He  accordingly  sent  an 
I  to  the  commissary  regretting  the  absence, 
lame  time  forwarding  to  him  a  pair  of  de- 
mounted pistols,  and  reminding  him  that 
remor's  name-day  wonld  take  place  that 
&t  which  his  attendance,  &c.  The  old  roi- 
ommissary,  who  had  hitherto  resisted  the 

of  paying  such  compliments,  could  not  re- 
*h  a  challenge,  and  attended  the  feast  at  the 

ten  thousand  roubles.  Here  is  an  instance 
vemoF  openly  offering  a  bribe,  as  well  as  of 
demanding  one.  They  are  but  the  repre- 
ss of  much  worse,  as  I  shall  hereafter  have 
ortunity  of  observing. 

dresses  completed,  and  the  river  having,  ac- 
;  to  custom,  been  passed  and  declared  closed, 
3d  up  my  knapsack  and  other  baggage,  and 
irovided  also  with  a  couple  of  bags  of  black 

through  the  kindness  of  my  host,  with  a 
ti  roast  beef,  a  few  dried  fish,  half-a-dozen 
I  of  tea^  and  twenty  pounds  of  sugar-candy, 
i  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  a  keg  of  vod- 
orr^brandy),  a  most  indispensable  article  on 

journey,  whether  for  my  own  or  others' 
iption.  I  had  besides  a  pipe,  flint,  steel,  and 
d,  what  was  of  most  importance,  a  Cossack 
lion,  who  indeed  proved  invaluable  to  me. 
*8tination  was  Nishney  Kolymsk,  distant 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  miles,  V7V\\c\v 
9  be  travelled  over  in  the  coldest  seBSfm  Qi^ 

f.  Q  VS 
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the  year,  and  in  what  is  esteemed  the  coldest  part 
of  the  north-east  of  Asia.  All  thi»  I  heeded  no* 
thing,  and  provided,  as  I  iJiought^  with  wann 
clothing,  considered  myself  as  proof  against  at  kut 
50^  of  Reaumur's  frost.  The  spirit  tbennometer 
at  Yakutsk,  measured  at  Mr  Minitsky^s  house^ 
was  27°  of  cold  of  Reaumur,  or  nearly  the  same 
number  of  degrees  below  the  zero  of  Fahrenheit, 
yet  I  walked  about  the  streets  of  Yakutsk  with 
only  my  nankeen  surtout,  trowsers  of  the  same 
materia],  shoes,  and  worsted  stockings ;  a  flannel 
■waistcoat  which  had  lost  its  principfJ  virtue,  was 
the  only  warm  clothing ;  yet  I  can  truly  say  I  wai 
not  at  all  incommodejl.  This  fact,  which  can  be 
testified  by  Governor  Minitsky,  now  in  St  Peten- 
burg,  alike  surprised  him  as  well  as  every  other 
person ;  nor  was  my  conduct  upon  my  return  the 
less  careless  of  the  e£Fects  to  be  apprehended  from 
exposure  to  such  very  severe  weather.  At  Irkutsk, 
in  the  month  of  January,  with  40°  of  Reaumur,  I 
have  gone  about,  late  and  early,  either  for  exercise 
or  amusement,  to  balls  or  dinners,  yet  did  I  never 
use  any  other  kind  of  clothing  than  I  do  now  in 
the  streets  of  London.  Thus  my  readers  must  not 
suppose  my  situation  to  have  been  so  desperate. 
It  is  true  the  natives  felt  surprised,  and  pitied  my 
apparently  forlorn  and  hopeless  situation,  not  seem- 
ing to  consider  that  when  the  mind  and  body  are 
in  constant  motion,  the  elements  can  have  little 
effect  upon  the  person.  I  feel  confident  that  most 
of  the  miseries  of  human  life  are  brought  on  by 
want  of  a  solid  education— of  firm  reliance  on  a 
bountiful  and  ever- attendant  Providence— of  a  spi- 
rit of  perseverance — of  patience  under  fatigue  and 
j)rivations^  and  a  resolute  determination  to  hold  to 
the  point  of  dutyi  never  to  d;\ivi\k  while  life  retains 
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ipaik,  or  wliile  '*  a  ihot  is  m  the  locker,"  as  sai- 
m  Bay.  Ofiten  indeed  have  I  felt  myself  in  dif. 
n]t  and  trying  circamstances,  from  cold,  or  hnn- 
tV  or  &tigae ;  although,  thank  God,  not  to  the 
graa  which  my  onfortnnate  brother  officer  Cap- 
n  Franklin  experienced,  yet  still  to  a  degree  be- 
nd what  would,  in  England,  be  considered  suf- 
iant  to  core  me  of  my  wandering  propensities ; 
d  I  may  affirm,  with  gratitude,  that  I  have  never 
t  happier  than  even  in  the  encountering  of  these 
fienltiea.  Thus,  in  the  present  case,  I  had  no 
Dond  paika,  or  firock ;  no  knee-preservers,  blan* 
t^  or  bed ;  an  indifferent  pair  of  gloves,  and  a 
Id  cap ;  no  guard  for  my  chin,  ears,  or  nose  ;  in 
orty  I  was  not  properly  provided,  which  I  found 
t  too  late,  and  attribute  the  preservation  of  my 
B  floldy  to  the  strength  of  my  constitution,  which 
have  never  seen  equalled  to  this  hour. 
It  was  on  the  last  day  of  October  that  I  depart- 
.  from  Yakutsk  with  my  Cossack,  the  thermome- 
r  being  at  27^  of  frost.  I  had,  through  the  kind- 
SB  of  my  friend,  Mr  Minitsky,  been  provided 
th  a  couple  of  sledges,  and  every  recommenda- 
>n  within  hb  power.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
scribe  the.  different  emotions  which  agitated  my 
east  as  I  quitted  the  last  limit  of  civilization,  of 
B  finends  I  had  made,  and  of  all  that  could  attach 
B  to  society ;  for  although  I  felt  a  confidence  of 
seting  with  hospitality  and  every  assistance  I 
uld  desire,  still,  to  a  sensible  mind,  the  enterprise 
IB  formidable,  going  as  I  did  alone,  and  ignorant 
en  of  the  Russian  language,  much  more  that  of 
B  Tartar  tribes.  For  the  means  of  meeting  the 
;ter  difficulty,  I  was  indebted  to  the  numerous 
ople  who  spoke  English,  French,  and  Germ^Xk^ 
le  of  whoQ?  /  wet  at  almost  every  haltmg-^\^ce. 
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when  the  dulness  of  a  Cossack  interpreter  coold 
hardly  afford  me  the  means  of  amusement,  much 
less  of  information. 

The  cold  I  8u£Fered  in  the  sledge,  and  the  jolt- 
ing movement  attending  the  passage  of  the  ice  on 
the  Lena,  now  crumbled  by  the  stream  into  hil- 
locks, soon  roused  me,  and  I  jumped  out,  prefer- 
ring to  walk ;  and  though  I  had  my  feet  almost 
frozen  while  in  the  sledge,  the  exercise,  and  weight 
of  my  clothes,  soon  brought  me  to  a  state  of  ptf- 
spiration  by  the  time  I  had  reached  fifteen  ttules, 
when  I  halted  for  the  night  in  a  pleasant  yonrte. 

The  next,  a  cold  and  windy  day,  I  resumed  my 
journey,  alternately  walking  and  riding  on  horse-' 
back,  to  escape  at  once  from  fatigue  and  cold,  aad 
measured  forty  miles  over  a  level  but  well  wooded 
country.  I  felt  much  pleased  with  the  attentions 
of  the  Yakutij  who  provided  me,  as  I  arrived,  with 
milk,  meat,  and  not  seldom  with  clotted  cream,  at 
tiroes  also  with  wild  raspberries,  called  here  ma- 
liena,  immersed  in  it.  Such  were  my  delicacies 
until  I  reached  the  banks  of  the  river  Aldan,  a  no- 
ble stream  running  into  the  Lena«  I  had  passed 
a  small  place  called  Miera,  where  are  two  churches, 
for  the  performance  of  divine  worship  in  the  Yakut 
dialect,  at  which,  although  I  understood  nothing  of 
it,  I  attended.  A  more  dreary  looking  place  I 
have  never  seen.  It  overhangs  the  banks  of  a  con- 
siderable lake.  The  situation  in  summer  may  be 
better ;  but  what  can  be  otherwise  than  dreary  in 
Siberia  during  the  winter  ?  The  latter  part  of  the 
journey  to  Aldan  was  through  romantic  vaUeys, 
whose  numerous  streams  and  lakes  supply  a  great 
abundance  of  fish.  They  are  also  studded  with 
numerous  traps,  of  various  descriptions,  for  foxes, 
bean,  sahleSf  and  wolves  \  and  xhe  quantity  of  ani- 
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mala  of  the  chase  is  equal  to  the  demand.  There 
appeared  a  considerable  population,  and  many 
w^thy  knezes  or  princes,  who^  wherever  I  met 
theniy  were  kind  and  hospitable.  I  reached  Aldan 
the  fourth  day^  the  distance  being  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles ;  the  last  day's  journey  sixty. 
My  face  was  sufieni^  greatly  from  the  effects  of 
a  cold  wind. 

At  Aldan  I  staid  two  days,  while  horses  were 
procuring  for  the  post  which  I  was  accompanying ; 
but  finding  them  still  tardy,  1  made  the  prince  un- 
derstand, that  unless  I  had  them  next  morning,  we 
must  return  to  Yakutsk ;  and  the  better  to  persuade 
him  of  my  intention,  I  availed  myself  of  a  letter  in 
English  to  Mr  Minitsky,  the  contents  of  which 
really  were  to  thank  him  for  his  kindness  and  hos- 
pitality to  me,  but  which  I  represented  as  a  letter 
of  compkunt  against  the  Yakut  prince.  The  lat- 
ter took  it,  though  apparently  in  the  greatest  ap- 
prehension of  its  consequences,  and  actually  de- 
livered it  himself,  at  Yakutsk,  by  way  of  atone- 
ment. Mr  Minitsky  repeated  the  circumstance 
i^ion  my  return.  Poor  fellow  I  however  I  might 
torn  the  matter  for  my  own  benefit,  little  intention 
had  I  of  making  a  complaint,  where  indeed  there 
was  no  fault.  My  letter,  however,  had  the  effect 
of  procuring  horses  on  the  third  day,  and  we  de- 
parted in  high  glee,  as  the  same  beasts  were  to 
carry  us  to  Baralass,  distant  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  which  will  be  the  less  wonder^  when  it  is 
obeerved,  that  the  horses  go  loaded  with  two  hun- 
dred weight  from  Yakutsk  to  Kolyma,  and  back 
r'n,  through  roads  and  over  a  country  deemed 
ost  impassable.  So  tremendous  a  journey  is  it 
conudered,  and  so  difBcult  of  accomplishment  by 
one  and  the  same  house,  that  the  charge  ioi  ^9jc^ 
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animal  to  go  to  the  Kolyma,  is  more  than  eqoiva* 
lent  to  the  value  of  the  horse  at  Yakutsk.  Go- 
vernment pay  by  contract  for  each  load  to  the 
Kolyma,  ninety,  while  the  merchants  pay  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  roubles ;  for  the  return,  goveni- 
ment  pay  forty-five,  and  the  merchants  sixty,  nm- 
hies.  Upon  the  outward  journey  the  horse  carries 
from  two  hundred  and  forty  to  three  hundred; 
while  upon  the  return,  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  weight.  The  common  value  of  a 
horse  at  Yakutsk,  for  this  tpork,  is  from  seveD^- 
five  to  ninety  roubles ;  but  there  are  horses  whose 
owners  have  refused  from  six  to  ten  thousand  ron- 
hles  ; — a  prodigious  sum  in  this  part  of  the  woild. 
I  believe  there  are  not  many  instances  of  a  hone 
having  taken  two  loads,  and  returned  again  to 
Yakutsk  from  the  Kolyma,  and  no  instance  of  three 
loads.  This  is  no  depreciation  of  the  value  of  the 
Yakuti's  horses,  which  are  of  a  very  fine  though 
small  breed  ;  I  consider  their  powers  as  inferior  to 
none  of  their  own  size,  and  might  adduce,  as  in- 
stances of  it,  that  a  Yakut  will,  for  a  consid^nble 
wager,  ride  his  horse  from  two  hundred  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty  versts  in  twenty-four  hours.  I 
think  in  a  late  instance  three  hundred  versts,  equal 
to  one  hundred  and  seventy  miles,,  have  been  per* 
formed  by  one  horse  within  twenty-four  hours,  not 
by  any  violent  exertion,  but  by  regular  trotting, 
which  would  astonish  the  sporters  of  Old  England. 
Nor  is  a  Yakut  behind-hand  with  such  sporter  in 
betting ;  I  never  saw  a  people  with  more  spirit  of 
gambling  than  these,  who  are  otherwise  ignorant. 
The  very  contracts  which  the  Yakuti  make  with 
the  government  to  forward  on  their  stores  or  |H1>- 
visions,  are  often  lost  at  a  game  of  cards ;  that  is« 
ihe  money  to  be  paid  for  such  contract  is  put  in 
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opfposition  to  the  execution  of  it-^a  most  serious 
flifTerence. 

On  ^e  6th  of  November  I  crossed  the  Aldan, 
and  breakfasted  at  a  solitary  yourte  (at  ten  miles), 
completing  in  the  evening  thirty  miles,  where  we 
baited  in  a  cabin  about  ten  feet  square.  Had  it, 
however,  been  much  worse  or  smaller,  I  roust  have 
felt  thankful,,  for  I  had  been  severely  pinched  by 
the  effects  of  the  cold  and  the  wind  in  my  face. 
A  good  fire,  a  cup  of  tea,  and  a  sound  slumber, 
with  pleasant  dreams,  perfectly  refreshed  me  by 
the  ensuing  morning.  The  country  had  of  late 
been  level,  but  at  twenty  miles  I  became  enve- 
loped in  a  lofty  chain  of  moxmtains,  which  I  had 
been  for  some  time  gradually  ascending,  and  which 
are  called  the  Toukoulan  chain,  from  the  word 
Toukn,  which,  in  the  Yakut  language,  signifies 
^  noisy ;"  as  indeed  the  river  of  that  name  does  roar 
down  its  precipitous  banks.  In  the  same  chain 
also  the  Yana  has  its  source.  We  halted  for  the 
night  at  the  foot  of  a  mountainous  peak,  sheltered 
from  the  cold  north  wind  ;  and  as  this  was  the  first 
night  which  I  was  to  pass  in  the  open  air,  I  shall 
describe  the  manner  of  it,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
known  how  far  (contrary  to  my  calculations)  our 
situation  was  susceptible  even  of  comfort. 

The  first  thing  on  my  arrival  was  to  unload  the 
faoiBes,  loosen  their  saddles  or  pads,  take  the  bridle 
ont  of  their  mouths,  and  tie  them  to  a  tree  in  such 
a  manner  that  they  could  not  eat.  The  Yakuti 
then  with  their  axes  proceeded  to  fell  timber,  while 
I  and  the  Cossack,  with  our  lopatkas^  or  wooden 
spades,  cleared  away  the  snow,  which  was  general- 
ly a  conple  of  feet  deep.  We  then  spread  branches 
of  the  pine  tree,  to  fortify  us  from  the  damp  or  cold 
earth  beneath  us ;  a  good  fire  was  now  ftooii  T(v^<\e> 
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and  each  brlDglng  a  leathern  bag  from  the  bagg9ge» 
furnished  liimself  with  a  seat.  We  then  put  ihe 
kettle  on  the  fire,  and  soon  forgot  the  siiJOferiDgs 
of  the  day.  At  times  the  weather  was  so  cold 
that  we  were  almost  obliged  to  a'eep  into  the  fire ; 
and  as  I  was  much  worse  off  than  the  rest  of  the 
party  for  warm  clothing,  I  had  recourse  to  every 
stratagem  I  could  devise  to  keep  my  blood  in  cir- 
culation. It  was  barely  possible  to  keep  one  side 
of  the  body  from  freezing,  while  the  other  might 
be  said  to  be  roasting.  Upon  the  whole,  I  parsed 
the  night  tolerably  well,  although  I  was  obliged  to 
get  up  five  or  six  times  to  take  a  walk,  or  run  for 
the  benefit  of  my  feet.  While  thus  employed,  I 
discovered  that  the  Yakuti  had  drawn  the  fire  from 
our  side  to  theirs,  a  trick  which  I  determined  to 
counteract  the  following  night.  I  should  here 
observe,  that  it  is  the  custom  of  the  Yakuti  to  get 
to  leeward  of  the  fire,  and  then,  undressing  them- 
selves^ put  the  whole  of  their  clothes  as  a  shelter 
for  the  outer  side  of  their  bodies,  while  the  inner 
side  receives  a  thorough  roasting  from  exposure  to 
the  fire ;  this  plan  also  gives  them  the  benefit  of 
the  warmth  of  their  own  bodies.  The  thermome-> 
ter  during  the  day  had  ranged  from  20^  to  25% 
according  to  the  elevation  of  the  sun. 

The  following  day,  at  thirty  miles,  we  again 
halted  in  the  snow,  when  I  made  a  horse-shoe  fire, 
which  I  found  had  the  effect  I  desired,  of  keep- 
ing every  part  of  me  alike  warm,  and  I  actually 
slept  well  without  any  other  covering  than  my 
clothes  thrown  over  me,  whereas  before  I  had  (m- 
ly  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  if  I  waa  in  a 
freezing  state  with  one  half  of  my  body,  the  other 
was  meanwhile  roasting  to  make  amends.  On  the 
third  Djght  I  reached  the  foot  of  the  moantaiinoiiB 
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pass  which  mtj  be  said  to  lead  to  Northern  Si- 
beria. My  route  had  hitherto  lain  generally  on 
the  banks  of  the  Toukoulan,  which  runs  along  a 
picturesque  valley  on  the  western  range  of  the 
mountains,  and  is  well  wooded  with  fir,  larch,  and 
alder.  Upon  reaching  thus  far,  I  looked  up  at 
what  I  had  yet  to  perform,  and,  I  confess,  felt 
astonished,  not  at  the  height,  but  how  it  could  be 
practicable  to  get  up  a  slippery  and  almost  track- 
less road.  However  we  commenced,  and  mainly 
by  preferring  the  deep  snow,  as  I  uniformly  did, 
at  last  gained  the  summit,  but  not  without  great 
fisitigue ;  a  horse  could  not  carry  a  person  up  un- 
der a  considerable  time,  and  it  took  me  two  hours 
at  least.  We  sat  down,  my  Cossack  and  I,  to  gain 
breath  and  wait  for  the  Yakuti  with  the  baggage, 
in  the  mean  time  smoking  a  pipe ;  but  it  was  too 
cold  to  remain ;  we  therefore  prepared  to  descend. 
As  to  keeping  my  feet,  however,  that  was  impos- 
sible ;  I  therefore  lay  down,  and  slid  to  thie  bot- 
tom of  the  most  dangerous  part,  a  feat  for  which 
I  had  nearly  paid  dear,  by  coming  in  contact  with 
a  horse  which  had  taken  the  same  expeditious  mode 
of  descending.'  The  path  was  so  narrow,  that  one 
error  would  have  pitched  me  for  ever  into  the  abyss 
of  snow  beneath  ;  and,  although  not  deep,  would 
have  prevented  a  return,  unless  I  had  fortunately 
fallen  with  my  feet  downwards ;  the  half-frozen 
surface  of  the  snow  serving  in  some  manner  to 
bring  the  person  up ;  falling  on  one  side  I  found 
very  dangerous,  imless  somebody  was  near  to  ren- 
der assistance.  I  soon  reached  what  I  may  term 
a  charity  yourte,  being  erected  by  the  community 
in  general  for  the  accommodation  and  preservation 
of  travellers.  It  consists  of  a  twelve  feet  square 
rooiDy  with  a  small  anteroom  which  aetveH  ^  ^w 
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entry,  and  may  l>e  properly  termed  a  logf-lioii§e, 
having  no  window,  unless  a  large  opening  in  ihe 
roof  may  be  so  termed.  The  centre  is  left  to  form 
a  neat  hearth  or  fire-place,  on  the  same  level  u 
the  sleeping  places  round  it,  which  are  six  in  nnoH 
her,  and  about  eighteen  inches  off  the  ground, 
leaving  a  narrow  passage  between  the  hearth  and 
bed  places,  which  are  formed  of  earth,  boarded  ap 
and  planked  over ;  they  were  indeed  very  comfort- 
able cells.  Outside,  the  building  is  supported  and 
banked  up  with  snow,  and  the  roof  it  covered  with 
the  same  article,  no  fear  being  entertained  of  its 
ever  melting  during  the  travelling  season ;  the  oj^ 
inconvenience  is  from  the  smoke  not  having  a  free 
outlet,  unless  the  door  is  open,  which  makes  it  very 
cold,  and  otherwise  unpleasant. 

We  passed  a  tolerable  night,  in  company  with 
some  other  travellers  bound  to  Yakutsk,  and  next 
morning  resumed  our  journey  in  fine  weather ;  and 
in  this  way,  at  the  expiration  of  six  days,  we  reach" 
ed  Baralass^  alternately  sleeping  in  snow  or  in  an' 
uninhabited  yourte,  as  our  progi*ess  made  it  neces- 
sary. 

These  charity  yourtes  are  placed  at  an  incon- 
venient distance,  being  twenty-five  miles  asunder, 
too  great  in  bad  weather,  and  too  little  in  fine ; 
twelve  miles  would  be  preferable,  as  travellers 
would  then  always  have  a  comfortable  resting- 
place  at  one  or  the  other,  at  least  where  wood  is 
to  be  had.  The  country  over  which  I  had  come 
may  be  deemed  on  the  whole  very  picturesque^ 
the  road  lying  between  two  elevated  ranges  of 
mountains ;  the  valleys  exceedingly  well  wooded, 
gradually  diminishing  as  the  summit  is  approach- 
ed, where  nothing  but  the  purest  frozen  snow  is  to 
be  Been.     There  are  aW>  umumerable  valleysy 
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emaoatiDg  from  the  principal  one,  which  produce 
a  beautiful  effect,  besides  furnishing  fine  timber ; 
but  with  all  its  beauty  or  gi'andeur  of  scenery,  it 
is  dreary  and  desolate,  not  an  individual  dwelling 
in  the  whole  extent  from  Aldan  to  Baralass,  a 
distance  equal  to  half  the  length  of  England. 

I  was  civilly  and  hospitably  received  by  a  Yakut 
prince,  who  gave  me  a  supply  of  frozen  milk^  and 
we  resumed  oar  journey  to  Tabalak ;  we  made 
forty  miles  the  first  day,  by  a  good  road,  the  snow 
being  hard  frozen.  The  little  river  Sartan  runs 
along  the  valley,  and  unites  with  the  Yana.  1 
met  a  few  hunting  Yakuti^  armed  with  bows  and 
arrowsy  some  on  horseback,  and  others  on  foot. 
They  appear  an  extremely  civil  people.  The  fol- 
lowing day,  with  great  labour,  walking  and  riding 
alternately,  we  reached  forty  miles;  the  horses 
distressed,  and  the  guides  no  better ;  the  weather, 
snow  and  wind.  For  myself,  I  was  much  dis- 
heartenedy  but  I  felt  that  I  had  no  choice ;  go  I 
must,  for  return  I  would  not  had  things  been  ten 
times  worse.  The  third  was  the  coldest  day  I  had 
experienced,  the  thermometer  at  twenty-eight  and 
thirty  d^rees  below  the  freezing  point  of  Reau- 
mur, attended  with  some  snow.  We  passed  se- 
T&ctl  habitations  of  the  Yakuti,  who  invariably  of- 
fered US  a  lodging  and  provision  for  the  day ;  and 
always  appropriated  to  me  the  best  berth,  which 
is  in  that  comer  of  the  room  under  the  image,  and 
opposite  to  the  fire.  We  now  left  the  river  and 
valley  of  Sartan,  crossed  a  considerable  range  of 
hills  to  the  eastward,  and  entered  upon  an  open 
country,  where  we  got  over  more  easily,  the  path 
being  very  fair.  Passing  the  banks  of  the  Borou- 
laky  we  came  in  time  to  witness  the  result  of  one 
of  thdr  field-sports,  in  the  death  of  a  deer,  Nv\i\0[v 
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had  been  levelled  by  a  rifle-shot ;  of  course  I  hid 
the  most  luxurious  part  presented  to  me,  being  the 
marrow  of  the  fore-legs.  I  did  not  find  it  dii- 
agreeable,  though  eaten  raw  and  warm  from  life ; 
in  a  frozen  state  I  should  consider  it  a  great  deli- 
cacy. The  animal  was  the  size  of  a  good  calf) 
weighing  about  200  lbs. ;  such  a  quantity  ci  meat 
may  serve  four  or  five  good  Yakuti  for  a  single 
meal,  with  whom  it  is  ever  famine  or  leasty  glat- 
tony  or  starvation. 

We  reached  Tabalak  on  the  sixth  day  frt>m  Be- 
ralass,  the  latter  part  of  the  road  lying  on  the  Bo> 
roulak^  var3dng  from  excellent  to  execrable,  as  we 
changed  from  the  river  to  the  banks ;  the  distance 
is  two  hundred  and  thirty  miles*  It  is  not  badly 
peopled,  considering  the  access  to  it,  as  compared 
with  the  former  part  of  my  journey.  Here  we 
overtook  an  expedition  bound  to  the  river  Kolyma, 
for  the  purpose  of  discovery,  under  the  charge  of 
the  steersman.  It  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  loaded  horses,  apparently  in  a  sad  state  from 
being  too  heavily  laden.  Independent  of  the  ex- 
pedition, there  were  on  the  road  a  great  many  ped- 
lars bound  to  the  same  place,  to  be  ready  for  the 
fair  of  the  Tchuktchi.  What  will  not  avarice  or 
ambition  prompt  man  to  ?  But  I  am  not  the  per- 
son to  be  astonished,  who  am  voluntarily  travelting 
the  same  road,  without  necessity  or  occasion.  The 
journey  is  at  present  rendered  increasingly  labo- 
rious by  numerous  trees  which  have  fallen ;  whe- 
ther from  the  effects  of  wind,  the  force  of  the  wa- 
ters, or  natural  decay.  It  is  no  uncommon  things 
during  the  spring,  for  the  trees  which  have  beea 
left  by  the  winter's  blasts  or  summer  s  deluge,  to 
salute  the  traveller  in  passing,  at  least  if  he  should 

happen  to  step  upon  U\q  roots,  which  are  alnoi^ 
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^te  BtDftce  of  the  earth ;  so  perfectly 
be  wbole  country  nordi  of  60°  of  lati- 

lak  I  bad  a  pretty  good  specimen  of  the 
a  cbildj  whose  age  (as  I  nndentood 
eetsman,  who  spoke  some  Engliah  and 
i)  did  not  exceed  five  years.  1  had  ob- 
child  crawling  on  the  floor,  BUd  scrap- 
I  its  thumb  the  tallow- grease  which  fell 
ited  candle,  and  I  inquired  in  surprise 
proceeded  from  hunger  or  liking  of  the 
told  from  neither,  but  simply  from  the 
h  Yaknti  and  Tongouai  of  eating  when' 
i  food,  and  liever  permitting  any  thing 
eaten  to  be  lost.  I  gave  the  child  a 
e  of  the  most  impnre  tallow,  a  second, 
, — and  all  were  deroured  with  avidity, 
aan  ,tben  gave  him  seyeral  pounds  of 
butter;  this  also  he  immediately  con- 
tly  a  large  piece  of  yellow  soap; — all 
.me  road  ;  but  as  I  was  conriuced  that 
rould  continue  to  goi^  as  long  as  it 
re  any  thing,  I  begged  my  companion 
I  had  done. 

e  statement  of  what  a  man  can  or  will 
IS  to  quality  or  quantity,  I  am  afraid  it 
jnile  incredible ;  in  fact,  there  is  no- 
e  way  of  fish  or  meat,  from  whatever 
rever  putrid  or  unwholesome,  but  they 
with  impunity,  and  the  quantity  only 
what  they  have,  to  what  they  can  geU 
atedlyseen  a  YakutoraTongoose  de- 
pounds  of  meat  in  a  day.  The  effect 
trpable  upon  them,  for,  from  thin  and 
dug  men,  they  will  become  perfectly 
Tffeir  stomachs  tnmt  be  ^a«&\Vf 
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formed  from  ours,  or  it  would  be  imposftible  fOTthem 
to  drink  off  at  a  draughty  as  they  really  do,  their 
tea  and  soup  scalding  hot,  (so  hot,  at  least,  that  an 
European  would  have  difBculty  in  efen  nppiog  at 
it,)  without  the  least  inconvenience.  I  haye  seen 
three  of  these  gluttons  consume  a  rein-deer  at  one 
meal ;  nor  are  they  nice  as  to  the  choice  of  parts; 
nothing  -being  lost,  not  even  the  contents  of  the 
bowels,  which,  with  the  aid  of  fat  and  bloody  are 
converted  into  black  puddings. 

For  an  instance,  in  confirmation  of  iJm,  no 
doubt,  extraordinary  statement,  I  shall  refer  to  the 
voyages  of  the  Russian  admiral,  Saritcheff.  <'  No 
sooner,**  he  says,  <<  had  they  stopped  to  rest  or 
spend  the  night,  than  they  had  their  kettle  on  the 
fire,  which  they  never  left  until  they  pursued  their 
journey,  spending  the  intervals  for  rest  in  eating, 
and,  in  consequence  of  no  sleep,  were  drowsy  i3 
the  next  day."  The  admiral  also  says,  <<  That 
such  extraordinary  voracity  was  never  attended 
with  any  ill  effects,  although  they  made  a  practice 
of  devouring,  at  one  meal,  what  would  have  killed 
any  other  person.  The  labourers,"  the  admiral  says, 
'<  had  an  allowance  of  four  poods,  or  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  English  pounds,  of  fat,  and  seventy- 
two  pounds  of  rye  fiour,  yet  in  a  fortnight  they 
complained  of  having  nothing  to  eat.  Not  credit- 
ing the  fact,  the  Yakuti  said  that  one  of  them  vras 
accustomed  to  consume  at  home,  in  the  space  of  a 
day,  or  twenty-four  hours,  the  hind  quarter  efa 
large  ox,  twenty  pounds  offaty  and  a  praportumati 
quantity  ofmeUed  butter  for  his  drink.  The  appear- 
ance  of  the  man  not  justifying  the  assertion,  the 
admiral  had  a  mind  to  try  his  gormandizing  powers, 
and  for  that  purpose  he  had  a  thick  porridge  of  rice 
tolled  down  with  three  ]^uiids  of  batter,  weighing 
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ogetfaer  twenty-eig^t  pounds,  and  although  the 
luttoD  had  ahmdy  breakfastedy  yet  did  he  sit  down 
0  it  with  the  greatest  eagerness,  and  consumed  the 
rhole  without  stirring  from  the  spot ;  and,  except 
Iwt  his  stomach  betrayed  more  than  ordinary  ful- 
eSj  he  showed  no  sign  of  inconvenience  or  in- 
oy,  but  would  have  been  ready  to  renew  his 
Inttony  the  following  day/'  So  much  for  the  ad- 
mlj  on  the  truth  of  whose  account  I  place  per- 
ict  reliance. 

Tabalak  is  the  residence  of  a  corporal  of  the 
/OBsacks,  who  has  the  charge  of  the  post,  and  com- 
imds  over  the  surrounding  Yakuti.  He  is  mar- 
itd,  and  appears  to  live  here  with  tolerable  com- 
irt.  The  country  round  is  studded  with  lakes, 
rodndng  abundance  of  fine  fish.  I  staid  a  couple 
f  days  to  refresh  myself,  and,  on  the  22d  of  'No- 
ember,  I  resumed  my  journey.  The  weather  was 
ow  very  cold,  and  my  knees  became  exceedingly 
ainfnl,  from  sitting,  as  I  thought,  too  much  on 
orseback ;  consequently  I  walked  more,  in  spite 
f  the  fatigue,  going  over  fifteen  and  twenty  miles 
-day  on  foot,  and  always  in  those  places  where  it 
ras  difficult  for  the  horse  to  carry  me.  The  first 
ight  we  halted  on  the  banks  of  a  small  lake,  where 
MDOe  fish^men  were  hauling  their  nets,  although 
le  ice  was  twenty  inches  deep ;  of  course  I  be- 
ime  entitled  to  a  proportion  of  the  fish  caught^ — 
>  insure  which,  I  invariably  partook  of  the  fatigue. 
lel  who  will  make  his  appearance,  of  whatever 
ribe  or  religion  in  Siberia,  he  will  certainly  be  en- 
lUed  to  food  if  he  partakes  in  the  labour  of  catch- 
ig  it — I  do  not  know  a  more  humane  custom. 
M  plan  is  indeed  ingenious,  and  proves  that  *^  ne- 
eiai^  is  the  mother  of  invention."  Having  fixed 
pen  the  spot,  a  lai^  hole  is  made  in  tVie  mo^\. 
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distant  part  opposite  to  the  place  to  which  the  fish 
are  to  be  haaled,  and  then  holes  are  also  made 
from  it  on  each  side  circularly  towards  the  point 
where  the  fish  are  to  be  caught  2  the  distance  from 
hole  to  hole  about  fifteen  or  twenty  feet ;  the  whole 
of  the  net  is  then  let  down  the  first  opening,  as  are 
the  ropes  attached  to  the  hauling  of  it;  which  ropes 
are  fastened  to  a  long  pole,  which,  under  the  ice» 
conducts  the  ropes  from  hole  to  hole.  Both  ends 
are  taken  up  at  the  last  and  largest  opening,  and 
the  net  is  thus  hauled,  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  fish  are  caught.  The  following  figure  will  re- 
present the  plan,  the  size  and  distance  of  the  aper- 
tures being  proportioned  to  the  size  of  the  net  and 
length  of  the  ropes : — 


A,  representing  the  opening  where  the  net  is  first 
sunk  ;  B,  where  it  is  hauled  down  ;  the  other  open- 
ings, those  made  for  communication ;  and  the  space 
within  the  other  circle,  the  lake. 

We  halted  at  a  most  magnificent  range  of  moun« 
tains,  nmning  from  east  to  west-north-west,  with 
lofty  projecting  bluffs  and  terrific  precipices,  on 
lands  gently  rising  from  the  thickly  wooded  basis 
into  elevated  peaks  and  long  extents  of  table  lands, 
m  all  the  wild  variety  of  nature.  I  regretted  my 
laability  to  sketch  this  beouxS&oX  n\«w» 
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The  Fonte  lay  along  the  rirer  Tostak  twenty-five 
miles ;  then  croesmg  me  mountains  into  the  valley, 
and  on  to  the  river  Dogdoa,  now  deeply  hid  in 
nioWy  ajad  occasioning  great  labour  to  man  and 
hone.  We  were  frequently  obliged  to  halt  and 
dear  away  the  snow  with  our  spades,  to  enable  the 
animals  to  proceed,  at  other  times  to  unload  them, 
and  drag  the  bagg^age  for  two  or  three  himdred 
yards.  In  these  cases  all  distinctions  of  rank  are 
laid  aside,  every  person  assisting  and  taking  charge 
of  his  own  horse ;  the  only  difference,  a  very  slight 
one,  heing  in  favour  of  the  hindmost,  and  even  that 
was  regulated,  as  the  horses  must  take  their  turn 
to  lead,  though  the  riders  did  not.  When  free  from 
this  heavy  work,  we  were  almost  as  badly  off,  be- 
ing then  on  the  river,  the  state  of  which  absolute- 
ly prevented  the  progress  of  the  horses,  without 
first  chopping  up  the  ice  with  hatchets,  and  then 
carefully  leading  the  animals.  In  short,  such  was 
the  nature  of  our  road,  that  we  had  almost  to  cany 
the  horses  through  the  snow,  and  support  them  over 
ice  so  clear  and  slippery,  that  oil  poured  over  it 
could  not  have  made  it  worse.  With  all  the  assis- 
tance we  could  give,  and  even  with  that  which  we 
rendered  them  in  tying  cloths  under  their  feet,  as 
well  as  a  rope  above  their  fetlocks,  of  sufficient 
length  only  to  enable  them  to  make  short  steps  for- 
wara,  and  preventing  their  sliding  sideways,  it  was 
found  impossible  to  save  them  dreadful  falls  and 
heavy  strains ;  they  constantly  fell  groaning  under 
their  loads,  and  it  was  really  painful  even  to  witness 
their  sufferings.  Three  days  passed  in  this  manner, 
and  I  felt  that  if  ever  I  had  earned  my  coarse  fare,  it 
WW  during  that  period.  Two  horses  had  been  al- 
lotted to  me,  and  my  plan  was,  to  conduct  oui^  oi 
them  over  the  worst  part,  tie  him  to  a  ttee>  ^uOl 
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then  return  for  the  other — ^and  so  on.  The  Yaknti 
felt  grateful  for  the  willingness  with  which  I  took 
my  share  of  the  labour. 

The  next  part  of  our  road  lay  along  the  little 
rirers  Kabbregah,  Koudouronkui,  Rasobe^  andK»- 
men-da- Maslo ;  after  which,  leaving  the  momi- 
tainous  part,  we  got  upon  an  extensive  plain,  and 
reached  a  charity  yourte  very  late,  having  beeo 
obliged  to  abandon  one  of  the  horses.  I  was  now 
suffering  much  in  my  feet,  on  which  the  frozen  per- 
spiration bad  formed  blisters,  in  which  state  I  had 
also  to  encounter  water  even  upon  the  ice#  This, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  is  occasioned  by  the  intenseness 
of  the  frost  contracting  the  ice,  till,  in  the  end,  it 
divides  about  the  centre  ;  cold  being  of  so  peculiar 
a  quality,  as  in  the  first  place  to  expand,  and  nlti" 
mately  to  contract,  all  fluids  it  affects.  The  same 
observation  applies  to  the  ground,  which  cracks 
alike,  whether  from  the  effect  of  heat  or  cold ;  in- 
deed, so  powerful  is  the  congelation  of  water,  that 
it  even  splits  mountains  asunder — a  fact  which  b 
here  every  where  visible.  Many  of  these  moun- 
tains are  of  slate,  and  the  rest  appear  but  a  com- 
mon sort  of  rock  and  granite ;  but  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Kamen-da-Maslo,  there  is  produced  a  fossil 
or  an  earthy  substance,  called  in  Russian  Kamen- 
noye  Maslo,  or  stone  butter,  which  is  eaten  in  va^ 
rious  ways,  as  well  by  the  Russians  as  Tongousi — ^it 
is  of  a  yellowish  cream-colour,  and  not  unpleasant 
in  taste ;  but  it  is  forbidden,  as  pernicious  in  its  ef- 
fects, producing  various  disorders,  as  the  gravel,  &c. 

This  earthy  matter  is  found  to  be  a  fossil  or  salt, 
oozing  out  of  rocks  in  many  parts  of  Siberia,  but 
chiefly  from  those  near  the  river  Irtish  and  Yenis- 
sei.  When  it  is  exposed  to  the  air  in  dry  weather, 
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it  hardens,  but  in  wet  weather  it  again  becomei 
soft  or  ]iqaid. 

The  horses  requiring  much  rest  from  their  fa- 
tig^s,  we  did  not  depart  until  late.     The  inter- 
mediate time  I  consumed  in  yarious  employments, 
chiefly  by  contrasting  in  my  mind  the  populous 
dties  and  towns  I  had  left,  with  the  remote  and 
widely  distant  villages  I  now  meet,  and  <<  those  vast 
and  uncultivated  tracts,"  as  are  observed  by  Talley- 
nmdy  when  speaking  upon  society,  <<  traversed  ra- 
ther than  peopled  by  men  who  belong  to  no  nation. 
It  is  a  novel  spectacle  for  a  traveller  who,  taking 
his  departure  from  a  large  town  where  society  is 
perfected,  watches  every  degree  of  civilization  and 
industry  becoming  every  moment  weaker,  till  he 
arrives  in  a  few  days  at  the  clumsy  and  coarse  hut, 
constructed  with  the  trunks  of  fallen  trees.    Such 
a  journey  is  a  practical  analysis  of  the  origin  and 
progress  of  nations,  where  we  have  a  complicated 
aggregate  to  arrive  at  the  most  simple  elements : 
every  day  we  lose  sight  of  some  one  of  those  in- 
mentions  which  our  unceasing  wants  have  render- 
ed necessary,  and  seem  to  travel  backward  in  the 
istory  of  the  progress  of  the  human  mind.     If 
ich  a  spectacle  invites  the  imagination,  if  we  are 
flighted  to  find  in  space  what  alone  belongs  to 
ne,  we  must  be  content  to  see  very  few  social  ties 
long  those  men  who  appear  so  little  to  belong 
the  same  association,  so  little  to  possess  an  uni- 
mity  of  character."     These  ideas,  so  congenial 
h  my  own,  occupied  me  in  a  melancholy  mood, 
I  rose,  and,  looking  at  the  grandeur  of  the  sce- 
y,  reflected,  that  wherever  I  was,  the  same  Pro- 
mce  was  there  also. 

lie  extensive  chains  of  mountains  viewed  from 
ipot  where  I  write  this  are  truly  fine  •,  \Jac^  x\\^ 
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from  east-north-east  to  west-soath-weat ;  the  rirer 
Rasoka  rans  along  the  eastern  range,  and  is  TisiUe 
for  many  miles  within  the  two  ranges,  which  ap- 
pear to  have  heen  torn  asunder  by  some  eoDTolBion 
of  nature.  I  was,  however,  obliged  to  quit  the  scene, 
and  pursue  my  journey  over  a  country  agreeably 
dirersified  with  hill  and  dale, — ^the  path  lying  fint 
along  the  banks  of  the  Biekhall  land  then  of  dw 
Bludenaya,  where  I  halted  in  a  most  beantiifu]  and 
close  valley,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  lofty  and 
well-clothed  mountains. 

On  the  ninth  day  I  started  for  Zashiversk,  dis* 
tant  forty  miles,  the  first  twenty  of  which  was  by 
a  rising  path^  until  I  reached  the  greatest  elevation 
of  a  lofty  mountain,  with  some  peril  and  more  dif- 
ficulty. The  scene  reminded  me  of  my  journey 
across  the  sandy  hills  at  the  back  of  Vera  Cms, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  the  gale,  generally 
attending  both,  obscures  in  the  one  instance  the  at- 
mosphere with  sand,  and  in  the  other  with  snow ;  in 
both  no  traces  of  a  path  can  long  exist  if  there  be 
any  wind,  llie  snow  lay  from  four  to  six  feet  deep, 
and  our  situation  was  at  one  time  extremely  dan- 
gerous, being  completely  ignorant  which  way  to 
turn ;  not  the  smallest  vestige  of  verdure  was  to  be 
seen,  and  except  a  few  crosses  (another  resemblance 
to  Vera  Cruz),  which  were  sure  to  receive  the  of- 
fering of  the  Yakuti,  consisting  of  horse-hair  drawn 
from  the  tail  or  mane  of  horses,  in  token  of  their 
gratitude  for  safe  arrival  at  the  summit,  nothing  was 
visible.  By  good  fortune  and  perseverance,  we  at 
length  got  quit  of  this  desert  of  snow,  and  rapidly 
descended  the  north-east  side  of  the  hills,  enjo3ring 
the  magnificent  winter  scene  which  gradually  opens 
to  view.  I  soon  reached  the  banks  of  the  Chou- 
bouladab,  and  the  more  coT!»\dftt«&A<&G«laxdma,  and 
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then^  along  a  well-wooded  ralley,  gained  the  rapid 
Indigirka,  just  at  the  p6int  where  the  latter  fall8  in- 
to it ;  not  long  after  which  I  entered  the  town  of 
Zashiversk. 

Of  all  the  places  I  have  ever  seen,  hearing  the 
name  of  a  city  or  town^  this  is  the  most  dreary  and 
desolate  ;  my  blood  froze  within  me  as  I  beheld  and 
approached  the  place.  All  that  I  hare  seen  in  pas- 
sing rocky  or  snowy  sierras  or  passes  in  Spain,  in 
traversing  the  wastes  of  Canada,  or  in  crossing  the 
Cordilleras  or  Andes  of  North  America,  the  Py- 
renees or  the  Alps,  cannot  be  compared  with  the 
desolation  of  the  scene  around  me  I  The  first  con- 
siderable halting-place  from  Yakutsk,  the  half-way 
house,  is  nine  hundred  or  one  thousand  miles  re- 
moved from  a  civilized  place.  Such  a  spot  gives 
name  to  a  commissariat,  ^d  contains  seven  habi- 
tations of  the  most  miserable  kind,  inhabited  seve- 
rally by  two  clergymen^  each  separate^  a  non-com- 
missioned officer,  and  a  second  in  command ;  a 
postmaster,  a  merchant,  and  an  old  widow.  I  have, 
during  my  service  in  the  navy,  and  during  a  period 
when  seamen  were  scarce,  seen  a  merchant  ship 
with  sixteen  guns,  and  only  fifteen  men,  but  I  never 
before  saw  a  town  with  only  seven  inhabitants. 

The  distance  to  Zashiversk  from  Tabalak  is  two 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  throughout  the  whole  of 
which  there  is  not  a  single  inhabited  dwelling, 
and  but  eight  charity  yourtes.  The  weather  had, 
generally  speaking,  been  calm  and  mild,  seldom 
exceeding  25°  of  frost  of  Reaumur.  This  miser- 
able town  is,  however,  at  least  an  hospitable  place. 
It  is  seated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Indigirka, 
which  flows  with  great  rapidity,  and,  during  the 
summer^  carries  every  thing  before  it.  The  moun- 
tains, to  the  west  are  hold  and  bare,  pTod\ic\i\^Tv^ 
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thing  besides  a  few  dwarf  pines ;  these  mountains 
confine  the  river  for  forty  miles  farther  to  the  north, 
where  it  spreads,  and  forms  a  continuation  of  lakes 
until  it  enters  the  Icy  Sea. 

Fish  is  fine  and  most  abundant^  and  constitutes 
almost  the  only  support  of  the  numerous  inhabi- 
tantsw  There  is  not  a  blade  of  grass  near  the 
place^  and  no  horses  are  kept  nearer  than  thirty 
miles ;  so  that  there  is  no  little  difficulty  in  bring* 
ing  the  hay  which  maintains  a  couple  of  cows* 
The  planner  or  proposer  of  this  site  for  a  town 
might  deserve  punishment,  but  certainly  less  than 
that  of  being  made  its  perpetual  commander.  I, 
however,  remained  three  days,  living  in  a  state  of 
luxury  to  which  I  had,  of  late,  been  a  stranger. 
Hares,  wolves,  bears,  wild  rein-deer,  and  eUoi, 
which  abound  here,  wer^  my  ordinary  food ;  foxes, 
which  are  also  in  great  plenty,  are  also  sometimes 
used.  Bear  and  wolf  meat  I  found  good  when 
very  hungry ;  rein-deer  I  found  a  delicate  diet ;  but 
elk,  I  think,  surpasses  every  thing  I  have  tasted, 
having  all  the  nutriment  of  beef>  with  all  the  deli« 
cate  flavour  of  the  rein-deer. 

On  the  3d  of  December  I  quitted  the  toum  of 
Zashiversk,  not  ungrateful  for  the  hospitality  of  its 
poor  inhabitants,  who  had  supplied  me  with  plenty 
of  fish,  here  eaten  in  a  raw  state,  and  which  to  this 
hour  I  remember -as  the  greatest  delicacy  I  have 
ever  tasted.  Spite  of  our  prejudices,  there  is  no- 
thing to  be  compared  to  the  melting  of  raw  fish  in 
the  month;  oysters,  clotted  cream,  or  the  finest 
jelly  in  the  world  is  nothing  to  it ;  nor  is  it  only  a 
small  quantity  that  may  be  eaten  of  this  precious 
commodity.  I  myself  have  finished  a  whole  fishp 
which,  in  its  frozen  state,  might  have  weighed  two 
or  three  pounds,  and,  ^iK  black  biscuit^  and  a 
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of  rye-brandy,  hare  defied  either  uature  or 
I  prepare  a  better  meal.  It  is  cut  up  or 
d  into  slices  with  a  sharp  knife,  from  head  to 
md  thence  derives  the  name  of  stroganina ; 
nplete  the  luxury  only  salt  and  pepper  were 
Dg.  Having  charged  myself  with  a  leather 
f  these,  which  are  always  of  a  white  colour, 
enerally  of  the  sturgeon  kind,  I  resumed  my 
along  the  crystal  surface  of  the  Indigirka. 
ret  day's  journey  brought  me  more  acquaint* 
th  the  power  and  use  of  dogs,  although  I  have 
hem  in  London  drawing  a  poor  ssolor  who 
Mt  both  his  legs ;  here,  however,  water  or  ice, 
redwood,  travellers  and  their  goods,  and  every 
that  convenience  can  demand,  are  drawn  by 
domestic  animals. 

forty  miles  the  mountains  diverge  irom  the 
s  of  the  river  to  the  east-north-east  and 
lonth'West,  the  former  chain  going  towards 
olyroa,  and  the  latter  embanking  the  Yana ; 
rantry  between  them  a  vast  desert.  The 
ieth  day  we  had  passed  thirty  miles,  still  on 
laUow,  transparent,  and  slippery  Indigirka, 
gave  us  another  lesson  of  our  hard  work, 
islands  lay  in  the  river,  which^  during  the 
er,  present  a  scene  of  desolation  almost  in« 
tie,  from  the  effects  of  the  wonderful  over* 
ig  of  the  rivers.  In  journeying  along  the 
my  horse  twice  fell  under  me  upon  his  broad- 
fet  without  injury  to  me,  as  I  used  no  stir- 
my  feet  hanging  at  liberty  for  the  purpose  of 
Ig  the  horse's  sides  to  keep  them  warm.  My 
lying  north,  the  mountains  gradually  disap- 
1  as  I  entered  on  the  seemingly  boundless 
We  tarried  at  a  comfortable  clean  yourte^ 
•  I  was  reeled  with  excellent  cream  and  NiiXd 
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berries,  somewhat  similar  to  black  cnrrantSy  called 
here  broosnicka,  vaccinium  vids  idcea,  I  continmed 
over  a  flat  country,  and  lakes  communicatiDg  with 
one  another  by  small  streams,  suffering  much  at 
times  from  the  cold,  especially  in  the  knees,  which, 
although  not  sensibly  cold,  had  a  feeling  of  dead- 
ness  and  painful  fatigue^  which  I  could  not  account 
for,  till  a  pedlar  explained  to  me,  by  signs  and 
words,  that  if  I  did  not  alter  my  plan,  I  should  cer« 
tainly  lose  both  my  legs  above  the  knees.  They 
appeared  indeed  a  little  inflamed,  owing,  as  he  said, 
to  the  inadequate  protection  of  the  knee-joints, 
which,  on  horseback,  are  more  than  ordinanly'ez* 
posed,  all  the  defence  they  had  being  a  single  let' 
ther,  in  sometimes  30°  of  frost  of  Reaumur.  I 
considered  that  I  was  still  bound  to  the  northward, 
and  that  the  extreme  of  winter  had  not  yet  come 
upon  me,  and  therefore  thought  it  better  to  accept 
a  pair  of  souturee  (knee- preservers,  made  of  the 
skins  of  rein-deer*s  legs), "Which  he  very  kindly  of- 
fered. The  service  they  did  me  is  astonishing; 
from  that  moment  I  had  less  pain  and  more  heat, 
and  became  fully  satisfied  that  the  extremities  alone 
are  to  be  taken  care  of.  The  golden  rule,  which 
I  have  never  found  to  err,  is,  always  to  follow  the 
example  and  custom  of  the  natives^  whether  in  • 
hot,  cold,  or  temperate  clime,  they  ought  to  know 
what  is  most  necessary  or  proper. 

On  the  third  day  after  my  departure  from  Za« 
shiversk,  my  liquor  was  at  an  end  from  the  effects 
of  a  very  common  sort  of  leak ;  it  had  been  tapped 
too  often.  I  could  do  nothing  but  bull  the  bairely 
that  is,  put  a  little  water  into  it,  and  thus  preserve 
at  least  the  appearance  of  vodkey.  The  nights 
were  particularly  beautiful,  and  the  moon  was  vi- 
mble  daring  the  whole  IweiitY*^^  honrs.    My 
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ttjd  now  become  painful  from  the  effects  of 

ow  on  the  eye-lashes,  but  I  was  still  content, 

oved  f<Nrward  cheerfully  to  the  scene  of  my 

fttion.     On  the  sixth  day,  over  a  miserable 

the  fatigues  of  which  it  is  useless  to  repeat, 

ihed  a  miserable  abode,  whose  inhabitants 

II  a  state  of  actual  starvation,  completely  re- 

1  to  their  fate,  and  only  wishing  to  die.    Re- 

ranee  had  some  effect  in  rousing  them,  and 

tea  had  more,  for  they  determined  to  accom- 

18  to  the  next  post  station,  whose  inhabitants, 

instigation,  gave  them  a  part  of  their  own 

although  their  supply  of  the  wants  of  na- 

frugal  as  they  were,  but  scarce  supported 

iwn  lives."     Over  lakes,  and  through  low  fo- 

l  at  length  reached  the  summit  of  the  chaiu 

B  which  separate  the  commissariats  of  Zasbi- 

and  Kolyma ;  then,  descending  rapidly,  en- 

a  charity  yourte  twenty  miles  further.     I 

a  fire  already  lighted,  owing  to  the  conside- 

.ttention  and  orders  of  Baron  Wrangel,  who 

a  man  employed  here  until  the  whole  expe- 

bas  passed.    The  eighth  day  I  reached  Sor- 

iiree  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  Zashi- 

This  stage  was  accomplished  with  great 

dty,  owing  to  the  unusual  depth  of  the  snow» 

be  wretched  condition  of  the  horses ;  mine 

died.     The  late  high  winds  had  also  oblite- 

every  trace  of  the  path,  and  we  were  fre- 

ly  obliged  to  return  and  start  afi'esh,  sound* 

e  depth  of  the  snow  as  we  went.    At  length, 

rer,  we  arrived,  and  in  good  health,  although 

eather  was  now  become  very  severe. 

Sordak  there  is  a  post-house  and  a  corporal 

B  Cossacks,  with  a  few  other  yourtes  for  the 

ti,  who  cut  and  hiiDg  hay  and  fire-wooOL,«Sidi 
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£sh  and  hunt ;  in  short,  they  maintain  the  establishf 
ment  upon  the  terms  of  paying  no  yasack.  They 
also  accompany  the  post  and  other  trayellers,  and 
return  with  the  goyemroent  horses.  This  may 
serve,  therefore,  as  a  description  of  the  other  sta- 
tions, of  which  there  ai'e  hut  eight  in  the  wh<^ 
route  from  Yakutsk  to  the  Kolyma,  a  distance  of 
eighteen  hundred  miles.  The  country  round  Sor^ 
dak  is  low  and  marshy,  with  numerous  lakes  and 
much  fine  wood,  and  is  indeed  far  superior  to  that 
on  the  southern  side  of  the  hills.  The  under  of- 
ficer who  keeps  the  station,  is  grandson  of  the  ce- 
lehrated  Vladimir  Atlassof,  who  discovered,  and  in 
pait  conquered,  Kamtchatka.  He  entered  into  a 
history  of  his  adventures,  very  little  of  which  I  qb- 
derstood.  He  is  marked  by  a  vermilion  spot  on 
his  cheek,  and  subject  to  a  complaint  called  inera- 
chism,  which  will  be  hereafter  mentioned*  His 
present  occupation  appears  to  consist  in  forward* 
ing  a  quantity  of  youkola  and  frozen  fish  for  the 
assistance  of  the  expedition  at  the  Kolyma ;  he  is 
at  the  same  time  actually  making  a  complaint  to 
Baron  Wrangel,  of  the  people  under  his  command 
being  in  a  state  of  starvation  ;  in  spite  of  which,  be 
is  willing  to  sell  their  provisions.  Alas  f  what  will 
not  man  do,  even  in  the  most  remote  wilds,  for  the 
sake  of  lucre ! 

Among  the  guests  at  Sprdak  was  the  priest  of 
Sredne  Kolymsk,  or  Middle  Kolymsk,  who  had 
arrived  to  christen  some  infants,  as  well  as,  perhaps, 
to  drink  an  extra  allowance  of  spirits  ;  for  bis  re- 
verence informed  me,  that  the  glass  was  at  4S^  of 
frost  of  Reaumur,  (although,  I  suppose,  he  under* 
stood  as  little  of  a  thermometer  as  I  did  of  the 
Greek  mass,)  in  spite  of  the  fineness  of  the  day* 
ITie  em,  in  fact,  waa  V\d\A«)  «\tb»u^h  I  was  a  Kt- 
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»rth  of  the  Arctic  circle,  the  date  being  10th 
)  December ;  one  more  convincing  proof  bow 
I  hitherto  understood  the  reflective  or  refrac- 
ovrer  of  the  sun  in  arctic  latitudes.  This  cir- 
4ince  I  hope  will  have  some  weight  in  esta- 
dg  the  character  of  the  late  Mr  Heame,  who 
ardly,  in  his  dark  age,  be  supposed  to  have 
•tood  the  very  nice  calculations  which  appear 
oocapy  the  exertions  of  the  present  expedi-i 
;  Mr  Kenzie  may  be  found  equally  incorrect, 
I  having  made  an  allowance  for  a  modem  im« 
ment. 

.ving  well  refreshed  ourselves  with  the  flesh 
irolf  and  a  horse,  which  had,  the  day  before, 
t  each  other  to  death,  we  departed  on  the  14th 
xia  the  Kolyma.  The  first  night  we  put  up  at 
irte,  forty  miles,  encompassed  by  squajling 
len,  growling  and  howling  dogs,  and  a  scolding 
fiBonical  hostess.  There  wanted  only  a  smoky 
ley  to  render  it  complete.    Having  procured 

for  the  night,  on  the  morrow  we  departed, 
ot  before  1  had  got  into  a  scrape,  for  hanging 
vp  and  gloves  upon  the  pins  which  bear  the 
»  of  worship.  The  infuriated  woman  com- 
sd  to  the  Cossack  of  the  insult.  The  Cos- 
told  her  I  was  an  English  pope,  or  priest,  and 
[  was  privileged ;  the  length  of  my  locks,  as 
as  beard,  was  proof  positive,  and  thencefor«* 
I  was  called  the  English  priest, 
te  second  day  we  reached  a  large  and  neat 
e,  inhabited  by  two  aged  brothers  who  had 
He  Christians.  The  eldest  had  discarded  two 
I  wives  as  a  proof  of  his  faith,  although  the 
^  had  buried  three,  and  was  enjoying  hap- 
■  .with  a  fourth, — no  great  sign  of  bis  faith,  or 

attention  to  the  orders  o(  the  Greek  d\\tt(^> 
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which  only  permits  three  marriages.  Next  day  I 
crossed  the  Alazea,  a  considerable  river,  nmning 
into  the  Frozen  Ocean.  This  part  of  the  work! 
is  most  abundantly  rich  in  fish,  game,  and  cattle; 
and  the  few  inhabitants  upon  its  banks  live  exceed* 
ingly  well.  They  supplied  me  with  a  coaple  of 
geese,  with  ducks  and  frozen  fish,  which  is  ^  th6 
first  quality.  From  the  Alazea  I  kept  company 
with  a  pedlar,  half  Yakut  and  half  Russian.  I 
have  seen  several  of  this  mixed  breed ;  and,  al* 
though  their  parents  are  ordinary  in  appeanmce, 
I  have  hardly  ever  seen  the  children,  whether  male 
or  female,  otherwise  than  with  the  most  beantifiil 
skins,  and  pleasingly  formed  features.  They  have 
also  a  delicate  appearance,  which  adds  much  to  the 
general  interest. 

On  the  19th  December  I  reached  Sredne  Ko- 
lymsk,  being  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Sor- 
dak.  The  day  was  very  cold,  but  the  weather  was 
calm.  The  country  has  been  very  low,  but  I  am 
now  getting  into  the  vicinity  of  elevated  lands. 
Crossing  the  magnificent  stream,  I  shortly  reached 
the  town,  or  commissariat,  where  an  empty  bouse 
was  soon  provided  for  me ;  and  being  supplied 
with  firing,  attendants,  and  provisions,  I  regaled 
myself,  through  the  kindness  of  the  commissinry; 
and,  in  short,  remained  nearly  five  days,  owing  to 
their  inability  to  supply  me  with  a  fresh  Cossack. 
The  interval  was  employed  in  walking  about,  ma- 
king observations,  and  compiling  this  narrative. 

The  priest  having,  with  the  commissary  and 
principal  people  of  the  place,  paid  me  a  visit,  the 
former  entered  my  habitation,  crossing  himself,  bb 
is  customary;  then  advancing  to  me,  who  stood 
offering  him  my  hand  in  the  English  style,  I  was 
honoured  with  his  blessing,  which  I  acknowledged 
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chaDge  of  the  complimeiit.  The  old  gen- 
stfcated  in  astonishment,  and,  demanding 
what  I  was,  my  Cossaek  answered  I  was 
sh  priest ;  upon  which  the  reverend  gen- 
ibaerved  he  was  in  error,  as  one  priest 
t  give  a  benediction  to  another.  He  then 
nds,  and  expressed  his  friendship  for  me* 
instance  of  the  effects  of  my  beard,  and 
ralne  to  me,  though  less  to  the  priests  of 
irose  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Yakuti 

0  me  frequently  with  the  right  hand  open, 
Knrted  by  the  left,  which  I  interpreted  in- 
dng  of  alms,  and  accordingly  gave  them 
g  to  eat.  This,  however,  they  evidently 
and  still  <^ntinded  their  supplicating  pos- 

[y  Cossack  afterwards  gave  me  to  under- 
it  I  was  mistaken,  for  that  they  were  beg- 
essing.  I  therefore  determined  to  satisfy 
Yakut  who  appeared  during  one  of  my 
along  the  river ;  and  when  a  well-dressed 
nez,  or  prince,  demanded  my  blessing  in 

1  gave  it  to  him  in  the  Russian  style,  as 
0  his  family.  When  I  left  them,  the  prince 

unload  a  souma,  or  leathern  bag,  and  fol- 
ic, kissed  my  hand,  and  insisted  upon  my 
;  a  couple  of  sables ;  nor  could  all  my  en- 
nduce  him  to  take  them  back,  that  being 
sd  the  greatest  insult ;  nor,  indeed,  will  any 
e  received  for  a  religious  offering  on  the 
terwards  a  little  tobacco,  a  knife,  or  flint 
1,  is  considered  an  acceptable  present, 
e  Kolymsk  stands  upon  the  left  bank  of 
rma,  and  is  the  residence  of  the  commia- 

secretary,  and  a  few  attending  Cossacks, 
re  also  about  twelve  or  fifteen  inhabited 
;«,  containing  about  one  hundred  ^^oi^X^  \ 

s2 
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though  with  its  outhonseci,  baths,  &c.  it  has  the 
appearance  of  a  large  village.  Its  central  position 
is  the  principal  reason  of  its  adoption  as  the  re^ 
sidence  of  the  commissary ;  producing  immense 
quantities  of  superior  fish,  serving  equally  for  thdr 
own  consumption  and  that  of  their  dogs,  which  are 
numerous,  it  is  also  eligible. 

With  a  poor  hobbydehoy  fellow,  in  lieu  of  my 
faithful  and  affectionate  Cossack  Peter  Trechekoff, 
I  departed  on  Christmas  day,  in  spite  of  the  re- 
monstrances and  invitation  of  the  commissary  te 
pass  the  holidays  with  him,  and,  directing  my  route 
along  the  river  Kolyma,  could  not  repress  an  in- 
clination to  melancholy,  and  a  feeling  of  the  lone- 
liness of  my  situation.  I  felt  that  all  my  sorrowB 
were  yet  to  come,  and  that  my  difficulties  had 
-hardly  begun.  Yet  my  determination  was  firniy 
had  appearances  been  ten  times  worse. 

At  twenty  miles  I  visited  an  old  Yakut  prince^ 
upwards  of  ninety  years  old^  in  the  perfect  enjoy- 
ment of  all  his  faculties.  He  was  a  companion 
and  acquaintance  of  the  unfortunate  Shallaouroft 
in  the  year  1764,  then  fifty- six  years  ago,  when 
that  adventurous  person  completed  two  expedi- 
tions to  the  Frozen  Sea,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
perished  in  the  third.  I  inquired  of  the  old  man 
respecting  Billings  and  his  party ;  he  said  that  was 
as  yesterday.  He  has  a  comfortable  dwelling,  and 
is  in  good  circumstances,  though  he  told  me  a  sub- 
sistence by  the  chase  seems  very  precarious  now- 
a-days,  as  most  of  the  animals,  especially  the  rein* 
deer  and  elks,  have  been  driven  to  the  north  and 
east. 

Here  I  quitted  the  river,  and  then  over  a  flat 

country,  abounding  in  lakes  and  low  brush-wood, 

completed  forty  miles ;  the  weather  was  ezceedr 
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inglycMf  the  themiometer  n^er  being  above  35^ 
of  Reaumiir.  The  hills  to  the  east  had  gradually 
disappeared,  and  the  following  day  we  reached 
fifty  miles  by  a  good  path,  and  comparatively  little 
iiiiigne.  ' 

The  third  day  I  made  thirty,  and  the  fonrth  day 
forty  miles,  mostly  along  the  river,  and  through 
and  oyer  broken  ice^  which  made  the  journey  very 
tedious,  starting  early  and  arriving  late.  The 
habitations  in  this  district,  whether  peopled  or  not, 
are  much  inore  comfortable  than  in  the  others,  and 
it -is  but  justice  to  the  people  also  to  say,  that  they 
are  cleaner  and  better  clothed.  On  the  fifth  day 
1  started  at  one  in  the  morning,  and  reached  sixty 
miles,  the  g^atest  journey  I  had  made  in  one  day, 
in  35^  or  36^  of  frost.  I  was  obliged  from  the 
cold  to  dismount  at  least  twenty  or  thirty  times, 
to  take  a  run  for  mere  self-preservation.  At  forty 
miles,  at  three  in  thd  afternoon,  we  drank  tea  in  a 
bush,  and  at  eight  or  nine  in  the  evening  reached 
the  station  called  Malone,  exceedingly  fatigued. 
I  somi  recovered,  however,  through  the  kindness 
of  a  venerable  Russian  merchant  who  happened 
also  to  be  travelling  and  trading  that  way,  though 
nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  sixty  of  which  he  had 
passed  in  Siberia,  and  twenty  in  Archangel.  His 
present  voyage,  in  his  latter  days,  appears  to  have 
been  a  losing  one,  arising  from  the  circumstance 
that  the  paper  currency  has  been  recently  changed 
at  the  capitals,  with  only  a  short  warning  to  this 
distant  point,  where  the  new  issue  has  not  yet  ar- 
rived. The  pedlars  of  this  place  are  thus  thrown 
out  of  every  means  of  earning  a  profit  with  money 
for  another  year,  while  the  chances  to  the  com- 
misaaries  and  other  civil  official  traders  are  pro- 
portionably  increased— >anJess  at  the  sacn&CA  <A 
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20  and  25  per  cent  to  those  persons  wLose  fnne* 
tions  ought  to  restrain  sueh  a  proceeding.  The 
old  merchant  was,  however,  still  able  to  give  me 
tea  and  a  glass  of  com  spirits,  mj  own  having  been 
long  since  consumed,  with  every  other  species  of 
provision.  I  contrived,  however,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  the  people,  always  to  have  plenty  of  fish, 
which  was  generally  roy  principal  food,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  game  which  was  offered  to  me,  but 
which  I  much  disliked. 

At  Malone  the  track  for  horses  is  in  genenl 
finished,  though  they  do  sometimes  go  as  for  as 
Nishney  Kolymsk,  and  even  to  the  Frozen  Sea^ 
in  search  of  sea-horse  and  mammoth's  tusks.    1 
was  now  provided  with  thirteen  dogs  and  a  driver, 
and  a  vehicle  covered  over  with  a  sort  of  frame 
and  oil- cloth,  to  keep  out  the  cold,  as  it  was  thot^t 
too  great  for  me  to  withstand.     A  bear  skin  taid 
warm  blanket  and  pillow  were  also  placed  in  it, 
in  such  a  manner  that  I  might  lie  down,  be  warm, 
and  sleep  at  my  pleasure.    I  got  in,  and  it  was 
closed  after  me ;  not  a  breath  of  air  could  enter ; 
80  that,  notwithstanding  the  intense  cold  prevailing 
on  the  outside,  I  was  obliged  to  make  my  escape 
from  the  suffocation  within,  by  taking  out  my 
knife,  and  cutting  a  way  through  to  gain  fresh  air. 
I  have  seldom  been  so  sick  or  so  angry :  and  baring 
my  head,  neck,  and  breast  to  the  cold,  and  pitch 
ing  the  covering  into  the  snow,  in  this  expose 
state  I  resumed  the  journey.    The  dogs  ran  wd 
but,  from  the  effects  of  the  severe  cold,  they  we 
compelled  to  rest  a  few  minutes  at  every  four  mil' 
besides  at  other  times,  as  often  as  was  necessary 
let  me  have  my  run.    Indeed,  the  want  of  es 
cise  cruelly  afflicted  me.    I  never  was  so  distr 
ed  from  the  cold ;  the  half-hour  stages  bet 
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every  three  or  ftwr  miles  were  sufficient  to  freeze 
and  fret  my  face  desperately ;  and  it  then  required 
no  little  self-command  to  be  able  to  resume  the 
exercise  so  necessary  to  counteract  it.  Sometimes 
I  found  myself  so  drowsy,  that  the  driver  deemed 
it  necessary  to  use  all  his  exertions  to  rouse  me. 
He  behaved  with  great  kindness,  and  has  secured 
my  grateful  recollection. 

We  reached  fifty-five  miles  with  the  same  dogs, 
and  put  up  for  the  night  at  a  Yukagir  hut.  Re- 
sumed next  morning,  with  increased  cold,  though 
calm  weather,  and  reached  Nishney  Kolymsk  at 
noon,  amid  42^  of  frost,  according  to  many  spirit 
thermometers  of  Baron  Wrangel's,  on  the  last  day 
of  December,  1820,  after  a  most  tedious,  laborious, 
and  to  me  perilous,  journey  of  sixty-one  days, 
twenty  of  which  were  passed  in  the  snow,  without 
even  die  comfort  of  a  blanket — a  great  oversight, 
I  will  not  call  it  fault,  of  my  worthy  friend  Mr 
Minitsky ;  nor  had  I  even  a  second  coat,  or  parka, 
nor  even  a  second  pair  of  boots,  and  less  clothing 
than  even  the  guides  and  attendants  of  the  poorest 
class.  I  could  not  therefore  but  feel  grateful  for 
my  safe  arrival  at  such  a  season  of  the  year,  in 
such  intense  cold,  and  with  only  the  upper  part  of 
my  nose  between  the  eyes  at  all  injured.  Had  I 
not  received  the  knee-preservers,  I  believe  I  never 
should  have  arrived  safe,  unless  by  walking  the 
vdiole  distance ;  for  when  once  the  knees  are  ]^*08t- 
bitten  (mine  only  complained)  in  a  serious  man- 
ner, adieu  alike  to  them  and  life  I 

I  met,  at  Nbhney  Kolymsk,  the  Baron  Wrangel, 
and  his  companion^  Mr  Matiushkin,  a  midshipman. 
It  was  the  last  day  of  the  old  year,  and  in  the 
present  enjoyment  of  a  moderate  meal,  a  hearty 
welcome^  and  excellent  friends,  I  soon  foT^ol  \)^^ 


■* 
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past,  and  felt  little  concern  for  the  fatare.  Quar* 
ters  were  appropriated  nud  in  the  baron's  own 
house ;  and  with  him,  on  the  shores  of  the  Frozen 
Sea,  I  enjoyed  health  and  every  comfort  I  could 
desire. 


I 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Nishney  Kolymsk — Ostrovnaya  Fortress — Description  of 
the  Fair  held  there  with  the  Tchuktchi  tribe — Observa- 
tions  on  that  People,  and  on  Baron  Wrange^s  Expedi- 
tion. 

On  tbe  morning  after  my  arrival  at  Nishney 
Kolymsk,  and  while  at  breakfast,  I  received,  as  a 
new  year's  gift,  a  couple  of  large  fish  in  a  frozen 
state,  weighing  each  five  or  six  poods,  or  about 
two  hundred  pounds  weight.  I  inquired  for  what 
they  were  intended,  and  learned,  that  I  could  not 
be  supposed  to  have  brought  fish  with  me  for  sub- 
sistence ;  and  that,  as  the  season  had  already  pass- 
ed for  laying  iu  a  stock,  the  inhabitants  of  course 
knew  that  I  must  be  in  want.  During  the  fore- 
noon I  also  received  a  parka,  or  leather  frock,  to 
be  worn  during  my  stay  in  the  Kolyma.  It  was 
a  handsome  one,  moimted  with  sables  and  martins. 
To  these  were  added  trowsers,  cap,  boots,  and 
leather  hose ;  in  short,  every  article  of  dress  that 
could  be  desired,  and  sufficient  to  have  served  me 
at  least  a  twelvemonth.  Besides  these  articles,  I 
was  also  provided  with  a  bear's  skin  for  a  bed,  and 
a  leather  covering  for  a  blanket,  lined  with  hares' 
skins.  Gloves  were  supplied  me  through  the  care 
of  the  ladies ;  and  Baron  Wrangel,  at  whose  house 
I  lodged^  crowned  these  benevolences,  be6ivd<^^  Ykv^ 
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ral  kindness,  in  making  my  situation  aUsolnte- 

nviable,  by  fitting  me  with  a  complete  suit  of 

dress  of  the  country,  to  be  used  if  necessary, 

retained  as  a  sample  of  the  costume  in  those 

rthern  parts.     By  these  kind  and  considerate 

pplies,  both  of  provisions  and  dress,  I  was  ep- 

>Ied  to  take  my  daily  exercise  with  impunity,  and 

3nld  not  help  recalling  to  mind  the  words  of  Prior, 

/hich  were  fully  realized  in  my  case : —      ' 

If  any  nation  pass  their  destinM  days 
Beneath  the  neighboring  8un*s  directer  rays  ; 
If  any  suffer,  on  the  Polish  coast, 
The  rage  of  Arctos  and  eternal  frost ; 
May  not  the  pleasure  of  Omnipotence 
To  each  of  these  some  secret  good  dispense  ? 

Baron  WrangeFs  expedition  I  found  in  a  state 
of  much  forwardness,  great  exertions  haying  been 
used  in  collecting  dogs  and  drivers,  and  proviaions, 
as  well  as  in  making  new  nartes,  or  sledges.    I 
learned  that  it  would  depart  from  the  Kolyma  in 
the  month  of  March,  in  two  divisions, — one  having 
for  its  object  the  solution  of  the  question  regard- 
ing the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  north-east 
cape  of  Asia ;  and  the  other,  a  journey  due  nortl' 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Kolyma,  in  search  of  a  res 
or  supposed  continent,  or  rather  the  continuatio 
of  Asia  to  where  it  was  imagined  by  some  to  jo 
the  continent  of  America.     I  did  not  hesitate 
volunteer  my  services  ;  but  in  consequence  of  i 
being  a  foreigner,  I  found  my  offer  could  not 
accepted  without  special  permission  from  the 
vemment.     I  therefore  made  up  my  mind  to 
out  for  the  fair  of  the  Tchuktchi,  and  to  try 

fortune  in  getting  a  passage  through  their  c 
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id  BO  to  oroM  over  Behring's  Straits  for  Ame- 


ring  the  months  of  January  and  February 
sue  TBrioiisly  employed,  as  the  nature  of  the  |j 

er  would  allow,  passing  the  time  agreeably  and  |j 

y  enough.     Among  other  things,  I  brought  j- 

'  journal,  and  worked  some  observations  for 
atudes  and  longitudes  of  Nishney  Kolymsk. 
also  placed  at  my  disposal  some  interesting 
es,  which  Baron  Wrangel  had  brought  with 
Sometimes  we  joined  in  the  amusements  of 
tives,  and  visited  them  in  their  feasts,  which 
ry  numerous,  and  at  which  there  is  a  great 
option  of  liquor.  The  ice  mountain  was  of 
one  of  our  amusements,  and  our  ti^e  was 
m  hanging  heavy.  I  descended  it  daily  du- 
16  fites  with  one  and  sometimes  two  young 
n  my  knees,  who  expressed  no  fear  in  trust- 
enselves  with  a  novice.  Our  conversation 
Inefly  relative  to  the  expedition ;  each  per^- 
id  something  to  recommend,  either  for  im- 
te  benefit  or  as  a  future  precaution  ;  among 
y  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  propose  some 
which  appeared  and  proved  of  service  to 
qiedition,  and  which  were  either  adopted 
iitrred  upon  by  the  Baron.  I  have  seldom 
.  young  man  better  qualified  for  the  task  im* 
upon  him,  or  one  who  possessed  a  more 
lie  irenius.     For  his  kindness  to  me  I  must 
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Forty  degrees  of  frost  of  Reaumur  never  appeared 
to  affect  us  in  calm  weather  so  much  as  ten  or 
fifteen  during  the  time  of  a  breeze  I  yet,  to  witness 
the  aurora  borealis,  I  have  repeatedly  quitted  my 
bed  in  those  extremes  of  cold,  without  shoes  or 
stockings,  and  with  no  dress  on  but  a  parka,  or 
frocks 

To  prove  that  I  do  not  magnify  the  extremes  of 
cold  in  that  part  of  the  world,  I  beg  to  refer  to  Mr 
Sauer's  account  of  Billings's  expedition,  and  the 
present  Admiral  SaritchefTs  account  of  the  same, 
when  43^  of  Reaumur,  or  74^  of  Fahrenheit,  wen 
repeatedly  known.  I  will,  also,  add  my  testimooy 
horn  experience,  to  the  extent  of  42°.  I  have  also 
seen  the  minute-book  of  a  gentleman  at  Yakutsk, 
where  47^  of  Reaumur  were  registered,  equal  to 
84^  of  Fahrenheit.  There  canf  indeed,  be  but  fit- 
tie  doubt  that  the  local  situation  of  the  Kolyma,  borr 
dering  on  the  latitude  of  70^,  and  almost  the  most 
easterly  part  of  the  continent  of  Asia,  is  a  colder 
one  than  Melville  Island,  or  the  centre  of  the 
American  Polar  coast.  Okotsk,  Idgiga,  Yakutsk, 
Tomsk,  and  Tobolsk,  are  considered  equally  cold 
and  exposed  as  the  mouths  of  the  Lena,  Yana,  or 
Kolyma.  Even  Irkutsk,  about  the  latitude  of  Lonr 
don,  has  yearly  a  frost  of  40^  of  Reaumur,  or  58^ 
below  the  zero  of  Fahrenheit ;  yet  the  utmost  de- 
gree of  cold  that  I  have  observed,  I  have  never 
known  attended  by  that  crackling  noise  of  the 
breath  which  has  been  related,  nor  with  those  other 
strange  sensations  which  some  have  described; 
though  I  have  seen  axes  split  to  pieces,  and  wit- 
nessed the  ill  effects  of  touching  iron,  glass,  or 
crockery,  with  the  naked  skin,  which  will  infallibly 
adhere  to  it.  However,  I  soon  had  reaaon  to  oon- 
zuder  the  coldest  day  a&  tVie  &iQ&t)  because  h 


J  five  miles  long^  and  opposite  to  the  jane- 
f  the  river  Aniuy.     Formerly  the  town  was  '.\ 

miles  lower  down,  hut  the  bleakness  of  the  -I 

ODy  and  its  consequent  exposure  to  the  north- 
asts^  induced  its  removal  to  the  present  site, 
it  is  protected  from  them  by  a  range  of 
The  island  is  covered  only  with  low  bmsh- 
bat  receives  fine  timber,  which  is  floated  \ 

the  river.  No  cultivation  can  of  course  be 
ted  in  a  climate  wherein  scarcely  a  blade  of 
is  to  be  seen ;  the  horses,  which  do  some- 
tarry  in  its  vicinity  for  a  few  days,  feeding 
the  tops,  stumps,  and  bark  of  the  bushes,  or 
the  moss.  The  inhabitants  manage^  notwith- 
ng,  with  great  labour,  to  feed  a  couple  of 
;  though  to  do  this  they  are  obliged  to  bring 
ly  eighty  miles.  They  are  mostly  Cossacksy 
balf-a-dozen  pedlars,  and  three  priests,  the 
of  whom  cany  on  some  traffic.  These  re- 
1  traders  seem  to  have  adopted  the  practice 
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being  reported  by  one  another.  Baron  Wrangel, 
however  acceptable  he  deemed  the  extra  masses, 
insisted  upon  the  observance  of  religious  wordiip 
every  Sunday. 

The  occupation  of  people  in  this  part  of  the 
world  naturally  depends  upon  the  season.  Laying 
in  wood  for  fire,  hunting,  and  trading,  are  the  win- 
ter occupations ;  while  fishing  and  fowling  are  •!• 
most  the  exclusive  employment  in  spring  and  au- 
tumn :  summer  is  generally  the  building  time,  the 
wood  for  which  is  floated  down  the  Kolyma  from 
Sredne  Kolymsk.  The  women  embroider  gloves, 
caps,  boots,  shoes,  and  various  things  in  a  nest 
manner.  Farther  on,  to  the  southward,  they  also 
attend  to  the  breeding  of  cattle.  Fishing  may, 
however,  be  termed  the  grand  concern,  emplojriag} 
as  it  does,  alike  men,  women,  children,  and  dogs. 

The  quantity  of  fish  caught  is  prodigious,  as  will 
be  inferred  from  the  following  accoimt.  From 
Nishney  Kolymsk  to  Malone  is  a  distance  of  eighty 
miles ;  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  two  places 
may  be  six  himdred,  and  these  consume  neariy  two 
million  poimds  of  fish.  Now,  allowing  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  families  to  represent  the  six  hun- 
dred individuals,  it  follows  that  each  family  receives 
a  portion  of  about  fifteen  thousand  pounds  d  fish 
annually,  or  forty  poimds  a-day.  Nor  is  such  a 
quantity  by  any  means  too  large,  considering  the 
number  of  dogs,  which  are  generally  allowed  each 
ten  herrings  a-day,  at  least  dming  the  period  of 
work.  In  the  distance  above  alluded  to,  there  may 
be  about  eight  hundred  dogs,  which  consume  alNMre 
four  thousand  poimds  of  fish  daily,  during  half  the 
year :  the  other  half  they  prowl  about  on  the  beaks 
of  the  river  and  lakes,  and  by  their  sagadty  pro- 
vide  their  own  subsuitonfie.    Ins^sM^^were  it  aot 


3  fish  caught  in  the  river  Kolyma  are  of  va- 
kinds,  but  most  of  them  I  can  only  denote  by 
lative  names,  as  the  nailma,  moksou,  osioter, 
argeon  :  the  salmon  is  fine  and  plentiful,  and 
erlett  delicious ;  from  the  roe  of  the  last  is 
the  black  caviar ;  but  herrings  are  the  most 
ant  of  all.  The  sturgeon  is  converted  into 
tlsy  or  dried  fish,  for  the  inhabitants,  while 
m  is  similarly  prepared  for  the  dogs ;  the 
kinds  are  generally  boiled  or  eaten  raw  by 
nd  dogs ;  the  former  is  deemed  a  most  ex- 
«  plan.  The  species  of  fish  allotted  to'  the 
are  only  in  cases  of  great  necessity  consumed 
»  men ;  such  for  instance  was  the  case  be- 
tbe  years  1812  and  1819,  when  a  famine 
led  to  so  alarming  a  degree,  that  the  poor 
obliged  to  eat  the  dogs  as  they  died,  although, 
ir  credit  be  it  recorded,  they  never,  even  in 
circumstances,  killed  them.  Indeed,  these 
d  animals  constitute  the  neatest  part  of  their 


R 
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Formerly,  this  part  of  the  world  was  highly  pio-^ 
ductive  in  furs,  the  Emperor  receiying  a  tenth  of 
each  sort,  which  has  at  times  amounted  to  as  maay 
as  five  thousand  sables ;  but  now-a-days  less  than 
so  many  hundreds,  a  quantity  barely  sufficient  to 
pay  the  yasack.  The  shores  of  the  Icy  Sea  are 
still  much  frequented  by  the  white,  blue,  and  red 
fox,  and  near  ^e  woods  valuable  sables  are  still  to 
be  met  with.  In  the  rivers  the  vidra,  or  river 
otter,  is  in  much  estimation.  Upon  the  i^k, 
however,  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants  look  to  the 
Tchuktchi  for  their  winter  clothing  and  most  va** 
luable  fur  trade.  The  animals  of  the  chase  seen 
to  have  been  forced  from  the  central  to  the  extreme 
parts  of  Siberia,  and  thus  the  elks,  rein-deer,  and 
argali,  or  wild  sheep,  are  but  rarely  met  with  ia 
the  commissariat ;  they  are  now  more  within  the 
reach  of  the  few  Yukagire  descendants  who  fine 
the  banks  of  the  two  Aniuys,  and  chase  those  ani* 
mals  beyond  the  frontiers.  Grame  of  the  feathcnd 
kind  is,  nevertheless,  highly  abundant,  such  as 
swans,  geese,  ducks,  woodcocks,  bustards,  and  par- 
tridges ;  but,  as  in  the  case  of  the  wild  animals,  the 
inhabitants  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  meens  to 
look  after  them.  Could  they  be  supplied  with  salt, 
or  could  salt  works  be  established  here,  no  spoi  in 
the  world  would  be  better  supplied  with  food  thta 
the  Kolyma ; — whereas,  at  present,  should  they  be 
so  fortunate  as  to  take  two  or  three  years'  fish  da- 
ring one  season,  it  must  all  be  converted  to  yoo- 
kola ;  and  in  the  second  summer  it  turns  sour  and 
becomes  maggoty,  so  as  scarcely  to  be  fit  even  fior 
the  dogs  to  eat. 

With  respect  to  the  salubrity  of  the  town  and 
district  of  Kolyma,  I  fear  it  cannot  be  highly  ex- 
tolled^  being  8ub3ect  to  the  ravages  of  many  dis^ 
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•BKMig  which  the  leprosy,  apoplexy,  yene« 
ial^  and  scairy  are  the  most  dangerous.    The  lat- 
sr  alone  appears,  by  the  inhabitants,  to  be  sus- 
eptible  of  core,  which  is  by  the  consumption  of 
iw  fish  during  the  winter:  in  the  summer  the 
jfease  never  foils  to  abate  with  the  arrival  of  fresh 
ih.    I  always  ate  of  raw  fish,  as  well  from  choice, 
I  from  a  wish  to  conform  to  the  manners  and  cus- 
ims  of  the  natives,  confident  that  time  and  expe- 
ence  must  have  initiated  them  into  a  knowledge 
F  what  is  best  for  their  climate.     The  two  other 
iaeaaes  before  named,  especially  the  venereal,  ap- 
ear  incurable,  becoming  as  it  were  the  inh^tance 
f  the  children.     The  complaints  caUed  diabie  au 
wps,  and  imerachism,  must  also  be  specified  ;  the 
wmer  is  a  most  extraordinary  one,  and  consists  in 
a  idea  that  the  body  of  the  patient  is  possessed 
ithoieor  more  devils,  attended  with  incessant  hic- 
M§^    The  parties  afflicted  with  it  are  generally 
oat  delicate  and  interesting  in  their  appearance ; 
dh  is  seldom  indeed  that  any  individual  is  cured, 
females  it  prevails  to  such  an  extent  as  utterly 
mvent  pregnancy.    I  have  seen  them  hiccough 
(O  great  an  extent,  as  to  induce  me  to  strike 
n  on  the  upper  part  of  the  spine,  in  the  hope 
stieving  them  from  the  pain  by  a  surprise  of  the 
lent.     They  persist  in  believing  that  a  devil  is 
e  body  of  the  person  afflicted,  and  that,  imtil 
\  removed,  the  person  will  never  regahi  health, 
omplaint,  whatever  it  may  be,  the  natives  con- 
as  an  inheritance  from  their  fathers.     Imera- 
,  to  which  not  only  the  people  of  the  Kolyma, 
oae  also  of  more  southern  coimtries,  are  sub* 
equally  unaccountable.    Instead  of  exciting 
fits,  like  the  last-mentioned  disorder,  it  car* 
;h  it  an  air  of  merriment,  as  it  by  no  measA 
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affects  the  health  of  the  perton^  though  it  subjectK 
him  to  the  most  violent  paroxysms  of  rage,  fear,  and 
mortification.  Whatever  is  said  or  done  in  the 
presence  of  an  imerach,  will  be  repeated  by  him  it 
the  moment,  however  indecorous,  improper,  or  vio- 
lent the  act  may  be.  I  have  seen  tbe  dog-master 
of  Baron  WrangeVs  expedition  commit  acts  suffi- 
cient to  frighten  the  person  in  company  with  him. 
While  in  an  adjoining  room  conversing  on  points 
of  duty,  a  slight  knock  at  the  bulk-head  was  suffi- 
cient to  set  him  a  pummelling  the  person  widi  him, 
merely  from  a  principle  of  self-defence.  Of  this 
same  dog-master,  by  the  way,  a  highly  amusmg 
anecdote  is  related,  and  which  was  confirmed  to  me, 
not  only  by  himself  personally,  but  also  by  Mr 
Gedenstrom,  of  Irkutsk,  who  commanded  the  ex- 
pedition. The  theatre  was  the  Frozen  Ocean,  aad 
the  imerach's  dogs  and  narte  were  the  headmost 
One  forenoon  they  encountered  a  large  white  bear ; 
the  dogs  immediately  started  towards  the  animal, 
and  the  driver,  being  the  dog-master  of  whom  I 
am  speaking,  steadfastly  kept  his  place,  prudently 
remaining  by  those  who  only  could  assist  him.  In 
the  eagerness  of  the  dogs,  sharpened  probably  by 
hunger,  they  became  entangled  with  one  another, 
and  were  almost  rendered  useless.  The  driver 
seeing  the  state  to  which  he  was  reduced,  resolved 
to  attack  tbe  bear  with  his  ostol  (a  stout  ironed 
stick  with  Ismail  bells,  which  serves  to  stop  tbe 
narte),  and  accordingly  presented  himself  to  the 
enraged  bear,  who  immediately  raised  himself  upon 
the  hind  legs,  and  bee^an  to  cry  and  roar  most  bit- 
terly ;  the  imerach  followed  the  example.  The  bear 
then  began  to  dance,  and  the  driver  did  the  same, till 
at  length,  the  other  nartcs  coming  up,  the  bear  rp- 
ceired  a  blow  upon  tV\«TM)a<e^  and  was  secured.    It 
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appears  that  the  nose  is  the  only  part  vulnerable 
withoat  fire-arms,  and  even  then  they  can  be  se- 
cured only  on  being  shot  through  the  head.  The 
white  bear  is^  however,  by  no  means  a  dangerous 
EDimaly  avoiding  the  chase  as  much  as  it  is  avoided. 
Another  instance  of  imerachism,  which  occurred 
in  a  distant  part  of  the  general  government  of  Si- 
beria, may  be  related  in  this  place,  to  prevent  again 
adverting  to  those  ludicrous  scenes  which  hourly 
attend  it.  Two  old  ladies  in  Kamtchatka,  one  the 
mother  of  a  Mr  Tallman,  an  American,  who  had 
married  a  Russian  girl,  the  other,  the  wife  of  a 
Russian,  who  were  both  afflicted  with  the  disease, 
were  sitting  at  tea  opposite  one  another,  when  Mr 
Tallman,  in  a  gentle  manner,  put  his  hands  behind 
their  backs,  propelling  the  old  ladies  towards  each 
other,  upon  which  they  instantly  exchanged  tea- 
cups and  saucers,  while  the  really  offending  party 
stood  enjoying  ihe  mischief.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  complaint  is  rendered  worse  by  the 
constant  annoyance  and  irritation  to  which  they 
are  subjected  for  the  amusement  of  others ;  to  say 
nothing  about  my  belief  that  it  is  in  many  cases 
brought  on  by  an  habitual  folly  of  young  boys,  who 
imitate  the  mad  acts  of  the  really  afflicted. 

Nishney  Kolymsk  has  formerly  been  celebrated 
by  the  rank  of  the  people  banished  thither.  The 
fiunons  Count  Golofkin,  one  of  the  ministers  of 
Catherine  II.,  was  for  many  years  a  resident,  and 
idtimately  died  there.  He  was  considered  as  a 
great  intriguant,  but  of  an  eccentric  character^  a 
proof  of  which  is  afforded  by  his  constant  habit 
of  patting  himself,  servants,  and  even  his  house,  in- 
to monniing,  on  Catherine's  birth,  name,  or  coro- 
nation day.  This  open  and  determined  opposition 
utterly  prednded  hia  pardon,  and  Nishney  KoVytos^ 
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contains  his  tomb.  The  conduct  of  a  Llvoniaii  ba- 
ron, at  one  time  high  in  the  esteem  of  the  same 
princess,  merited  and  obtained  moi^  fovomvble 
consideration.  The  baron  successfully  applied  him- 
self to  the  breedingof  cattle  in  the  vicinity  of  Sredne 
Kolymsk,  but  his  pardon  arrived  so  late,  that  hit 
age  and  infirmities  prevented  his  acceptance  of  the 
proffered  boon,  and  he,  his  wife,  and  two  children, 
lie  buried  in  the  church  at  Kolymsk ;  his  eldest 
son  returned  to  St  Petersburg,  and  became  repos- 
sessed of  the  honours  and  wealth  of  his  father.  To 
such  men  an  expatriation  to  this,  the  most  distant 
part  of  Russian  Siberia,  must  have  been  severe  be- 
yond measure ;  cut  off  for  ever  from  fortune,  friend^ 
rank,  society,  and  every  enjoyment  that  could  ren- 
der life  desirable. 

The  only  meteorological  phenomenon  wliich  oc- 
curred during  my  stay  at  the  Kolyma,  was  the  aurora 
borealis.  The  scene  fell  far  short  of  my  expecta- 
tions. I  understood,  however,  that  the  months  of 
October  and  November  are  the  most  proper  to  view 
it  in  its  greatest  splendour.  Those  which  appear- 
ed during  my  stay,  were  generally  from  the  north, 
and  consisted  of  columns  of  fire  moving  in  a  hori- 
zontal direction,  and  generally  disappearing  in  the 
south-west ;  the  height  of  the  columns  being  from 
50^  to  60^.  At  times  an  immense  illuminated  space 
from  north  to  east  would  advance  very  close  to  us, 
and  throwing  up  rays,  or  rockets  of  fire,  and  form- 
ing into  concave  arches,  approached  us  so  near,  as 
apparently  to  endanger  our  situation,  exhibiting  at 
the  same  time  every  colour  of  the  rainbow.  The 
most  beautiful  aurora  which  I  saw  was  at  midnight 
of  the  first  of  March ;  t\\«  wfli^'w^^^x!^^^sft  tiorth- 
nortA- west,  and  tVie  gVasa  «X  ^^"^  ^^  ^*^^-  "^^  ^"^ 
ron  occupied  the  wholes  cixcXt^pi  x\».Vw«».^%^ 
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ition  of  28°  or  S0°,  and,  gradually  rising,  dis* 
ired  in  the  zenith.  The  figure  was  as  an  illu- 
ted  tent,  with  festoons,  or  Ariuges,  at  the  lower 
and  which  had  an  appearance  as  if  constant* 
ceiring  accessions  of  fire,  which  were  equal* 
itributed  to  it  from  every  part  of  the  fonnda-* 
of  the  tent.  The  illuminated  part  gradu- 
liminished  in  splendour  as  it  approached  the 
\u  It  lasted  about  two  hours,  and  did  a  little 
;  the  electrometer.  The  view  of  it  was  ren- 
1  exceedingly  fine  and  interesting,  from  the 
if  our  situation  being,  as  it  were,  in  the  inside 
9  tent. 

DODg  the  books  in  our  library  was  Captain 
ey*8  Chronological  History  of  theNorth-eastem 
>Yerie8,  and  of  the  Early  Navigation  of  the 
ians.  It  appeared  to  me  so  extraordinary  a 
iction,  and  so  deserving  reply,  that  I  address- 
meniorial  or  letter  to  that  effect  to  the  Royal 
ity»  Whether  that  learned  body  has  recei* 
t  or  not,  I  am  unacquainted,  at  least  in  an  of- 
manner.  As  connected  with  this  journey,  I 
ertainly  considered  it  becoming  the  attention 
e  Royal  Society,  because  the  memorial  was 
atedly  addressed  to  that  body,  and  was  only 
eceived  from  a  want  of  form.  Mine  was  also 
liy  fiaulty,  and  consequently  could  expect  no 
r  reception,  being  addressed,  not  to  the  Presi- 
and  Secretary^  but  to  the  Secrdxiry  and  Pre- 
i,  of  the  Society.  Although  Captain  Burney 
laid  the  debt  of  nature,  still,  contrary  to  the 
on  I  entertained  in  the  first  edition  of  this  work, 
aider  it  highly  proper  to  annex  a  copy  o^  t.Vi^ 
nemana],  together  with  a  map.  To  pTevenXi 
mtag  with  this  narrativej  and  to  leave  Vt  iw 


ed  by  twenty  nartes  and  two  hundred  da 
nart«  carried  about  one  thomand  two 
pounds  weight ;  but  in  conaeqiience  of  t 
part  of  die  winter  having  been  employed 
porting  proviaiona,  he.  to  the  Great  Baran 
to  the  east  of  tlie  month  of  the  Kolyma, 
be  enabled  to  proceed  fully  laden  from  t 
•8  well  round  die  north-east  cape  of  Asia 
northward,  in  eearch  of  strange  lande ; 
also  return  to  Cape  Baranov,  to  be  again 
with  food  to  enable  them  to  regtun  tl 
Nishney  Kolynisk. 

On  the  4>th  of  March  I  left  the  Kolynu 
pany  with  Mr  Matinehkin,  midshipmaii,  i 
merchants,  whose  nartes  were  loaded  witi 
and  iron  nteosils.  The  weather  wae  fr 
being  bat  85"  Reaumnr  of  frost ;  yet  w« 
got  more  than  fifty  miles,  before  we  wet 
to  hall,  on  the  banks  of  a  lake,  being  i 
make  out  the  path,  from  ^e  depth-and  d 
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I  nnfortimately  situated,  that  no  fire  could 
en  kept  in,  even  bad  there  been  fne).  The 
g  day  we  passed  through  a*  thick  forest  of 
.  the  greatest  danger  of  &oken  heads,  going 
elocity  ahnost  incredible,  and  at  every  de* 
a  hill  dashing  up  against  the  trees.  Thirteen 
xe  provided  for  me.    We  made  thirty-five 

thu  manner,  and  reached  the  little  Aniny, 
arable^  rapid,  and  dangerous  river.  A  charity 
teoeived  us  for  the  night,  and  we  fared  very 
le  low  lands,  which  extend  from  the  Kolyma 
Bstward,  being  now  passed,  we  entered  on  a 
•vated  country,  and  were  cheered  with  meet- 
overtaking  a  great  number  of  sledges,  whose 
exhibited  the  same  smiling  faces,  the  result, 
t,  of  as  sanguine  hopes,  as  those  of  the  great 
Its  of  London  or  Amsterdam,  on  the  eve 
ctation  of  a  great  fair.  The  right  bank  of 
e  Aniuy  is  formed  of  slate  mountains,  the 
ist  uninteresting  flat.  The  river,  which  has 
lands  in  it,  winds  a  good  deal,  and  exhibits 
)od  scenery. 

lescendants  of  the  Yukagiri  inhabit  the  banks 
two  rivers  Aniuy,  and  serve  as  a  sort  of 
nation  between  the  Russians  and  Tchuktchi. 
ore  formerly  a  formidable  and  warlike  peo* 
d  it  cost  the  Russians  much  trouble  to  sub- 
hem.   Indeed,  in  such  fear  were  they  held. 

Empress  Catherine  absolutely  forbade  their 
;e  to  be  spoken.   They  are  now  all  but  ex- 
I  a  pure  race,  but  one  old  woman  existing 
larents  were  both  Yukagires,  and  who  really 
ands  the  language,     llie  remundeii  w«  m 
cBodaata  o/RuaaiaDs,  who  have  interamnftAL 
MB*    Uiey  are  certainly  the  finest  Tace  cA 
Aare  seen  ia  Sihena;  the  mea  vreW  'p^o- 

u 
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portioned,  and  with  open  and  manly  cotinteDances ; 
the  women  are  extremely  beautiful.  What  their 
origin  was,  it  is  now  difficult  to  say ;  although  they 
were  doubtless  of  Asiatic  origin,  their  features  par- 
taking of  the  Tartar  aspect, — to  say  nothing  of 
their  enmity  to  the  Tchuktchi,  while  they  have  a 
great  friendship  for  the  Yaknti  or  Tongousi. 

The  third  day  we  reached  an  inhabited  yoorte, 
where  many  of  the  merchants  awaited  us,  as  tbey 
could  not  go  to  the  fair  before  a  certain  time.  The 
river  was  also  in  some  degree  an  impediment  to 
their  proceeding,  as  the  velocity  of  the  stream  pie* 
vents  firm  ice  being  ever  formed.  Two  of  the  mer- 
chants, in  attempting  the  passage,  got  a  seTere 
ducking,  and  narrowly  escaped  with  their  lives; 
the  breadth  of  the  path  being  but  five  or  six  feet,  aad 
so  slippery  in  some  places^  that,  unless  the  driver 
be  very  well  qualified  and  accustomed  to  the  place» 
it  is  difficult  to  prevent  accidents.     The  wood  on 
the  Aniuy  is  of  considerable  growth  for  so  nortbeni 
a  situation;  but  the  root  has  seldom  more  tfaas 
twenty  inches  depth. 

I  witnessed,  for  the  second  time,  the  first  being 
at  Sordak,  the  mock  suns  and  moons,  and  colomns 
on  each  side  of  them,  at  equal  distances  ;  but  these 
parhelia  were  by  no  means  brilliant,  owing,  as  it 
appeared  to  me,  to  the  rather  warm  weather.  I 
shall  therefore  await  more  favourable  appearancei, 
before  I  attempt  their  description. 

On  the  8th  of  March  we  reached  the  Fortreas, 

the  river  bordered  with  the  same  elevated  slate 

lands  on  the  right,  and  low  flat  on  the  left,  bank. 

At  seven  miles  on  this  side  the  fortress,  the  scenery 

begins  to  improve  ;  and  xW  teu^^  \^9^\£  may  be 

said  to  be  a  most  TomwnUc  %^oX..  \\.\&^ffl&»ssx^Ks». 

the  Kolyma^  O0e  hunAxed  md  iiSx.^  tsAss^^sA.^ 
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lingsummer  the  place  must  be yery  pleasant.  There 
are  twenty  yourtes,  about  tivo  hundred  people,  and 
a  large  wooden  building,  fit  for  any  thing  except 
defence.  The  whole  stands  upon  an  island,  sur- 
rounded by  elevated  and  well- wooded  hills.  There 
is  very  little  grass,  but  much  moss.  The  view  of 
the  river  is  exceedingly  picturesque ;  and  the  for* 
tress  is  decidedly  the  most  favourable  place  to  re-^ 
nde  in  I  have  seen  ft-om  Yakutsk^  a  distance  of  at 
least  two  thousand  miles. 

Hie  inhabitants  on  the  banks  of  the  river  are  not 
nnmerons,  and  subsist  very  scantily  by  hunting, 
there  being  few  fish  in  the  river.  Famines  are  there-^ 
fore  of  frequent  occurrence,  bread  not  being  sup- 
plied by  the  government.  Elks,  rein-deer,  and  ar- 
gali,  are  what  the  people  most  depend  upon ;  for- 
meriy  they  were  abundant,  but  are  now  much  re- 
ducedy  owing  to  the  peopling  of  the  country  by  the 
Russians,  who  hunt  rather  to  exterminate  the  breed 
ttian  to  procure  subsistence.  During  the  fair,  the 
inhabitants  make  the  best  of  their  time  in  trading, 
and  becoming  after  that  a  sort  of  storekeepers  to 
the  other  traders. 

Haidng  settled  oturselves  in  a  small  Ynkagir 
yonrte,  Mr  Matiushkin  and  I  received  a  visit  from 
one  of  the  Tchuktchi,  a  most  empty  countenanced 
md  wild  looking  savage.    He  entered  the  room 
iHiere  we  were,  tumbled  himself  down  upon  a  stool, 
smoked  his  pipe,  and  then  quitted  the  room,  with- 
out once  looking  at,  or  taJcing  the  least  notice, 
either  of  us  or  any  thing  about  us.     The  commis- 
sary having  made  his  appearance,  it  was  determi- 
aed  to  commence  the  fair,  by  first  instaWm^  two  ol 
the  AieA  with  medals  and  swords,  baptizing  \\iem, 
wdreceiwinga  nominal  tribute.    The  moTnVn^^^.'a 
«Aarw/  in  by  the  arrival  of  these  peraoua  va  «VaXe^ 
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dressed  in  their  gayest  apparel,  and  seated  in  a 
beautiful  narte  drawn  by  two  rein-deer^  the  whole 
forming  a  caTslcade  of  twenty-five  or  ^rty  paiis. 
Having  reached  a  large  storehouse,  to  wluch  the 
altar  and  images  were  carried,  the  priest  proceed- 
ed to  baptize  the  two  men,  their  wives,  and  three 
children ;  but  instead  of  being  merely  sprinkled  with 
water,  they,  men  and  women,  were  obliged  one  and 
all  to  strip,  and  to  be  three  times  plunged  in  a  kige 
iron  cauldron  of  ice- water,  with  the  thermotfieter 
on  the  spot  at  35°  of  Reaumur,  with  no  part  of 
their  dress  on  except  their  trowsers ;  and  were  af- 
terwards directed  to  bathe  their  feet  in  the  same 
cold  water.  I  coidd  not  help  pitying  the  women 
and  children,  the  former  of  whom,  having  long  hair, 
became,  as  it  were,  enveloped  in  icicles.  A  small 
cross  suspended  round  the  neck,  with  many  diffi- 
cult and  almost  useless  injunctions  how  to  pro- 
nounce their  newly  acquired  names,  completed  the 
ceremony.  A  quantity  of  tobacco  was  then  given 
as  a  present  to  each  of  the  new  converts,  by  way 
of  inducing  others  to  follow  the  example.  Instances 
having,  however,  occurred  of  late  of  Tchnktcfai  be- 
ing twice  baptized,  and  even  of  presenting  them- 
selves a  third  time,  for  the  privilege  of  the  presents, 
the  good  people  of  Irkutsk  begin  to  be  tired  of 
sending  either  their  missionaries  or  tobacco  to  sock 
a  people  ;  nor  do  I  think  such  a  determinatioD,  with 
regard  to  other  equally  devout,  but  more  unsnc- 
cessful  missionaries,  would  cause  much  regret  in 
the  minds  of  the  more  tolerant,  but  less  fEuoatical, 
part  of  the  good  people  of  England. 

The  ceremony  finished,  the  same  cavalcade,  join- 
ed by  the  other  chiefs,  or  toions,  of  the  Tchuktchi, 
proceeded  to  the  abode  of  the  commissary,  whither 
Mr  Matiuahkin  and  1  ioWo^e^.  TVife  commiaaaiy 
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then  made  the  usual  declaration,  that  the  fair  could 
not  begin  until  he  had  received  a  tribute  for  the 
Emperor  Alexander;  on  which  the  principal  traders 
•dFanced,  and  laid  each  a  red  fox  skin  at  the  feet 
of  the  commissary.  The  names  of  the  donors^  and 
the  value  of  the  skins,  were  then  regularly  entered 
in  the  official  records,  and  the  commissary  proceed- 
ed to  invest  two  of  the  chiefs  with  a  medal  and 
small  sabre,  reading  to  them  publicly  a  letter,  which 
he  is  supposed  to  receive  from  the  chief  of  Yakutsk, 
declaring  it  to  be  the  Emperor  s  order  so  to  invest 
the  chief,  or  toion ;  the  clergyman  then  advanced 
to  give  his  benediction  to  them,  and  the  poor  igno- 
rants  became  quite  happy,  quite  proud,  and  ulti- 
mately quite  drunk. 

The  next  topic  started  was  that  of  my  desire  to 
accompany  the  Tchuktchi  through  their  country ; 
and  this  seemed  to  require  more  generalship  than 
all  the  others.  The  commissary,  through  an  inter* 
pfeter,  commenced  by  informing  the  Tchuktchi 
people,  that  the  "  Emperor,  understanding  two 
strange  ships  had  appeared  upon  their  coast,  was 
willing  to  know  who  they  were,  and  had  accordingly 
sent  with  them,  agreeably  to  their  request,  two  in- 
terpreters, one  of  whom  understood  their  own  lan- 
guage as  well  as  the  Russian,  while  the  other,  (mean- 
ing myself,)  understood  the  languages  of  most  mari- 
time nations.  The  commissary  desired,  as  from 
the  Emperor,  that  all  due  care  should  be  taken  of, 
and  all  due  respect  paid  to  us,  especially  to  myself, 
who  was  one  of  the  chief  interpreters  of  the  empire." 
After  this  opening  harangue  was  completed,  the 
turn  of  which  inspired  me  with  some  degree  of 
hope,  one  of  the  most  respectable  of  the  Tchuktchi 
got  up,  and  said,  that  *^  he  was  in  want  of  tvo  Vi\\^t- 
prater^  and  therefore  would  not  take  OTie^     T\C\« 

u2 
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laconic  reply  completely  disconcerted  tu.  The  nexti 
an  old  and  cunning  fellow,  called  Kacharga,  said, 
<<  that  boys  and  girls  shonld  not  be  attended  to  in 
a  case  of  such  importance;  that  he,  a  chiefs  had 
not  demanded  an  interpreter,  although  a  nephew  of 
his  had  done  so."     He  expatiated  upon  the  im- 
propriety of  taking  from  those  youths  a  commoni* 
cation  of  such  importance,  as  shonld  alone  have 
come  from  a  chief.     I  could  not  but  approve  the 
justice  of  the  remark,  and  began  to  suspect  thewhds 
was  a  hoax,  and  that  they  had  not  made  any  de- 
mand of  an  interpreter.  It  was  therefore  told  then, 
that  **  two  nartes  would  be  of  no  great  consequence 
to  them,  and  that  as  the  Emperor  had  so  sent,  they 
ought  to  take  us,  for  that  we  dared  not  return  to 
merit  his  displeasure."     A  fresh  consultation  me 
hereupon  held  by  the  savages,  and  they  came  to  t 
determination,  <<  that  as  the  great  Emperor  Atifuejf 
tcished  to  send  two  interpreters  to  Behring's  Strutiy 
of  course  he  could  have  no  objection  to  pay  for  tbe 
transport  of  such  people."     Upon  inquiring  whet 
demand  they  would  make,  they  said  <<  fifty  bags  o^ 
tobacco,"  a  quantity  equalling  one  hundred  tw 
twenty  poods,  or  near  five  thousand  pounds  weigli' 
To  make  such  a  present  in  advance  was  madoe 
in  me  to  think  of,  and  the  project  appeared,  as  i 
deed  it  proved,  to  be  wholly  lost ;  for  they  addi 
that  he  ^^  could  be  no  great  Emperor  who  could  ? 
make  so  small  a  present,  seeing  that  he  could  or 
mand  the  riches  of  all  his  people."    They  also 
served,  that  ^<  I  must  be  a  poor  interpreter  if  I  o( 
not  satisfy  the  demand  myself  I"  Alas  I  they  n 
as  well  have  demanded  five  millions  as  five  thou 
pounds  of  me.    One  of  the  knowing  ones  oboe 
and  I  mention  it  as  evincing;  the  sagacity  of 
people,  that  <*  hedou\)\Ad^W\)nefi\^^%aDL 
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preter  of  the  great  Emperor  s/'  saybg,  <'  that  I  could 
not  even  spesk  the  Russian  language,  for  that  he 
noticed  the  Russian  Cossack  interpreted  from  the 
Tchukakoi  language  to  Mr  Matiushkin,  and  Mr  M. 
again  in  a  different  dialect  to  me."  All  this  was 
too  true  to  be  denied.  They  then  asked,  <<  of  what 
use  I  could  possibly  be  to  them,  when  I  neither 
understood  the  Russian  norXchukskoi  languages  ?" 
Tins  last  truism  quite  appalled  the  whole  of  us,  and 
from  that  moment  the  point  was  given  up.  It  was 
not  a  little  singular  that  these  rude  people  should 
all  along  have  known  that  a  third  toion,  or  chief, 
for  I  was  considered  as  one,  was  in  the  fair,  and 
demanded  who  and  what  he  was.  I  have,  how- 
ever,  no  idea  that  their  refusal  arose  either  from 
fear  or  ill-will,  but  simply  from  avarice. 

I  next  day  visited  their  camp,  distant  about  two 
milea  and  a  half.  It  consisted  of  three  large  and 
three  small  tents.  The  former  contained  the  bulk 
of  the  Tchukskoi  people,  and  the  latter  were  ap- 
propriated to  the  chiefs  and  more  considerable  peo- 
ple. The  large  tents  were  disgustingly  dirty  and 
offensive,  exhibiting  every  species  of  grossness  and 
inddieacy.  But  the  smaller  were,  on  the  contrary, 
very  neat,  clean,  and  warm,  although  without  a  fire, 
in  35^  of  frost.  Indeed  they  were  to  me  almost 
snffocating,  being  only  eight  feet  long,  i^ve  broad, 
and  about  three  feet  high ;  and  containing  three  or 
four  people  huddled  together  in  one  bed,  which  is 
made  of  rein- deer  skins,  and  the  coverings  lined 
with  white  foxes'.  The  small  tents  are  made  also 
of  the  old  and  hard  skins  doubled,  so  that  the  hair 
is  both  on  the  inside  and  out ;  a  large  lamp,  with 
whale  oil  or  fat,  which  serves  them  for  a  light,  com- 
municates also  considerable  warmth.  On  eutmiv^ 
one  of  these  amaJl  dweUinge,  I  found  the  ctive^  vxv^ 
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bis  wife  perfectly  naked,  ats  was  also  a  little  girl,  their 
daughter,  of  about  nine  years  old, — nor  did  they 
seem  to  regard  our  presence,  (Mr  Matioshkin  was 
with  me,)  but  ordered  the  daughter  to  proceed  and 
prepare  some  rein-deer's  meat  for  us ;  which  she  did, 
in  that  state  of  nudity,  by  a  fire  close  to  the  tent 
Having  lolled  upon  the  bed  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  we  were  treated  with  the  rein-deer  meat  half 
boiled,  of  which  we  of  course  partook  out  of  com- 
pliment. I  was,  however,  obhged  to  cat  abort  my 
visit,  from  want  of  air,  and  the  most  offensive  smell 
I  had  ever  endured  for  so  long  a  time.  The  toioo, 
or  chief,  was  a  little  angry  with  me  for  quitting  him, 
and  imputed  it  to  his  having  the  previous  day 
opposed  my  design  of  going  through  his  country. 
Their  furniture  consists  of  a  large  kettle,  knifed 
wooden  bowls,  platters,  spoons  or  ladles,  and  an 
axe,  with  flint  and  steel.  Having  thus  informed 
myself  of  the  savage  state  in  which  they  live,  I  re-* 
turned  to  the  fortress,  driven  by  one  of  the  chiefs 
in  a  neat  narte,  drawn  by  a  couple  of  rein-deer  in  a 
pretty  style.  They  use  regular  reins,  made  of  leather 
thongs,  and  a  long  springing  cane,  with  an  ivory 
knob  to  it  of  the  tooth  of  a  sea-horse ;  the  latter  is 
exercised  occasionally  upon  the  rump  of  the  ani- 
mal, on  which  it  is  capable  of  inflicting  a  pretty 
severe  blow.  I  must,  however,  do  justice  to  the 
Tchuktchi  for  their  very  kind  treatment  and  con- 
duct to  their  brutes,  whether  dogs  or  rein-deer^ 
appearing  quite  to  consider  them  as  pets.  Nay,  to 
so  great  a  degree  is  this  feeling  carried,  that  among 
this  savage  nation  it  is  considered  unmanly  even  to 
ride ;  in  all  ordinary  cases  they  prefer  to  walk^  and 
in  every  other  way  appear  solicitous  to  lessen  the 
labour  of  the  animal,  permitting  only  the  women  and 
children  to  sit  in  tbe  nvcXe^  ^Yve^M^-^^Y^^imeY. 
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On  our  retam  to  the  fortress,  the  fair  was  for- 
mally commenced  hy  an  harangue  of  the  commis- 
sary's, declaring  the  terms,  the  tax,  and  the  penal- 
ties. The  Tchuktchi  had  in  the  mean  time  ascer- 
tained the  quantity  of  tohacco  in  the  market  by 
means  of  their  emissaries,  who  are  exceedingly  in- 
qnisitiye  and  cnnningupon  that  point,  their  rudeness 
and  apparent  equality  giving  them  free  access  to 
every  dwellinff  which  contains  any  of  that  commo- 
dity. They  nave  their  own  mode  of  calculating, 
and,  before  the  fdir  is  commenced,  they  fix  the 
price  of  their  goods,  to  which  price  they  adhere 
more  strictly  than  the  Russians.  The  fsdr  is  held 
upon  the  river  Aniuy,  opposite  to  the  fortress. 
Early  in  the  morning  tJie  Tchuktchi  arrive  at  the 
place  of  barter,  and  forming  a  semicircle  towards 
the  fortreas,  the  extremes  of  which  reach  to  the 
edge  of  the  ice,  dispose  their  furs  upon  their  nartes, 
the  owners  constantly  remaining  by  them.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Russians  place  their  large  bags  or 
hales  of  tobacco  in  the  centre  of  the  semicircle,  and 
then  b^;in  to  parade  and  visit  the  Tchuktchi,  in- 
quiring the  prices,  &c.  by  means  of  an  interpreter. 
The  work  entirely  falls  upon  the  Russian,  who 
drags  behind  him,  for  many  hours,  two  hundred- 
weight of  tobacco,  before  he  can  induce  the  Tchuk- 
tchi to  barter.  The  tobacco,  on  the  first  or  second 
day,  cannot  be  exchanged  below  the  terms  of  an 
agreement  made  between  the  merchants,  as  three 
or  four  people  are  so  posted  as  to  ascertain  and 
judge  of  the  conditions  and  their  validity.  Still, 
howeYer,  they  do  manage  to  cheat ;  but  on  dis- 
covery the  goods  are  forfeited,  and  the  parties  de- 
clared incompetent  to  trade  any  more.  They  are 
particolariy  guarded  by  Xhe  law,  as  to  the  wetting 


238  TH£  FAIR  WITH  THE  TCHUKTCHI. 

of  tobacco,  or  placing  stones  or  other  heavy  things 
with  it,  to  increase  the  weight. 

It  is  ludicrous  enough  to  stand  upon  the  bankf 
of  the  river,  and  wait  the  appointed  signal  for  com* 
mencing  barter  each  morning.  While  the  Tcbackt 
tchi  are  quietly  sitting  on  their  nartes,  with  their 
sleeves  drawn  back,  and  their  arms  thrust  into  their 
bosoms  to  keep  them  warm,  the  Russians,  on  the 
contrary,  start  pell-mell;  pots,  pans,  kettles,  knives, 
swords,  hatchetS/ scissors,  needles^  &c.  are  rattling 
in  every  direction^  like  so  many'chimney-sweepert 
on  May-day ;  priests,  officers,  Cossacks,  and  mer« 
chants,  men^  women,  and  children,  alike  fantasti- 
cally dressed,  with  articles  of  traffic,  of  which  to- 
bacco constituted  the  chief.  A  few  bells,  pipsBy 
and  corals,  also  served  to  grace  the  dresses  of  the 
more  wealthy  and  whimsical  pedlars.  For  all  the 
small  articles  the  Russians  readily  enough  receifed 
fresh  meat,  which  was  much  wanted.  The  hea- 
vier skins  and  sea-horse  teeth  also  were  ready 
for  sale  by  the  Tchuktchi  at  a  reduced  price  ;  but 
the  same  inducement  which  the  Tchuktchi  hare 
to  sell  bears',  wolves*,  and  rein-deers'  skins,  name- 
ly, their  weight,  and  the  expense  of  transporting 
them,  operates  to  prevent  the  Russians  from  boy^ 
ing  them.  Sea-horse  teeth  were  particularly  flash 
on  the  first  day ;  but  nothing  would  do,  the  tax  and 
penalty  were  feared,  and  little  business  was  done. 
No  instance  occurred  of  the  Tchuktchi  selling  be- 
low the  rule  ;  but  two  Russians,  brothers,  were  d&< 
tected  in  it,  and  committed  to  prison  until  the  close, 
of  the  fair.  The  price  or  rate  which  the  Russians 
had  set,  was  a  martin  park,  somewhat  like  a  car* 
ter's  frock,  of  twenty  skins,  and  fifteen  red  foxes, 
for  a  hundred- weight  of  tobacco ;  while  the  Tchak- 
tchi  held  it  at  a  park  and  t«n  red  foxes.     The  se- 
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cond  day  whs  brisker,  and  more  business  was  done ; 
from  fifteen  red  foxes  and  a  park  of  martins,  the 
Enssians  descended,  by  general  consent,  to  twelve 
and  eleven  foxes.  Still  the  Tchiiktchi  generally 
Md  on,  compelling  the  Russians^  meantime,  to 
valk  about  making  offers.  What,  however,  with 
canning,  and  breaking  off  the  agreement,  a  good 
deal  of  business  was  done.  But  the  third  and  last 
day's  fair  was  the  best  and  most  lucrative  for  the 
savages,  when  neither  tax,  nor  penalty,  nor  perjury 
were  feared ;  each  individual,  from  the  commissary 
to  his  secretary  and  priest,  and  from  the  Cossacks 
to  the  merchants,  all  busily  employed  in  under- 
mining his  neighbour.  I  could  scarcely  believe 
that  in  so  small  a  number  of  individuals  there  could 
exist  BO  great  and  general  a  jealousy  ;  but  so  it  was, 
and  many  quarrels  ensued.  That  my  readers  may 
the  better  form  an  opinion  of  what  materials  the 
people  of  this  part  of  the  world  are  composed,  I 
will  briefly  say,  that  there  is  scarcely  an  act  or  cir- 
cumstance, either  of  a  public  or  private  nature, 
which  takes  place  at  Irkutsk,  Yakutsk,  or  Okotsk, 
which  is  not  immediately  and  indirectly  made 
known  to,  and  commented  upon  by,  these  worthy 
critics  of  the  north-east  of  Asia ;  nor  is  it  more 
than  an  act  of  justice  or  truth,  to  say,  that  I  be- 
lieve them  to  be  more  generally  and  better  edu- 
cated than  any  other  equally  numerous  settlement 
in  Siberia,  being  of  the  same  class  of  Cossacks.  I 
hardly  know  of  an  instance  of  the  young  lads  not 
reading  and  writing  tolerably  well. 

I  never  saw  better  judges  of  tobacco,  nor  of  weight, 
than  the  Tchuktchi.  I  can  confidently  assert,  that 
they  do  not  err  one  poimd  in  the  hundred-weight ; 
and  the  detection  of  the  slightest  fraud  on  the  part 
of  the  Rusaiaiu^  is  sufficient  to  the  TcViuk\,cVi\  \^ 
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cut  the  party  short,  and  deal  no  more  with  hini. 
Their  mode  of  trying  the  strength  of  tobacco  is 
this  :  a  leaf  of  it  is  taken  and  sqaeesedin  the  hand 
as  hard  as  possible,  and  if  any  appearance  of  mois- 
tare  be  left  in  the  palm,  it  is  weU  known  that  the 
tobacco  has  been  watered ;  if  the  leaf  preservee  the 
compressed  shape  which  the  force  of  the  hand  bis 
given  it,  it  is  weak,  but  if  it  recovers  and  expands 
quickly  to  its  original  size  and  shape,  the  tobacco 
is  deemed  strong.  And  such  is  their  nicety  of 
judgment  in  ascertaining  this  point,  that  an  allofvr- 
ance  of  goods  is  given  or  received  on  the  celerity 
with  which  the  leaf  returns,  after  compression,  to 
its  natural  shape. 

The  last  day's  sale,  although  of  course  the  bert, 
was  held  back  a  little  by  the  Tchuktchi  wishing  to 
make  the  Russians  believe  that  they  had  no  wint 
of  tobacco,  as  they  could  get  it  much  cheaper  ii 
the  bay  of  St  Lawrence,  from  the  ships  which  ca- 
sually call  there.  Whatever  trade  they  may  cany 
on  with  those  vessels,  the  Tchuktchi  appear  to 
know  the  value  of  a  more  direct  and  first-band 
trade ;  nor  can  this  be  doubtful,  when  the  toils  and 
dangers  of  their  journey,  and  the  small  profits,  are 
considered — at  least  small  when  compared  with 
the  profits  they  sometimes  receive  from  the  few 
vessels  which  now  and  then  visit  their  coast.  The 
fair  lasted  seven  days,  which  is  three  more  than 
usual ;  the  two  first  and  the  two  last,  may,  how* 
ever,  be  considered  as  nothing,  being  occupied 
in  the  lowest  species  of  retail,  in  which  deliveries 
are  made  so  low  as  for  sixpence  or  ninepence. 
Upon  the  last  day  of  the  real  fair,  or  fifth  front 
the  commencement,  the  vodka  (spirit)  began  to 
make  its  appearance,  and  its  efiects  were  success- 
fa]  in  indacing  the  Tc\i\iik\A\\\Xo\st^^lQtw«rdt  for 
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aloy  a  few  of  the  black  and  brown  foxes.  They 
oldy  however,  yeiy  dear,  and  were  nearly  all  taken 
ack  with  them  to  their  country. 

The  trade  of  the  commissary,  secretary,  their 
liends  and  Cossacks,  was  done  to  so  great  an  ex- 
entf  and  with  so  little  principle,  that  the  licensed 
rader  could  do  nothing,  except  at  considerable  loss. 
The  former  have  a  wonderful  advantage^  also,  in 
iringing  their  goods  into  the  market,  from  being 
ible  to  make  padyodies,or  public  levies  of  dogs,  &c. 
18  if  for  the  public  service.     This,  however,  can- 
lot  rank  among  those  abuses  laid  to  the  charge  of 
he  emperor ;  for,  if  the  offenders'  salaries  were 
ncreased  tenfold,  the  same  practice  would  be  con- 
inned  :  they  would  still  trade,  and  still  act,  in  the 
wme  unfeeling  way.  <'  A  want  of  education,  or  ava- 
lioe,  begets  a  want  of  morality.''*    Baron  Wrangel 
has  done  all  he  can  to  remedy  this  evil,  but  the 
moment  he  retires  from  the  scene,  the  same  con- 
duct will  be  resorted  to,  forming,  as  it  does,  a  con- 
siderable revenue  to  those  holding  the  command. 
All  extra  services  of  the  crown,  as  those  for  the 
poet,  expresses,  forwarding  of  the  bread,  spirits, 
and  public  stores,  are  thrown  upon  the  poor;  while 
priestSy  nobility,  all  officers  of  the  crown,  and  Cos- 
aacksy  who  possess  the  best  means  of  carrying  such 
services  into  execution,  are  exempt.     The  poor, 
having  no  dogs,  are  obliged  to  hire  them  at  exor- 
bitant rates  from  the  rich.     Every  narte  taken  for 
the  use  of  the  public  during  the  fair,  is  a  loss  to  the 
poor  of  sixty  roubles,  or  near  three  pounds.     The 
number  of  nartes  which  have  been  thus  at  certain 
times  required,  may  be  conjectured  from  the  fact> 

*  Ann  sacra  fames !  que  non  mortalia  cog\& 
PecUmiJL. 
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that,  while  I  was  there,  the  commissary  demanded 
one  for  himself,  others  for  his  secretary^  servaat, 
Cossack,  and  chancellary ;  and  a  sixth  for  his  pro- 
visions. The  chief  priest  also  demanded  serenlly 
for  himself,  assistant,  Cossack,  altar,  baggage,  ind 
provisions.  The  object  of  the  former  was  to  re- 
gister the  receipt  of  twenty-three  red  foxes,  being 
the  yasack  paid  by  the  Tchnktchi ;  that  of  the  lat- 
ter, the  christening  and  registering  of  seven  savages, 
and  all  the  provisions  they  carried  could  not  Iwre 
exceeded  forty  pounds  weight ;  consequently  there 
could  have  been  no  necessity  for  such  padvodies ; 
•—a  demand  which,  by  the  by.  Baron  Wrangel 
did  not  permit  being  complied  with,  he  being  vest- 
ed with  civil  and  military  powers  over  the  Kolyna 
district.  I  am  one  of  the  last  persons  to  discoan- 
tenance,  in  the  least  degree,  the  genoul  des^n  of 
converting  to  Christianity  the  savage  tribes  dis- 
persed over  various  parts  of  the  world,  but  I  think 
it  must  be  regretted  that  such  projects  should  ever 
have  the  e£fect  of  straitening  or  burdening  those 
who  are  bom  Christians.  As  to  the  present  case, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  the  liberality  of  the  government 
will  extend  to  this  distant  and  impoverished  place, 
by  paying  the  inhabitants  for  all  services  perform- 
ed for  the  crown.  This  would  possibly  prevent 
much  abuse,  and  at  least  have  the  effect  of  disbm^ 
sing  a  sum  of  money,  of  little  consideration  to  a 
government^  though  highly  acceptable  to  the  go- 
verned. 

The  fair  at  length  finished,  I  prepared  to  depart 
for  Nishney  Kolymsk,  with  many  thanks  to  my 
venerable  Yukagir  host  for  his  kindness.  I  pasi- 
ed  the  time  very  agreeably  at  his  house  ;  he  was 
8  very  good  chess-player,  and  was  fond  of  the 
game.   His  manner  oi  1|^\«^  ^•^<\<^vB»ther  instance 
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f  I  haye  witnessed,  that  there  is,  in  yarions 
'  the  world,  little  or  no  difference  anywhere 
tioving  of  the  pieces.  I  have  played  the 
ith  Yakati,  Tongonsi,  and  Ynkagiri ;  but 
luktchi  laughed  at  me  for  such  a  childish 
ment  of  my  time.  While  npon  this  sub- 
nay  remark,  as  a  drcnmstance  relative  to 
le  of  chess,  and  which  has  repeatedly  smr- 
ne,  that  wherever  a  people  recogmse  and 
they  are  infallibly  Asiatics.  Neither  the 
cbi  nor  the  Koriaks  understand  any  thing 
at  all  the  Kamtchatdales,  and  other  Asia- 
I  fttmiliar  with  it. 

features  of  the  Ynkagiri  lead  me  to  suppose 

artars,  and  not  a  race  very  distinct  from  the 

They  are,  however,  almost  Russified  by 

rriages,  and  the  question  of  their  origin  is 

I  difficult.    There  were  at  the  fair  two  or 

f  the  Chnanse,  or  Chod3m8e,  a  tributary 

inhabiting  the  country  between  the  two 

and  the  Anadyr :  their  features  are  also 

• 

information  I  received  from  the  Tchuktchi 
AS  of  the  interpreter  Kobeleff,  son  to  the 
ff  who  attended  the  expedition  under  Cq)- 
llings,  I  will  give  in  the  same  laconic  style 
h  1  communicated  it  to  the  governor-gene- 
Siberia  from  Nishney  Kolymsk.  My  letter, 
first  part,  described  what  articles  were  sold 
Russians;  as  tobacco,  kettles,  knives,  spears, 
I,  bells,  scissors,  pipes,  axes,  spoons,  coral 
and  other  small  ornaments,  a  few  pieces  of 
d  blue  nankeen,  and  white  cotton.  For 
he  Tchuktchi  brought  four  or  five  hundred 
■■e  teeih,  a  few  bears'  6kins,rein-deei  dKMM&«> 
lite  SoxeB*;aDd  these,  with  some  frozen  levH'- 
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deer  meat,  make  the  whole  prodacfcioitB  of  their  own 
coontry.  The  other  articles  of  far  come  from  a 
nation  on  the  American  continent,  called  the  Kar- 
gaules ;  two  of  whom  were  at  the  fair.  They  bear 
more  nearly  the  features  of  t^  Tchuktchi  than 
those  of  the  hideons-monthed  inhahitanta  of  the 
islands  in  Behriug's  Straits,  although  with  a  browner 
or  more  dirty  colour.  The  furs  brought  and  sent 
by  them,  consist  of  many  thousands  of  blacky  brown, 
blue,  red,  and  white  foxes,  martins,  and  martin 
parks,  some  beavers,  river  otters,  bears,  wolfea, 
sea-dogs,  and  sea-horse  skins ;  a  few  articles  of 
warm  clothing,  and  some  ornaments  carved  out  of 
sea-horse  teeth,  representing  the  animals  common 
among  them. 

-  The  value  of  the  exports  on  the  spot,  taking  them 
aA  four  hundred  bags,  or  forty  thousand  pounds 
weight,  of  tobacco,  at  three  roubles  a  pound,  9 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  roubles ;  to  tb» 
add  sixty  thousand  for  the  value  of  the  other  articles, 
and  we  shall  make  the  exports  amount  to  abont 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  roubles,  or  seven 
thousand  guineas.  The  value  of  those  articles  at  Ya- 
kutsk, as  purchased  by  the  traders,  is  not  one-Mtnf^ 
leaving,  after  the  deducting  of  carriage  expenses, 
which  are  considerable,  a  clear  profit  of  about  one 
hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  per  cent,  and 
would  be  much  more,  but  that  so  many  people, trade 
against  each  other,  and  that  the  traders  are  alto- 
gether too  numerous.  The  market  is  overstocked 
with  tobacco,  not  one-half  being  disposed  of.  Tbe 
value  of  the  imports  may  be  known  by  reference 
to  the  tax,  recollecting  that  the  furs  bear  almost 
the  same  price  at  Yakutsk  as  at  the  Kolyrosk,  al- 
thottgh  distant  nearly  two  thousand  miles  by  land; 
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the  return  of  the  horses,  however,  enables  the  mer- 
chants to  go  back  cheap. 

A  bag  of  tobacco  of  one  hundred  pounds  weight, 
worth  three  hundred  roubles,  and  iron  work  of  fifty 
or  sixty  roubles  value,  is  exchanged  for  a  martin 
park,  worth  ninety  and  one  hundred  roubles ;  fif- 
teen red  foxes,  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three 
hundred  roubles ;  and  a  pair  of  boots  and  park  of 
rein-deer  skin,  worth  about  forty  or  fifty  roubles : 
making  altc^ether  about  four  hundred  roubles, 
which  brings  the  exchange  on  the  spot,  as  nearly  as 
can  be,  equal,  for  the  tax  is  not  adhered  to.  Now, 
if  one  bag  of  tobacco  produce  four  hundred,  four 
hundred  bags  will  be  equal  to  one  hundred  and 
nxty  thousand  roubles,  which  constitute  the  im- 
ports, being  the  same  value  as  at  Yakutsk.  The 
merchants  have  also  the  benefit  of  a  great  trade,  on 
their  journey  along  the  rivers,  with  the  Yakuti ; 
and  this  is  really  the  most  advantageous  branch  of 
it^  for  they  will  extort  even  three  and  four  hundred 
per  cent. 

The  Tchuktchi  parted  with  less  than  a  third  of 
their  most  valuable  furs,  taking  the  rest  back.     I 
inferred  hence,  that  they  have  not  the  means  of 
conveyance  for  more  than  four  hundred  bags  of 
tobacco,  and  the  other  articles  sold  with  these ; 
otherwise,  from  their  love  of  that  article,  and  the 
demand  for  it  by  the  American  savages,  they  would 
no  doubt  purchase  it  for  the  small  and  valuable 
fuB.  Nor  is  this  idea  of  mine  rendered  less  weighty, 
when  I  inform  my  readers  that  so  tenacious  are  the 
Tchuktchi  of  surcharging  their  rein-deer,  and  so 
great  is  their  love  of  tobacco,  that  every  male  adult, 
on  quitting  the  fair,  carries  upon  his  own  back  from 
forty  to  fifty  pounds  weight ;  until  the  con^wisr^* 
tion  of  proyiBJojiB  enables  him  fearlessly  to  ^^t  \\.\)i:^- 

x2 
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on  the  narte.  Indeed,  the  demand  for  this  commo- 
dity is  so  great,  that  at  the  Anadyrsk  and  Idgteinsk 
fiuTB  the  Rnssians  do  not  give  in  barter  with  the 
Tchnktchi  one-half  of  the  quantity  which  is  given 
at  Kolymsk;  and  consequently  the  Anadyr  Tchnk- 
tchi are  prohibited  by  the  rest  of  their  nation  from 
trading  to  the  Kolymsk,  for  fear  of  spoiling- die 
market. 

-  There  were  this  year  at  the  fiedr,  which  is  tenn- 
ed  a  good  one,  two  hundred  and  fifty  nartes,  and 
five  hundred  rein-deer,  with  sixty-eight  men,  sixty 
women^  and  fifty-six  children.  Each  rein-deer  can 
draw  three  or  four  poods,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  weight.  Those  which  come  to  the  fui  re- 
turn only  to  the  river  Tchaon,  where  they  are  ex- 
changed for  those  which  belong  to,  and  which  Ind 
come  from,  the  Bay  of  St  Lawrence.  Seventy- 
five  and  ninety  days  are  required  for  them  to  per- 
form the  journey,  which  is  about  eight  hundred 
versts,  or  five  hundred  miles. 

There  were  three  chiefs  at  the  fair ;  first,  Ye- 
brashka,  who  commands  the  tribes  inhabiting  the 
banks  of  the  Tchaon,  Packla,  and  Kvata  rivers, 
as  well  as  the  country  towards  Shelatskoi  Noss. 
Second,  Valetka^  chief  of  the  Belo  Morsky  Tchnk- 
tchi, which  tribe  inhabits  the  eastern  sea-coast, 
from  Cape  North  to  the  Bay  of  Klasheui.  Third, 
Kacharga,  who  commands  the  Tchukskoi  Noss,  or 
East  Cape  tribe,  who  inhabit  the  Noss,  and  the 
country  from  thence  to  the  Bay  of  St  Lawrence. 
The  first  are  wanderers,  and  live  by  their  rein- 
deer,  which  are  employed  for  burden  between  the 
river  Tchaon  and  the  fair,  and  in  the  trade  of  set- 
horse  teeth.  The  second  subsist  almost  entirely 
by  Bating  and  hunting,  added  to  a  small  tribute  or 
toll  of  tobaccoy  whicVi  \«  i^u\d  V^  ^\nw«x  %^\itfam 
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Beigbboun  for  a  free  passage  along  their  coast ; 
tbey  bave  no  rein-deer.  The  third  tribe  subsist 
by  traffic  and  the  breeding  of  rein-deer,  of  which 
they  bave  considerable  herds,  and  are  employed 
from  tbe  Bay  of  St  Lawrence  to  the  banks  of  the 
Tcbaon.  There  is  also  a  fourth  chief,  who  com- 
mands tbe  Tchuktchi  of  Anadyr  Noss^  a  tribe  who 
inbabit  tbe  country  and  banks  of  the  Anadyr,  and 
also  subsist  by  traffic  and  the  breeding  of  rein-deer. 
These  chiefs  lire  equally  distant  from  each  other, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  miles, 
and  carry  on  a  sort  of  intercourse  by  means  of  the 
eastern-coast  Tchuktchi,  who  are  proyided  with 
baidares. 

Tbe  Tchukskoi  Noss  race  are  the  most  nume- 
lons ;  those  of  the  eastern  coast  the  most  warlike 
and  hardy ;  the  Tcbaon,  or  Shelatskoi,  are  the  most 
friendly ;  and  those  on  the  Anadyr  Noss  are  the 
richest.  The  whole  are  nominally  independent, 
but  actually  tributary;  for  the  yasack,  though  small, 
is  enforced,  and  conscientiously  paid.  Their  exist- 
ence as  an  independent  tribe  hangs  on  the  will  of 
Russia,  for  that  independence  will  at  any  time  be 
sacrificed  to  retain  their  trade.  Their  whole  num- 
ber cannot  exceed  four  or  five  thousand.  The  Kar- 
gaoules  are  represented  by  them  as  far  more  nume- 
ronSy  but  the  Tchuktchi  cannot  count  past  a  hun- 
ted, or  ten  tens,  that  is,  their  fingers  ten  times 
over.  Each  tribe  has  a  di£ferent  dialect  of  the  same 
language,  and  all  understand  one  another,  though 
tbe  dialects  are  extremely  difficult  to  articulate ; 
so  much  so,  that  the  interpreters,  after  the  three 
days  of  tbe  fair,  are  generally  laid  up  with  a  sore 
throat.    . 

■  In  tbe  conversation  I  had  with  the  toiotA^  ox 
cbiefsy  (tbe  aatne  word  ia  used  in  AmeTiGa>  ati&.  Vgl 
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the  same  sense,)  I  understood  them  to  have  m 
knowledge  or  tradition  of  any  land  north  of  ibein; 
that  the  sea  is  for  ten  months  so  frozen  that  no- 
thing but  mountains  of  ice  are  visible ;  and  tint 
daring  the  months  of  August  and  September  tbe 
ice  breaks  up,  but  not  in  such  a  manner  as  to  ad- 
mit a  passage  for  vessels.  They  told  me  also  that 
large  herds  of  rein-deer  roam  from  cape  to  capei 
but  do  not  come  from  the  north  beyond  tlie  sea. 
To  the  west  of  Shelatskoi  Noss,  termed  by  them 
Errie,  (a  word  also  of  the  same  import  as  in  Ame- 
rica, signifying  a  great  sea  or  lake,)  they  say  there 
is  a  large  and  very  deep  bay,  into  which  the  Packla 
and  Tchaon  discharge  their  waters ;  and  in  thiB 
bay  two  islands,  the  one  called  Ayon,  small  and 
near  the  Noss,  abounding  in  sea-horse  teeth ;  the 
other,  lUerie,  large,  and  producing  fine  moss  kt 
the  rein-deer.  The  latter  has  some  few  resident! 
both  in  winter  and  summer ;  in  the  former  seaaoD 
catching  and  killing  wild  rein-deer  for  the  fair,  ift 
the  latter,  feeding  the  tame  rein-deer.  I  was  also 
told,  that  half-way  across  the  south  side  of  the  bay 
there  is  a  high  mountain  of  rock,  named  since,  by 
Baron  Wrangel,  Cape  Matiushkin.  That  from 
their  habitations  on  the  Tchaon  and  Packla  ri?e» 
to  Shelatskoi  Noss  it  is  only  one  day's  journey  with 
rein- deer,  a  pair  of  which  are  represented  by  them 
as  capable,  upon  an  emergency,  and  in  hard  frosty 
weather,  of  drawing  a  sledge  with  ona  person  fifij 
or  sixty  miles.  Shelatskoi  Noss  does  not^  by  tbeb 
report,  run  far  into  the  sea,  but  is  elevated,  and 
has  a  narrow  passage  between  it  and  their  cooa- 
try ;  in  truth,  an  isthmus,  which  forms  a  small  baji 
without  islands,  to  the  east  of  the  Noss.  I  was 
also  made  to  understand  that  the  coast,  from  the  bay 
on  tbe  east  of  the  l^o«9>  tr^Tk<^%  «^>^>k^  to  the  rigbt 
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r  the  rising  bud.  The  Noss  is  formed  b^  the 
cfaaon  and  Pbckla  rirers  on  the  west,  and  the 
[▼ata  and  Ekakta  on  the  east ;  and  the  Tchaon 
17  by  Shelatskoi  Noss  and  the  island  of  Illerie ; 
hicfa  latter  will,  of  course,  be  understood  as  the 
land  of  Sabedei.  The  Pogitcha  river  is  repre- 
Ated  as  not  the  same  with  the  Anadyr,  but  a 
nail  yet  rapid  stream,  which,  from  the  east^  enters 
le  Tchaon^  And,  lastly,  that  the  whole  of  their 
rautry  is  so  mountainous,  so  barren,  and  so  deep 
I  snow,  that  laden  rein-deer  cannot  come  straight 
om  the  Bay  of  St  Lawrence,  but  are  obliged  to 
wst  along  the  valleys  on  the  shore,  until  they  reach 
le  Packla,  where  their  route  changes  from  N.W« 

» aw. 

Fish  is  said  to  abound  in  the  northern  rivers  on 
le  eastern  coast,  as  well  as  in  the  Bay  of  St  Law- 
moe,  which  last  is  the  only  place  where  ships  can 
Dehor,  and  is  formed  by  the  Tchukskoi  and  Ana- 
yrskoi  Nosses.  They  have  no  knowledge  nor 
radition  of  any  nation  cal|ed  the  Shellages,  but 
'ley  recognise  the  word  Kopai,  as  applicable  to 
le  name  of  a  person  in  their  language.  They 
now  nothing  either  of  their  origin  or  first  settle- 
tent  in  the  country,  nor  of  the  Tartar  nations  sub- 
set to  Russia,  nor  do  they  understand  any  Tartar 
^ords.  Their  language  bears  no  affinity  to  the 
Lsiatic,  though  it  is  understood  by  the  Koriaks. 
lie  features  of  the  Tchuktchi,  their  manners  and 
Dttoms,  pronounce  them  of  American  origin,  of 
^Uch  the  shaving  of  their  heads,  puncturing  of 
beir  bodies,  wearing  large  ear-rings,  their  inde- 
endent  and  s  watering  way  of  walking,  their  dress, 
nd  superstitious  ideas,  are  also  evident  proofs ; 
or  is  it  less  than  probable  that  the  EaquunvoK^ 
nd  otb#i*  tiibea  of  Arctic  AmericanB,  may  Wvft 
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descended  from  them,  for  seyeral  words  of  their 
languages  are  alike,  and  their  dress  perfectly  nmi- 
lar.  That  New  Siberia  has  been  inhabited^  there 
is  no  doubt ;  many  huts  or  yonrtes  still  ezistiDg« 
and  there  are  traditions  in  Siberia  of  tribes  haring 
been  compelled,  from  persecution,  the  small-pox, 
as  well  as  from  disease,  to  quit  their  lands  for  those 
beyond  the  seas. 

The  persons  of  the  Tcbuktchi  are  not  pecnliariy 
lai^e,  though  their  dress,  which  is  dean,  but  of 
enormous  size,  gives  them  almost  a  gigantic  appear- 
ance. They  have  fair  or  dear  skins,  but  orduiary 
though  masculine  features.  In  conduct  they  are 
wild  and  rude.  They  have  no  diseases,  and  live 
to  a  great  age ;  two  of  the  chiefs  at  the  fair  beiog 
past  seventy,  as  calculated  by  the  number  of  voy- 
ages they  had  made,  ere  they  accompanied  Captua 
Billings.  I  did  not  find  them  idolatrously  fond  of 
spirits,  as  they  refused  to  change  furs  for  that  almie, 
although  they  would  readily  receive  it,  and  in  pre- 
ference bargain  with  the  donors.  They  appeared 
a  bold,  suspicious,  and  irascible  people,  and,  tboogfa 
very  avaricious,  perfectly  honest,  and  not  inhospi- 
table. They  appear  to  trust  to  their  nomind  inde- 
pendence, by  concealing  their  actud  weakness,  and 
magnifying  their  numericd  strength.  They  have  a 
respect  for  their  chiefs,  and  do  not  live  in  that  perfieet 
state  of  equality  which  has  been  supposed,  though 
they  purposely  affect  that  equality  in  the  presence  of 
the  Russians ;  when  the  most  common  of  their  na- 
tion will  enter  a  Russian  dwelling,  behave  rude  and 
churlish,  keep  his  cap  on,  take  what  he  wants  widh 
out  asking,  and  ultimately  quit  without  the  sli§^iteit 
thanks,  acknowledgment,  or  appearance  of  feefing* 
The  chiefs,  on  the  contrary,  are  extremeHy  conwt 
JB  all  that  concema  t\ie\T  co\i^x)L<:N.  V\>Sdl  tha  Rw- 
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sians ;  sitting  with  their  caps  off,  asking  for  what 
they  want,  and  making  themselves  hy  no  means 
miacceptable  gnests. 

The  whole  of  them  are  ingenious,  cunnings  in- 
dustrious, and  excellent  mechanics,  which  is  proved 
by  the  symmetry,  neatness^  and  quantity  of  their 
nartes,  clothes,'  tents,  arms,  and  ornaments.  They 
have  no  religion,  but  a  sort  of  regard  to  some  sor- 
cerers or  people  held  by  them  in  veneration.  They 
are  allowed  to  retain  five  wives,  whom  they  may 
put  to  death  upon  discovery  of  any  criminal  inter- 
course ;  holding  also  the  power  of  compelling  them 
to  such  criminal  intercourse, — an  act  by  no  means 
unfreqnent,  when  the  husband  is  in  want  of  an  heir 
or  son* 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Tchuktchi  appear  to  be  ap- 
proaching to  Russian  subjection ;  and  I  am  confi- 
dent they  would  never  object  to  a  traveller  or  tra- 
vellers exploring  their  inhospitable  country,  pro- 
vided they  received  a  remuneration ;  and  nothing 
prevented  my  being  able  to  accompany  them,  save 
their  avarice  and  my  poverty.  I  felt,  however, 
huppY  in  establishing  the  fact  of  being  permitted 
to  go  on  some  terms,  because  it  will  enable  the 
Russian  government  to  take  the  first  opportunity 
of  exploring  their  country.  Yet  I  would  advise 
such  as  are  employed  to  be  particular  in  their  con- 
duct ;  they  will  have  to  do  with  a  people  jealous 
and  suspicious,  but  who,  although  cautious  in  gi- 
ving their  word,  are  truly  fidthfiil  in  keeping  it.  He 
who  shall  feel  inclined  to  accompany  such  a  savage 
nee  through  their  inhospitable  and  uninteresting 
ODimtryymust  doubtless  be  prepared  to  undergo  very 
great  fetigues  and  privations ;  he  should  be  inured 
to  ooldy  as  he  will  doubtless  have  to  walk  the  VfVioW 
distance^  but  on  no  day  exceeding  four  or  &ye  m^e%< 
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He  should  also  be  tall,  stout,  and  strong,  for  soeb, 
and  such  only,  the  Tchuktcbi  both  fear,  obey,  and 
respect. 

The  manner  of  dressing  their  food  is  by  boilbg, 
when  wood  can  be  procured,  which,  however,  is  not 
frequently  the  case  during  the  winter  season.  .Tbe^ 
then  generally  consume  frozen  meat  or  fish,  whieb, 
with  them,  as  with  the  others  in  rein-deer  coun- 
tries, is  considered  a  necessary  and  extravaguft 
luxury ;  warm  and  raw  marrow  is  also  their  greiMt 
delicacy.  The  flavour  of  their  meat  is  most  exqui- 
site^ free  from  that  soft  and  flabby  taste  comiaon 
to  rein-deer  and  veal^  with  a  flavour  somewhat  be- 
tween beef  and  mutton,  more  tender  than  the  onS) 
and  less  so  than  the  other.  They  drink  tea,  and 
are  exceedingly  fond  of  sugar.  Tobacco  is  their 
great  commodity,  which  they  eat,  chew,  smoker 
and  snu£f  at  the  same  time.  I  have  seen  boys  and 
girls  of  nine  or  ten  years  of  age,  put  a  large  leaf 
of  tobacco  into  their  mouths,  without  permittiiig 
any  saliva  to  escape  ;  nor  will  they  put  aside  the 
tobacco  should  meat  be  offered  to  them,  but  cooi- 
tinue  consuming  both  together.  They  are  said,  no 
doubt  correctly,  to  drink  only  snow  water  during 
the  winter ;  to  melt  which,  when  no  wood  is  to  be 
had,  very  disgusting  and  dirty  means  are  resorted 
to.  Nothing  is  so  acceptable  to  a  rein-deer  as  fau' 
man  urine,  and  I  have  seen  them  even  run  to  get 
it  as  occasion  offered. 

In  closing  the  account  of  this  strange  people^  I 
may  mention  two  remarkable  circumstaneaa :  a 
kettle  or  cooking  utensil  is  in  their  language  caUed 
cookie^  but  whether  the  word  proceeds,  as  I  con- 
jecture, from  the  remembrance  of  the  name  of  Cap- 
lain  Cook,  who  first  supplied  them  with  that  utenili 
or  from  the  EnglVsYi  ^oid  ^«\tf)X\n%tlhe  ns^  ii  k  ap- 
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led  Co,  I  admit  to  be  a  question.     To  tliese  yes 
Is,  which  are  of  iron,  they  are  much  attached,  ano 
e  stronger  and  stouter  tney  are,  the  better ;  nor 
ill  any  consideration  induce  them  to  take  or  pur- 
tase  a  copper  vessel,  although  lined  with  tin,  as  they 
osider  it  poisonous.   Plain  raw  iron  are  preferred, 
d  these  they  will  fearlessly,  and  with  impunity, 
ndle  in  a  temperature  of  forty  degrees  of  frost  by 
eanmur.    The  other  circumstance  to  which  I  ai- 
de, is  the  occasional  migration  of  large  armies  of 
ice,  either  from,  or  to^  this  continent  and  America. 
f  the  annual  movements  of  these  small  but  nu- 
erons  animals  in  the  peninsula  of  Kamtchatka,  I 
[Ye  little  doubt ;  and  contrasting  or  weighing  that 
lowledge,  with  the  circumstance  that  most  of  the 
Dthing  of  the  Tchuktchi  is  embroidered  with  the 
lins  of  mice,  I  consider  the  assertion  of  their  an* 
ud  migration  as  perfectly  warranted. 
My  return  to  the  Kolyma  occupied  me  only  two 
78,  partly  from  lightness  of  carriage,  and  partly 
n  the  hunger  of  the  dogs,  there  being  little  or 
e  of  their  common  food  offering  for  sale  on  the 
'c8  of  the  Aniuy.  I  was  most  happy  to  meet  with 
)firon  Wrangel,  who  had  returned  from  his  eiqpe- 
n  round  Shelatskoi  Noss.    I  received  from  him 
bllowing  account.     He  was  absent  a  month 
tlie  whole,  and  followed  the  course  laid  down 
t  chart  of  reference  at  the  end  of  the  second 
ie,  which  proves  that  the  information  I  had 
d  from  the  Tchuktchi  was  perfectly  correct ; 
\  as  the  contents  of  my  memorial  to  the  Royal 
Yy  which  the  baron  had  previously  read.    A 
ats  to  the  east  of  Shelatskoi  Noss,  which  is 
t  70°  5'  latitude ;  the  longitude  about  176* 
*  east  of  Baranov  Kameno ;  which  is  ex«fiX\^ 
'between  Cape  North  and  Baranov Kameue^ 

Y  8  * 


254  BARON  wrangel's 

Tciiaon  Bay,  with  its  two  islands,  and  the  direH* 
ings  between  the  island  of  Illere,  or  Sabedei  of 
ShalaourofP,  and  the  main-laud,  were  also  reca|^ 
Dised  by  the  baron.  They  were  doubtless  inhabitedf 
as  the  expedition  was  in  their  tracks  f<Nr  three  days. 
The  run  of  the  coast  from  the  Kolyma  to  Sbelatskoi 
Noss,  is  about  E.N.E.  and  that  from  the  Noss  to 
the  east,  very  easterly  from  Cape  Kuxmin. 

No  doubt  whatever  can  now  be  entertained  of 

Deshneff  having  gone  round  the N. Escape,  no  other 

impediment  but  ice  appearing  to  exist ;  aa  little»  or 

less,  need  there  be,  of  ShalaouroflTs  having  reached 

it,  he  having  actually  described  the  formaUon  of 

Tchaon  Bay,  although  he  placed  it  too  far  to  the 

northward,  as  he  did  also  Sbelatskoi  N<ms  ;  while 

in  fact  the  theory  of  Mr  Coxe  respecting  this  conn* 

try  is  perfectly  correct.    Baron  Wrangel  and  Cook 

may  be  said  to  have  seen  across  the  intervening 

space  which  has  not  actually  been  traversed  by 

Europeans.     I  will,  however,  leave  this  scientific 

argument  to  the  merits  of  the  appendix,  and  change 

it  for  an  introduction  of  some  extracts  from  Baron 

Wrangel's  letter  to  me,  after  his  first  journey  aerou 

the  Frozen  Sea,  and  the  track  of  which  will  appear 

upon  the  chart  annexed.   The  baron  observes,  that, 

although  I  should  otherwise  hear  all  particulars 

about  the  expedition  to  the  north  from  the  Kolyma, 

still  he  feels  disposed  to  give  me  some  information 

on  the  subject.     <<  I  have,"  he  continues,  «  used 

your  suggestion  with  some  alterations,  and  what 

has  been  done  during  the  last  voyage,  is  certainly 

done  by  this  invention  of  yours ;  used  in  such  a 

manner  as  I  used  it,  it  proved  to  be  tr^risquant. 

It  was  indeed  a  very  happy  accident,  that  the  white 

bean,  havinff  circumnavigaied  the  ice  mountain,  on 

the  top  of  which  I  had  madft  \W  ^^m^houae,  several 
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timely  did!  not  attempt  to  ascend  it,  as  they,  the 
bearsy  woold  have  had  no  difficulty  in  destroying 
tocb  JFortificatiQnB,  although  I  before  thought  to  the 
contrary,  especially  as  the  dog-master  said,  that 
none  of  liie  dreadful  white-bear  regiment  had  either 
force  or  ability  to  rob  us  either  of  our  own  or  the 
dogs*  provisions,  out  of  its  strong  concealment. 
Nevertheless  I  have  seen,  during  the  late  voyage, 
sncb  tricks  of  these  white  bears,  that  the  precatt^ 
timu  I  took  for  the  preservation  of  our  provisions, 
I  call  a  happy  accidenL  Should  I  make  the  same 
voyage  the  next  spring,  I  will  take  no  firewood  at 
all,  bat  take  wood  prepared  to  build  a  stronger 
cellar  within  the  ice,  and  dry  moss,  with  fish  oil, 
shall  serve  to  boil  the  tea-kettle ;  a  circumstance 
which  will  much  relieve  the  dogs  as  to  the  point  of 
weight,  as  well  as  serve  us  upon  our  return  in  re* 
spect  of  fire-wood." 

Although  I  cannot  but  do  justice  to  the  baron's 
general  and  scientific  knowledge,  I  confess  I  do  not 
know  precisely  what  he  means  by  the  term  happy 
oeeidenL  The  idea  I  suggested  was  to  prevent  an 
accident,  and  I  suppose,  therefore,  the  baron  meant 
that  it  was  a  happy  circumstance  that  the  bears  did 
not  ascend  the  mountain,  as  in  that  case  the  pre- 
cautions taken  would  have  been  useless.  To  ena- 
ble the  baron  to  go  farther,  with  more  ease  to  the 
dogs,  two  days'  provisions  for  the  homeward  voy- 
age were  to  be  buried  at  every  third  day's  out- 
ward voyage ;  the  plan  of  securing  such  provisions 
of  conrse,  must  be  left  entirely  to  the  ingenuity  of 
the  party  travelling,  as  well  as  to  the  means  pre- 
sented by  the  situation  of  the  ice.  But  I  think, 
with  half-a-dozen  people,  I  could  secure  provisions 
u  snch  a  manner  as,  not  indeed  to  elude  the  saga-. 
city  of.  the  bean^bnt  to  prove  the  inefficacy  ot  t\\e\t 
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strength  when  put  in  competition  with  tlie  ngBcitjf 
of  man. 

The  baron  next  proceeds  to  point  out  the  rather 
dangerous  situation  in  which  he  was  latterljr  placed, 
the  last  nine  days  of  his  journey  being  over  a  field 
of  ice,  in  general  but  haif  a  foot  thick,  althongli 
only  in  the  latter  part  of  April.  During  maDy 
parts  of  this  journey,  they  came  to  open  channels, 
five  and  seven  feet  wide,  and  each  night  brooght 
with  it  strong  north  and  nordi-west  winds,  winch 
made  the  ice  tremble)  beneath  their  cold  pillowai 
At  times,  sounds  like  the  roar  of  thunder  would 
assail  their  ears,  yet  prove  only  to  be  the  shatter- 
ing of  ice-hills,  and  the  severing  of  the  fields  of 
ice*  At  one  period,  the  baron  and  his  friend,  Mr 
Matiushkin,  were  gone  in  quest  of  a  white  bw  te 
feed  the  dogs  which  had  sufiered  much,  when  the 
ice  broke  under  their  feet  with  such  a  noise  tlitt 
Mr  M.  actually  called  out,  <<  What  will  now  be- 
come of  us  ?"  when  the  baron  was  so  convinced  of 
its  being  thunder,  that  he  looked  to  the  south,  in 
expectation  of  seeing  the  lightning  that  must  pre* 
cede  the  second  peal.  The  Cossacks,  however, 
pointed  out  that  the  ice  was  breaking,  which  in« 
duced  him  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  towards  the 
dose  ice,  then  distant  three  or  four  miles.  The 
dog-master  and  Cossacks  expressed  much  regret  at 
continuing  the  direct  course,  hnt^  forttinaiefy^  they 
arrived  siSe,  and  reached  the  Kolyma  in  the  begin* 
ning  of  May.  I  have  used  the  term  fortunaie,  as 
the  subsequent  spring  and  summer)  or  rather  the 
continuation  of  winter,  proved  the  most  eztnundi* 
nary  ever  known  at  the  Koljina ;  ia  severity  ■t* 
tending  them  which  might  have  permitted  the  oow 
xuander  of  the  expedition  to  risk  much  man  ia 
point  of  time  tlmu^TOGiYfT^A^  then  tho^ghi 
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pradent.  In  one  of  the  foUofring  teasons  he  wan 
■ctnally  cast  away  so  early  as  the  month  of  March ; 
which  period,  so  ffar  from  being  entertained  or  con^i 
Bidered  as  a  dangerous  one,  is  usually  that  allotted 
to  the  commencement  of  a  journey  over  the  ice. 
In  theee  high  latitudes  there  is  no  actual  criterion 
how  to  judge  of  the  seasons. 

The  ice  in  the  year  1821  did  not  break  up  until 
the  29th  May  O.  S.  The  coldness  of  the  summer 
was  most  extraordinary.  On  the  20th  June,  2d 
July,  and  Sd  August,  there  was  much  snow,  and 
(me  iiegree  and  a  half  of  cold  of  Rkaumur,  with* 
out  intermission,  accompanied  with  constant  N.  W. 
gales.  The  month  of  May,  although  so  cold,  was 
the  only  agreeable  weather  during  spring  or  sum- 
mer ;  and  the  appearances  of  a  bad  season  were 
Tery  distressing.  Neither  the  small  rivers  running 
into  the  Kolyma^  nor  the  Kolyma  itself,  had,  on 
the  15th  of  August,  produced  any  fish,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  height  of  the  waters.  The  only  hope 
of  the  poor  inhabitants,  and  of  the  expedition,  rest- 
ed on  the  interval  betwixt  the  time  of  the  river 
freezing  and  the  month  of  December.  On  the  13th 
of  August,  the  baron  received  information  that  the 
Mn-deer  chase  on  the  Aniuy  and  Omelon  had  en- 
tirely (idled,  and  that  the  Yukagiri  were  in  a  state 
of  starvation.  The  22d  of  August  it  snowed  hardy 
and  continued  to  snow  till  the  2dth,  when  the  lakes 
were  aU  frozen  over.  On  the  30th  August  Baron 
Wrangel  was  frozen  up  in  a  boat  in  the  Kolyma, 
and  boary  winter  was  dated  from  that  period,  as 
the  river  thence  became  passable  for  dogs  and 
nartefl.  I  shall  here  conclude  my  observations  re- 
specting this  indefatigable  young  officer,  by  sayin^^ 
tnat  for  a  combiiuuioii  o/*  personal  exeTl\oti«aii«8i* 
eriSce,  with  the  moat  ondoubted  acienU&c  Vxio^* 

y  2 
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Jedge, '  especially  that  of  practical  and  theoretical 
Bstronomy,  so  necessary  to  conduct  an  expedition 
of  this  nature,  I  beliere  Baron  Wrangel  has  no 
ifequal  in  the  Russian  navy.  Nor  will  the  opinion 
I  have  thus  candidly  given,  in  the  first  edition  of 
my  work,  have  the  less  weight  with  the  thinking 
part  of  the  community,  when  I  acquaint  them  with 
the  hazardous,  nay  perilous,  hut  fortunate  result  of 
his  last  enterprising  attempt,  in  which  he,  by  a 
HAPPY  ACCIDENT,  was  enabled  to  trace  the  Asia- 
tic coast  from  Shelatskoi  Noss  to  Serdze  Kameae, 
The  account  of  it  will  also  he  found  in  tho  Ap- 
pendix* 
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Dqiartuve  from  the  Kolyma — Lapteff—Sredne  Eolymsk--* 
Koiatchey  Ostrog — ^Verchne  Kolymsk — The  Zyzanka— • 
Hokusfdbetie  and   Bochiera — Boulouktak — Kourouack 

— Terachtack,  &c. — Kourdak — Andigezan — In  tack 

Omekon  —  Nera  —  Indigirka,  RWerfl — The  Tongousi 
Tribe — The  Koudousou  and  Kounounaksala  Rivers— 
The  Okota— Okotsk. 

Winter  was  still  raging  with  all  its  sereiity, 
when  I  prepared  to  qidt  the  Kolyma.  I  could  now, 
indeed,  hare  no  inducement  to  remain  longer ;  my 
desire  of  penetrating  through  the  country  of  the 
Tchnktchi  no  longer  existed,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  across  to  the  opposite  continent :  and  as 
I  had  failed,  through  the  avarice  of  the  savages,  I 
determined  to  proceed  to  Okotsk,  by  the  direct 
route,  in  spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  commis- 
sary, Cossacks,  and  Yakuti,  who  were  ordered  to 
attend  me  wherever  I  might  go.  The  proper  mode 
was  by  that  I  had  previously  come ;  but  I  wish- 
ed of  course  to  avoid  near  two  thousand  miles 
of  such  sameness,  independent  of  my  desire  to 
reach  Okotsk  by  the  first  of  Jime.    The  Yakuti 
were  bo  fearful  of  a  route  of  the  kind,  that  they 
emi  attempted  to  bribe  me  with  presents  to  take 
saother ;  but  I  was  resolutely  fixed  upon  the  i\fi$7i 
nvote,  and  the  iBsuh  will  ehow  that  I  had  oxA^ 
myself  t0  tbaakfor  the  difficulties  I  encounXece^ 
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and  the  narrow  escapes  I  had  so  often  for  my  life. 
To  me,  howeyer,  the  hardest  day's  worlpwas  foU 
lowed  by  the  happiest  evening,  and  the  soondest 
sleep  as  I  lay  down  on  my  snow  pillow. 

With  grateful  recollections  of  the  hospitality 
and  kind  treatment  I  had  experienced  from  every 
individual  in  the  commissariat  of  Kolyma,  I  de- 
parted on  the  27th  of  March  in  a  narte  royal,  that 
is,  one  drawn  by  thirteen  dogs,  who  took  me  eighty 
miles  in  one  day ;  a  prodigious  day's  journey,  as  it  ii 
considered  in  this  part  of  the  world,  for  the  same 
dogs  to  perform.  The  1st  of  May  is,  however, 
the  period  usually  calculated  on  for  the  Omekoa 
and  other  rivers  breaking  up,  and  I  was  a  long  dis- 
tance from  them ;  I  was  therefore  compelled  to 
hasten,  to  prevent  a  detention  on  the  banks  of 
them  for  six  weeks  or  more.  I  cotild-  not  but  fed 
melancholy  and  sick  at  hfeart  at  parting  as  it  were 
from  a  brother,  in  the  person  of  Baron  WnngA 
However,  I  pushed  forward,  and  in  three  diyt 
reached  Lapteff,  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  from 
Nishney  Kolymsk.  The  weather  was  most  vtri- 
able ;  in  the  early  part  of  the  morning  we  had 
15°  of  frost,  at  noon  as  many  of  heat,  from  ih^ 
reflection  of  the  sun,  and  in  the  evening  again  10* 
of  frost.  The  mornings,  before  the  sun  appeared, 
were  the  coldest  I  ever  endured,  being  really  men 
severe  than  40°  of  frost,  owing  to  the  heavy  fogs 
which  prevail  in  the  latter  end  of  March  and  be- 
ginning of  April,  and  which  strike  an  indescribable 
cold  to  the  whole  frame. 

At  Lapteff  I  met  my  old  friend,  the  venerdde 

prince  of  ninety-one.    He  had  just  retnmed  froio 

a  visit  to  another  prince,  twenty  miles  distanty  aid 

ioaisted  upon  accom^^Niiv^  iiv^  iba  foUowhig 

morning ;  and  suc\i  waa  W  \i«eV^  «eA  ^m^p&eSg^ 
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0  bear  tlie  piercing  morning  air,  tbat  while  I  was 
compelled  to  walk,  as  it  seemed,  to  save  my  life, 
;he  old  Yakut  prince  was  quietly  walking  his  horse 
4>  a  sort  of  humming  time,  which  may  he  said  to 
;onstitate  a  Yakut's  song.  There  is  no  regular 
neaning  in  what  they  sing,  heing  made  up  of  any 
ncidental  allusions  to  the  weather,  trees,  rivers, 
fatigues,  horses,  and  the  like,  according  to  the  im- 
mediate impulse  of  the  moment. 

From  Lapte£f  I  continued  my  route  to  Sredne 
Kolymsk,  where  I  arrived  on  the  fifth  day  at  noon, 
much  fatigued.  I  was  exceedingly  gratified  with 
\be  repetition  of  old  kindnesses  and  rememhrances 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  as  I  came  along. 
They  were  cheerfully  looking  forward  to  an  early 
nimmery  in  which,  alas  I  they  were  bitterly  disap* 
pomted.  They  were  constantly  presenting  me  with 
the  first  partridges  and  hares,  which  the  approach- 
ing sun  had  sent  in  advance ;  and  even  other  early 
delicacies  were  given  me  in  aid  of  the  long  jour« 
ney  I  had  before  me. 

The  day  that  I  reached  Sredne  Kolymsk  I  stai't- 
ed  a  large  grey  wolf,  and,  being  on  horseback,  was 
nearly  thrown  iato  the  snow,  as  I  had  repeatedly 
been  before.  A  burnt  child  is  said  to  dread  the 
fire»  so  a  bit  horse  dreads  a  wolf;  the  one  I  rode 
had  BO  suffered.  The  only  pleasure  I  experienced 
in  Saredne  Kolymsk  was  being  housed  in  the  com- 
fortable abode  of  my  old  attendant,  Peter  Treche- 
koff,  who  was,  in  the  absence  of  the  commissary, 
chief  of  the  department.  I  renewed  the  protesta- 
tions of  my  fidelity  and  good-will  towards  a  person 

1  felt  80  highly  indebted  to;  and  t\\e  certificate 
which  I  gave  him  of  his  extraordinary  good  con- 
dnct  and  kindness  towards  me,  was,  I  am  hapi^>f 
IQ  aay,  the  occaaioiz  of  bis  being  made  a  Bet^ensXv 
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beyond  which,  though  he  does  not  at  presoit  aapim; 
he  will  necessarily  attain,  at  any  under  officer, 
whose  conduct  is  good  in  that  rank  for  a  csertttn 
number  of  years,  may  demand  the  rank  of  an  ofr 
cer  as  a  recompense.  Surely  this  is  a  regolatioa 
well  worthy  of  imitation  in  every  country.  What 
can  be  a  greater  incentive  to  good  conduct,  in  any 
department  under  a  government,  than  the  fact  of 
knowing  that  both  a  pecuniary  and  honorary  re- 
ward attends  the  exertions  of  every  individual? 
Patience,  Cossack,  and  you  will  be  the  Hetman  l 
is  an  encouraging  Russian  proverb. 

I  remained  with  my  old  friend  a  couple  of  dayiy 
awaiting  a  fresh  Cossack,  who  was  ordered  to  at' 
tend  me  to  Okotsk.  I  felt  most  happy  in  prapa* 
ring  once  more  to  tread  a  new  road,  and  tluvir 
aside  the  difficulties  which  were  for  ever  thundend 
in  my  ears.  The  poor  young  love-sick  Coawrit 
destined  to  attend  me  I  could  not  but  pity ;  he  had 
a  positive  fear  of  going  to  Okotsk,  so  far  from  Im 
wife,  a  pretty  young  girl,  and  then  again  to  Ya^ 
kutsk,  where  he  would  be  detained  five  or  six 
months,  and  thus  be  kept  from  his  home  at  leait 
k  twelvemonth.  These,  indeed,  were  no  amatt 
complaints.  Leaving  his  home  at  that  time  had 
this  additional  consequence,  that  his  presence  wv 
then  most  wanted  to  assist  in  fishing.  The  caie 
was  not,  however,  so  bad  as  my  readers  may  intfh 
gine  ;  for  when  a  Cossack  is  absent  from  his  hone 
upon  the  public  service,  his  family  still  receive  tha 
proportion  of  fish  which  would  have  accrued  to  lam 
had  he  been  present ;  on  such  friendly  tenna  da 
the  people  live  in  this  part  of  the  world.  And  up* 
on  my  promising  him  that  he  should  retnni  dinel 
to  the  Kolyma,  he  was  reconciled,  and  wa  pnp' 
iie/l  to  depart.    'S^ot  waa  m^  '^pcwfima  rendef^d  i' 
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lone  effect  by  Vladimir  Ushinsky,  the  chief  of 
Dkotak ;  on  tne  contrary,  more  than  I  had  promi- 
ledy  wnminiBter  like,  was  done  for  the  benefit  of 
;his  otherwise  almost  useless  Cossack,  whose  sick- 
leas  at  heart  had  seyeral  times  nearly  proved  his 
md  my  min. 

Our  first  day's  journey  was  to  a  place  called 
Kaaachey,  sixty  miles,  by  a  good  path,  on  the 
[Kolyma,  abounding  with  summer  establishments 
or  fishing,  else  a  dreary  low  waste,  producing  no- 
Jung  but  stunted  wood.  I  felt  really  happy  in  the 
evening  in  the  comfortable  residence  of  a  rich  Ya- 
oity  who  had  married  a  Cossack  s  daughter.  She 
waa  dreadfully  afflicted  with  the  hiccoughs,  and  I 
(gain  tried  my  medical  skilly  by  giving  her  a  slap 
n  the  back.  It  had  no  effect ;  and  her  husband 
ben  told  me  that  she  had  the  dieavel  ootra,  or  the 
ievO  in  her  belly.  It  was  apparent  there  was 
nmetbing  in  the  case ;  but  whether  a  devil  or  a 
lild  I  do  not  pretend  to  know.  Whatever  it  was, 
t  efiectually  deprived  me  of  sleep.  The  malady 
nntinued  the  whole  night ;  though  it  seems  the 
larties  afflicted  with  it  can,  during  the  fit,  sleep 
omdly ;  but  on  the  instance  I  have  this  day  seen 
pf  ha  eflfects  upon  a  lovely  young  woman  I  will 
lot  dwell,  for  it  is  too  melancholy. 

The  following  day,  over  numerous  large  lakes 
■d  a  rich  pasture  country,  I  resumed  my  journey* 
Ifany  Yaknti  live  in  the  environs,  employed  in 
■faingy  and  in  the  chase  of  bears,  rein-deer,  sables, 
mA  aqniirels ;  the  latter  are  here  innumerable.  In 
In  afiernoon  we  were  thrown  into  a  snow  pit ; 
the  fall  and  plunging  of  our  horses  threw  us  off 
our  saddles;  and  the  horses,  finding  themselves 
dinBgaged  from  their  burdens,  scrambled  up  th« 
fity  and  left  ns  and  our  baggage  to  ahiEt  m  ^« 
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could.   After  ten  miles  walk  we  reached  a  yonrte^ 
whose  owner  saddled  his  own  beasts,  and  sent 
them  for  the  baggage ;  while  our  own  Yakut!  went 
in  search  of  their  own  horses.     I  was,  meantime, 
made  perfectly  comfortable,  and  amused  myself 
with  the  tricks  of  a  shamane,  or  sorcerer,  some  of 
which  were  indeed  strange  enough.    He  ware  a 
sort  of  short  surtout,  covered  over  with  a  variety 
of  small  pieces  of  iron,  about  the  size  and  shape  of 
the  pointed  blade  of  a  penknife ;  his  boots  were 
embroidered,  as  were  also  his  cap  and  gloves.  The 
performance  of  course  began  by  smoking  a  pipe; 
then  taking  his  tambourine  and  bolouyak,  or  tarn* 
bourine-stick,  he  seated  himself  cross-legged  neir 
the  person  to  be  exorcised,  and  began  to  sing  a 
doleful  ditty,  accompanied  by  mpre  doleful  mnsic; 
the  import  of  the  song  I  could  not  gather.    After 
this  introduction  he  began  to  jump,  hop,  and  fling 
about,  roaring,  screaming,  and  making  the  mart 
hideous  distortions  of  face  and  body,  so  that  I  ac 
tually  believed  him  to  be  mad.     I  never  felt  mor 
pain  for  any  one  than  I  felt  for  this  shamane,  oe 
tainly  much  more  than  for  the  sick  person  on  who 
behalf  his  incantations  were  made.  After  this  v 
lent  exercise  he  drew  his  knife,  and,  to  all  appe 
ancc,  plunged  it  into  his  belly.  I  really  felt  alv 
ed,  believing  that  he  had  actually  committed 
cide ;  he,  however,  drew  back  the  knife  in  my 
sence,  without  any  efiiision  of  blood,  and,  mi 
without  any  actual  incision  being  made.   He 
formally  announced  that  the  evil  spirit  woul 
triumph,  provided  the  customary  sacrifice  was 
of  a  fat  marc.  The  party  was  then  dismissed 
an  invitation  to  come  to  the  next  day's  feast, 
the  mare  was  to  be  cooked.   In  all  this  conjf 
$b^re  was  iiuieed  no  «\\^\X  q^  \\«nd^  but  n 
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•light  of  the  belly ;  and  the  case  is,  that  the  sha- 
manes  aie,  from  habit,  accustomed  to  draw  in  that 
part  of  the  belly  which  the  knife  is  snpposexl  to 
penetrate,  to  a  distance  of  five  or  six  inches ;  they 
never,  however,  use  other  than  their  own  knives, 
from  fear,  I  presume,  qi  their  being  too  long:  The 
power  of  these  impostors  over  the  ignorant  multi- 
tude is  very  great,  but  they  do  not  wander  far  from 
their  principality,  nor  are  they  numerous.  Their 
pretensions  extend  to  the  cure  of  diseases,  chan- 
fjing  the  weather,  affording  successful  chase,  and 
finding  stolen  things. 

.  In  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  a  ludicrous  cir- 
eamstance  occurred  betwixt  the  above  sliamane  and 
myself.  I  had  invited  him  to  take  tea  with  me  ; 
and  when  he  came,  I  put  a  little  tobacco  in  the 

«m  of  my  Cossack  s  hand  to  give  to  the  shamane* 
8  Cossack,  however,  carelessly  or  ignorantly,put 
it  into  the  tea-kettle,  supposing  it  to  be  tea,  and  the 
mistake  was  not  known  until  the  kettle  was  brought 
bmling  hot,  and,  pouring  it  out,  we  discovered  by 
he  flavour  that  it  was  tobacco-water.     The  sha- 
aine  was  highly  indignant  and  enraged,  the  peo- 
le  of  the  house  still  more  so,  and  the  sick  person 
n»t  die,  unless  a  second  sacrifice  was  made.  This 
was  extremely  anxious  to  avoid  ;  and  the  only 
medy  I  had  was  to  part  with  half  of  the  spirits  I 
Bsessed,  which,  although  a  loss  of  consequence 
me,  I  readily  endured,  to  prevent  the  impostor 
m  procuring  a  second  gormandizing  feast  at  the 
<ense,  if  not  the  ruin,  of  the  poor  people.  As  it 
9  the  shamane  got  roaring  drunk  on  the  result 
^  mistake,  and  so  I  left  him. 
he  horses  did  not  return  with  the  baggage  till 
midnight,  when  one  bag  of  my  clothing  was 
ng,  as  we)}  as  my  pipe :  the  la.%  a  Bfsno\i% 
c.  /.  z 


266  VERCUNE  KOLYM6K* 

I088,  as  it  was  my  friend,  companioiiy  comforter,  and 
almost  sole  enjoyment.  I  could  have  mourned  for 
it,  like  Sancho  after  his  Dapple;  but  it  was  fruit- 
less, and  I  accordingly  wished  the  poesesaor  the 
enjoyment  of  it  for  my  sake.  Next  day,  over  a 
stubby  heath,  affording  a  fine  view  of  the  moun- 
tains to  the  south-east,  we  gained  sixty  miles.  I 
observed  on  the  lakes  numerous  parties  fishing 
through  the  ice,  who  gave  me  a  supply  whenever 
I  desired  it.  On  the  fourth  day  I  r^iched  Verch- 
ne  Kolymsk  late  in  the  evening,  suffering  much 
from  the  loss  of  skin,  which  left  my  nose  and  lips 
bare.  The  whole  distance  was  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles. 

Verchne  Kolymsk  is  considered  a  large  village^ 
having  fifteen  dwellings,  with  near  two  hundred 
inhabitants.  It  stands  in  a  most  bleak  and  exposed 
situation,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Yasashna,  at 
about  a  mile  from  its  junction  with  the  Kolyma.  It 
was  at  this  place  that  the  vessels  for  Captain  Bil- 
lings's expedition  were  built,  the  country  to  the 
southward  abounding  in  fine  timber ;  and  yet  it  ii 
considered,  although  only  so  far  north  as  the  lati- 
tude 60^  3(y,  to  be  one  of  the  coldest  places  in 
Eastern  Siberia,  the  thermometer  falling  as  low  0 
43°  of  Reaumur.  Verchne  Kolymsk  has  notlmig 
remarkable  to  boast  of  but  a  large  cross  erected  by 
Billings,  on  which  are  cut  out  the  names  of  the 
European  people  who  composed  his  expedition^ 
an  expedition  which  performed  nothing.  I  remain^ 
ed  one  day  to  change  my  Cossack,  preferring  n* 
ther  to  beat  up  for  a  volunteer  than  to  take  on  tht 
old  one,  but  to  no  purpose.  Whether  from  fear  of 
me  or  the  journey  it  is  unnecessary  to  inquire,  bat 
the  old  one  must  go !  - 

My  route  from  the  Kolyma  was  towards  tin 
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KooMttl  Bolooktdk,  a  lake  so  named  from  a  fish 
whidi  bhabita  it.    The  first  part  of  the  journey 
was  attended  with  a  little  snow,  but  I  felt  consol- 
ed by  the  number  of  pigeons  and  hares  which  in- 
aeased  omr  sea  stores,  for  thus  I  may  name  them, 
sinee  I  had  really  more  to  do  with  water  than  with 
land  .  At  leng^  I  reached  the  Zyzanka,  and,  at 
twenty  miles  farther,  the  last  habitation  of  the  Ko- 
lyma distriet    We  halted  on  a  rocky  hill,  and  en- 
ooontered  some  difficulty  in  bringing  fire-wood  for 
the  night,  from  a  distance  of  at  least  half  a  mile. 
The  second  day,  with  infinite  labour,  through  deep 
and  soft  snow,  we  reached  twenty  miles  farther, 
encamping  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  which  I 
had  before  seen  stretdung  from  the  south-east. 
Thd  guide  who,  thou^  a  Yakut,  spoke  Russian 
well,  proved  a  choice  and  jovial  fellow ;  while  the 
Coasack,  a  duU  and  melancholy  milk-sop,  was 
browing  every  possible  obstacle  m  my  way,  to  in- 
nee  me  to  take  the  other  road,  or  return.     This, 
aapears  from  letters  which  I  have  since  receiv- 
^  ne  was  directed  to  do  by  a  person  holding  an 
feial  situation ;  an  act  which,  if  known  at  the  go- 
niMnt  of  Yakutsk,  Irkutsk,  or  St  Petersburg, 
lid,  I  am  sure,  have  been  visited  with  severe 
ishment ;  but  commissaries  in  such  places  are 
tally  both  mean  and  worthless.     Still  along 
^ks  of  the  Zyzanka  we  continued  to  the 
-west,  picking  up  at  intervals  partridges  and 
which  had  fallen  in  the  trapH.     The  scenery 
es  somewhat  interesting,  and  the  hills  com- 
of  slate, 
road  I  was  now  upon  was  that  formerly 
'  the  post  from  Yakutsk  to  the  river  Ko- 
\at  is,  by  way  of  Okotsk,  but  discontinued 
quence  of  the  difficulties  which  coaatsuXV^ 


The  reflection  of  the  aun  at  firat  prodao 
-effects  upon  my  eyes ;  but  I  met  it  wit 
grace,  BB  neither  sun  nor  snow  would  gii 
me.  From  the  Zyzanka  I  entered  a  naiT 
toaaed  by  two  lofty  ranges  of  monntauis 
ley  betwixt  which  mna  from  east  to  v 
latter  was  my  courae.  The  southern  n 
bold  and  perpendicular,  and  consequend; 
rock.  The  northern  branch,  whidi  was 
the  south,  rose  into  gentle  and  luxuriant  ei 
affording  a  fine  contrast  to  the  desolado 
left.  Our  party  continued  to  feed  upou  p 
and  hares  from  the  charity  traps.  The  I 
beguiled  by  touching  a  small  wooden  f 
porting  a  log  or  tree,  which  falls  direct  oi 
mal  and  causes  iuatant  death.  These  tra 
numerous,  that  I  haye  in  a  day  got  three 
braces  of  hares  and  partridges.  They  ■ 
tJie  wandering  Yakut!  and  Tongousi,  opi 
the  world,  with  an  understanding  only  ttu 
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I  was  ffaining  ground  from  habit  and  su- 
strength  of  constitution.     The  guide  was 

blind,  while  the  Cossack  was  afflicted  with 
re  diarrhoea  arising  from  want  of  food,  for 
tne  had  failed  us,  and  he  was  too  much  a 

to  eat  horse-meat.  It  was,- however,  his 
ult,  for  he  always  ate  voraciously  whenever 
asion  offered.  With  these  two  invalids  I 
td  the  journey,  prescribing  for  them,  but 
t  effect,  and  at  noon  was  obliged  again  to 
I  they  were  unable  to  proceed.     The  heat 

sun  by  Fahrenheit  was  80®,  and  the  route 
d,  ascending  a  perilous  and  laborious  chain 
ated  hills:  The  work  which  now  devolved 
le  was  so  much  more  than  ordinary,  that  I 
lot  but  feel  it  severely ;'  it  was,  however,  my 
>  assist  those  whom  I  had  demanded  to  as- 
I,  and  I  could  make  no  complaint, 
mow  was  deep  but  soft ;  the  noon-day  heat 
^  the  surface,  and  the  night*s  frost  again 

Lit,  just  sufficiently  to  bear  a  man  with 
es ;  so  that,  in  addition  to  our  other  diffi- 

the  horses  began  to  fail.  We  nevertheless 
ted  our  route,  gaining  the  Zyzanka,  and  lat- 
x>88ing  the  mountains  which  confine  it.  We 
itered  the  most  dismal,  dreary,  and  inhos- 

Talley  I  have  ever  seen ;  not  a  blade  of 
lor  moss,  not  a  shrub,  tree,  nor  even  a  mor- 
Irift-wood,  to  be  seen,  but  one  tremendoiis 
Qountain  valley.  We  encamped  on  the 
>f  the  stream,  faring  upon  our  frozen  horse- 
id  a  little  biscuit ;  our  stock  of  spirits  was 
lamed,  and  I  longed  to  reach  some  habita- 
My  poor  Cossack  now  grew  worse,  having 
iree  days  without  food,  and  so  weak,  liSw^X 
necemtary  to  lash  him  to  the  liorse.    ^\v<& 

z2 
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^ide  was  almost  blind,  being  unable  even  \o  bring 
^e  borses  in  horn,  the  pasture.  I  waa  tbusxom- 
pelled  to  perform  the  functions  of  ostler,  wood^ 
cutter,  guide,  doctor,  cook,  and  trayeller;  regret- 
ting only  the  necessity  that  compelled  me  so  to  act^ 
for  otherwise  I  took  so  little  heed  of  it,  that  I  slept 
the  sounder.  •  > 

Leaving  this  desolate  valley,  our  route  lay  over 
a  few  rugged  hills,  by  a  path  which  seemed  to 
point  itself  out  as  the  proper  route.  We  soon  en- 
tered upon  the  river  Koulgall,  and  the  romantic 
valley  of  Boulouktak,  named  from  the  lake,  stream^ 
and  fish  produced  from  it,  the  second  of  whidi  en* 
ters  the  narrow  defile  in  the  elevated  southern 
ranges.  The  prospect  is  most  beautiful ;  tollable 
sized  wood  occupies  the  fore-ground,  with  a  smaU 
hill,  which  I  ascended,  to  obtain  a  better  view  of 
the  magnificent  panorama.  To  describe  it  would 
require  a  far  more  able  pen  or  pencil  than  mine. 
The  southern  range  appeared  much  indented,  and 
seemed  to  cast  a  shade  over  their  otherwise  milky 
appearance.  Two  yourtes  on  the  borders  of  a  lake 
were  on  the  left,  while,  from  the  right,  the  livcf 
winded  over  the  plain.  The  whole  view  occupied 
from  south-west  to  east,  and  from  west  to  north* 
east,  so  that  the  valley  runs  from  east-north-east  to 
west-south-west.  The  breadth  of  it  is  about 
twenty  miles.  I  remained  at  a  miserable  yourte 
five  days,  to  see  what  I  could  do  in  restoring  the 
Cossack,  but  in  vain,  and  departed  with  a  Yaknt, 
six  feet  high,  and  stout  in  proportion,  the  largest  I 
have  ever  seen.  He  was,  however,  a  mere  bnil0» 
not  knowing  a  word  of  the  Russian  language,  a 
great  glutton,  stupid,  obstinate,  and  immoi^ty 
lazy. 

.    It  was  with  great  ieVic,\»x!kK,^  \  c^Rsaafiiified  ih» 
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road  'with  him,  but  there  was  no  alternative,  he 
being  the  only  person  who  knew  any  thing  of  the 
loute  towards  the  Omekon.  At  about  fifteen 
miles,  having  passed  three  small  lakes,  we  reached 
the  base  of  the  southern  range  of  hills.  We  as- 
cended them  against  wind  and  snow,  and  night 
closed  in  upon  us  as  we  had  reached  thirty  miles, 
in  the  bosom  of  the  mountains.  It  was  impossible 
to  keep  in  a  fire  from  the  driving  of  the  snow ;  I 
therefore  managed  as  well  as  I  could,  while  my 
half- savage  gigantic  companion  comforted  himself 
with  at  least  twenty  pounds  of  frozen  horse-meat. 
.  Next  day  I  crossed  with  my  companion  the 
Kourouack  mountains,  at  the  base  of  which  inms 
the  little  rapid  river  of  this  name,  which  we  passed 
with  difi&culty,  as  it  was  giving  way  very  fast  to 
the  warmth  of  the  sun,  the  thermometer  standing 
at  27^  of  Reaumur.  The  mountains  now  exhibit 
a  constant  and  uniform  succession  of  equilateral 
triangles,  or  pyramids,  of  stone  slate,  with  layers 
ai  the  same  yellow  earth,  called  stone-butter, 
which  I  have  before  noticed  as  being  eaten  by  the 
aborigines.  The  next  river  was  the  Terachtack 
and  Oatachan-Taroun  Oract,  or  large  icy  river,  as  it 
Mgnifies  in  the  Yakut  dialect.  Our  route  proved  diffi- 
culty now  over  overflowed  meadows  and  large  rivers, 
^  dlevated  moimtains,  well-wooded  with  larches, 
alder,  and  some  pine.  On  the  fifth  day  we  ascend- 
ed a  stupendous  path,  which  overlooks  not  only  the 
aonomuling  country  but  also  the  other  mountains ; 
it  is  almost  a  bare  rock,  and  was  so  slippery  that 
the  horses  got  very  severe  falls  in  the  ascent,  roll- 
ing back  in  one  moment  as  much  as  it  had  taken 
ten  minutes  labour  to  achieve.  I  almost  despaired 
of  gaining  the  summit,  but  wc  at  length  succeedfe^, 
and  then  the  horses  actually  slid  down  the  0]^\^o%\Ve 
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precipice  of  one  hundred  feet  high,  the  rock  bong 
covered  with  frozen  snow.  For  myself  I  conuderad 
it,  as  it  really  was,  an  ice  mountain,  and,  desiring 
the  guide  to  follow,  passed  down  without  any  ac- 
cident.  I  was  now  indeed  in  a  desperate  dilemma  t 
but  Providence,  which  ever  watches  the  wants  of 
all  creatures,  sent  to  my  assistance  the  sick  Cot- 
sack,  who,  having  got  better,  and  being  without 
baggage,  had  followed  our  track  with  a  couple  of 
horses.     He  came  in  time  also  to  tell  us  that  wa 
had  mistaken  the  route.     His  duty  pointing  out 
the  necessity  of  seeing  me  safe  to  Okotsk,  I  did 
not  feel  so  thankful  as  I  else  should,  because  I  sns- 
pected  that  most  of  his  illness  was  pretended,  and 
that  conscience  had  told  him  he  was  acting  wrong, 
or  he  might  not  have  returned,  having  already  re- 
ceived permission  from  me  to  proceed  to  the  Ko* 
lyma. 

We  passed  the  night  in  a  dreary  situation,  with* 
out  any  fire.     My  tea  and  bread  were  both  con- 
sumed ;  nothing  in  short  remained  but  horse-fledi,- 
which  I  found  very  good.     The  Cossack  had 
brought  a  few  birds,  but  as  I  knew  that  such  daia- 
ties  were  all  he  could,  or  would,  eat,  of  course  I 
gave  them  up  to  him.     Next  day  we  considered 
how  to  ascend  the  mountain ;  the  snow  was  solid 
and  slippery,  and  there  appeared  no  other  mode^ 
than  the  one  which  we  adopted— creeping  up  die 
side,  and  chopping  the  surface  with  a  hatchet,  tt 
frequent  intendeds,  to  obtain  some  sort  of  footing. 
In  this  manner  I  and  the  Cossack  ascended,  and 
making  all  the  leather  thongs  fast  together,  we 
hauled  up  the  baggage  and  let  it  down  on  the  op- 
posite side ;  thus  placing  ourselves  between  it  and 
the  boraea.    To  get  up  the  latter  required  more 
management ;  for,  accu9;U>inedL%&  ^Vtsmw  an  t»- 
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the  inest  lalxHioiis  and  dangerous  journeys,  and 
with  all  their  sagacity  and  tameness,  I  found  they 
could  not  ascend  above  half  the  mountain,  the  fa- 
tigue was  too  great ;  in  short  they  were  compelle<l 
to  give  it  up,  and  recoil  once  more  to  the  base  in 
a  state  of  perfect  agony.  Thus  passed  the  day ! 
Our  situation  now  seemed  desperate ;  the  horses  had 
received  no  food  for  two  days^with  more  than  or-^ 
dioary  hard  work,  during  which  we  had  enjoyed  no 
fire ;  yet  still "  neboice  avoce  lebo"  (fear  not — ^per- 
haps) were  the  rallying  words,  and  these  alone 
served  us  for  supper.  Our  monster  of  a  guide  was 
quite  insensible  to  our  situation,  and  sat  grumbling 
diat  he  had  not  more  than  twenty  poimds  of  meat 
a-day^  with  such  hard  work. 

Tliis  night  was  passed  even  more  miserably  than 
the  last,  as  we  had  not  even  the  benefit  of  our  bed- 
ding or  clothing,  both  of  which  had  been  hurled 
down  the  opposite  valley,  without  respect  to  whom 
tfaey  belonged.  We  rose,  the  third  morning,  pre- 
pared for  hard  work ;  and  our  first  attempt  was  to 
mil  the  horses  up  the  precipice.  We  in  part  suc- 
ceeded, as  the  strongest  were  actually  received,  and 
cast. adrift  on  the  opposite  side  to  feed.  This  occu- 
pied us  all  day,  and  the  ^ird  night  was  passed  with 
the  cheering  hopes  of  resuming  our  journey  the  fol- 
lowing day ;  but  these  were  frustrated,  as  it  was  not 
until  late  in  the  evening  that  we  succeeded  in  pass- 
ioff  all  the  horses  we  designed  to  keep ;  one  we  were 
obliged  to  kill  and  carry  with  us  as  food.  Our 
bally-headed  Yakut  too  became  wonderfully  alert 
en  this  occasion,  knowing  he  shoidd  receive  an  ex- 
tia  allowance  of  meat,  were  it  for  no  other  reason 
than  to  lighten  the  other  brutes.  I,  however,  de- 
tormined  to  make  some  reserve,  and  accordinigV^ 
a  quantity  of  the  isiaughtered  animal,  «u£ei^ 
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dent  to  serve  the  Yakat  on  his  Tetnniy  I  buried  it 
in  the  snow,  which  I  thought  would  continue  im^ 
melted  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  and  marked  the  |ilaee 
with  a  cross.  This  precaution  I  considered  wai 
more  than  ordinarily  necessary  with  my  gigantie 
companion,  who  had  infinitely  less  concern  towards 
the  prevention  of  future  starvation,  than  to  the  sup* 
port  of  present  gluttony. 

The  only  mode  of  passing  the  last  three  bonei 
was  hy  making  a  regular  staircase  up  the  hiU,  b? 
means  of  axes,  and  strewing  it  with  earth ;  mysefF 
and  the  Cossack,  who  were  on  the  hill,  holdii^  a 
rope  attached  to  the  horse's  head,  while  the  guds 
behind,  whose  task  it  was  to  flog  the  beast,  bid  no 
sinecure,  as,  from  his  immoderate  size,  he  was  al- 
most himself  incapable  of  moving.  The  result  of 
the  last  five  days  was  that  we  had  lost  five  days' 
travelling,  five  days  of  the  best  season,  and  five  di^ 
which  were  worth  fifty  of  those  which  followed; 
the  fault  was  not  mine  I  The  weather  was  still 
very  cold,  and  I  felt  some  relief  in  getting  dose  to 
a  cheerful  fire.  Next  day  I  directed  my  course  by 
a  compass,  for  the  guide  knew  nothing,  about  west* 
south-west,  intending,  if  possible,  to  gain  the  river 
Indigirka.  We  crossed  many  hills,  deep  in  snow, 
and  left  two  horses  dead,  a  circumstance  wfaldi 
seemed  to  please  the  guide,  whom  I  was  conse- 
quently obliged  to  declare  under  martial  law ;  be- 
ing confident  that  he  cared  not  if  I  and  the  Cossadc 
perished.  I  was  now  compelled  to  put  the  little 
baggage  we  had  left  upon  the  spare  horses,  and  we 
all  continued  the  journey  on  foot,  encammng  fat 
the  night  on  the  banks  of  the  Kourdak,  which  we 
traversed  the  next  day  with  tolerable  ease,  hemg 
clear  of  snow,  with  a  fresh  breese  right^-aJfL  li 
the  evemog  it  turned  \»  tvo^  >3m&  {bnt  real  sliowsr 
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ainoe  Sflptembery  as  we  halted  on  the  banks  of  the 
same  stream,  having  walked  about  fifteen  miles. 
We  passed  the  night  in  a  sort  of  growling  way,  and 
renewed  our  jomney  towards  the  Terachtack  over 
a  pleasant,  pasture,  and  well-wooded  coimtry. 

All  the  rivers  which  I  had  lately  passed  run 
into  the  Indigirka,  and,  although  small,  are  rapid 
streams.  My  guide  was  now  so  negligent  and 
useless,  that  I  was  compelled  to  desire  the  Cossack 
to  flog  him  with  his  own  whip,  in  a  manner  which, 
in  England,  would  justly  have  been  considered  se- 
"vere ;  but  I  am  satisfied  the  necessity  and  danger 
of  our  situation  justified  the  measure,  for  the  fellow 
was  roaUy  deceiving  us,  to  say  nothing  of  the  risk, 
which  was  very  great,  unprovided  as  we  were  with 
nets  or  fire-arms.  Leaving  another  horse  to  abide 
his  lato»  we  continued  on,  dividing  the  extra  bag- 
gage between  us.  We  crossed  the  Ambardach  and 
Chouagindrach,  adding  another  walk  to  the  fatigue 
we  had  midargone ;  and,  being  still  eighty  miles 
from  the  nearest  habitation,  we  rested  at  a  rich 
pasture  two  days  for  the  sake  of  the  horses,  and 
OB  the  third  reached  the  rivers  Andigizan,  Intach, 
and  Omekon*  The  country  had  now  become  gra- 
dnally  very  agreeable  and  open,  and  the  weather 
was  very  fine.  Great  quantities  of  game,  as  geese, 
dodciy  partridges,  and  woodcocks,  hovered  over 
our  heads,  and  we  saw  numerous  traces  of  quadru- 
peds ;  as  bears,  wolves,  foxes,  rein-deer,  and  hares, 
with  sometimes  that  of  an  elk.  The  last  day  of 
tUa  journey,  through  an  extra  effort,  induced  by 
ths  hoipe  of  success,  we  reached  the  first  habitation 
of  the  Omekon  district ;  walking  and  swimming 
thtt  day  near  thirty  miles :  I  say  swimming,  for 
wa  wera  frequently  obliged  to  wade  across  th« 
riva%  and  to  swim  over  many  yards  of  i«|i\d 
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stream,  which  I  accomplished  for  myself  by  means 
of  a  rope  fasteniBd  to  a  horse's  neck«  I  reached,  aR 
well,  the  Bolouvanach,  and  then  the  more  consider* 
able  Nera,  all  rivers  which  unite  with  the  Indigirica. 
I  was  received  at  a  yom-te,  the  most  pleasant  and 
hospitable,  as  I  then  thonght,  I  had  ever  seen, 
where  I  procured  two  fresh  horses  to  cany  the 
baggage,  and  continued  the  route  on  foot,  leading 
all  the  other  horses,  now  reduced  to  five. 
.  My  overgrown  guide  was  of  course  disehaigecL 
I  could  not  even  remain  a  moment  to  refresb^  as 
the  rivers  were  breaking  up,  and  threatening  to  iiH 
sulate  me  for  some  months  from  the  rest  of  the 
world.  The  Omekon  river  was  still  distant  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  I  had  scanty  meaas 
of  reaching  it  under  fom*  days,  even  supposing  as- 
sistance given ;  but  I  pressed  on,  gratified  to  catdi 
now  and  then  in  the  distant  horizon  the  sight  of 
smoke,  which  I  had  not  seen  during  the  last  journey 
of  more  than  three  hundred  miles.  Not  one  indi- 
vidual, stationary  or  wandering,  had  I  met  from  the 
lake  Boulouktak ;  but  now  we  were,  as  may  be 
termed,  risen  from  the  dead,  renewed  with  fresh 
eour£^e,  and  my  Cossack  particularly  inspirited 
with  a  regale  of  beef  wliich  had  been  given  him  at 
the  first  yourte.  For  myself,  I  preferred  to  par- 
take of  the  old  horse-meat  I  had  still  left ;  faaTing 
a  mind  to  shame  the  Cossack,  and  show  him  that 
he  ought  to  eat  any  thing  when  necessity  dictated. 
I  had  passed  twelve  days  without  any  other  food 
than  the  horse-meat  we  had  brought,  generally 
eaten  in  a  raw  state,  and  a  small  part  of  the  amoal 
we  had  killed ;  yet  I  was  never  in  better  health.  In 
this  state  I  reached  the  hospitable  abode  of  the 
Prince  Nicolai.  Our  journey  liad  lain  on  the  rivers 
Ncr&  and  Indi^rka,  X^  eoxavXx^  vAcrile  and  drearyi 
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mL  as  dMolate  as  Zasbivenk,  lower  down  the  lat- 
(f  river.  The  second  day  I  again  halted  at  the 
lode  of  a  Yakut  knez  (prince),  who  presented  me 
ith  half  a  rein-deer,  and  treated  me  with  milk  and 
Eat  making  me,  as  I  thought,  the  happiest  of  men : 
ich  is  the  e£fect  produced  by  present  comforts  and 
ijoyments  upon  past  hardships. 
Independent  of  the  provisions  given  to  me,  I  was 
)liged  to  receive  two  red  foxes,  as  a  tribute.  They 
ere  presented  to  me  by  the  hands  of  a  tolerably 
K>d-to<4dng  Yakut  girl,  whose  father,  with  two 
her  princes,  formed  a  part  of  my  train  to  the 
wde  of  the  prince  of  the  Omekon,  where  we  ar- 
red  the  following  day ;  and  I  cannot  help  assert- 
gf  that  I  never  saw  a  race  of  people  more  worthy 
f  tUs  honorary  distinction ;  they  certainly  com- 
aed  in  their  own  breasts  humanity,  justice,  and 
mman  sense. 

The  latter  part  of  the  journey  changed  for  the 
tter;  £rom  rugged  and  sterile  hills  and  marshy 
imps,  to  beautSul  rising  and  well-wooded  emi- 
loea  and  fertile  meadow  lands ;  from  perfect  de- 
lion  to  comparative  populousness.     The  first 
t  of  so  many  smoking  chimneys  gladdened  my 
t  in  an  imusual  degree.    I  felt  the  value  of  life, 
never  enjoyed  it  more  than  in  the  hospitable 
te  of  Peter  Gotossop,  the  Yakut  prince  of  the 
\um.    He  had  come  thirty  miles,  in  conse- 
:e  of  an  express,  to  meet  me.  I  need  not  say 
anch  I  enjoyed  a  bed  of  rein-deer  skins  in  his 
S  after  lodging  fifteen  days,  without  intermis- 
Q  the  snow ;  at  times  actually  immersed  in 
which  proceeded  either  from  the  melting  of 
w,  the  M  of  the  dew,  or  the  warmth  of  our 
dies  upon  a  half-frozen  surface  of  snow, 
valley  of  Omekon  is  indeed  a  romaalic  «si^ 
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fertile  spot.  About  fire  hundred  individoak  am 
reckoned  within  its  principality,  who  are  scattered 
about,  wandering  with  the  numerous  droves  of 
cattle,  as  the  season  and  height  of  the  rivor  will 
permit  or  compel.  The  woods  are  very  fine  and 
large,  coi^sisting  of  birch,  pine,  larch,  and  cedar, 
the  last  producing  a  highly  flavoured,  though  small, 
nut,  which  is  exported  to  Okotsk  and  Kamtcbatka. 
The  quantity  of  cattle  in  the  valley  is  prodigi- 
ous, no  less  than  three  thousand  mares,  and  near 
two  thousand  cows,  the  property  of  the  few  rich 
Yakuti.  The  consumption  of  them  is,  however, 
not  small,  especially  of  horses,  owing  to  the  great 
demand  made  by  the  gOTemment,  in  forced  levies^ 
for  Okotsk  and  the  more  northern  districts.  But 
so  fond  are  the  Yakuti  of  their  horses,  that,  to 
avoid  selling  them,  and  sending  ikem  upon  such  a 
service,  they  drive  a  couple  of  yoimg  buUodcs,  as 
an  exchange  for  a  horse,  to  the  first  place,  or  will 
present  another  person  with  a  young  buUock  for 
each  horse  that  is*  supplied  him  to  carry  on  the  ex- 
tra service.  The  duty  thus  performed  by  them  b 
undertaken  purely  for  gluttony.  The  substitute 
instantly  makes  a  feast  of  the  young  bullock,  and 
trusts  to  the  streng^  of  his  horse  to  make  good 
the  duty  imposed  upon  it ;  yet,  strange  to  say,  it 
is  seldom  that  a  respectable  Yakut  will  either  ride 
himself,  or  suffer  otlters  to  ride,  much  less  will  he 
load,-  a  good  horse ;  indeed,  they  are  kept  rather 
for  show,  or  for  breed,  than  for  use ;  thus  the  duty 
falls  upon  the  poor  ones.  In  the  event  of  a  horse  hX^ 
ing  on  the  road,  the  Yakut  is  of  course  obliged  to 
buy  or  get  another  as  he  can.  Sometimes  he  will 
exchange  in  time,  by  giving  three  for  two,  and  ^^ 
for  two,  according  to  the  state  they  are  in :  gene- 
J^ly,  howe vcr> he  iniWVaW  tV&ftick^  and  employ  other 
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people  fo  perform  the  latter  part  of  the  journey, 
giving  or  promising  a  dead  liorse  or  two  in  pay- 
ment, and  himself  retm'ning  on  foot. 

I  remained  three  days  at  the  Omekon,  and  was 
again  obliged  to  leave  my  Cossack,  from  ill  health 
and  fatigue.  Having  procm'ed  in  his  stead  a  young 
lad,  bom  in  the  valley  of  Omekon,  with  him,  an(l 
four  of  the  native  princes  in  my  train,  I  depm-ted 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  running  along  one  of 
^e  most  picturesque  and  finest  valleys  in  the  uni- 
verse, yielding  the  best  grass  in  the  province,  and 
abounciing  with  animals  of  the  chase.  Having 
xeacbed  thirty  miles,  we  put  up  at  the  yourtc  of  a 
wealthy  knez.  In  the  passage  of  the  river  each 
horae  was  attended  by  four  men,  owing  to  the  ve* 
locity  of  the  stream ;  the  men  resisting  it  by  means 
of  stout  poles  thrust  into  the  bed  of  the  river  on 
their  leeward  side.  The  passage  was  certainly 
dangerous,  but  necessary  to  be  accomplished  with- 
out delay,  before  the  melting  of  the  snow  on  the 
lofty  and  magnificent  mountains  all  around  render- 
ed the  river  terrific  and  impassable.  The  Omekon 
imiting  with  the  Indigirka  not  far  from  hence,  con- 
8titatc»  the  latter  for  a  season  a  first-rate  river  in 
Siberia.  Already  tlie  meadow  lands  on  each  side 
of  the  river  represent  innumerable  lakes,  which  are 
sworn  over  by  the  horses  with  much  difiiculty.  At 
eighty  miles  we  exchanged  horses ;  here  I  had  a 
difiSerence  with  the  Cossack  and  guide,  as  to  which 
horse  I  sliould  ride,  both  insisting  on  the  one  pro- 
posed to  me  being  the  most  proper.  As  I  did  not 
like  his  appearance,  I  said  I  was  not  accustomed 
to  take  the  best  in  their  estimation,  nor  even  in 
my  own ;  therefore  I  would  be  content  with  tliat 
wbich  was  already  saddled  for  tlie  guide.  The 
hiter  said  it  was  a  vicloua  one,  that  it  6Uuti\A^i\, 
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startled,  and,  indeed,  had  all  sorts  of  ddeets.  I 
persisted,  however ;  observing  to  the  guide  that  I 
was  accustomed  to  those  matters,  and  thenAm 
preferred  giving  him  the  best  horse.  My  reason 
for  persisting  in  this  paradoxical  aigmnent  is,  tint 
I  know  few  people  will  ever  recommend  that  which 
they  consider  as  the  best  horse ;  they  will  rather  rs- 
tain  it  for  themselves :  certainly  I  ratve  aever  been 
deceived  when  riding  a  horse  which  was  intended 
for  gnide  or  Cossack. 

Recourse  was  at  length  had  to  frighten  me  oat 
of  my  determination  to  attempt  the  jomney  to 
Okotsk  at  such  a  season  of  the  year.  The  pinces 
proposed  that  I  should  remain  with  them  three  or 
four  weeks,  when  the  rivers  would  submde,  and 
the  journey  would  then  be  even  agreeable.  Ally 
however,  that  they  could  get  from  me,  was  to  go 
with  horses  one  hundred  miles  farther,  and  then 
take  rein-deer.  Their  excellent  and  dean  yourtes, 
the  hospitality  of  the  people,  the  productsons  of  the 
country,  the  quantity  of  partridges,  ducks,  geese, 
plovers,  and  fine  beef,  presented  to  me,  the  rich- 
ness of  the  cream,  and  refreshing  flavour  of  the 
wild  berries  ;  above  all,  the  romantic  scenery  which 
abounds,  and  the  happiness  which  reigns,  in  the 
valley  of  Omekon,  might,  indeed,  have  proved 
strong  allurements  with  roe  to  pass  my  life  with 
them,  but  held  not  out  sufficient  charms  ta  indoee 
me  to  avoid  a  difficult  journey.  The  weather  was 
now  very  fine,  but  the  nights  and  mominga  weie 
still  cold.  The  princes  continued  to  aocompany 
me  through  their  magnificent  retirement,  which  » 
near  ^ye  himdred  miles  from  any  other  estaUish- 
ment,  Okotsk  and  Boulouktak  being  the  neareit 
I  had  a  long  conversation  with  the  prince  about 
vasack,  a  tribute  ^lecaWsx  Xo  ^\beria.   He  said  that 
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the  quantity  was  nothing,  hut  that  the  mede  of 
collecting  it  was  a  serious  evil.  The  tribute  they 
would  fimly  give  to  the  Emperor,  but  it  was  what 
the  commissaries  took  from  them  hy  force,  and 
which  they  gave  to  aroid  vexatious  and  litigious 
treatment,  that  was  oppressive ;  and  these  commis- 
saries have  great  power. 

Whether  yasadc  is  or  is  not  an  impolitic  tax,  re- 
mains to  be  proved ;  and  whether  a  direct  tax  upon 
certain  articles  consumed  by  the  Yakuti,  and  all 
aborigines,  would  not  yield  a  greater  revenue,  may 
be  doubted:  at  all  events,  the  present  system  is 
liable  to  the  greatest  injustice  and  robbery.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  each  commissary  receives  from  the 
district  he  governs,  more  furs  for  himself  than  for 
the  Emperor.  The  prince  was  not  a  little  surprised 
when  I  told  him  that,  iH>mparatively,  he  paid  little 
taxes,  and  that  other  countries  paid  more.  Among 
many  taxes,  I  told  him  that,  in  England,  he  could 
not  ahoot  wild  ducks  without  permission,  and  even 
if  he  did  shoot  them  in  his  own  garden,  he  must 
not  take  them  up  to  eat.     Finding  him  incredu- 
loos,  I  then  told  him  that  he  could  not  have  more 
than  a  certain  number  of  windows  to  his  house 
without  paying  a  tax.  These  two  samples  sufficed 
to  make  him  perfectly  satisfied  with  his  govern- 
ment, till  I  informed  him,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
no  person  in  England  could  be  compelled  to  carry 
government,  or  private  goods,  without  being  paid 
hia  own  price.     Every  thiDg,  however,  which  I 
told  him  to  prove  the  evident  superiority  of  Eog« 
land,  aa  to  the  personal  liberty  of  the  subject,  fail- 
ed to  weaken  his  natural  preference  of  wandering 
over  his  nadve  soil,  to  the  visiting  of  strange  lands. 
Thus  we  rode  along  the  picturesque  valley  foe 
twenty  miles^  when  we  crossed  numerous  \8k<^^ 
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which,  from  their  local  situatioiiy  were  not  n  yet 
melted.  They  are  smrounded  by  opulent  Yakati 
establishments,  during  the  summer  aeasony  fartht 
fish  which  abonnds  in  them. 

We  next  crossed  the  mountains,  and  enterad 
upon  another  fine  pasture  eountiy,  watered  by  the 
Torrourack ;  and  halted  at  the  last  yonrte  in  tiie 
government  of  Yakutsk.  It  was  a  miserable  places 
although  the  kindness  of  its  inhabitants  procured 
me  a  quantity  of  game.     In  its  vicinity  I  passed 
through  a  herd  of  rein-deer,  attended  by  the  waa- 
deriuff  Tongousi  I  was  in  search  of.     Their  cfaisf 
was,  however,  forty  miles  distant,  whither  I  re* 
paired  the  next  day,  along  a  wide  expanding  val- 
ley, opening  to  the  south-east,  and  reached  at  son* 
set  the  encampment  of  Prince  ShoumieloflF.    Ha- 
ving previously  sent  a  herald  in  advance^  I  was  re- 
ceived by  him,  with  his  sword  by  his  side.  Ins  me- 
dals suspended  from  the  neck,  and  dressed  in  a 
rich  suit  of  black  velveteen,  and  a  cocked  hat.    I 
could  not  help  laughing  at  the  grotesque  appear- 
ance of  the  prince,  while  I  pitied  him,  and  dc^piied 
the  means  which  had  been  used  to  divest  so  igno- 
rant a  man  of  his  property,  by  the  lure  of  honoan 
of  this  kind.  I  do  not  by  these  words  mean  to  in-^ 
timate  that  the  necessity  for  such  distinctions  does 
not  exist ;  but  I  do  say,  that  the  purposes  for  which 
they  are  conferred  on  an  ignorant  savage  are  of  the 
most  despicable  nature.    This  man,  IMnce  Shoa- 
mieloif,  was  formerly  a  rich  Tongousian ;  :now  he 
is  a  poor  one ;  he  had  as  many  thousands  of  rdn- 
deer  as  he  has  now  hundreds.    But  his  fine  pre« 
sents,  added  to  extortions  and  exactions,  to  preveat 
the  chance  of  forced,  although  useless  servioeiy 
have  so  reduced  his  property,  that  he  is  obliged  to 
eat  Sah,  which  is  coufiidexed  \)>^  \S\«  rein-deer  Too- 
gousi  as  a  hardship,  and  to  ft«fv^o\)X\fi&\Rj(s^^^ 
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maintain  thenuelves  in  the  woods  with  their  hows 
and  arrows.  Powder  is  too  dear,  or  not  to  be  had, 
but  by  a  present  to  the  chief  of  more  than  its  equi- 
valent ;  be  having  the  power  to  deny  it  altogether. 
Shonmieloff  now  dreads  going  to  Okotsk,  even  in 
search  of  moss  for  his  rein-deer,  preferring,  as  he 
Bays,  to  live  a  real  Tongousian  wanderer,  than  a 
servile  tributary  to  chiefs,  commissaries,  and  other 
officeriSy  although  he  glories  in  paying  what  is  just. 

I  found  him  an  obliging  sort  of  man,  although 
too  iree  a  use  of  liquor  had  made  him  at  times  a 
quarrelsome  one.  We  took  a  pipe  and  a  glass  of 
vodka  together,  and,  as  he  spoke  the  Russian  lan- 
g^nage,  we  descanted  upon  the  means  he  had  of 
accommodating  me  with  rein-deer  as  far  as  Okotsk. 
He  said,  what  was  true,  that  he  had  only  just  left 
the  vicinity  of  that  place  in  search  of  northern  pas- 
tures, and  that  although  he  might  possibly  be  able 
to  reach  Okotsk,  he  would  still  lose  the  benefit  of 
the  pasturage ;  as,  by  the  time  he  could  return, 
winter  would  have  commenced.  I  felt  the  force 
of  his  reasoning,  but  the  service  was  his  in  point 
of  law,  aa  the  season  for  employing  or  calling  out 
of  horBea  had  not  yet  commenced ;  and  therefore, 
over  a  fresh  glass  of  vodka,  which  had  been  given 
to  me,  on  the  Omekon,  by  a  retired  Cossack,  he 
consented  to  take  me. 

In  the  neighbourhood  there  are  eighty-seven  of 
lus  tribe  imder  his  command,  over  whom  he  holds 
considerable  power,  as  I  have  frequently  witness- 
ed ;  but  they  are  in  general  a  hard-working  people. 
I  was  amused  with  their  manner  of  catching  rein- 
deer, as  it  reminded  me  of  the  hunting  of  wild  bul- 
locks I  had  seen  in  Mexico  ;  with  this  difference 
only,  that  there  the  man  rides  a  horse  fully  train- 
band here  a  rein-deer.  They  use  a  long  lme)7Aiv)v 
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ia  coiled  up  in  their  hands,  a9  sailors  himdle  «.  log 
.liee,  and  ^loping  past  the  int^ided  .victiniy  they 
.  with  much  dexterity  throw  the  noose,  at  the  end 
of  the  line,  over  the  horns.  In  America  it  is  more 
•dangerous,  and  the  horseman  is  sometimes  obliged 
to  seek  safety  in  flight,  unless  he  can  run  the  fa^- 
lock  into  a  thick  enclosure,  where  he  becomes  en- 
tangled by  the  length  of  the  line. 

Next  day  I  paid  the  prince  a  formal  vint  at  bis 
principal  tent.  He  received  me  again  in  bb  gala 
dress,  presented  me  with  tea,  tobacco,  And  toasted 
fein-deer  meat,  and  lastly,  with  the  raw  marrow  of 
the  fore  legs ;  the  last  I  esteemed  most,  and,  when 
eaten  in  a  frozen  state,  is,  in  my  opinion,  superior 
.to  any  other  luxury  of  the  kind,  except  raw  fiab. 
He  had  purposely  killed  a  rein-deer  for  me,  and 
«ent  me  half ;  I,  of  course,  presented  him  with  some 
tobacco  and  powder,  and,  upon  the  demand  of  bis 
.wife,  with  a  bottle  of  spirits,  in  return  for  which 
she  gave  me  two  red  foxes. 

On  the  third  day  we  departed  with  fifty  head  of 
rein-deer ;  his  whole  herd  consisting  of  about  two 
thousand :  fifteen  were  put  at  my  disposal,  while 
the  rest  were  retained  for  his  own  consumptiuo 
and  emergencies.  The  prince  said,  that,  as  none 
of  his  people  knew  the  summer  mountain  route, 
he  would  accompany  me.  I  took  this  as  a  goo4 
omen  of  his  kindiness  to  me,  and  his  desire  to  fbr« 
ward  me  on  my  way;  the  result  will,  howefsr, 
prove  how  far  I  was  mistaken.  At  ten  miles  W8 
fudted  in  a  pleasant  valley  in  a  violent  snow  stonk 
The  Tongousi  were  not  long  before  they  pitched 
their  tent :  but  I  preferred  the  open  pure  air,  with 
all  the  annoyance  of  the  snow,  to  the  harbour  of 
such  a  close  place,  and  with  such  a  filthy  set;  I 
will,  however,  do  \\^a  i^nnce  the  justice'  to  ttJTi 
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that  he  bagged  I  wonld  take  refuge  in  his  teiit>  en- 
laigiiig  upon  its  comforts^  &c.  We  contiDoed  our 
nmte  thirty  miles  the  next  day ;  the  first  half  along 
the  Talley,  and  the  other  over  the  hills  leading  to 
ihe  riTer  Tomrroarack,  which  we  bad  crossed  be- 
ibra.  The  third  day  the  laden  rein-deer  began  to 
-lag  and  droop ;  the  snow  was  very  deep,  and  the 
nasten,  or  the  melted  and  re-frozen  snow,  was  not 
snfficieDt  to  bear  the  animals.  A  rein-deer  cannot 
'cany  above  one  hundred  pounds  upon  his  back, 
but  with  that  and  good  roads  they  may  be  able  to 
go  thirty  or  forty  miles  i  otherwise  six  or  seven 
inilea  a  day,  when  heavily  laden,  is  the  average. 
'We  shot  a  few  partridges,  for  the  Tongousi  in  ge- 
ttefal  have  guns,  and  secured  one  wild  rein^leer, 
which  last  was  equally  divided  between  his  party 
ead  mine.  The  wild  rein-deer  are  generally  con- 
lidered  as  of  those  who  formerly  belonged  to  them, 
hut  had  strayed  away.  By  some  little  trickery 
ifaey  are  decoyed  into  their  camps ;  otherwise  wild 
md  tame  reiii^eer  have  a  natural  aversion  to  one 
taother. 

-    The  fourth  and  fifth  days  we  made  but  little  pro- 
gnm,  the  weather  was  bad,  and  the  rein-deer  drop* 

^00^,  for  we  had  already  lost  four  by  fatigue* 
prince  grew  angry,  and  threatened  either  to 
leave  me  or  carry  me  back ;  to  which,  as  on  the 
sue  hand  I  felt  no  way  inclined  to  submit,  I  was 
flueftil,  on  the  other,  not  to  compel  him  by  pro- 
vokiog  or  abusive  conduct,  well  knowing  the  cha- 
faeter  of  the  Tongousi.  We  reached  an  elevated 
fan  m  the  mountains^  which  leads  to  the  vicinity 
If  Idgiga,  but  were  unable  to  cross  it,  owing  to  the 
Hate  of  the  snow.  The  sixth  day  we  renewed  the 
iltempt  upon  the  passage,  but  were  again  compil- 
ed to  give  vp,  three  kulen  rein-deer  being  de%idi) 


286  OMEKON. 

and  the  rest  so  weak  as  to  be  unable  to  convey 
the  carcasses  or  the  baggage.  The  former  was  a 
sad  loss  to  the  poor  nian>  but  I  could  only  pity  htm. 
We  remained  for  three  days  to  recruit  the  reinp 
^eer,  and  then  determined  again  to  make  for  the 
Omekon,  and  attempt  the  long  passage  with  hones. 
The  reasons  which  influenced  us  to  turn  back  ap- 
peared to  me  sufficiently  strong ;  and  as  the  prince 
complained  that  he  had  not  force  sufficient  to  take 
my  baggage,  I  was  obliged  to  destroy  the  greater 
part.  The  moment  Mr  Shoumieloff  saw  what  I 
was  about,  he  remonstrated  upon  the  crime ;  asl^ 
ing  why  I  did  not  give  the  ibmgs  to  him,  as  be 
-could  take  them  away  for  himself,  although  be 
would  not  for  me.  I  said,  I  would  make  him  a 
present  of  nearly  all  the  baggage  I  had,  if  be  would 
ehow  me  the  way  to  Okotsk  by  the  20th  of  May. 
He  declined,  and  I  persisted  in  burning  my  do* 
thing  and  bedding,  for  I  felt  convinced  he  had  been 
duping  me,  compelling  me,  as  he  thought,  to  fur- 
sake  my  baggage,  that  he  might  reap  the  benefit ; 
nor  was  the  destruction  of  my  wardrobe  of  little 
import,  rigged  out  as  I  had  been  by  Baron  Wran* 
gel  and  the  generous  inhabitants  of  the  Kolynuu 
Finding  I  was  not  to  be  outwitted  nor.  dissuaded, 
he  brought  forward  the  image  of  the  virgin  and  the 
saiut  he  was  named  after,  saying  that  I  must  be  t 
heretic,  and  no  priest  of  any  country — he  spit, 
swore,  stamped,  and  crossed  himself  like  a  madman. 
I  merely  laughed  at  him,  and  although  I  should 
have  had  a  laborious  task  to  retrace  my  steps  alone 
to  the  Omekon,  I  was  determined  to  run  the  risk, 
and  complete  the  desolation  by  burning  every  thing 
I  had  which  he  would  not  carry,  and  which  was 
not  actually  necessary  to  the  season  of  tlie  yetf* 
At  length  he  UAOL  me  \X  V^ii  been  preYioosly  «r« 
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imged  that  I  should  return  to  the  Omekon ;  and 
there  in  fact  I  re-arrived  on  the  eighteenth  day,  re- 
crossing  the  Tonrrourack  and  Boulabot  rivers  with 
much  difficulty.  The  country  over  which  I  had 
lately  wandered  was  barren,  but  presented  some 
fine  scenery;  numerous  lakes  are  seen,  and  the 
wood  is  thick  and  tall.  'It  is  a  favourite  resort  of 
the  Tongousi,  where  they  get  fine  moss  for  the 
deer,  good  fishing,  and  plenty  of  squirrels  and 
foxes ;  the  latter  alone  serving  to  pay  the  yasack, 
as  well  as  to  purchase  the  few  articles  of  necessity 
and  luxury  which  they  require,  at  the  annual  fair, 
held  at  Okotsk,  in  the  month  of  June  or  July,  ac- 
cording to  the  season. 

'  Upon  leaving  the  Prince  ShoumielofF,  I  purcha- 
sed a  fine  rein-deer  of  him  for  the  last  of  my  to- 
bacco which  I  had  bought  at  the  Omekon.  The 
deer  might  weigh  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  which  I  thought  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
meat  to  enable  me  to  reach  Okotsk.  The  Ton- 
gonsian  again  wished  to  steal  a  march  upon  me, 
insisting  that  he  had  not  sold  me  the  skin,  but  the 
meat.  As  I  had  no  bed,  I  was  not  disposed  to  be 
80  easily  outwitted,  and  therefore  replied,  that  I 
vas  not  obliged  to  kill  the  rein-deer  until  I  thought 
proper;  but  that  when  I  did  he  should  have  the 
akin,  provided  he  would  accompany  me  for  that 
poipose.  Poor  Shonmieloff  felt  much  annoyed  at 
htmg  thus  matched,  especially  as  the  knife  was 
mdy  to  sacrifice  the  poor  animal,  from  which  I, 
however,  designed  to  secure  myself  a  bed. 

Fresh  horses  having  been  procured  for  me,  I  left 
br  ever  the  Omekon ;  receiving  from  my  old  friend* 
Gotoesop  a  quarter  of  a  young  bullock,  and  a  dead 
hone  for  the  use  of  the  Yakuti ;  besides  a  pood 
iod  a  halfy  or  taxty  pounds,  oi  rye  flour^  ax^d  ut 
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least  ten  poods,  or  foar  hundred  pounds,  of  bntUr 
and  sour  milk.  The  first  day  we  halted  at  ten 
miles,  on  the  banks  of  the  Koadonson,  at  preaeot 
a  large  and  rapid  river  fall  of  floating  icfs  wUdi 
rendered  the  passage  of  it  on  the  following  day 
highly  dangeroas,  though  we  had  a  small  eanoe, 
which  served  to  tow  a  horse  over  each  time ;  as  it 
was,  the  poor  animals  suffered  much.  On  racfa- 
ing  the  other  side,  my  medical  skill  was  called  into 
requisition.  I  had  got  the  credit  of  caring  asthma, 
palsy,  sore  eyes,  and  the  like,  and  as  this  was  done 
gratis  I  got  many  patients.  Had  I  possessed  a 
medical  book  I  might  probably  have  done  some 
good. 

From  the  Koudousoa  the  country  was  quite 
overflowed  for  twenty  miles,  exhibiting  nnmeroos 
habitations  perfectly  insulated;  indeed,  many  of 
the  people  do  ply  about  in  canoes,  keeping  tliem 
for  this  case  of  emergency.  My  next  route  was 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Kourounaksouta,  which, 
like  the  other  rivers  in  this  valley,  unites  with  ths 
Omekon.  In  the  evening  I  had  prepared  for  mv 
supper  what  is  termed  scUamaUj  a  mixture  whidi 
I  found  very  palatable.  It  is  rye  flour  boiled  in 
butter,  and  reduced  in  thickness,  when  boiling,  to 
a  substance  like  burgoo,  or  hasty  pudding,  not  un- 
like what  I  had  eaten  when  going  down  the  Volga. 
The  two  following  days  we  got  on  very  weU,  ma- 
king near  sixty  miles  over  low  marshy  swamps ; 
a  brace  of  ducks  were  shot,  and  we  passed  the 
evening  comfortably. 

Having  re-crossed  the  Koudousou,  we  reached 
the  Konkny,  also  uniting  with  the  Omekon,  when 
a  chain  of  mountains  commence,  ranning  to  the 
south-east  and  south-west.  Our  horses  b^gian  bow 
to  sufier  from  want  ol  ioiA^  v^  tiha  pastures  are 
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better  suited  for  rein-deer.  There  are  hence^  from 
the  Konkiiyy  two  roads  to  Okotsk^  one  by  the 
west,  the  other  by  the  east,  bank  of  the  Okota ; 
the  former  requires  seven,  the  latter  ten  days  to 
retch,  without  casualties*  The  former  is  over  a 
level  but  continual  swamp,  the  latter  over  high  and 
rugged  stony  mountains.  I  preferred  the  former, 
though  with  the  chance  of  being  detained  from  the 
rapidity  of  the  river  or  the  quantity  of  loose  ice, 
bemg  willing  to  assist  the  horses  of  the  poor  Ya* 
kuti,  as  the  mountain  route  affords  but  bad  pas- 
ture and  a  worse  road. 

We  made  thirty  miles  along  a  valley,  bounded 
by  high  peaked  mountains.  In  a  romantic  spot, 
and  near  a  rapid  of  the  Koudousou,  which  msdkes 
much  noise,  I  observed  a  neat  tomb,  with  a  cross 
over  it,  to  the  memory  of  a  Lamut,  or  Tongousian 
prince,  who  had  died  here  a  few  years  ago,  while 
wandering  with  his  rein-deer. 

We  were  now  much  annoyed  with  a  consider- 
able fall  ef  rain,  and  passed  a  bad  night  in  conse- 
quence. Next  day  there  was  every  appearance  of 
the  rain  continuing,  and  I  reduced  the  allowance 
of  meat  one-half,  not  knowing  how  long  we  might 
be  detained.  A  hurricane  coming  on,  we  were 
obliged  to  halt,  and  were  most  unpleasantly  off  in 
our  wet  leather  clothes.  As  soon  as  possible,  how- 
ever, we  resumed  our  journey  along  an  elevated 
▼alley,  where  the  snow  was  soft  and  dangerously 
deep,  presenting  nothing  for  a  fire  or  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  horses,  nor  a  shrub  of  any  description 
to  be  seen.  I  have  scarcely  ever  seen  a  place  where 
the  horses  could  not,  by  scraping  with  their  feet, 
reach  the  earth  in  search  of  food ;  here,  however, 
the  thing,  was  impossible  from  the  depth  of  the 
mow;  and  indeed  the  poor  animals  seemed  to 
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know  it,  as  they  would  Dot  waste  their  strength  in 
the  attempt.  The  Yakuti  put  on  long  faces  at  the 
obstructions  we  met  with,  never  having  witnessed 
such  deep  and  difficult  roads,  for,  in  ordinary  times, 
good  pasturage  is  to  be  had  in  this  part  of  the  ?al' 
ley. 

The  horses  having  to  contend  with  such  difficol- 
ties,  our  journey  was  continued  on  foot.  My  snow- 
shoes  I  gave  up  to  one  of  the  guides,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  being  very  heavy,  while,  for  myself, 
with  a  quick  motion,  my  weight  was  not  sufficient 
to  permit  my  sinking  in  the  snow ; — in  case  I  had, 
the  guide  with  snow-shoes  was  near  to  render  me 
assistance.  We  were  now  frequently  compelled 
to  wander  about  on  the  borders  of  precipices,  di- 
recting our  route  by  the  shade  or  appearance  of 
the  snow ;  habit  having  accustomed  me,  as  well  as 
the  people  of  the  country,  to  a  pretty  accurate  cal- 
culation whether  or  not  the  snow  would  bear  me. 
I  have  even  seen  the  horses  refuse  to  proceed,  tbeir 
sagacity  in  that  case  being  equal  to  man's ;  nor  will 
the  leading  dog  of  a  narte,  if  he  is  good,  run  the 
vehicle  into  a  track  where  there  is  deep  snow  or 
water. 

The  third  terrible  day  brought  us  to  a  solitary 
tree,  from  which  many  horsehair  offerings  were 
suspended.  Having  overcome  this  abominable 
roi^te,  no  less  than  sixty  miles,  in  the  evening  we 
reached  a  fertile  spot,  and  halted  on  the  banks  of 
a  lake,  from  which,  it  is  said,  the  rivers  Okota  and 
Kondousou,  running  in  counter  directions,  have 
their  source ;  a  circumstance  which  recalled  to  my 
recollection  those  words  in  an  able  work  by  Mr 
Barrow  upon  rivers,  where  it  is  said,  that  *<  al- 
though it  is  not  a  physical  impossibility  that  two 
i'ivera  shoold  flow  m  oi^i^qi^\\a>  Qt  indeed  in  any 
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lirection,  out  of  the  same  lake,  yet  the  contrary 
ipproaches  so  near  to  an  axiom  in  geography,  that 
10  instance  is  perhaps  known  of  such  an  occur- 
ence ;"  nor  is  it  unworthy  -of  remark,  that,  while 

was  writing  this,  I  read  in  the  Literary  Gazette 
f  a  similar  circumstance  having  been  reported  by 
be  Esquimaux ;  indeed,  from  charts  which  I  have 
mce  seen  of  that  part  of  the  world,  I  have  no  doubt 
f  the  fact.  Query,  do  not  several  rivers  emanate 
rom  the  Baikhal  and  Caspian  Seas,  or  Lakes  f 

We  had  now  only  one  day's  meat  left,  but  were 
ortnnate  in  shooting  a  couple  of  partridges,  which 
be  guides  brought  me.  We  had  still  some  rye 
[our  and  butter,  and  with  that  hoped  to  cross  the 
Lver  and  reach  our  destinatioi^  without  any  sub- 
eqnent  diflBculty.  At  four  in  the  morning  we  had 
.3^  of  frost  by  Reaumur,  and  at  noon  73°  of  heat 
f  Fahrenheit.  After  forty  miles  of  severe  travel- 
ing, we  at  length  reached  the  river  which  was  to 
lose  this  terrible  journey,  and  which  was  full  of 
hoals  and  rapids,  and  may  be  declared  useless. 
rhe  islands  in  it  abound  with  birches,  larches,  and 
Iders,  as  also  with  the  poplar,  and  a  few  pines, 
rfaere  is  also  an  abundance  of  wild  berries  of  a  fine 
lavour ;  and  the  pastures  are  exceedingly  rich, 
rhe  scenery  was,  in  many  places,  highly  beautiful ; 
nd  the  river  afforded  a  novel  spectacle,  being  con- 
ined  by  the  most  beautiful  natural  quays  of  crys- 
il  ice,  while  the  liver  actually  roared  from  the  ve- 
xuty  of  its  current. 

As  we  continued  our  melancholy  route,  we  fell 
1  with  two  white  bears  bound  to  the  north,  but 
»r,  probably,  on  either  side,  kept  us  apart.  Still 
long  the  Okota,  we  reached  twenty-five  miles, 
be  horses  enjoying  very  fine  pastures,  but  our  pro- 
inons  entirely  at  an'  end.    The  rains  had  ^ii^goasi 
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overtaken  us,  and  were  rapidly  swelling  the  men. 
Of  the  last  of  the  rein-deer,  the  flesh  was  so  &r 
gone  that  I  could  not  eat  it ;  the  Yakuti,  however, 
are  so  fond  of  putrid  meat,  termed  in  England 
game,  for  indeed  it  was  nothing  else,  that  they 
finished  it,  regretting  only  that  it  was  so  little  in 
quantity.  The  second  day  without  food,  and  in  a 
torrent  of  rain,  we  made  near  fifty  milesy  the  hones 
swimming  and  wading  through,  thirty  or  forty  lit- 
tle rapid  streams.  These  are  formed  hy  the  ndni, 
and  the  melting  of  the  snow  from  the  eastern  range 
•of  elevated  mountains ;  they  subside  and  dry  up 
about  the  month  of  September.  We  lost  one  hone, 
which  was  carried,  by  the  stream  into  the  Okota. 
At  length,  by  great  labour,  we  reached  the  ford- 
ing place  at  the  Okota.  It  was,  however,  impos- 
sible to  attempt  it,  the  guides  observing  that  the 
hoi-ses  might  pass  the  river,  but  not  loaded.  We 
therefore  halted,  and  next  morning  found  a  plaee 
where  there  was  a  canoe  on  the  opposite  bank. 
Thereupon  unloading  the  horses,  we  turned  them 
into  the  river,  and  they  all  reached  the  opposite 
bank  in  safety.  The  question  then  was  how  to 
get  the  canoe  over ;  I  was  the  only  person  who 
could  swim,  but  the  water  was  still  so  cold  that  I 
felt  no  preference  to  that  mode.  Necessity  at  last 
compelled  me,  and  having  procured  a  short  stout 
piece  of  drift  wood,  which  was  very  buoyant,  I 
crossed  at  a  narrow  part  of  the  stream,  with  a 
leather  thong  fast  to  my  waist.  The  rapidity  of 
the  stream  earned  me  down  above  a  hundred  yards, 
but  the  Yakuti,  keeping,  by  a  sort  of  run,  in  a  par- 
allel line,  were  ready  to  haul  me  back,  if  neces- 
sary. I,  however,  reached  in  safety ;  and,  instant- 
ly throwing  oJBT  my  clothes,  took  violent  exercise. 
The  breaddi  of  the  ammmin^  ^art  might  only  have 
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beenfifCeeD  or  twenty  yards,  and  across  the  strenf^h 
of  the  stream  possibly  not  more  than  fom-  or  five 
yards ;  yet  I  barely  accomplished  it.  The  feat 
was  thankfully  acknowledged  by  the  astonished 
Yaknti  when  I  returned  with  an  excellent  canoe. 

Lord  Byron  swam  the  Hellespont,  and  John 
Cochrane  the  Okota.  Of  the  two  feats,  mine  was 
florely  the  most  difficult ;  his  lordship  was  neither 
futigaed,  hungry,  nor  cold,  nor  compelled  to  his 
andertaking;  while  I  had  each  and  all  of  those 
erils  to  contend  with. 

By  perseverance  we  reached  twenty  miles  far- 
ther, halting  at  one  of  the  fishermen's  summer  vil- 
lages. I  broke  open  all  the  cellars  in  search  of 
fish,  bat  was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  find  any.  The 
evening  proving  fine,  we  aired  and  dried  our  clothes 
in  lien  of  supper,  and  next  day,  over  a  rugged  but 
well-wooded  country,  walked  and  rode  twenty 
miles,  encamping  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Mo« 
don ;  one  solitary  partridge  being  the  day  s  food 
for  four  people.  The  Okota  here  becomes  formi- 
dable from  the  waters  of  the  Nater  and  Modon, 
which  enter  it  irom  opposite  points.  The  former 
river  inconvenienced  us  much,  we  being  obliged  to 
ford  it  three  times  in  the  short  space  of  seven  miles, 
and  with  no  inconsiderable  risk.  After  the  pass- 
age of  the  Nater,  ascending  an  elevated  and  rugged 
mountain,  whence  we  enjoyed  a  fine  view  of  the 
snrronnding  country,  we  descended  and  entered 
upon  a  swampy  overflooded  country,  covered  with 
fidlen  trees  which  impeded  our  progress  terribly. 
A  desolated  forest  was  our  companion  for  many 
miles;  here  and  there  we  found  a  few  berries, 
especially  of  the  moroshka  (rubris  chamaemorus), 
a  yellow  berry,  about  the  size  of  a  strawberry ; 
there  were  also  soma-biiberries.     We  Viilted  oiv 
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an  island  where  the  lemuns  of  a  post-house  are 
to  be  seen.  It  rained  during  the  night,  and  we 
had  some  heavy  thunder,  a  sound  become  nnasoal 
to  me. 

The  next  day^  about  one  mile  further,  we  reach- 
ed the  junction  of  the  Arka  and  Okota,  but  they 
had  swollen  so  much  from  the  rains,  that  we  were 
again  detained.  I  therefore  went  in  search  of  gune 
with  our  Yakut's  gun,  but  unhappily,  the  powder, 
which  had  been  kept  in  a  rag,  was  so  wet  as  to  be 
entirely  useless ;  we  had,  therefore,  nothing  bat 
patience  left,  independent  of  four  fat  horses,  whidi 
my  finances  would  not  allow  me  to  sacrifice.  Hie 
poor  Yakuti  would  willingly  have  allowed  it,  but 
I  could  not  think  of  permitting  them,  upon  my  ae- 
count^  to  suffer  so  great  a  loss,  and  therefore  de- 
termined to  let  them  act  as  for  their  own  welfoie, 
knowing,  as  I  did,  that  none  of  their  nation  would 
deem  it  necessary  to  kill  a  good  horse,  till  bis 
owner  had  been  nine  days  without  animal  food. 

The  number  of  islands  in  the  river  increased  to  in 
astonishing  degree  the  velocity  of  the  stream  in  the 
channel^  which  brings  down  with  it  immense  masBes 
of  ice  and  trees ;  and  even  bad  I  been  posaeeeed 
of  a  canoe,  or  had  the  river  been  more  tranquil,  it 
appeared  impossible  for  the  horses  to  ascend  the 
quays  on  the  opposite  bank,  which  ran  into  the 
nver  in  a  shelving  manner,  eight  or  ten  feet  oat  of 
the  water.   Now  and  then  a  mass  of  ice,  or  a  tree, 
would  strike  the  quay,  and  tearing  away  the  shel- 
ving part,  would  leave  a  perpendicular  spot  of  sobw 
yards.     I  walked  along  the  banks  of  the  river  in 
search  of  a  place  to  cross,  but  in  vain  ;  we  there- 
fore began  to  fell  timber,  to  be  employed  in  tbe 
formation  of  a  raft  if  necessary.     More  rain  came 
in  the  evening,  and  we  ^^^^«d  an  unpleasant  nigbl, 
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ly  watchinff  the  rise  or  fall  of  the  riyer. 
I  eaten  noUung  for  two  davs,  and  only  a 
ries  on  the  two  preceding  the^«  At  noon 
bllowing  day  I  had  completed  the  raft,  and 
.  extremely  hungry,  determined  to  attempt 
age  of  the  river  with  one  Yakut  and  the 
:•  The  other  Yakut  I  left  with  the  horsea, 
mid  not  poesibly  perish  for  want  of  food, 
eared  only  anxious  for  the  necessity  which 
compel  him  to  knock  one  of  the  animals 
e  hobd,— -that  is,  that  the  nine  days  should 
To  starve  on  <me  side  of  the  river,  be 
1  in  it,  or  die  upon  the  other  side,  app«ffed 
me ;  and  I  accordingly  embarked  our  lit- 
age  upon  the  raft,  composed  of  ten  logs  of 
out  fifteen  feet  long,  crossed  by  five  others, 
n  crossed  by  two  more,  to  form  a  seat  for 
ion  taking  charge  of  the  baggage,  which 
led  to  the  raft.  The  spars  were  lashed  to- 
ly  leather  thongs,  and  two  or  three  leather 
re  cut  up  to  increase  their  length.  Each 
B  also  connected  to  the  <me  on  eadi  side 
three  grummets,  formed  out  of  the  green 
I  of  the  trees  on  the  banks  of  the  river ; 
raft  appeared  to  me  strong  enough  to  re- 
vere concussion.  We  also  provided  our* 
ith  drift  spars,  formed  into  oars,  to  serve 
and  assist  in  gaining  the  shore  should  an 
happen.  My  papers  and  journals  were 
round  my  body,  and  I  took  my  station  in 
,  in  order  that  I  might  avoid  danger,  and 
the  centre  of  the  river. 
I  with  difficulty  we  moved  our  vessel  into 
i  channel,  irom  the  number  of  eddies ;  but 
mce  reached  it,  we  descended  in  a  most 
ing  manner^  sometimes  actually  maldng  tVie 
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head  giddy  as  we  passed  the  branches  of  treei, 
rockS)  or  islands.  No  accident  happening,  and  the 
river  widening,  I  began  to  congratulate  my  com- 
panions on  the  probability  of  breakfasting  the  neit 
day  in  Okotsk ;  but  as  yet  I  had  not  got  upon  the 
proper  side  of  the  stream,  the  islands  and  shoils 
perpetually  turning  us  off.  The  Cossack  and  Ya- 
kut continued  in  a  state  of  alarm,  not  entirely  witli- 
ont  cause,  for,  upon  rounding  a  point  of  land,  we 
observed  a  large  tree  jutting  into  the  river,  with 
a  tremendous  and  rapid  surf  running  over  it,  the 
branches  of  the  tree  preventing  the  raft  from  pt»- 
ing  over  the  body  of  it,  which  was  so  deep  in  the 
water  as  to  preclude  a  hope  of  escaping  with  life^ 
—it  was  at  least  impossible  to  avoid  being  wreck- 
ed* *  The  Cossack  and  Yakut  crossed  themeelvei, 
while  I  was  quietly  awaiting  the  result  in  the  bow. 
We  struck,  and  such  was  the  force  of  the  reboaod, 
that  I  was  in  hopes  we  should  have  been  throwa 
outside  the  shaft  in  the  subsequent  approach.  I 
was,  however,  disappointed,  for  the  forepart  of  the 
raft  was  actually  sucked  under  the  tree,  and  die 
afterpart  rose  so  high  out  of  the  water,  that  it  omb- 
pletely  turned  over,  bringing  the  baggage  under 
water ;  the  whole  then,  with  the  Yakut  and  Ceei- 
ack,  proceeded  down  the  stream,  and  fortonatdy 
brought  up  upon  an  island  about  one  hundred  yv^ 
below.  In  the  meanwhile  my  situation  was  dan- 
gerous ;  being  in  the  bow,  I  could  not  hold  on  the 
raft  as  my  companions  had  been  able  to  do,  for  fear 
of  being  jammed  in  between  the  raft  and  the  tne. 
I  therefore  quitted  my  hold,  and,  with  infinite  dif- 
ficulty, clung  to  the  outer  branches  on  the  rapid 
side  of  the  tree ;  my  body  was  sucked  under,  m 
no  part  of  me  was  out  of  the  water  but  my  head 
and  arms.   I  could  ivo\  \oTv%Temain  in  anch  a  state ; 
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laking,  therefore,  one  vigorous  effort,  on  the 
SB  of  which  it  was  clear  my  life  depended,  I 
1  the  top  of  the  tree.  I  was  throwing  off  my 
park,  when  the  branch  gave  way,  and  I 
ed  down,  half  drowning,  to  the  island.  It 
fortanate  circumstance  that  the  raft  upset, 
lerwise  it  could  not  have  brought  up  at  the 
;  which  it  did  in  consequence  of  the  baggage 
I  to  the  raft  being  so  deep  in  the  water, 
r  utnation,  notwithstanding,  upon  the  island, 
y  no  means  pleasant.  On  either  side  of  us 
ruiid  channel,  and  I  was  as  far  as  ever  from 
iplishing  the  object  I  had  in  view,  which  was 
f  getting  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  river ; 
sn  I  mi^t  expect  to  reach  some  habitation, 
being  none  upon  the  left  bank  nearer  than 
mdr^  miles,  half  way  to  Idgiga.  My  first 
ras  to  change  my  wet  clothes,  and  warm  ray- 
j  exercise ;  the  next  was  to  unlash  and  land 
iggage,  and  to  save  as  much  of  the  raft  as 
le,  our  deliverance  depending  upon  it.  By 
rork  we  accomplished  it  ere  the  sun  had  set ; 
iirhich  it  soon  began  to  be  very  cold.  The 
ranee  of  the  night  was  unfavourable,  as  it 
ided  rain ;  it  would  therefore  have  been  high- 
iscreet  to  remain  longer  than  necessary,  as 
'er  might,  in  one  night,  so  increase  as  to  cover 
and. 

launch  a  raft  into  the  channel  I  could  not 
ity  as  by  that  time  it  would  be  dark,  and  we 
t  certainly  meet  with  the  same  accident,  and 
Ay  worse  results.  I  therefore  walked  towards 
id  of  the  island,  till  I  came  opposite  to  a  large 
hich  had  fallen  irom  the  continent  nearly  half 
aofls  the  narrowest  part  of  the  channel,  which 
be  about  fifty  or  sixty  feet.  ToswimtliTOT^^ 
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the  central  part  of  it  was  impossible ;  but  it  ap- 
peared  to  me  probable^  with  the  help  of  nantiol 
ingenuity,  to  save  not  only  ourselves,  but  also  the 
baggage ;  and  this  I  accomplished  in  a  true  sailor- 
like  fashion. 

The  baggage  and  spars  were  first  removed  £rom 
the  place  of  wreck  to  that  we  purposed  departiBg 
from.  These  spars  were,  as  I  have  said,  abont 
fifteen  feet  long,  a  length  which  would  not  more  than 
one-third  reach  to  the  tree,  allowing  a  proportion  to 
be  within  the  beach.  I  therefore  placed  the  heaviest 
baggage  in  the  water,  coqsisting  of  four  bags  lashed 
together,  to  which  I  lashed  the  inner  ends  of  two 
of  the  stoutest  spars,  keeping  a  line  fast  to  the  outer 
ends,  to  prevent  the  strength  of  the  stream  from 
carrying  them  down.  I  should  say,  that  the  place 
where  I  sunk  the  baggage  was  past  the  parallel  of 
the  tree,  to  which  I  desired  to  get,  five  or  six  feet, 
in  order  that  the  last  of  the  studding  sail  booms 
which  I  should  rig  out  might  come  on  the  rapid 
side  of  the  tree,  and  thus  form  a  bridge.  I  then 
carried  out  two  more  spars,  and  lashed  their  cenHrtf 
to  the  otUer  ends  of  the  two  first  spars,  while  the 
inner  ends  were  lashed  to  the  centre  of  the  two 
inner  spars ;  the  second  two  spars  had  also  a  gsf 
fastened  to  their  outer  ends,  as  a  support.  I  had 
now  reached  within  eight  or  nine  feet  of  the  tree^ 
a  space  including  the  most  rapid  part  of  the  streami 
I  accordingly  sent  one  more  spar,  dropping  it  be- 
tween the  others  in  such  a  manner  that  it  should 
fall  tides- way  of,  and  two  or  three  feet  beyond,  the 
nearest  part  of  the  tree.  Of  course  it  required  bo 
guy,  and  but  one  inner  lashings  as  it  could  not  get 
adrift  or  fall  to  leeward,  unless  the  tree  gave  way* 
My  reason  for  sending  one  spar  at  last,  was  to  pn* 
Fent^  as  much  as  ^^ssible,  an  extra  surf;  for,  as  it 
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^at  difficulty  in  reaching  the  tree.  The 
llowed  in  safety  ;  but  of  course  I  could 
the  Yakut  to  attempt  it ;  the  bare  idea 
to  him.  I  therefore  returned,  and  ma- 
}r  long  line  out  of  leather  strips  from  two 
ig  it  over  to  the  Cossack,  keeping  one 
the  island.    My  bridge  thus  appeared 


sntiiieDt 


Lashing 
Lashing 


Island 


le  me  to  ferry  over  my  Yakut,  the  bag- 
lastly,  myself,  I  converted  the  bridge 
which  had  a  line  fast  to  it  from  each 
river,  the  Cossack  hauling  it  to  his  side, 
again.  When  it  came  to  my  turn,  I  had 
antage  of  a  check  line,  for  there  was  no 
ike  it  fast  to.  The  consequence  was,  in 
le  tree,  the  raft  upset,  and  I  got  a  severe 
held  on,  however,  and  was  puHed  ashore 
itate,  from  the  e£fects  of  the  cold,  that 
became  like  a  firm  casing  of  ice.  Not- 
Ig,  I  could  not  but  be  thankful  for  two 
is ;  the  last  of  which,  I  suppose,  occur- 
D'clock  at  night* 
lediateJy  had  recourse  to  flint  and  a\Ai\, 


Teloped  in  flames,  and  we  were  obl^ 
hard  to  prevent  its  boiog  btal  to  lu. 

This  immense  fire  raging  round  OB, 
feet  of  inducing  the  other  guide  to  bwid 
across  the  rirer  to  our  relief,  either  su 
were  there,  or  that  other  assistance 
was  at  hand :  a  service  which  mnat  hav 
formed  with  no  small  difficulty  or  peri 
sake  of  the  Yaknti,  it  was  a  happy  accoi 
as,  from  the  general  want  of  food,  and  ' 
to  their  home,  it  was  impossible  for  tl 
returned  without  a  fresh  supply,  Noi 
right  bank  of  the  river  Okota,  we  'wei 
assistance  in  twenty-four  hours.  The 
had  arrived,  by  iLe  winding  of  the  river 
or  sixteen  mites ;  bat  in  a  direct  line  I 
tiou  of  the  Arka  and  Okota,  not  mon 
miles ;  so  that  the  fire  was  readily  diati] 
the  Yakut  I  had  \eh  with  the  horses, 
felt  delierhted  with  his  cood  conduct  i 


,£oofiiieot 
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town  of  Okotsk ;  and  calling  on  the  police-master, 
was  by  him,  in  the  government  boat,  carried  over, 
with  all  the  formality  and  respect  due  to  my  rank, 
to  the  abode  of  the  chief  of  Okotsk,  Vladimir 
Ushinsky,  than  whom  I  have  never  found  a  better 
man,  or  one  who  possesses  more  real  goodness  of 
heart  under  the  most  severe  and  forbidding  counte- 
nance. 

I  was  provided  with  quarters  at  the  abode  of  the 
police-master,  whose  brother  had  that  day  been 
drowned  in  floating  a  raft  down  the  Okota,  not  far 
from  where  I  was  wrecked.  I  waited  upon  the 
chief  of  Okotsk  as  soon  as  I  could  put  on  a  dean 
dress,  afforded  me  through  the  kindness  of  a  Mr 
Gardner,  a  Bostonian,  settled  in  Okotsk  as  an  agent 
or  retail  trader.  The  chief  felt  much  surprised  at 
my  haggard  and  miserable  appearance.  My  hot 
was  completely  frosted,  and  bore  the  effects  of  ex- 
posure to  the  wind  in  no  ordinary  degree.  My 
long  red  beard,  longer  red  locks,  and  almost  fright- 
ful aspect,  now  suggested  to  me  the  propriety  of 
shaving  myself  as  well  as  of  getting  my  hair  cat, 
neither  of  which  I  had  permitted  for  fifteen  months. 
To  this  measure,  however,  I  did  not  consent,  till  I 
had  determined,  in  (5onsequence  of  the  information 
I  received,  and  the  general  circumstances  attend- 
ing my  situation,  to  return  to  Europe.  I  did,  bow- 
ever,  shave  in  the  forenoon,  and  had  my  hair  also 
cut ;  and  receiving  as  a  present  a  surtout  and  pair 
of  blue  trowsers,  I  became  once  more  a  genteel 
dressed  man. 

Through  the  hospitality  and  kindness  of  Captain 

Ushinsky,  I  was  enabled  to  pass  a  most  pleasant  day 

in  the  agreeable  company  of  the  officers  both  of  the 

naval  and  civil  service  of  Okotsk.     The  chief  had 

long  been  expectms  tne)  and  continued  so  to  ez- 

b 
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pect,  anti]  be  heard  of  my  departure ^rom  Yakutsk 
for  the  Kolyma ;  when,  to  use  his  own  expression, 
'*  he  gave  me  up  for  lost!*  I  do,  however,  say  that 
whatever  are  his,  and  m'ay  be  others',  opinions, 
I  feel  certain,  that  one  half  the  difficulties,  and 
nearly  all  the  dangers  and  exposures,  to  which  tra- 
vellers, in  any  climate^  are  most  commonly  sub- 
jected, and  of  which  they  so  much  complain,  are 
the  result  of  either  their  own  physical  incompe- 
tency,  or  want  of  prudential  foresight,  I  certain- 
ly do  not  understand  making  much  ado  about  no- 
uimg,  nor  writmg  expensive  quartos  upon  a  subject 
which  might  be  compressed  into  a  duodecimo,  so 
fax  as  regards  the  value  of  the  information ;  but 
this  I  do  understand,  that  were  a  similar,  and  ap- 
parently a  difficult  journey,  left  open  for  me  to  per- 
form, which  could  in  the  least  tend  to  the  benefit 
of  mankind,  and,  in  the  event  of  success,  to  my  own 
advantage,  I  would  no  more  think  of  refusing  to 
undertake  such  a  journey,  than  I  would  that  of  ex- 
ploring Africa  to-morrow ;  for  which  purpose,  and 
with  slender  means,  I  am  ready  in  six  hours.  I 
^d  utter  these  sentiments  at  Okotsk ;  I  have  now 
again  uttered  them  in  England,  conscious  that  my 
i^aacL  18  economical,  prudential,  and  feasible. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

ReasoBS  fot  determining  to  return  to  Europe — Descaptimof 
Okotsk — Observations  on  the  navigation  of  the  Amofflt-i 
Kuiilelslands^St  Peter  and  St  Paul'»— Captains  Va»- 
liefiTs  and  Kotzebue's  Expeditions. 

The  circumstances  which  indnced  me  to  dete^ 
mine  upon  a  return  to  Europe,  preyiously  Tidtiog 
Eamtchatka,  I  will  heg  to  hj  before  my  readers, 
in  the  words  of  part  of  a  letter  I  addressed  to  the 
same  purport,  to  the  governor-general  of  Siberia. 
It  is  as  follows : 

''  Okotsk,  Joly  8, 1821. 
"  MOST  EXCELLENT  SIR, 

<<  From  the  river  Kolyma  I  had  last  the  honour 
of  addressing  your  excellency ;  since  when  I  have 
come  over  a  large  tract  of  desolate  country^  nearly 
two  thousand  miles,  with  great  labour  and  some 
peril.  The  difficulties  I  have  had  to  contend  with 
surpass  every  thing  of  the  kind  I  have  before  seoi, 
and  required  every  exertion  of  mine  to  conqntf ; 
which  I  did  not  do  under  seventy-five  days  of  bard 
labour.  My  route  lay  along  the  Kolyma,  Zyzanlo^ 
Indigirka,  Omekon,  and  Okota ;  all  of  which  aiBy 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  large,  rapid,  dangerouB^ 
and  almost  impaasa^Ae  TVN«t^«  Besides  these,  there 
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are  nnmerons  other  streams,  as  well  as  lofty  moun- 
tains of  frozen  snow,  large  overflowed  marshes, 
crowded  and  decayed  forests,  and  half-frozen  lakes, 
which  present  themselves  in  every  part  of  this  jour- 
ney ;  suffering  at  the  same  time  cold,  rain,  hunger, 
and  fatigue,  with  forty-five  nights'  exposure  to  the 
snow ;  at  times  without  fire  in  a  frost  of  thirty  de- 
grees ;  and,  latterly,  five  days  being  passed  with- 
out  food ;  never  having  seen  an  individual  du<< 
ring  four  hundred  miles,  and  but  one  habitation  in 
the  extent  of  one  thousand ;  being  frequently  be- 
wildered and  lost  in  the  snow  mountains ; — all  these 
circumstances  tend  to  weary  and  dispirit  a  travel- 
ler upon  a  like  journey,  and  render  him  incapable 
of  addressing  your  excellency  in  a  proper  style. 
But  I  am  unwilling  to  allow  a  post  to  escape,  with- 
out communicating  my  past  and  future  movements. 

"  I  was  induced  to  undertake  the  late  journey, 
in  order  that  I  might  reach  Okotsk  in  time  to  pro- 
ceed to  America  or  Kamtchatka,  as  cju-cumstances 
abould  render  most  desirable  or  necessary ;  other- 
wise the  proper  route  from  the  Koljrma  to  Okotsk 
is  vi&  Yakutsk,  the  route  of  the  Omekon  having 
been  discontinued  thirty  years,  in  consequence  of 
the  difficulties  and  perils  which  ever  attend  it. 

<<  I  waited  upon  the  chief  of  Okotsk,  who  recei- 
Ted  me  with  distinguished  hospitality  and  friend- 
ship, and  who  informed  me  that  there  was  no  ves- 
sel of  any  description  lying  in  the  port  bound  to 
America ;  and  although  two  vessels  were  expected 
to  arrive  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  it  was  by 
no  means  certun,  or  probable,  that  either  of  them 
would  return  to  the  opposite  continent  during  the 
nme  season.  Such  being  the  case,  the  chief  of 
Okotsk,  agreeable  to  a  request  I  made,  has  con- 
seated  to  mjr  embarkwg  in  the  imperial  tT«[\%poTX, 

2c  2 
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bound  to  Kamtchatka :  there  I  purpose  passii^  the 
remainder  of  the  Bmnmer  in  trayelling  about  the 
peninsula,  and  propose  to  retam  to  this  place  bf 
way  of  Idgiga,  during  the  early  part  of  the  winto^ 
and  thence  to  £urope,  where  I  hope  to  aniye  ii 
the  fall  of  the  ensuing  year,  passing  throng^  sodi 
places  in  Siberia  as  I  could  not  yisit  upon  my  out* 
wardjoumey. 

*^  Ine  circumstances  which  have  arisen  ainoe  nj 
last  letter  to  your  ezcellencyy  are  such  as  to  rea- 
der useless  my  proceeding  to  America,  even  if  a 
conveyance  offered;  but,  as  no  opportunity  does 
exist,  I  must  remain  a  long  time  in  Okotsk  if  I 
persist  in  my  plan.  Thus  I  hope  that  your  excel- 
lency and  the  imperial  goTemment  wul  not  feel 
displeased  with  me,  in  consideration  of  tibe  reasooi 
I  have  given  for  retracing  my  steps,  in  preference  to 
proceeding  beyond  the  penmsula  of  itamtchatka. 

*^  Your  excellency  is  well  aware,  that  the  objeet 
I  had  in  view,  when  I  undertook  this  long  and 
painful  journey,  was  first  to  ascertain  the  situatioB 
of  Shelatskoi  Noss,  then  to  cross  from  Asia  to 
America,  at  Behring's  Straits,  and  trace  the  latter 
continent  as  far  as  possible  to  the  north-east* 

<<  The  first  problem  is  entirely  solved  by  the  fer- 
tunate  issue  of  Baron  Wrangel's  expedition.  The 
north-east  boundary  of  Asia  being  thus  established 
beyond  all  doubt,  I  could  no  longer  have  any  na* 
son  for  remaining  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Kaiyiiii> 
which  place  I  accordingly  quitted  tiie  moment  tbe 
Mr  held  with  the  Tchuktchi  upon  the  Aniay  wai 
finished. 

'<  My  original  desire,  or  intention,  of  proceed* 

ing  to  America,  is  now  become  as  delicate  as  wm 

my  situation  on  the  Kolyma,  as  a  naval  expeditioa 

is  there  also,  ham^  xXv^  ^u&i^  ^^(s^^jc^m  view  thet 
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I  bave.  I  cannot  be  allowed  to  act  with  them,  for 
the  reasons  before  assigned :  I  will  not  act  agamst 
tiiem ;  and,  therefore,  I  cannot  act  at  all.  It  would 
be  madness  and  presumption  in  me  to  attempt  a 
task  of  the  kind  while  an  expedition  is  there.  I 
cannot  get  to  Behring's  Straits  but  with  their  as- 
sistance, or  that  of  the  Tchuktchi,  and  thus  I  can- 
not get  there  at  all,  and  can  only  wish  for  a  suc- 
cessfol  termination  of  Captain  Va88ilieff*8  exer- 
tions* Should  that  officer  withdraw  entirely,  I 
will  hereafter  undertake  the  same  journey,  and 
may  possibly  do  that  by  good  fortune,  which  even 
more  zeal  and  talents  cannot  execute ! 

^  Had  I  known,  when  in  Europe,  of  the  expe- 
ditionB  on  the  Kolyma  and  in  Behring's  Straits,  I 
do  not  think  I  should  have  taken  this  route  to  em- 
|doy  and  improve  myself.  I  shall,  however,  re- 
member my  journey  with  gratitude,  pleasure,  and 
pride.  I  confess  to  your  excellency,  that  I  do  not 
aee  the  necessity  for  continuing  my  journey  merely 
toe  the  sake  of  consistency.  I  am  not  afraid  of  the 
Ittky  and  I  am  as  happy  in  a  wild  desert  as  in  a 
proud  capital ;  but  I  conceive  I  can  better  employ 
myself  more  improve  myself,  and  possibly  do  bet- 
ter altogether.  I  have  much  to  see  and  learn  du- 
ring the  ensuing  fifteen  months  which  I  shall  pass 
in  Siberia,  an(£  therefore,  I  hope  I  am  about  to 
adopt  that  line  of  conduct  which,  under  all  the 
circamBtances  of  the  case,  appears  most  proper, 
however  much  I  regret  the  necessUy  of  retracing 
my  steps.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,"  &c. 

Sncn  were  the  ideas  suggested  to  me,  and  such 
was  tlie  conduct  I  felt  it  necessary  to  adopt,  in 
oonaequence  of  the  conversation  I  had  with  the 
dnef  of  Okotsk,  and  the  head  of  the  Amenc^ti 
Conpanj>  who  told  me  that  he  had  no  idea  oi  ari^ 
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Tessek  Offiering  this  year  for  the  opposite  conti- 
nent. No  other  Teasel  conld  oiffer,  as  the  porta  of 
Okotsk  and  Kamtchatka  had  become  shnt  to  all 
strangers  since  I  had  left  St  Petersbnig,  tfans,  in 
fiurt,  compelling  me  to  adopt  the  most  proper  line 
of  condact,  as  will  hereafter  appear,  upon  my  ani- 
▼al  at  Kamtchatka.  I  will  therefore  abstain  from 
touching  any  more  upon  that  point  until  I  reach 
that  peninsola,  and  content  myself  with  yiewing 
the  wonders  of  Okotsk. 

Okotsk  is  sitoated  in  the  north-east  part  of  a 
bay  formed  by  the  rivers  Okota  and  Koaktniy  and 
is  approaching  to  more  respect  and  considentio& 
than  it  ever  did  before,  owing,  I  believe,  prind- 
paUy  to  the  active  and  honest  exertions  of  the  pre- 
sent chief.  The  town  was  formerly  situated  on  a 
low  sandy  beach  close  to  the  sea-side.  Its  expo- 
sure and  inconvenience  were  never  pointed  oat  till 
by  the  late  chief,  now  commanding  at  Yakntd^ 
who  was,  in  consequence,  ordered  to  transfer  tiM 
town  from  the  old  to  the  new  site,  which  is  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Okota,  as  the  old  one  was  on  the 
right.  The  order  for  the  removal  has  been  issued 
several  years,  yet  little  was  done  till  lately :  even  at 
present  the  new  site  contains  but  the  government 
buildings,  and  those  belonging  to  a  few  of  the  Cos- 
sacks and  sailors.  The  more  considerable  part, 
which  are  erecting  by  the  American  Company^ 
will,  it  is  said,  be  transferred  hither  in  the  ensnmf 
winter.  The  plan  upon  which  the  town  is  build- 
ing is  good,  and,  when  finished,  will  be,  after  Ba^ 
naoule,  the  neatest  place  in  Siberia,  although  upon 
a  small  scale,  for  there  are  not  more  than  £fiee^ 
or  sixteen  hundred  people  in  it.  The  countiy 
round  Okotsk  is  highly  productive  of  fine  timber, 
in  consequence  oi  ^\a!^  ^  ^^i^^-^'^ivsd  has  been 
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ttodBf  and  some  fine  vessels  have  been  built,  to 
enable  the  government  to  transport  provisions  to 
[dgga  and  Kamtcbatka. 

Toe  chief  of  Okotsk  is  generally  a  captain  of 
lie  navy  of  the  second  rank,  and  subject  only  to 
lie  orders  of  the  governor-general  of  Siberia,  al- 
hoogh  the  governor  of  Irkutsk  has  some  power  in 
ivil  cases.  At  present  the  establishment  consists 
tf  ihree  obtains  and  four  lieutenants,  with  corre- 
pcmding  officers  of  all  classes,  and  nearly  six  hun- 
Ired  seamen  and  artificers ;  the  allowance  for  main- 
Bining  and  paying  whom  is  less  than  two  thou- 
and  poimds  per  annimi,  independent  of  their  bread, 
finch  IB  about  eight  thousand  bushels.  The  peo- 
Ab  are  employed  in  building  vessels  and  store- 
KraaeSy  in  rigging  and  sailing  the  former,  and  fili- 
ng the  latter  with  flour  and  stores.  The  receiving 
wA  sending  away  of  flour  is  a  serious  and  labo- 
lona  dnty,  and  open  to  much  abuse  and  pilfering. 
Beaides  these  works  there  is  a  salt  concern,  under 
liB  charge  of  an  officer  who  commands  the  con- 
ricta,  at  present  ninety  in  number,  the  maintenance 
if  whom,  including  provisions,  clothing,  and  pock- 
st-numey,  is  about  a  thousand  pounds  per  annum. 
rheae  extraordinary  expenses  are  occasioned  by 
lie  allowance  of  double  rations,  in  consideration 
if  their  hard  work.  The  allowance  to  a  convict 
a  aa  follows  ;«*£igbty  pounds  of  rye  flour  for  each 
nan  per  month,  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
if  the  same  flour  for  each  man  who  has  a  wife, 
nd  forty  pounds  in  addition  for  each  child,  male 
or  female.  Each  man  is  also  allowed  ten  pounds 
Bf  oatmeal,  or  rice,  and  twenty  pounds  of  butter 
per  month.  They  are  also  allowed  two  complete 
loita  of  clothing,  and  about  twenty  shillings  per 
anuun  in  money.    Such  an  allowance  oi  ^loVk- 


310  OKOTSK. 

sioDs  18  commendable  and  liberal ;  indeed  it  is  80 
great,  that  the  poor  wretches  are  enabled  to  sdl 
one-half  of  the  bread  for  the  purchase  of  tea,  sogyry 
and  meat ;  and  of  the  latter  there  is  not  so  orach 
necessity,  when  the  superabundant  quantity  of  fidi 
is  taken  into  consideration,  which  is  so  great  thift 
I  believe  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  dogs  an 
fed  with  it  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

The  quantity  of  salt  made  by  the  convicto  ii 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred  poods,  or  one 
thousand  six  hundred  bushels,  which  is  sold. alike 
to  rich  and  poor,  at  the  rate  of  three  sfailliiigs  ir 
bushel,  equal  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  poundt  fei 
sixteen  hundred  bushels ;  so  that  the  salt,  altboi^ 
a  necessary,  is  a  losing  establishment  of  seventy* 
five  per  cent.  The  liberality  and  consideration  d 
the  Emperor  upon  this  head  cannot,  therefore,  M 
be  duly  appreciated. 

There  are  also  at  Okotsk  fifty  Cossacks,  whose 
allowance  of  flour  is  thirty  poods,  or  one  thousaaii 
two  hundred  pounds  weight,  per  annum,  and  oat" 
meal  and  butter  in  proportion.  The  children  htn 
half  that  allowance,  and  widows  and  orphans  are 
considered  as  entitled  to  the  same,  thus  bringiflg 
the  establishment  of  Okotsk  to  about  two  hnndred 
and  fifty  thousand  roubles,  or  ten  thousand  pcnoAt 
per  annum.  To  meet  this,  the  yasack,  or  tribnttk 
paid  by  Yakuti  and  Tongousi  is  two  tbooMDil 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  roubles,  or  k* 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  the 
duties  upon  imported  goods  amounted,  in  thne 
years,  to  less  than  seven  hundred  pounds.  Hmm 
are  the  only  sources  of  revenue  to  Okotsk,  if  I 
except  that  arising  from  the  American  Compaifi 
who  are  supposed  to  pay  a  tenth  of  their  importe 
to  the  crown  at  S\.  Petersburg,  as  also  a  teach  tt 
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in  imported  from  Kamtcbatka;  neither  of 
payments  take  place,  I  believe,  in  so  cor. 
manner  as  they  should. 
the  expenses  of  building  and  fitting  out  a 
ort  brig  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  to  one  hun- 
ind  eighty  tons,  I  have  the  account,  which 
it  at  less  than  two  thousand  pounds;  the 
ig  was  one-half  the  amount  of  the  stores, 
leir  transport  from  Irkutsk  the  other  half. 
the  whole,  however,  the  vessels  are  eminent- 
og,  and  worth  the  money.   The  art  of  ship- 
sg  has  considerably  improved,  if  I  may  judge 
he  different  samples  lying  in  Okotsk ;  three 
bave  been  built  within  the  last  three  years, 
ought  to  last  at  least  twenty. 
ih  are  the  official  returns  of  Okotsk.   Of  the 
if  society  little  can  be  said,  no  merchants  re- 
in it,  and  the  chief  being  the  only  married 
lelonging  to  the  navy,  and  but  three  or  four, 
mve  wives,  that  belong  to  the  civil  service; 
ity  there  is  very  little  society,  and  less  edu- 
y  although  a  school  has  been  established  by 
vsent  chief,  which  may  hereafter  do  well  if 
dating  discipline  be  kept  up.    There  are  se- 
•fliz  boys  in  it,  who  cost  nothing  either  to 
tDpire  or  their  families,  being  supported  on 
0  called,  economt/  money y  i.  e.  the  money  sa- 
"om  the  sums  allowed  by  government  for  the 
enance  of  the  equipage,  which  savings  the 
it  governor,  much  to  his  honour  and  credit, 
»y8  for  the  education  and  other  benefit  of  the 
"en* 

ich  credit  is  also  due  to  the  exertions  of  Cap- 
[Jahinsky,  in  having  redressed  many  of  the 
mcea  under  which  the  aborigines  laboured^ 
0  as  the  abuser  in  the  public  deparlmeiiiXA* 
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Formerly  when  an  officer  wanted  money,  he  had 
only  to  go  to  the  dock-yard  and  take  sadi  thiosi , 
from  it  as  he  could  sell  to  raise  it ;  and  so  reoendf 
has  this  abuse  been  exercised,  that  an  officer,  higfc 
in  rank,  did,  even  in  the  last  year,  take  artidet  to 
a  considerable  amount  from  one  of  the  storehousei; 
not  in  a  shy  or  shamefaced  manner,  but  openly,  v 
an  act  justified  by  habit  and  long  usage,  and  not  i( 
all  questionable.  I  cap  see  no  reason  why  soch  ooa- 
dnct  should  be  practised  here,  as  all  officers  recein 
double  pay  and  extra  proYisions,  besides  being  il* 
ways  considered  as  regular  traders ;' indeed  it  Im^ 
since  my  return  from  Siberia,  been  sanctioned  bf 
authority,  that  officers  in  certain  departments  tf 
situations  may  trade.  The  consequences  will  be 
most  fetal  to  the  poor  aborigines,  and  moat  de- 
structive to  the  interest  of  the  fiEur  trader,  who  ii 
taxed  to  an  amount  of  at  least  ten  per  cent  ptf 
annum,  upon  the  capital  he  professes  to  trade  iiidii 

The  abuses  under  which  this  persecuted  race  d 
aborigines  have  existed,  I  shall  forbear  to  mentuii 
I  will,  however,  give  two  samples  of  the  mamMi 
in  which  an  avaricious  chief  may  make  hia  fortmifr 

A  Yakut  applied  to  the  orderly  Cossack  of  tto 
present  chief,  who  spoke  the  language  of  the  Yf   |^ 
kuti,  stating  that  he  wished  to  speak  to  the  dad  \ 
in  private.     The  poor  fellow  was  adndttedy  whtf  j 
he  beckoned  the  interpreter  to  withdraw.    Th 
however,  was  impossible,  as  the  man,  who  keptUi 
hand  in  his  breast,  could  not  speak  a  word  of  Rw* 
sian.     The  chief  demanded  what  he  wanted ;  idl 
he  declined  answering  in  the  presence  of  the  Cti" 
sack.    At  last,  after  many  entreaties,  he  pnlM 
out  a  paper  frt>m  his  bosom,  and  gave  it  to  tfe 
chief,  at  the  same  time  kissing  his  Imee ;  and  o^ 
iserving  that  he  waa  ^  i^ic  \naii)  and  had  neytf  baei 
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I  Okotsk  before.  The  paper  was  opened,  and 
quid  to  contain  a  hundred  roubles,  nearly  five 
lands.  The  chief  demanded  the  purpose  of  the 
Mxney ;  and  by  reasoning  with  and  threatening  the 
lor  fellow,  he  at  last  got  out  the  truth,  which 
■9, — ^that  an  old  custom  prevailed  among  the  Ya- 
iti»  in  order  to  enable  the  chief  of  Okotsk  to  live 
ell  and  support  his  station,  that  every  Yakut 
loald  pay,  upon  his  first  entry  into  Okotsk,  a  sort 
'  poll-tax  to  the  chief ;  and  that  he,  the  Yakut,  in 
immon  with  the  rest,  had  now  only  to  continue 
le  custom,  and  to  express  his  regret  that  he  was 
»  poor  a  man  as  not  to  be  able  to  do  more.  I  need 
It  say  the  money  was  returned,  the  man  made  to 
iderstand  that  such  practices  were  abolished,  and 
message  sent  to  the  princes  of  the  Yakuti,  to  say, 
nt  should  such  conduct  be  again  attempted  with 
m  present  chief,  a  severe  punishment  would  be 
flicted  upon  the  party  offending.  When  the  num- 
ir  of  Yakuti  who  annually  go  to  Okotsk  are  con- 
dered  as  not  falling  short  of  three  or  four  thou- 
ad,  it  may  be  very  readily  guessed  what  the  ave- 
ge  receipts  of  a  chief  were,  and  might  still  be, 
Mm  the  score  of  privilege  and  extortion.  The 
lann  of  bribery  and  corruption  is,  however,  now 
I  decidedly  broken  at  Okotsk,  that  I  feel  certain 
J  place  in  Siberia  will  thrive  more,  although  its 
uef  will  always  be  unpopular. 

J  will  mention  one  instance  more  of  the  preva- 
noe  of  corruption  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and 
i  the  truth  of  which  I  can  myself  testify.  A  de- 
alt dressed  woman  called  upon  the  present  chief 
r  Okotsk,  with  a  petition  that  her  husband  should 
■VB  his  fetters  taken  off,  and  be  allowed  a  total 
spite  from  the  public  services,  in  consequence  of 
■  age  and  infinnities.     Upon  inquiry ^Yiec  Vsav 

voz,  I,  2d 
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band  proved  to  be  a  convict,  and,  still  moTOy  one 
of  the  very  worst.  The  woman  was  de«re4  to  ciU 
again,  and  was  then  told  that  the  chief  was  borj 
that  ^e  conduct  of  her  husband  was  such,  aff  pee- 
vented  the  chiefs  considering  it  necessary  that  he 
should  be  excused  from  the  public  works ;  and  that 
his  health,  his  age,  and  circumstances  were  sodii 
that  no  extra  consideration  of  his  case  was  necei- 
sary,  and  therefore  he  must  continue  to  work  in  Ui 
fetters.  The  woman  then  put  a  letter  into  the  httd 
of  the  chief,  which,  on  openii^,  was  found  to  con* 
tain  bank  notes  to  the  amount  of  three  hundiei 
roubles,  a  sum  equal  to  fifteen  pounds.  ThiB  ma 
her  last  resort ;  the  money  was  returned,  the  Iri* 
mer  opinion  was  confirmed,  and  the  chief,  for  h» 
ving  done  his  duty,  and  for  having  honourably  n* 
fused  the  bribe,  was  denounced  as  the  most  wA 
trary  and  tyrannical,  insomuch  that  a  parallel  vtf 
drawn  between  his  conduct  and  that  of  his  prsdfl' 
cessors,  by  whom  it  seems  such  things  were  jat> 
tised. 

These  are  in  no  way  extraordinary  cases,  nortfi 
they  by  any  means  the  most  grievous.  ThoM 
arising  from  the  oppressive  acts  of  the  commiMi- 
ries,  or  tax-gatherers,  are  the  worst.  I  feel  ooafr 
dent  that  no  real  redress  can  be  granted  until  lk0 
yasack  is  done  away  with  entirely ;  and  this  itA 
I  hope  and  believe,  will,  ere  long,  be  taken.  Tm 
sacrifice  would  be  small ;  it  might  even  be  doss 
with  great  advantage  to  the  empire,  and  to  the  i^ 
crease  of  the  population  as  well  as  of  the  reveoni; 
but  I  have  done,  and  am  really  tired  of  being  ^ 
der  the  necessity  of  telling  such  true  tales. 

During  the  latter  part  of  my  stay  at  Gko^ 
two  vessels  arrived  there  from  America^  ona  * 
which  was  verY  ^xui^2k\ft)  ^octh  aboul  mmttf 
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thonsand  ponndsy  the  other  ahout  thirty  thousand. 
Tliey  were  brigs,  and  loaded  with  sea-otters,  bea- 
Ters,  sea-cats,  martins,  river-otters,  and  various 
other  less  valuable  skins.  The  vessels  appeared 
well  manned,  and  tolerably  managed,  which  is  more 
than  I  can  believe  is  the  case  with  the  government 
transports ;  but  as  I  am  going  in  one,  and  shall  have 
a  fidr  opportunity  of  judging,  I  will,  for  the  pre- 
sent, abstain  from  further  remark.  I  remained  in 
Okotak  a  considerable  time,  and  felt  highly  grati- 
fied with  the  attentions  shown  to  me  by  the  chief, 
Ida  amiable  lady,  and  the  officers.  Every  thing 
that  could  tend  to  my  comfort  was  done  for  me.  I 
did  not,  however,  receive  from  the  American  Com- 
pany's representatives  those  attentions  to  which  my 
Btnation  might  seem  to  entitle  me,  in  consequence, 
IbeEeve,  of  what  had  taken  place  at  St  Petersburg. 
Oite  circumstance  in  particular  occurred  to  me, 
wbadu  was  calculated  to  lower  them  and  the  con- 
cern in  my  estimation.  One  of  their  brigs  was  to 
be  examined, — visited  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain-i 
ing  if  the  provisions  were  good,  if  the  people  were 
aatisfied,  and  if  the  furniture  of  the  vessel,  in  spare 
Buls,  &c  was  as  is  directed  by  law.  The  chief 
and  officers  were  invited.  This  was  at  a  feast  given 
by  the  chief,  at  which  I  was  present,  and  where  he 
waa  requested  to  bring  me  with  him ;  I  even  heard 
the  invitation,  but  I  naturally  considered  that,  if 
they  reaUy  wished  me  to  partake  of  the  d^'eune 
to  be  given  on  board,  they  could  as  well  have  in- 
^ted  me  upon  the  spot,  as  desire  a  second  person 
to  bring  me.  The  day  the  survey  was  to  take 
place,  tdl  the  individuals  expected  repaired  to  the 
aeene  of  action  except  myself ;  a  boat  was  dispatch- 
ed after  me,  but  I  declined  the  invitation  in  totQy 
eamdouB  as  I  was  that  something  exiBte&  vi\i\((^) 
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probably  in  obedience  to  directions,  I  ought  not  to 
see,  and  knowing,  as  tbey  must,  that  I  would  ex- 
pose, if  I  discovered  it.  I  neither  have  nor  had 
any  hostility  towards  the  American  Company ;  on 
the  contrary,  I  say,  that  I  think  their  establishment 
in  Okotsk  is  upon  the  most  liberal  scale,  probably 
too  liberal,  and  that  there  are  fewer  faults  in  the 
concern  in  Okotsk,  than  in  any  other  of  theirs  that 
I  have  seen. 

The  prices  of  provisions  and  labour  will  condnde 
these  remarks  upon  Okot^.  Bread  is  twelve  rou- 
bles a-pood,  and  meat  from  four  to  five  roubles  the 
same  quantity ;  that  is,  bread  is  sold  by  government 
at  nine  shillings  for  thirty-six  pounds,  while  mett 
is  four  shillings  and  sixpence  for  the  same  quantity. 
Fish,  from  its  abundance,  is  not  vended.  Tobacco^ 
cottons,  and  earthenware,  cutlery,  and  such  articles 
as  a  poor  people  can  want,  are  not  exorbitant; 
while  a  common  working  man  can  earn  four,  five^ 
and  six  shillings  a-day,  which  are,  Jiowever,  sure 
to  be  spent  at  the  kabak,  or  grog-shop.  Wine  of 
an  infamous  quality,  the  worst  of  spirits,  and  a  sort 
of  provincial  naleefka,  and  fructovka  (a  spirit  of  the 
flavour  of  cherry-brandy)  are  most  exorbitantlf 
dear.  Those  who  have  industry,  strength,  or  Uh 
lent,  cannot  fail  of  making  their  situation  comfbft* 
able  in  Okotsk,  if  they  be  so  disposed.  The  placi 
is  generally  considered  healthy,  yet  for  invalidi 
there  is  a  good  hospital,  with  plenty  of  attendantii 
The  gardens  produce  some  vegetables,  but  com- 
monly of  an  inferior  growth  ;  mushrooms  are  most 
abundant,  and  very  fine.  In  other  respects  the  go- 
vernment of  Okotsk  can  only  be  termed  an  in- 
mense  dreary  waste,  extending  from  the  river  UiiB 
to  Idgiga  and  Anadyr,  and  the  whole  popnla)i<B 
ia  leas  than  four  thouann^  «n^,   Iql  «Qite  fi  die 
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attentiom  Rad  hospitality  heaped  upon  me  hy  the 
inhabitants  of  Okotsk,  I  conld  not  regret  my  de- 
partniB.  It  has  such  a  sameness^ — so  little  to  be 
seen — so  little  to  interest — and  what  was  worse 
than  all,  so  mnch  scandal  circulating  there,  that 
e?ery  thing  done  in  Irkutsk  and  St  Petersburg  was 
tare  to  be  known  in  a  very  short  time. 

It  was  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  August  that  I 
embarked  on  board  the  imperial  transport  brig, 
Michaely  to  proceed  to  Kamtchatka.  She  was 
eonuunded  by  a  lieutenant  of  the  navy,  and  had 
on  board  thirty-two  people,  besides  passengers.  I 
mention  the  number,  because  it  is  considered  in 
this  part  of  the  world  that  such  a  number  falls  far 
short  of  what  is  necessary  to  work  a  vessel  in  a 
case  of  emergency. 

Our  destination  was  St  Peter  and  St  Paul's  in 
Kamtdiatka :  we  cast  off  our  lashings  about  noon, 
and  were  soon  in  the  centre  of  the  tremendous 
tides-way,  which  makes  in  and  out  of  Okotsk  every 
six  hours.  In  attempting  to  cross  the  bar,  she 
stmck,  and,  as  the  vessel  was  rather  late,  the  ebb- 
tide having  made,  of  course  she  continued  to  strike, 
and  in  fact  beat  so  hard,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
get  down  the  lower  yards  and  topmasts,  and  even 
to  prepare  to  discharge  the  cargo.  Every  exertion, 
bat  in  vain,  was  made  in  the  two  following  tides 
to  get  her  off  from  the  bank  which  received  Cap- 
tain Billings'  vessel,  the  Good  Intent — she  was  left 
80  truly  dry  at  low  water,  that  I  walked  on  shore 
to  communicate  with  the  chief. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-sixth,  by  main 
force»  we  hove  the  brig  into  deep  water  upon  the 
tiring  of  the  tide  ;  and  as  no  damage  had  been  ap- 
parently done  to  the  vessel,  of  course  Te6\une<i\^^ 
yniyt^*    We  may  be  considered  as  f OTtunatA  \  \)^^ 

2d2 
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surf  is  at  times  so  terrific  as  to  present  the  possi- 
bility  not  only  of  a  boat,  but  of  any  ressel,  outri- 
ding it  many  minutes.  The  shallowness  of  the  iva- 
ter,  a  long  way  off  from  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour, the  rapidity  of  the  tides,  and  the  cross- setting 
of  them  at  the  harbour's  month,  preclude  the  pos- 
sibility of  Okotsk  becoming  an  easily  accessible 
port,-  except  for  a  small  merchant  vessel.  Neces- 
sity alone,  resulting  from  the  loss  of  the  Amour, 
can  induce  the  Russian  government  to  keep  it,  at 
such  an  expense,  and  under  such  circumstances* 
If  the  Amour  had  not  been  sacrificed  through  the 
bad  generalship  of  the  count,  whose  name  I  do  not 
recollect,  or  the  superior  duplicity  of  the  Chinese^ 
all  the  productions  of  the  Pacific  might  have  ent^ 
ed  and  ascended  that  river,  nearly  to  the  fortress 
of  Kiakhta ;  but  in  the  present  state  of  the  limita- 
tion of  the  Chinese  and  Russian  empires,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Pacific  is  necessarily  sent  to  Okotsk, 
as  there  is  no  other  eligible  plac«. 

The  produce  arriving  at  Okotsk  has  to  choose 
betwixt  the  dangers  of  a  bad  roadstead,  and- of  a 
very  difficult  port.  From  Okotsk  to  Irkutsk  an' 
Kiakhta,  are  near  three  thousand  miles  of  the  most 
difficult  and  dangerous  land-carriage  in  the  world; 
a  journey  which  cannot  be  accomplished  during  the 
season  in  which  the  vessels  generally  arrive  at 
Okotsk ;  consequently  one  year's  interest  of  the 
money  is  sunk,  besides  the  exposure  of  the  goods  to 
the  ignorance  and  negligence  of  warehouse-keepen^ 
and  the  dampness  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  only  period  in  which  the  port  of  Okotsk  caa 

be  approached  or  departed  from,  is  between  the 

months  of  July  and  October,  or  only  four  monthst 

The  general  period  for  vessels  arriving  is  the  latter 

part  of  July  or  be^^mmii^  ^  Kxi<^gQis&\  ^a(l  late  ia 
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the  sessim  to  admit  of  their  cargoes  heing  forward- 
ed to  Yakutsk  in  time  to  take  the  winter  road,  and 
reach  the  ffdr  of  Kiakhta  during  the  same  season, 
as  the  fair  commences  in  February.     Were  the 
American  Company  to  dispatch  their  vessels  from 
the  continent  of  America  in  the  month  of  May^ 
they  would  always  arrive  at  Okotsk  before  the  1st 
July ;  their  cargoes  might  be  transported  to  Ya- 
kutsk by  the  end  of  August,  at  a  cheap  rate,  by 
means  of  the  return  horses,  and  then  to  Irkutsk  by 
water,  previous  to  the  winter  setting  in,  and  so  be 
leady  for  disposal  at  Kiakhta  in  January.     The 
furs  would  arrive  in  a  better  state,  and  of  course 
fetch  a  better  price.     What  incalculable  advan- 
tages would  result  to  the  American  Company  and 
to  merchants  in  general,  to  say  nothing  of  its  con- 
venience to  the  government,  from  the  employ  of 
steam-engines  upon  the  rivers  Lena,  Angara,  Se- 
knga,  and  Baikhal  lake  I  What  country  in  the 
forld  has  such  advantages  for  the  employment  of 
team  as  Siberia ;  and  what  a  relief  would  it  not 
Ife  to  the  aborigines,  in  saving  them  at  least y^^. 
ouMifu/ horses  every  year,  which  are  now,  through 
^gue,  c-old,  hunger,  and  being  overladen,  left  to 
rishi 

The  value  of  the  Amour  is,  however,  so  gene« 

y  known,  and  its  loss  so  sensibly  felt,  that  it 

e  needless  to  point  out  the  benefits  which  would 

3  from  the  purchase  of  it ;  all  that  surprises  me 

^t  the  Russians  have  not  attempted  to  open 

«ty  even  for  the  privilege  of  navigating  the 

;  then  tlie  direct  trade  between  Irkutsk  and 

U;hatka,  Japan,  and  the  Pacific  in  general, 

I  be  astonishing,  while  now  it  is  at  best  con- 

ible. 

vetara  to  the  voyage,  which  occupied  ix&  fous* 
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teen  days,  with  mild  and  favourable  weather,  and 
bat  little  fog ;  on  the  seventh  day  we  passed  the 
Knrile  Islands  in  safety,  and  on  the  tenth  made 
the  A  vatcha  Peak.  Strong  north  winds,  and  a  still 
stronger  and  perpetual  south-east  current,  together 
with  the  want  of  practical  knowledge  in  the  com- 
manders of  the  vessels  in  this  part  of  the  woiid, 
retarded  our  progress,  so  that  we  did  not  anchor 
until  the  fifteenth  day,  when  I  was  received  under 
the  roof  of  the  amiable  and  hospitable  chiefs  CifH 
tain  Rikord — the  gentleman,  as  will  be  remen- 
bered,  who  rescued  Captain  Golovnin  from  the 
hands  of  the  Japanese.  I  arrived  in  time  to  par- 
take of  the  feast  given  in  honour  of  the  saint  after 
whom  the  lady  of  the  chief  is  named.  It  was  it- 
tended  by  all  the  youth,  beauty,  and  fashion  of  the 
town  of  St  Peter  and  St  Paul's. 

During  our  passage  across  the  sea,  little  of  ii- 
terest  was  excited.  I  had  occasion,  during  ctla 
weather,  to  witness  the  struggles  of  the  whale,  and 
listen  to  its  groans,  when  attacked  by  the  kasatki, 
a  species  of  sword-fish.  We  had  frequent  impor- 
tunities of  ascertaining  the  state  of  the  emraitoy 
which  were  invariably  found  setting  to  the  S.E.  it 
the  rate  of  two  and  three  miles  per  hour.  In  one 
of  these  excursions,  and  when  I  was  in  a  smill 
punt-boat,  with  a  deep  sea-lead  down-  for  an  si- 
chor,  the  laziness  of  the  crew  got  the  better  of  their 
prudence,  and  nearly  prevented  my  now  relating 
the  tale.  Although  in  a  small  punt,  the  crew  per* 
sisted  in  pulling  towards  the  brig,  with  the  deep- 
sea-lead  down ;  the  consequences  were,  as  might 
be  expected,  the  moment  we  ceased  rowing,  to 
enable  us  to  take  hold  of  a  rope  thrown  to  us,  thit 
moment,  of  couTae,\.\\^  ^unt  ^ot  stemway,  and  con- 
finaed  it  tintii  thQW^NVw^Xstooai^^K^vuidawn; 
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bat  although  the  boat  was  nearly  swamped  by  this 
nnsailorlike  conduct,  yet,  in  spite  of  remonstrance, 
was  it  again  fruitlessly  attempted.  Whether  this 
conduct  proceeded  from  obstinacy,  ignorance^  or 
fearlessness,  I  leave  the  reader  to  judge.  At  length 
the  crew  took  my  advice,  and  we  gained  the  brig, 
I  had  also  an  opportunity  of  establishiug  the  lati- 
tude of  Povorotnoi  Noss,  and  which  is  correctly 
laid  down  in  the  old  chart  of  Admiral  Saretcheff, 
while  the  more  modem  one  of  Admiral  Kruzen- 
stem  is  incorrect  by  nineteen  miles.  The  longi- 
tudes of  Nishney  Koljrmsk,  of  Okotsk,  and  of  the 
island  of  Eon,  have,  however,  3°  of  error  in  the  for* 
mer  admiral's  chart ;  this  may  probably  have  pro- 
ceeded from  inadvertency,  and  not  from  en*or  of 
calculation,  ss  Captain  Billings  used  English  books 
to  calculate  by,  while  Admiral  Saretcheff  must 
have  used  French ; — the  former  only  understood 
his  own  English,  and  of  course  used  the  meridian 
of  London ;  the  latter,  most  likely,  used  the  meri- 
dian of  Paris,  as  he  did  not  understand  English.  I 
mention  the  circumstance  of  exculpation,  because 
the  errors  are  known  to  exist.  Three  degrees  must 
be  added  to  the  longitude  of  the  place  according 
to  the  charts  extant ;  in  short,  it  ought  to  be  about 
146^  east  of  London.  In  passing  the  Kurile  islands, 
the  general  line  of  them  appeared  to  be  well  laid 
down,  with  the  exception  of  the  second  and  fourth 
ttlands,  which,  with  Cape  Lopatka,  should  be  placed 
fiuther  to  the  east,  to  bring  them  upon  a  north- 
east line  with  the  islands  to  the  southward  of 
them ;  or  the  southern  islands  should  be  placed 
more  to  the  westward,  to  bring  them  upon  a  south- 
west line  from  Cape  Lopatka,  for  that  is  their  ex- 
act direction,  although  the  charts  lay  them  down 
otherwise.  I  had  no  other  means  than  b&\(-a*CLOx^\i 
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compasses  of  ascertaining  where  the  favlt  lies.  Tlie 
islands  and  peninsula  are  elevated,  bold,  and  nsj 
accessible ;  passages  may  be  ran  for  dnring  Ae 
night  in  spite  of  the  fogs,  and  there  is  no  danger 
anywhere  but  in  the  Lopatka  channel,  whi&n  a 
strong  sonth-east  current  always  sets.  The  ave- 
rage temperature  of  the  atmosphere  was  15^  of 
beat. 

In  the  harbour  of  St  Peter  and  St  Fttol's,  I 
found  the  Russian  expedition  under  the  orden  cf 
Captain  Vassilieff,  who  had  returned  from  a  fndt- 
less  attempt  to  get  round  the  American  contineflt. 
They  rounded  Icy  Cape  about  thirty  miles  beyoad 
Captain  Cook,  although  they  fell  short  of  him  on 
the  Asiatic  side  by  two  degrees.  Little  increan 
of  knowledge  will  be  gained  to  the  world  by  tlv 
expedition ;  the  most  valuable  is  the  having  aseer- 
tained  that  a  strong  current  runs  round  Icy  Cip0 
to  the  north-east  and  east,— so  strong  that  it  wtf 
with  great  difficulty  Captain  Vassilieff  could  get 
back  his  fast-sailing  sloop.  She  certainly  was  not 
provided  with  the  means,  nor  was  she  a  fit  vessel, 
for  wintering  on  the  American  coast,  separsted 
from  her  consort,  a  large  transport  of  six  hundrrf 
tons.  What  would  Captain  Parry  have  given  kt 
such  a  fair  current  f  Had  the  state  of  Captibi 
Vassilieff's  ship  permitted  his  running  for  the  ic- 
complishment  of  the  voyage  in  general,  he  certin^ 
ly  had  the  fairest  opportunity  that  ever  man  hid, 
for  the  result  of  Captain  Parry*s  first  vojrage  wtf 
known  at  Kamtchatka,  as  a  correct  chart  of  tint 
voyage,  and  the  situation  of  Melville  Island,  had 
been  forwarded,  and  had  actually  reached  there  a 
few  days  after  Captain  Vassilieff  arrived.  Little  er 
no  doubt  can  exist  that  he  could  have  leacbed 
Melville  lalaDd; — ^^nX  ^^oss^^wkVEi  of»eii  sea  to 
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ity  and  a  current  of  three  knots  per  hour,  I 
Bason  to  know.  Unfortunately,  howeyer, 
ledition  was  not  in  a  fit;  state  to  make  the 
t  a|;ain ;  hut  what  may  he  done  hy  Captain 
lue,  time  alone  will  show ;  though  I  helieve 
ructions  are  so  limited,  that  he  is  not  to  at- 
the  passage,  hut  to  survey  the  sound  named 
im,  and  protect  the  Russian  commerce  in 
urt  of  the  world.  I  am,  however,  free  to 
bat  the  passage  by  Behring's  Straits  is  the 
Should  Captain  Kotzebue  be  determined  to 
t  the  passage  round  Icy  Cape,  he  will,  no 
find  a  place  for  wintering ;  or  he  may  win- 
he  sound  called  after,  and  TV-discoyered  hy 
r  it  has  been  known  to  the  Russians  more 
le  hundred  years.  The  winter  may  be  em- 
to  great  advantage,  as  there  are  natives  in 
nity,  with  dogs  and  rein- deer ;  and  I  should 
lat,  with  proper  caution  and  people  qualified 
task,  the  coast  as  far  as  M'Kenzie's  river 
je  surveyed  in  one  winter.  Dogs  to  assist 
Iso  be  procured  at  Kamtchatka. 
md  also  in  St  Peter  and  St  Paul's,  a  brig 
Portuguese  colours,  as  well  as  one  from  the 
ich  Islands.  The  former  brought  a  cargo 
-  from  Macao,  the  other  a  cargo  of  salt  as 
Dt  to  the  Emperor  from  the  sable  Majesty 
a  islands,  and  in  return  received  as  a  pre- 
ch  things  as  seemed  most  desirable ;  among 
some  animals,  with  a  view  of  propagating 
ed ;  though  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the 
lUon  of  bears,  which  they  also  received^ 
beneficial  or  acceptable.  The  Sandwich 
a  a  fine  American  vessel,  officered  by  three 
imen,  and  entirely  manned  by  natives.  The 
)  of  the  ezecntive  here  towards  the  SttsA* 
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wichers  was  flattering ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  singn- 
lar  that  the  first  vo)rage  undertaken  by  them  sbodd 
be  to  Kamtchatka,  almost  the  least  known  part  of 
the  world.  What  with  the  expedition,  transport!, 
and  foreigners,  this  place  had,  at  one  time,  as  many 
as  eight  vessels  in  it ; — the  largest  number  it  efer 
counted  before. 

It  may  readily  be  believed  that  I  felt  great  plea- 
sure in  meeting  with  three  Englishmen,  independ- 
ent of  three  on  board  of  the  Sandwich  vessel,  in 
such  a  distant  part  of  the  world.  One  was  the 
Kussian  consul-general  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  Peter 
Dobell,  Esq.,  formerly  a  merchant  of  Canton,  re- 
siding in  Manilla,  whither  he  had  returned  after 
escaping  the  dreadful  massacre  in  that  place.  I 
found  him,  during  the  long  stay  I  had  in  Kamt- 
chatka,  a  polite,  hospitable,  and  finished  gentle- 
man, a  sincere  friend,  and,  in  short,  a  recU  IriA' 
man.  He  had  some  few  years  ago  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  contribute  to  the  safety  of  a  Rus- 
sian frigate,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Kro- 
zenstern,  which  ship  was  upon  the  point  of  beinf 
seized  by  the  Chinese  authorities  at  Canton.  Se- 
cret intelligence  communicated  to  Mr  Dobell,  wai 
as  readily  given  to  the  captain,  and  reported  to 
the  Court  of  St  Petersburg,  when  the  Empenv 
Alexander,  ever  alive  to  reward  the  meritoriotfy 
presented  him  with  a  valuable  brilliant  ring,  uA 
gave  him  his  present  situation ;  which  last  was  the 
more  acceptable,  as  he  was  compelled  to  quit  Cta- 
ton,  and  forfeit  his  business.  A  second  was  a 
plain,  good,  honest  Bostonian,  encumbered  widi 
six  children  and  a  wife,  else  a  man  who  ought  te 
return  to  his  native  land,  where  his  circumstaaeei 
are  good  ;  I  experienced  much  civility  and  kind- 
ness from  bim.  TYi^  \aax.  vre&  «^  cockney*  who  had 
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been  esiled  from  Moscow  for  forgery;  and,  a]« 
though  he  had  been  flogged,  knouted,  &c.  was  still 
well  received  in  every  house.  I  know  not  how 
nch  things  are  managed  in  this*  conntry,  but  no 
doubt  can  exist  that  in  Siberia,  and  probably  in 
Botany  Bay,  the  convicts  are  well  received,  that 
18,  if  their  situation  in  life  was  formerly  respectable. 
For  my  own  part,  I  could  only  pity  him,  and  re- 
joice that  the  punishment  inflicted  was  so  merci- 
inl ;  had  he  been  a  Russian,  the  case  woidd  have 
been  different. 

Time  rolled  away  in  the  agreeable  society  of 
the  chief  and  his  amiable  lady,  together  with  the 
very  fine  yoimg  men  who  composed  the  officers 
belonging  to  the  expedition  and  to  the  port.  I 
felt  anxious  to  get  away  from  the  perpetual  course 
of  balls,  routs,  dinners,  and  masquerades,  which 
were  alternately  given  by  the  chiefs  of  Kamt- 
diatka  and  the  expedition,  as  well  as  by  the  offi- 
cen  of  them.  Nor  did  the  representative  of  his 
■able  majesty  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  fail  to  ho- 
Bov  all  individuals  of  rank  and  fashion  with  a 
iplendid  dejeune.  The  last  fSte  given  was  by  the 
inthor  of  this  narrative,  when  the  British  flag,  for 
the  first  time,  waved  over  the  land  of  Kamtchatka. 
However  much  the  chief  felt  inclined  to  grant  me 
the  means  of  departing,  it  was  impossible  until  the 
expedition  had  quitted  th^  bay;  only  one  post  could 
be  sent,  and  that  I  desired  to  accompany.  Two 
months  passed  in  this  manner  before  the  expedi- 
tion departed,  when  I  was  left  to  the  free  enjoy- 
nent  of  a  passion  which  was  crowned  with  the 
nward  of  marriage ; — so  much  then  for  my  tra- 
fellership.  However,  I  had  no  alternative,  and 
the  day  that  Captain  Vassilieff  left  the  harbour  of 
St  Peter  and  St  FuvtYa,  I  put  the  questioii*  M.^ 
voz>  I,  2  E 
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Biiy  phantoms,  my  bold  desires,  and  my  eccentric 
turn,  being  thus  dissipated  by  one  woman,  I  pre- 
pared to  make  a  tour  of  the  peninsula  before  I  led 
my  intended  bride  to  the  altar. 
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JDeparture  from  St  Peter  and  St  Paurs-^-Avatcha— KorakC 
...Nachiekin — Apatchinsk — Bolcheretzk — Utka  Ostrog 

f  — Koli>akofekoi«-Itchin8k — Kavaranskoi— Napanas-^ 
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Kfestova  Ostrog — Kozerofsky — Massuralv— Kirgannicic 
'-Milkova — Verchney  Kamtchatsk  —  Stchegatdiik — 
Sherom — Puschien — Gkmal — Malak—Return  to  St  Pe* 
ter  and  St  Paul's. 

All  being  prepared  for  me,  I  quitted  tbe  port 
of  St  Peter  and  St  Paurs,  accompanied  by  seven- 
teen nartes,  driven  by  the  officers  and  principal 
inhabitants,  and  for  two  miles  by  the  ladies,  one  of 
them,  at  parting,  imprinting  upon  me  a  kiss,  which 
was 

Speaking  silence,  dumb  ooofession, 
Passion^s  birth,  and  infant's  play. 

Dove-like  fondness,  chaste  concession, 

C  Ho  wing  dawn  of  brighter  day  ! 
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2  AVATCHA. 

It  was  not  long  before  1  reached  Avatcha^  whi 
I  found  all  the  officers  awaiting  me>  with  tea  a 
other  refreshments.  The  distance  we  had  comi 
eight  miles,  along  the  beach,  and  over  a  few  Hi 
hillocks  covered  with  some  stunted  birch.  Ateif 
in  the  evening  of  the  20th  November,  O.  S.  I  p 
ceeded  upon  my  jouiiiey,  with  a  C98sack  and  U 
nartes ;  not  that  such  a  number  was  necessary 
stow  away  mi^  baggage,  for  it  would  not  even 
the  portmanteau  of  Sterne's  Sentimental  Travel] 
although  my  pantaloons  were  of  leather,  while 
were  of  silk,  and  consequently  more  easy  to 
stowed  away. 

From  Avatcha  the  path  lies  along  the  riva 
its  own  name,  which  impeded  our  progress,  i 
was  otherwise  unpleasant,  as  wetting  me  a  g( 
deal.  The  scenery  was  very  dull,  and  I  was 
absorbed  in  contemplation,  that  I  could  hardly  i 
the  right  side  of  any  thing.  At  midnight  I  rea 
ed  the  ostrog  of  Koraki,  forty  miles  from  the  p 
where  are  a  few  fishing  hamlets  in  tolonble  o 
dition.  At  one  of  them  I  fell  in  with  an  old  si 
mate,  who  had  cope  in  the  saine  transport  fir 
Okotsk.  He  had  departed  from  the  port  tb 
days  before  me,  but  a  too  frequent  use  of  brai 
had  induced  the  Kamtchatdales  to  deny  him  do 
in  hopes  of  getting  a  portion  of  it. 

The  Cossack  did  not  arrive  at  the  halting  pi 
until  eight  in  the  morning,  and  then  in  such  a  st 
as  to  render  him  a  fit  companion  for  my  old  si 
mate.  By  noon,  however,  I  got  away,  and  p 
ceeded  towards  Nachiekin,  thirty  miles.  The  coi 
try  was  so  deep  in  snow,  that  it  was  midnight 
fore  we  arrived.  We  passed  numerous  half-iros 
streams,  the  dogs  suffering  a  good  deal,  and  wb 
fiver  I  walked  to  relieve  them,  I  was  sure  of  '. 
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Ting  my  feet  severely  wetted.     At  Nacliiekin  I 
had  to  combat  with  a  drunken  postilion,  bad  dogs, 
a  saucy  toion,  and  my  old  friend  too  much  annoy- 
ed me.     Patience  was  my  only  resource  for  some 
bowrs,  after  which,  on  a  beautiful  frosty  moon-light 
morning,  I  resumed  the  journey  over  a  picturesque 
and  monntamous  country,  well  wooded  and  water- 
ed.   Late  at  night  we  reached  a  small  place  called 
Apachinsk,  forty-five  miles.     Ere  we  arrived,  we 
had  to  cross  the  river  called  Bolshaya  in  a  canoe, 
the  river  not  being  frozen,  a  circumstance  at  this 
time  of  the  year  very  rarely  known.   Thirty  miles 
farther  we  reached  the  ancient  capital  of  Kamt- 
chatka,  Bolcheretzk^How  a  small  village,  containing 
foorteen  dwellings,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  in- 
liabitants,  and  about  thirty  balagans,  i,  e.  sheds  for 
dr3ring  fish.    The  path  to  it  was  over  a  flat  level 
along  the  river.     I  was  myself  the  driver  towards 
the  abode  of  my  now  father-in-law,  whose  homely 
manners,  numerous,  healthy,  smiling  children,  and 
hearty  breakfast,  made  ample  amends  for  the  fa« 
tigaes  of  the  last  two  days. 

fiolcheretzk  stands  on  the  river  of  its  Own  name, 
about  fifteen  miles  from  the  sea  of  Okotsk,  and  has 
little  to  boast  of  at  present  but  the  affectionate  re- 
membrance the  inhabitants  bear  to  the  memory  of 
Major  Behm,  so  highly  spoken  of  by  Captain  King. 
I  heard,  also,  strange  stories  of  the  celebrated  Ben- 
jofisky,  who  made  his  escape  hence  to  Canton,  ha- 
ving previously  murdered  some  people  and  foment- 
ed an  insurrection.  I  heard  nothing  in  his  favour, 
althongh  an  old  lady,  afterwards  my  aunt,  was  a 
companion  of  his.  I  found  Bolcheretzk  to  be  in- 
habited by  a  civil  people^  all  Russians ;  but  were 
it  otherwise^  it  might  be  expected  I  should  speak 
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bighly  of  it,  as  the  first  place  where  my  wife  vat 
the  light  of  day. 

I  could  not  fai]  of  being  a  welcome  gaeat  at  siidi 
a  place,  where  neither  tobacco,  tea,  nor  spirits,  hid 
been  tasted  for  the  last  three  months  by  any  iodi- 
▼idual.  Of  course,  I  left  a  small  quantity  of  each 
article  with  my  friends,  making  tbem,  as  it  were, 
roll  in  luxuries,  in  return  for  which  I  received 
several  sables  and  foxes  as  presents.  The  state  of 
the  river  was  such  as  to  prevent  my  proceeding 
upon  my  journey  in  less  than  two  days,  which  pe- 
riod I  passed  very  happily,  wandering  over  the  ex- 
tensive site  of  this  ancient  place ;  it  is  said  to  han 
formerly  contained  to  the  number  of  five  hundred 
inhabitants,  which  have  been  reduced,  partly  liy 
the  removal  of  the  seat  of  government,  and  piirtlj 
by  disease.  Ineligible  as  it  is  for  a  seat  of  gorem- 
ment,  I  considered  it  as  superior  to  St  Peter  and 
St  PaaVs ;  here  there  is  unlimited  pasture  ^nd  m 
abundance  of  wood ;  there,  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.  The  advantage  of  the  harbour  of  St  Peter 
and  St  PauUs  is,  no  doubt,  a  great  thing ;  but  the 
river  Bolshaya  is  by  no  means  inappropriate  for  the 
small  transports  from  Okotsk ;  to  say  nodiing  of 
the  greater  number  and  more  safe  voyages  whidi 
could  be  made,  compared  with  those  actually  p^ 
formed  to  the  present  capital. 

Canoes  being  provided,  I  resumed  my  journey 
in  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  and  crossing  three  branches 
of  the  river,  entered  upon  a  trackless  maze  of  snow 
six  and  eight  feet  deep ;  so  difficult  to  pass,  thtt 
it  was  three  o'clock  the  following  morning  before  I 
reached  Utka  ostrog,  having  been  twenty  houn  ia 
going  fifteen  miles.  The  route  was  along  the  set- 
coast,  having  far  to  the  right  an  elevated  range  of 
mountains.    Three  mVaei^VAe  dwellings,  in  an  ex- 
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ituatioh,  but  with  fine  meadow  lands,  and 
of  game  and  fish,  are  all  it  can  boast  of, 
lef  was  absent,  hunting,  and,  as  I  could  not 
fresh  dogs,  I  remained  six  hours  to  rest 
had  brought,  and  then  proceeded  upon  my  | 

,  reaching,  by  midnight,  Kickchick,  twenty  } 

I  place  of  equal  wretchedness  with  the  lasti  : 

e  it)  containing  but  fourteen  or  fifteen  in-  > 

tSy  most  of  whom  are  disabled  from  work  | 

uie.     With  the  same  dogs  I  reached  Ko«  | 

Mitrog,  thirty  miles  along  the  sea-coast,  up-  \ 

ih  a  tremendous  surf  was  roaring,  with  a 
lorth-west  wind.  There  are  in  the  neigh- 
id  several  fine  lakes,  which  never  freeze^  j 

duce  trout  and  salmon  peal  of  a  fine  flavour  I 

the  whole  of  the  winter.    Defer,  mountain-  { 

nd  game  of  every  description  that  is  found 
peninsula,  abound  in  the  mountains  and  fo-  '; 

id  fine  meadow  lands  everywhere  skirt  the 

uuned  to  tlike  tea  with  thd  old  toipn,  whom 
to  be  a  fiddler  and  a  scholar,  and  departed 
ofsky  ostrog,  forty  miles.  The  mountains 
iroached  nearer  to  the  sea-coast,  and  pre*- 
some  beautiful  scenery.  I  put  up  at  the 
f  a  wealthy  Russian  farmer,  and  felt  high- 
fied  in  observing  a  small  but  fat  herd  of 
This  is  considered  a  rich  spot,  boastings 
les,  of  forty  head  of  oxen ;  yet  it  contains 
le  dwellings  with  about  forty  inhabitantiH 
Dgh  to  keep  up  the  chase.  The  place  ia 
situated  on  the  Vorofskaya  river,  about 
ies  from  the  sea.  There  is  a  snug  harbour 
mouth  of  the  river,  where  the  transports 
kotsk  formerly  visited,  and  the  river  is  Bar 
to  ii)e  village,  which  retaiua  lV\e  \^!^>St%<K% 
A  2 
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of  a  stfiall  fortress.  The  meadow  lands  about  it 
are  at  once  extensive  and-loxmiant.  The  inha- 
bitants provided  me  with  frozen  fish,  a  delicacy  I 
had  so  much  enjoyed  on  the  Kolyma,  with  dooi 
and  rein-deer  meat,  as  also  with  dogs  to  retoiBe 
the  journey,  which  carried  me  to  Kolpakofskn  oi- 
trog,  thirty  miles,  along  a  dreary  sea  beach.  The 
village  contains  six  dwellings,  and  twenty  people, 
who  famished  me  with  dogs  to  Kroutogimyfi, 
thirty  miles  farther,  a  beautiful  situation  near  the 
extremity  of  the  almost  level  plain  reaching  from 
hence  to  Bolcheretzk.  The  famous  aopka,  Le, 
burning  mountain,  near  Itchinsk^  here  becmnei 
visible,  and,  although  the  country  is  so  ridi,  bo* 
a  head  of  cattle  is  to  be  met  with  from  Vorofiktyi. 
To  Itchinsk  are  thirty  miles  of  superior  countty, 
yet  so  deep  in  snow  that  we  were  obli^«d  to  take 
it  by  turns  to  go  a-head  with  snow  shoes ;  at  other 
times,  the  government  of  a  narte  was  thrown  npoi 
me,  which  I  at  first  made  but  a  bungling  hand  of. 
Itchinsk  has  twelve  dwellings ;  it  is,  consequently, 
a  considerable  place ! — there  are  also  two  priests, 
brothers,  whom  I  found  drinking  a  decoction  of 
dried  herb  instead  of  tea.  I  felt  angry  with  the 
toion,  who  had  let  slip  eight  dogs  intended  for  mey 
and  declined  entering  his  dwelling,  the  strongett 
mark  of  displeasure  which  can  be  shown  to  thew 
simple  people.  The  poor  fellow  felt  the  slight  m 
severely  as  he  saw  me  entering  another  yoorta, 
that  I  could  not  help  regretting  the  determinatioii  I 
had  made.  To  Soposhna  it  is  thirty-five  miles,  which 
I  travelled  in  company  with  the  reverend  pedlin, 
for  every  body  here  is  a  merchant.  I  made  tbeo 
happy  by  a  pound  of  tea,  a  few  pounds  of  tobacco* 
und  a  bottle  of  spirits.  The  road  was  very  Baiet 
and  the  weatViet  Wd  toxxO^  \\\w«^aftAL  vbl  cold ;  « 
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*,  that  the  thermometer  stood  at  25^,  which 
irer  before  seen  in  Kamtchatka  abore  18®. 
to  Morososhna,  thirty  miles  of  a  good  road, 
b-named  Tillage  may  be  termed  large,  con  • 
eighteen  dwellings  and  a  hundred  inhabi- 
.  the  enjoyment  of  many  luxuries,  yet  with- 
le.  Thence  the  road  lay  along  the  foot  of 
intains,  the  scenery  of  which  gives  a  relief 
ye,  as  it  is,  in  general,  uninteresting  all  the 
)m  Bolcheretzk,  except  at  a  few  places, 
be  road  to  Belagolofek  ostrog,  thirty-five 
got  twice  upset  into  the  river,  without  the 
>f  drying  or  changing  my  clothes,  and  suf- 
uch,  in  consequence,  in  my  feet.  I  had  a 
w  of  the  magnificent  Itchinskaya  sopka,  or 
ID,  which  continued  visible  until  I  reached 
Eova,  forty  miles,  the  road  to  which  is  in 
good,  though  there  are  some  parts  dan- 
m  the  night-time.  The  ice,  from  the  rapidity 
urrent,  ^equently  sunk  under  us ;  but,  from 
ocity  of  movement,  no  accident  happened, 
nidnight  I  continued  on  for  Kovranskoy 
twenty-two  miles.  There  is  a  law  in  Kamt- 
obliging  the  toions  to  have  a  path  made 
twenty-four  hours  after  every  snow  storm, 
ief  had  failed  in  his  duty  in  this  particular, 
isequently  was  obliged  to  go  before  upon 
w  shoes ;  and  such  was  his  diligence,  from 
reprehension,  that  he  not  only  arrived  be- 
I,  but  arrived  in  five  hours,  a  very  short  time 
mplish  such  a  journey  upon  snow  shoes.  I 
t  the  most  miserable  place  I  had  seen  for  a 
sriod,  reminding  me  of  Zashiversk  in  nor* 
Liberia.  The  brows  of  the  hills  are  covered 
nish-wood,  with  little  other  appearance  of 
From  hence  to  Uskolofskoy  o%\xo\^%t«^ 
've  tnJIea,  which  1  was  obWged  Xo  S^  V'^ 
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walking  and  alternately  driving  a  iiarte»  and  can 
not  say  which  of  the  two  is  the  most  fatigniiig 
The  diseases  prevalent  in  the  place  prevented  •!• 
most  any  assistance  heing  rendered  us.  Then 
are  no  cattle,  yet  fine  meadow  lands,  Fiak  and 
game  are  abmidant.  At  this  place  I  met  unth  an- 
other old  shipmate,  in  the  person  of  the  bnmdy 
contractor,  who  accompai^ed  me  to  the  next  st^ 
tion,  Napanas,  a  village  with  six  dwellings  and 
forty  people.  The  road  leading  to  it  is  considered 
dangerous,  owing  to  a  large  toondroi  or  swampy 
desert,  which  must  he  crossed  i  the  distance  is  forty 
miles.  We  passed  the  desert  in  a  slight  fall  of 
snow,  which  had  not  heen  sufficient  to  obliterate 
the  marks  of  the  track,  else  we  must  have  been 
compelled  to  halt  whenever  the  snow  overtook  vs. 
I  did  not  arrive  until  two  o'clock  in  the  moming, 
having  been  previously  hurled  dovm  a  snowy  de- 
clivity of  one  hundred  feet  in  depth :  at  the  bottom 
of  which,  I,  guide,  dogs,  and  narte,  all  lay  huddled 
together ;  however  vexed  I  felt  inclined  to  be,  I 
could  not  help  laughing.  The  guide  could  hardly 
have  intended  a  performance  of  the  kind,  which 
might  have  caused  serious  consequences.  It  is 
true,  he  was  a  little  in  liquor,  but  that  was  my  faalt 
rather  than  his. 

The  velocity  and  facility  with  which  we  had  de- 
scended the  declivity,  was  more  than  equalled  by 
the  difficulty  we  had  in  ascending  from  it.   To  drag 
me  and  the  nai*te  from  the  abyss,  required  all  the 
dogs  of  the  other  vehicles,  as  well  as  the  help  of  all 
the  drivers,  yet  we  succeeded  at  length ;  when,  up* 
on  replacing  the  baggage,  my  pocket-book^  con- 
taining  passports  and  other  papers  relative  to  my 
journey,  was  missing ;  this,  though  perhaps  an  ima- 
ginary  evil,  won\d\ivrft\>^«^^K^«t^V^  felt  by  me. 
For  a  long  time  we  aftax^^^'vsvTOSi^VQKiiiMI.^^ 
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r,  and,  at  last,  I  gave  it  up  for  lost.  Snch 
)Ter  did,  nor  probably  ever  wiU^  happen  to 
T  person^  as  the  papers  which  formed  its 
are  not  likely  to  be  again  granted.  The 
ie  was  the  picture  of  despair,  and  vowed  to 
ice  if  he  could  only  recover  them,  which  at 
iffected  through  the  exertions  of  the  brandy 
^e  arrived  thence  all  well,  and  fared  heartily, 
contains  eight  dwellings  and  an  excellent 
ho  induced  the  people  under  his  command 
me  the  national  dance.  The  poor  fellows 
'  obliged  me,  showing  the  improvements 
re  made  upon  the  practice  of  bears,  or 
erhaps,  on  that  of  goats.  The  dance  con- 
a  variety  of  distortions  of  features  and 
,  doubtless,  derived  from  the  ridiculous  and 
customs  of  their  ancestors.  The  dance  of 
lacks  is  equally  bad,  if  not  worse ;  yet  I  Ui 

D  it  often  practised,  at  Yakutsk^  by  females  ^ 

aid  have  known  better.  The  woman,  who 
rinoipal  performer,  commences  the  dance  ^ 

smdkerchief  extended  by  the  hands,  some-  \ 

)  our  own  shawl  dances ;  now  used  to  hide 
from  one,  then  from  another,  but  always 
object  of  singling  out  him  whom  she  most 
a  a  partner.  In  a  most  unbecoming  pos- 
approaches  the  favourite  from  the  centre 
lom ;  now  dropping  her  head,  with  a  pen- 
alternately  upon  each  breast  or  shoulder, 
r  hands  are  employed  in  committing  ont- 
oa  decorum.  1  he  man,  having  taken  hold 
andkerchief,  joins  the  dance ;  the  woman 
ictantly  affecting  to  quit,  appears  again  as 
to  rejoin  him ;  this  sort  of  antic  motion  is 
d,  till,  at  length,  the  woman  sinks,  as  from 
upon  her  knees,  and  in  the  act  of  i«S\\{N%> 
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is  dexterously  recovered  by  the  loan ;  and  thai  the 
dance  closes.  The  agility  and  imitatiye  powcn 
of  these  wild  Asiatics  are  really  snrprising ;  audi 
make  no  doubt,  that,  were  they  to  have  an  oppo^ 
tunity  of  seeing  the  modem  improvement  in  the 
art  of  dancing,  as  exhibited  now-a-days  in  variow 
public  theatres,  they  would  be  found  capable  of 
imitating,  not  only  bears  and  ffoais^  bat  geese  abo. 
From  Napanas  I  proceed^  down  the  river  of 
its  own  name  to  its  junction  with  the  Tygilik; 
having  previously  sent  the  Cossack,  with  the  post 
and  my  baggage,  straight  on  to  the  fortrees.  I 
reached  the  haven,  where  the  brig  Paul  was  kid 
up  in  the  ice,  with  her  lower  rigging  over  the  mast- 
head, I  suppose  to  become  frost-bitten.  She  bo- 
longs  to  the  government^  and  makes  one  voi^ 
annually  to  Okotsky  with  bread,  stores,  &c. ;  cairy- 
ing  back  the  furs  which  have  been  collected.  A 
brig,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  is  thus  kepi 
in  commission  to  carry  bread,  for  a  few  people,  a 
distance  of  three  hundred  miles.  Its 'Commander, 
officers,  and  about  twenty-five  people,  paid  and 
fed  the  whole  year  I  I  never  knew  a  more  shame- 
ful instance  of  inconsiderateness^  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  in  any  place,  in  any  country.  This  brig, 
on  an  average,  is  not  more  than  fifteen  days  at  sea 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  ought,  if  proper  ex- 
ertions were  made,  and  proper  encouragement 
given,  to  supply  Idgiga,  Tygil,  and  Yamsk  with 
provisions ;  instead  of  which,  each  of  these  placei 
keeps  a  similar  vessel.  Tolerably  good  barracks 
and  store-houses  have  been  built  by  the  steersmant 
or  commander,  who  has  charge  of  the  brig.  The 
distance  of  the  haven  to  the  sea  is  ten  miles,  and 
below  the  fortress  twenty ;  which  last  place  I  reached 
in  time  to  diuQ  wixU  via  commandant,  a  lieutenait 


TYGIL.  1 1 

nperial  navy,  a  yotmg  man,  who  bad  held 
ition  near  five  years,  but  who  will  now 
Teave  it,  that  being  the  period  allotted  for 
nnation  in  service. 

stands  on  the  river  of  its  own  name^  al 
lies  from  the  sea.  The  country  round  it 
ewhat  of  the  picturesque  during  the  sum- 
it  its  situation  in  winter  is  exposed  and 

A  range  of  mountains,  from  the  N.E.  to 
,  defend  it,  in  some  degree,  from  the  cold- 
s ;  yet  it  is,  on  the  whole,  but  a  poor  place. 
«,  at  present,  twenty-seven  dwellings,  and 
dred  and  fifty  inhabitants,  and  it  is  deno« 
a  fortress ;  formerly,  it  may  actually  have 
),  but,  at  present,  will  be  best  appreciated 
strength,  by  a  reference  to  Greorge's  Trap 
Siberia ;  who,  speaking  of  fortresses  or  08« 
e  latter  word  comprehending  Siberian  for« 
Bays,  **  It  would  be  dangerous  to  attempt 
;  them,  for  whoever  wanted  to  mount  the 
and  only  bulwark,  a  wooden  paling,  would  j 

>bably  come  to  the  ground  with  the  whole 
3  about  him."  Such,  I  am  certain,  is  the 
state  of  Tygil :  and  which,  with  its  half 
oflsacks,  can  only  be  held  tit  terrorem  over  2 

hbouring  Koriaks :  the  Kamtchatdales  are  f 

leople  numerically  or  physically  strong  { 

jo  create  a  disturlmnce.  |^ 

nhabitants  of  Tygil  are  all  Russians ;  they  \ 

late  got  the  vhjUIs  of  a  church  as  well  as  ef 
tal  erected ;  when  they  are  to  be  covered 
w  not,  though  shortly,  I  hope,  for  they  are 
anted.  The  ravages  of  a  certain  disease, 
>lace,  are  indeed  dreadful,  and,  I  should 
ight  to  call  forth  the  attention  of  the  go- 
it^  so  far  as  to  induce  them  to  expoTt  dc^« 
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tors  to,  and  import  priests  from,  Kamtchatka.  I  j 
mean  no  disrespect  to  those  reverend  gentlemcoi 
but  jnst  to  hint,  as  my  opinion,  that,  inaribBid  of  tk 
soul  only,  it  would  be  better  to  take  care  of  the 
aoul  and  body  at  the  same  time.  The  ayerage  nimw 
ber  of  people  annually  admitted  to  the  bo^Htil 
books,  is  three  hundred  and  fifty,  nearly  twice  iti 
whole  population,  who  are  chiefly  employed  in  fish- 
ing and  trading  with  the  ueighbounng  Koriakt  or 
Kamtchatdales.  The  place  also  serves  to  keep  up 
the  winter  communication  with  Okotak.  For  tk 
Koriaks  will  not  furnish  rein-deer  or  dogs  to  cany 
the  post,  unless  they  are  remunerated  by  a  preseat 
of  tobacco,  spirits,  &c. 

From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  Koriaksj  both  ii 
Tygil,  and  in  their  encampments  to  the  sonthwardi 
I  have  no  double,  pf  their  being  of  the  same  tribe  n 
the  Tchnktchi ;  they  have  the  bame  features,  nna- 
ners,  and  customs,  and  the  same  language--thi 
same  love  of  independence,  and  are,  in  truth,  letf 
scrupulous  of  giving  offence  to  the  Russians  thii 
their  northern  neighbours,  for  they  frequently  breik 
out  in  hostility  with  the  inhabitants  of  Tygil,  u- 
less  a  supply  of  spirits  and  tobacco  is  sent  to  tbeflh 
for  which,  however,  they  barter  rein-deer  and  fiii*> 

The  climate  of  Tygil  is  cold ;  already  bad  tlic 
thermometer  passed  28^  of  Reaumur.  The  Coi« 
sacks,  however,  contrive  to  raise  a  few  v^;etablMi 
as  potatoes,  cabbages,  turnips,  and  radishes ;  bot 
the  two  former  never  arrive  at  complete  maturityi 
the  one  being  waxy,  and  the  other  without  a  beti 
The  famous  antiscorbutic,  cheremsha,  or  wild  gtf^ 
lick,  abounds  ;  as  does  a  small  but  delicious  roo^ 
in  flavour  somewhat  resembling  a  sweet  potatii^ 
called,  in  the  language  of  the  country,  kimtrW^ 
There  is  also  an  sbiaxidasiCA  of  wild  berries  in  A* 
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nllood  of  Tygil,  yet  their  chief  support  is 
nhi-deer,  of  both  which  I  partook  at  the 
le  table  of  the  commander  of  the  fortress, 
szjniatioii  of  four  days  I  departed,  having 
d  so  long  to  recover  my  feet^  which  had 
rerely  frost-bitten  from  wet. 
I  accompanied  by  the  commander  of  the 
t  lying  in  the  haven  :  he  was  what  is  term- 
)d»  though  a  droll,  fellow ;  and  I  was  gra- 
ith  his  society.  Our  route  lay  at  first  up 
il,  which,  from  its  source  to  near  the  town, 
oiogh  an  interesting  country.  At  midnight 
bed  Sedanka,  a  small  village,  containing 
lings.  From  thence  to  Bolcheretzk  is  calU 
Fygil  coast,  which,  generally  speaking,  is 
flat,  the  sea*coast*being  from  thuty  to  forty 
vaa  the  mountains.  The  villages  through 
had  come,  were  all  of  them  upon  the  hanks 
small  streams,  which,  in  most  cases,  rise 
nountains ;  but  sometimes  they  emanate 
)  lakes^  which  are  numerous.  The  rivers 
apprehend  to  be  more  than  the  melting  of 
td  rain  which  descend  from  the  eternally 
Bd  peaks.  The  quantity  of  homed  cattle 
e  coast  is  so  small  as  not  to  merit  notice^ 
1  the  pastures  are  extensive,  and  fertile 
to  feed  millions. 

edanka  we  procured  dogs  to  enable  us  to 
e  mountains  to  the  next  station,  a  distance 
inndred  miles.  Early  in  the  morning  we 
be  camp  of  the  Koriaks,  and  continued  our 
ing  the  Sedanka  river  for  forty  miles,  when 
bed  the  Rasoshna.  We  encamped  for  the 
the  snow,  placing  ourselves  between  the 
d  the  fire ;  we  passed,  on  the  whole,  a  plea- 
^t,  altbovgb  my  feet  were  9till  va  ?k  \m^ 
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ntate,  owing  probably  to  tbeir  late  want  of  pedei* 
trian  exercise.    The  following  day  we  croand  m* 
nierons  elsFated  lakes,  and  then  over  monntiBi 
and  a  well-wooded  country.-    On  dor  way  W8  til 
in  with  a  caravan  of  eleven  nartes,  from  the  town 
of  Cliutchie,  bonnd  to  Tjrgil.   We  continved  imd 
we  reached  an  elevated  desert  of  ten  miles  kng, 
which  we  crossed  in  a  continual  storm  of  wind  ad 
snow,  called  in  this  country  purga  ;  we  halted  ii 
a  miserable  place,  having  come  about  thirty  miln 
I  can  hardly  imagine  how  the  poor  dogs  fooad 
their  way,  or  how  they  managed  to  drag  us  alcflgi 
There  are  times  when  these  purgas  are  aotremeB* 
dous,  that  mountains  of  snow  are  levelled,  immaM 
valleys  filled,  whirlpools^formed  of  snow  not  only 
stopping  the  farther  progress  of  the  traveller,  M 
absolutely  burying  him  and  his  dogs  :  nothing  cii 
exceed  the  devastation,  or  be  compared  to  it,  bol 
the  effects  of  the  wind  on  sandy  deserts  or  moDfti 
tains.     I  have  known  instances  of  people  detatnsd 
for  twenty  and  thirty  days  in  this  tremendons  ptH* 
and  it  is  seldom  that  it  is  crossed  without  a  gil& 
And  yet  all  this  difficulty  and  danger  might  be  ob* 
viated,  simply  by  the  erection  of  crosses  or  monntiii 
as  in  the  northern  parts  of  Siberia,  where  I  haw 
seen  in  the  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  miles,  annaD 
mound  of  earth,  with  a  white  and  black  chequend 
cross,  placed  at  every  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards. 
The  night  was  exceedingly  cold,  and  the  soow 
and  wind  prevented  our  even  enjoying  the  lamy 
of  a  cup  of  tea,  for  no  fire  could  be  Ughted.   CitM- 
ing  a  second  toundra,  desert,  of  seven  miles  widf^ 
with  infinite  labour  to  the  dogs  as  well  as  onr^ 
selves,  we  entered  upon  a  most  magnificent  coidh 
try.     Lofty,  straight,  and  stotit  firs  lined  the  right 
"  the  valley,  while  the  dwarfish  lard,  and  slcK 
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Sliced  with  birch,  stood  upon  the  left  in  all  their 
bandied  and  crooked  shapes.  The  contrast  was 
extremely  pleasing,  as  we  glided  along  the  milky 
Talleya  at  a  rapid  rate.  Immediately  upon  clear- 
ing the  desert,  the  snow  and  wind  ceased,  and 
'vre  hailed  the  return  of  fine  cold  weather.  Not 
long  after,  we  overtook  a  caravan  of  nartcs  in  great 
diBtreaSy.  having  been  detained  ten  days  in  the 
iftoqntains  bv  the  weather.  The  dogs  had  been 
without  food  for  three  days,  and  were,  from  fa- 
tigde»  evidently  in  the  last  stage.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  evening  we  reached  the  Yelof ka  river, 
which  unites  not  far  hence  with  the  Kamtchatka, 
running  in  a  picturesque  manner  through  the  coun- 
try. At  seven  we  reached  the  ostrog  of  Yelofka, 
fortunate  io  having  crossed  the  mountains  so  safely. 
.  Yelofka  is  a  pleasant  village  of  eight  dwellings 
and  forty-six  people;  the  country  round  it  is  ele- 
vated and  well  wooded.  We  remained  only  a  few 
houra  to  refresh  ourselves,  and  then  continued  the 
journey  along  the  river  of  its  own  name,  the  banks 
of  which  afford  some  beautiful  scenery  for  abont 
fifteen  miles.  We  then  came  to  a  desert,  which 
we  crossed  in  a  purga,  fortunately  not  very  heavy. 
At  forty  miles  we  reached  the  village  of  Khart- 
chinay  of  five  dwellings  and  thirty  inhabitants.  I 
was  welcomed  to  it  by  a  respectable-looking  old 
man,  a  priest,  son  to  the  highly  eulogized  priest  of 
Ptoitounka.  The  son  perfectly  well  remembered 
Captains  Cook  and  Clerk ;  he  having  been,  at  that 
time,  a  young  man,  living  with  his  father  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Paratounka.  Several  uninteresting  anec- 
dotes were  related  of  them,  as  also  of  Perouse,  in 
their  rambles,  of  shooting  or  chasing  tlie  wild  ani- 
mals. I  had  at  Yakutsk  been  recalled  to  the  re- 
membrance of  Captaia  Cook,  by  a  avlvex  w^Xk^Dl^ 
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which  now  helongs  to  Captain  Minitaky,  of  tk 
Russian  navy,  and  wfaich^  I  think,  is  ^K^en  of 
somewhere^  as  having  heen  given  away  hy  tlnl 
great  navigator,  to  some  individoal  merchant.  He 
probably  disposed  of  it^  and  thus  at  Uist  it  hasfiJlei 
into  the  hands  of  the  present  holder,  who,  thoogb 
I  feel  assured  he  appreciates  it  highly,  yet  warid 
not  retain  it,  should  relations,  or  others  more  mv- 
ly  concerned,  express  a  desire  to  he  possesMd  of 
so  valuable  a  memorial. 

From  Khartchina  the  route  lies  over  a  laige  laki^ 
and  ihence  over  a  fine  open  country,  abounding 
with  some  of  the  finest  fir-trees  I  have  ever  seeB, 
reaching  to  the  height  of  sixty  and  eighty  feet.  At 
twenty  miles  we  reached  the  ostrog  of  Kamennoyi 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  Kamtchatka,  and,  cfain' 
giDg  dogs,  proceeded  twelve  miles  farther  to  Kt* 
makie,  over  numerous  lakes  near  the  river.  The 
country  here  abounds  with  red  foxes,  and  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  picturesque  parts  of  the  pe- 
n insula.  The  beautiful  view  of  the  sopka,  or  p^k, 
of  Cliutchie,  was  hid  in  the  clouds.  I  moved  on 
towards  Nishney  Kamtchatsk,  also  an  ancient  capU 
tal  in  the  peninsula,  a  far  more  eligible  place  titttt 
the  present  site.  The  weather  had  now  become 
very  mild^  no  less  than  3^  of  heat  of  Reaumur. 
We  made  good  about  seven  miles  of  our  journey^ 
through  very  deep  snow,  by  the  ensuing  morning* 
For  three  hours  we  did  not  move  forward  more 
than  one  mile.  A  heavy  fall  of  snow  had  taken 
place,  and  it  was  found  impossible  to  proceed,  ow« 
ing  to  the  extraordinary  heat  of  the  weather.  No 
track  or  scent  offered  to  the  dogs,  otherwise  I  would 
have  persisted  in  the  prosecution  of  my  joumeVt 
The  drivers,  however,  with  snow  shoes,  actual^ 
sunk  eighteen  mc\ie^  (i^e^^  \w^^  ^^^^oivr^  and  I 
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re  compelled  to  return.  We  soon  regained 
rog  we  bad  left,  and  there  we  passed  the 
ritnessing  such  a  scene  of  riot  and  drunken- 
ia  quite  beyond  my  pen  to  describe.  Had 
een  for  the  previous  knowledge  of  the  cha- 
f  the  Kamtchatdales  which  I  entertained, 
inoffensive  although  boisterous  conduct,  I 
iiaye  feared  some  unhappy  result.  My  coni- 
had  parted  with  a  few  bottles  of  spirits  un- 
ited, which,  when  they  had  operated,  indu- 
I  again  to  launch  out  adulterated  spirits,  re- 
of  course,  a  sable  for  each  boltle«  I  was 
hly  convinced,  from  this  circumstance,  that 
latka  should  not  be  supplied  with  spirits. 
\  mortified  at  not  visiting  the  town  of  Nish- 
mtchatsk,  and  its  port ;  but  may  say  that 
ler  contains  twenty-two  dwellings  and  one 
I  and  fifty  inhabitants,  and  the  latter  an 
»le  port,  but  much  feared  for  want  of  be- 
aented.  Formerly,  when  the  seat  of  go- 
at was  held  there,  vessels  annually  went  to 
r  and  St  Paul's  for  provisions ;  but  this  is 
longer  the  case;  Timber  abounds  in  such 
es,  and  of  such  a  quality,  as  should  induce 
3mroent  to  fell  and  to  export  it  to  the  pre- 
dtal,  where  it  is  much  wanted.  I  reached 
ie  at  midnight,  having  come  over  a  few 
d  a  half-frozen  river.  Cliutchie  is  a  Russian 
9'  village,  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty 
nts.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  upon  the  right 
the  Kamtcbatka,  at  the  foot  of  the  eastern 
tion  of  tlie  lofty  peak,  which  is  not  far  from 
is  peak  is  said  to  be  the  most  elevated  in 
linsula,  being  about  fifteen  thousand  feet 
be  level  of  the  sea.  It  has  frequently  %m\\.- 
eBf  lava,  and  dual ;  but  its  Bummil  yi^i^^X> 
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visible  daring  my  stay  in  this  respectable  village  of 
Christians.  After  the  grand  eruption  wbidi  I  hid 
witnessed  in  the  island  of  St  Vincent's,  in  1812, 1 
could  feel  no  regret  at  not  being  able  to  see  one  in 
Kamtchatka.  It  is  true  that  little  or  no  mischief 
arises  from  the  volcanoes  of  this  penin8nla»  and 
they  may  therefore  be  more  innocently  and  placidly 
seen  and  contemplated. 

The  amount  of  tribute  paid  by  the  peasanti  is 
about  teil  shillings — formerly  it  was  twenty,  be- 
ing reduced  one  half  at  the  time  the  Kamtchaftdale 
yasack  was  reduced  from  two  to  one  sable.   The 
country  is  in  every  respect  most  luxuriant  and 
beautiful ;  and  were  there  a  sufficiency  of  inhabit 
tants,  as  well  as  of  homed  cattle,  it  would  no  doubt 
make  one  of  the  most  desirable  abodes  in  the  world : 
certainly  an  abode  I  should  rejoice  to  have  withia 
my  reach,  although  separated  from  fortune,  fiuBily> 
friends,  and  luxuries, — nay,  almost  denied  the  com- 
forts of  life :  to  a  contemplative  mind  I  have  al- 
ways deemed  the  necessaries  of  life  quite  sufficient, 
and  these  are  eminently  abundant  in  Kamtchatka* 
Wood  of  the  first  growth,  fish  in  most  abundant 
quantity,  game  of  the  finest  flavour,  and  of  various 
species ;  pastures  inconsumable ;  a  chase  which 
yields  foxes,  sables,  river-otters,  bears,  wolves,  &c 
of  the  finest  specimens, — are  what  Cliutchie  has 
to  boast.    Vegetables  are  raised  with  greater  faci- 
lity than  in  any  other  part  of  the  peninsula.  Wild 
berries  are  very  abundant,  and  some  little  rye  flonr 
is  produced,  though  not  of  so  ripe  a  quality  as  to 
be  of  mnch  use.     Such  are,  in  short,  the  claims  of 
Cliutchie,  that  it  should  undoubtedly  be  made  the 
capital  of  the  peninsula ;  and  I  am  only  astonished 
it  is  not  so,  considering  how  well  its  central  situa- 
tion ia  adapted  foT  \)a»X  \iw^Q%ft*    K\«»5l^!dbiwIi 
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itely  been  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  in- 
ints,  who  are  in  general  disliked  by  the  chiefs 
fficersy  owing  to'  their  resisting  the  payment 
cii?idnal  yasack,  or  presents.  This  is  sorely 
hancement  of  their  character, 
[uitted  the  village  of  Cliutchie,  perfectly  sa* 
1  with  the  character  and  conduct  of  its  inha- 
la.  They  preserve  a  great  tenaciousness  of 
ri^tSy  and  detestation  of  the  injustice  shown 
r  advantage  taken  of,  their  neighbours,  the 
amines.  To  prove  this  assertion,  I  need  but 
ion  that,  witn  these  Cliutchie  peasants,  I  was 
*d  to  pay  in  money  for  the  hu*e  of  the  dogs 
1  drew  me ;  a  circumstance  which  had  hap- 
I  to  me  nowhere  else,  and  therefore  carries 
lost  undoubted  proof  of  exactions,  extortions, 
melty,  exercised  upon  the  most  innocent  and 
nsive  people  in  the  world.  My  route  lay  from 
chie  at  first  over  some  small  lakes,  and  then 
the  banks  of  the  Kamtchatka,  which  at  this 
d  of  the  year,  14th  December,  O.S.,  is  but 
hozen.  At  twenty- five  miles  I  reached  the 
^  called  Krestova,  having  three  yourtes  and 
ty-four  inhabitants,  nearly  all  of  whom  are 
cied  by  disease.  I  continued  on  with  the  same 
to  Oushkielova,  thirty  miles  further,  having 
habitations  and  twenty  individuals,  most  of 
a  also  are  debilitated ;  indeed,  it  is  extraordi* 
what  havoc  the  introduction  of  the  smallpox, 
mother  distemper,  made  at  the  ostrogs  on  the 
s  of  the  Kamtchatka.  Remarkably  fine  and 
isive  meadow  lands  attended  the  traveller  all 
¥ay  from  Cliutchie  to  Kozerofsky,  as  well  as 
»  forests  of  timber;  and  there  are  seasons 
i  cattle  might  maintain  themselves  ducvn^  l3ii^ 
9  of  the  winter,  the  anow  being  then  o(  no  gre^V 
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depth ;  yet  there  are  but  few  heads  of  these  ne- 
cessary  animals.  The  scenery  to  ihe  southwird, 
along  the  banks  of  the  rivery  is  also  of  the  mon 
picturesque  and  sublime  appearance.  The  mtg- 
nificent  peak,  soaring  to  the  clouds,  has  a  fine  (^ 
feet  when  viewed  from  the  bed  of  ihe  riven 

Kozerofsky,  forty  miles  beyond  Ooshkielova, 
contains  five  dwellings  and  thirty-six  people,  and 
is  pleasantly  situated.  I  continued  along  tne  met 
Kamtchatka  for  twelve  miles,  and  then  along  that 
of  the  Tolbatchinsk,  to  an  ostrog  of  the  same  name, 
for  thirty  miles  more.  The  latter  part  of  the  jour- 
ney was  through  a  crowded  forest,  and  a  thick  fog, 
which  occasioned  me  some  serious  blows,  as  the 
dogs  made  their  rapid  progress,  now  and  then  start* 
ing  at  the  scent  of  a  fox  or  sable.  Tolbatchuuk 
is  a  pretty  little  village  with  thirty  inhabitants,  and 
appears  to  be  on  the  improvement ;  the  establish* 
ment  is  a  new  one,  and  almost  secluded  from  the 
world.  Stchappinat  was  the  next  village  I  came 
to.  It  is  upon  the  Kamtchatka,  at  a  deep  and  nar- 
row part  of  the  river,  which  was  not  yet  frozen 
enough  to  bear  the  uartes.  I  crossed  two  other 
small  rivers  by  bridges  for  that  reason.  The  sce- 
nery was  very  beautiful ;  a  lofty  range  of  moun^ 
tains  lay  to  the  east,  with  a  good  deal  of  fine  tim-^ 
her,  while  the  flat  country  is  one  fine  unintermpt- 
ed  meadow,  without  a  single  cow  to  feed  upon  it- 
Stchappinat  has  seven  dwellings  and  fifty-two  in- 
habitants, and,  it  is  said,  the  finest  fish  in  the  pe- 
ninsula, though  but  few  are  actually  procured  from 
it.  They  are  considered  so  delicious,  that  the  in- 
habitants send  them  to  the  seat  of  government  ai 
presents  to  the  chiefs  and  officers.  The  canses  of 
their  comparative  «cdxe\V]  ^«  \\^\Ahl^  the  depdi 
and  rapidity  of  the  T\vet>  ^  'v^  %»  w^  ^Raafi^^ss^ 
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lets  ;  for  unless  the  riirer  be  actually  swanil-» 
h  fish,  it  is  seldom  that  the  inhabitants  can 
\  themselTes  vnth  a  sufficient  supply,  so  little* 
)f  instructed  in  those  arts  which  alone  can 
t  their  preservation, 

IMassura  are  forty  miles  of  a  well- wooded 
jr,  and  fine  meadows  upon  the  banks  of  the 
I  almost  flew  the  distance,  being  scarcely 
irs  in  performing  it.  There  are  ten  dwell- 
id  sixty  people,  civil  and  hospitable  to  a  pro* 
B  considerable  quantity  of  cattle  are  in  the 
ourhood,  feeding  on  a  rich  pasture,  which 

0  Kirgannick,  twenty- five  miles  further^ 

1  got  sight  of  the  magnificent  mountain  sce- 
pverhanging  Yerchney  Kamtchatsk.  One 
fpeak)  is  especially  remarkable.  M ilkova^ 
iian  peasant  village,  ten  miles  distant,  con- 
'  fifteen  houses,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
ants,  received  mc  next;  a  neat  place,  abound- 
cattle,  if  thirty  or  forty  of  them  may  consti- 
I  abundance*  There  are,  however,  no  ani- 
r  the  chase.  A  handsome  church  has  of  late 
irected  under  the  auspices  of  Captain  Go- 
heff,  the  second  in  command  of  the  penin- 
vhom  I  found  expecting  my  arrival,  with 
friendship  and  preparation  of  comfort  which 
^tka  may  be  said  to  boast,  viz.  a  cup  of 
g^lass  of  punch,  and  a  pipe  of  tobacco.  Ha- 
"eceived  these,  I  continued  for  Verchney 
shatsk,  also  a  peasant  village ;  but  was  ob- 
x>  return,  owing  to  the  inefficiency  of  the 
dthough  distant  only  eight  miles.  I  at  length 
d  it  much  fatigued,  having  come  through  a 
place  called  Stchegatchik,  where  some  Cos- 
ire  stationed  to  take  care  of  a  few  he%.d«  ^^ 
I  cattle^  and  four  or  five  horses,  i2vVi\€\i  Xy^' 
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long  to  the  government.  The  sitaatioii  is  bcaotU 
ful,  on  a  branch  of  the  Kamtchatka,  which  makes 
a  semicircular  indentation  into  the  Itod,  jdst  ojppo*' 
site  to  Verchney  Kamtchatsk,  forming  an  ishmd  op- 
posite to  the  junction  of  the  Gatcbick  and  Milkova. 
I  procured  fresh  dogs  at  Verchney,  a  place  on 
the  decline,  and  proceeded  toveards  Cherom,  twenty 
miles,  situated  in  one  of  the  most  romantic  and 
enchantbg  valleys  in  the  peninsula*  I  there  mel 
with  the  ispravnick  and  eighteen  narfceeiy  engfl^ 
for  the  collection  of  the  yasacks,  public  and  private^ 
as  well  as  for  trade.  I  felt  gratified  to  meet  them, 
as  I  received  good  news  of  my  affiurs  at  the  seat  of 
government ;  and  learnt  also  that  there  was  a  road 
before  me  to  cross  the  desert,  lying  towards  Mal< 
ka.  The  ispravnick  had  been  detained'  fourteei 
days  in  a  storm,  and  he  and  all  the  party,  men  and 
dogs,  were  nearly  perishing  of  hanger,  having  par- 
taken of  nothing  but  youkola  (dried  fish)  for  fire 
days.  Having  exchanged  dogs  with  another  narte, 
I  continued  on  for  Poustchin,  twenty  miles,  and 
arrived  before  noon.  The  toion  and  I  had  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  which  I  shall  ever  r^ret,  as  it 
arose  from  my  ignorance  of  the  proper  character 
of  the  Kamtchatdales.  The  poor  man  had  heard 
of  my  coming,  and  had  actually  provided  a  good 
dinner  for  me,  which  I  did  not  partake  of,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  not  inviting  me.  Another  poor 
man  actually  did  invite  me,  and  I  entered  his  more 
humble  dwelling.  The  toion  was  much  surprised, 
and  more  vexed,  at  this  slight,  which  tended  to 
lower  him  in  the  opinion  of  his  subjects.  The  ftd 
proved  to  be,  that  the  toion  is  really  one  of  the 
oldest  Kamtchatdales,  and  was  only  Gompljring 
with  the  ancient  custom  of  the  country,  whicli  is 
not  to  invite  a  stTanget\\iXo\i\%^^^YGk^^co1unde^ 
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ingtlmt  finch  stranger  has  the  right  not  only  to  take 
it,  but  even  to  eject  its  owners.  I  left  him  with 
great  regret  that  I  conld  not  stay  another  day  to 
make  him  amends ;  I  did,  nowever,  all  I  could, 
with  this  view. 

Ganal,  forty-fi^e  miles  from  Poustchin,  a  ro- 
mantic country,  we  passed  in  high  glee  at  the  near 
prospect  of  finishing  my  journey.  The  elevated 
ranges  of  mountains  which  form  the  Ganal  Valley 
)mve  all  flat  summits.  To  the  ralley  succeeds  a 
level  plain,  very  subject  to  storms  and  heavy  falls 
of  snow.  I  reached  the  place  at  nine  in  the  even- 
ing. The  inhabitants,  amounting  to  thirty-two, 
live  in  four  yourtes,  and  are  all  afflicted  with  the 
disease  so  common  to  the  peninsida ;  and  the  con«> 
tagion  and  want  of  medicine  have  been  so  great, 
that  even  the  children  are  equally  afflicted,  and 
the  complaint  of  scrofula  is  become  hereditary.  In 
this  part  of  the  peninsula  the  chase  is  scarce^  and 
the  inhabitcnta  mostly  subsist  upon  fish ;  a  few 
mountain-sheep,  and  wild  rein-de^,  being  the  only 
meat  they  taste  from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the 
other.  The  situation  is  fine,  and  highly  produc* 
tiye  in  fish ;  but  at  this  moment  there  is  not  a  suf- 
ficiency of  people  to  transact  the  ordinary  busi- 
Bess ;  a  circumstance  which  calls  aloud  for  the  com* 
passion  of  the  chie£ 

•  From  Ganal  to  Malka  are  thirty  miles,  the  first 
ten  of  which  are  over  a  sterile,  mountainous  conn- 
try,  which  is  more  than  compensated  by  the  suc- 
ceeding richness  of  a  valley  eighteen  miles  in 
length.  I  crossed  several  times  the  Bistra,  a  rapid 
stream,  unitiDg  with  the  Bolshaya  Reka,  and  was 
■gain  obliged  to  become  pilot,  chief,  and  dog-mas- 
ter s  however,  I  managed  very  well,  and  arrived 
early*    Malka  is  deserving  of  little  Tio\.\Q&,^^x>S& 
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said  to  be  celebrated  for  its  baths  t  The  sitnatiiii 
is  magnificently  grand ;  the  hospital  stands  in  the 
bosom  of  a  lofty  chain  of  elevated  mofontainB,  at 
two  miles  from  the  village.  I  was  welcomed  hj 
two  old  acquaintances,  both  of  whom  are  doctors. 
Having  refreshed  myself,  I  proceeded  to  examine 
the  hospitals  and  baths,  all  of  which  I  fomid  in  t 
disgracefol  state  of  fillhiness  and  decay.  Ihera 
are  two  hospitals ;  one  for  the  Kamtchatdales,  ind 
a  smaller  one  for  the  accommodation  of  the  officcn. 
There  are  also  two  baths,  both  ill  contrived,  tnd 
in  want  of  every  necessary  and  convenience  wUeh 
persons  who  have  recourse  to  them  require.  The 
faoBpitals  are  without  medicines,  and  the  batlN 
without  flannel  gowns,  blankets,  sheets,  or  towde; 
nor  is  there  even  a  warm  passage  for  the  patient 
from  the  bath  to  the  hospital ;  he  must  come  from 
a  place  where  the  atmosphere  is  equal  to  25®  of 
heat,  and  pass  through  a  current  of  air  where  there 
may  be  15°  or  20°  of  frost.  There  never  was  s 
place  where  more  could  and  ought  to  be,  or  where 
so  little  has  been  done,  for  the  benefit  of  so  wretch- 
ed a  people.  The  late  chief  doctor  was  five  yens 
in  the  command  of  this  hospital,  during  which 
period  he  did  nothing  but  keep  his  patients  in- 
creasing in  disease ;  indeed,  it  may  be  considtfed 
a  fortunate  circumstance  for  the  ELamtchatdtkey 
that  the  governor  was  obliged  to  send  him  as  sur- 
geon of  Captain  Vassilieff 's  ship,  in  lien  of  the  pie* 
per  surgeon,  who  remained  belund  at  sick  qnarterit 
Not  even  the  most  common  vegetahlea  have  bed 
raised ;  and  but  for  a  few  cows,  the  benevdeit 
present  of  Captain  Rikord,  the  chief,  I  hardly  knov 
what  there  would  be  of  the  really  nsefnl  for  Hat 
establishment,  which  certainly  owes  nothing  dtfaer 
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I  the  indnatiy  or  hamanity  of  the  doctor  before 
llnded  to. 

The  state  of  some  of  those  miserable  creatures 
^hom  I  saw  in  the  hospital,  was  snch  as  absolutely 
>  prerent  the  doctor  from  dressing  their  wounds ; 
fcoarsey  I  am  incapable  of  describing  them.  They 
re  allowed  by  the  Emperor  one  pound  of  bread 
[id  half  a  pound  of  meat  per  day.  They  have  also 
ih  in  abundance ;  and  wild  berries  are  to  be  found 
nerywhere  round  the  place.    The  patients,  being 

II  afflicted  with  one  disease,  are  cramped  up  into 
Be  small  space,  never  to  go  out  but  at  their  own 
btire,  nor  do  any  work,  though  they  might  raise  an 
alimited  quantity  of  vegetables  from  the  grounds 
ivered  with  the  warm  vapour.  In  short,  instead 
r  being,  as  it  is,  a  place  calculated  to  engender 
id  nourish  disease  almost  to  pestilence,  it  might 
V  St  a  trifling  expense,  and  with  proper  care  on 
e  part  of  the  head  doctor,  one  of  the  most  hu* 

me  and  eAicient  establishments  on  the  fsce  of 

rglobe* 

With  respect  to  the  nature  and  quality  of  the 

^  they  had  a  strong  smell  of  sulphur,  and  an 

laaaant  taste.    The  hot  and  cold  springs  are 

ed  at  the  baths,  and  it  is  a  strange  circumstance, 

the  one  should  always  be  boiling  hot  in  25^  of 

,  while  the  other,  at  30^  of  heat,  is  always  be- 

he  freezing  point.     These  were  the  only  re-' 

1  my  short  stay,  in  the  month  of  December, 

enable  me  to  make.     I  should,  however,  in 

\  observe,  that  the  present  head  doctor,  if  it 

'  Gramatin,  who  was  my  shipmate  in  the 

art  from  Okotsk,  is  a  man  of  great  talents, 

«ance,  and  industry ;  and  had,  previous  to 

nng  the  peninsula,  seven  months  after  my 

ind  visit  to  the  hospital,  cleared  \)qa  ^\^ca^ 

f/.  c 
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of  three-fourths  of  the  patients,  and  sent  tbem  to 
their  homes  qnite  cured.  He  had  no  remedy  but 
surgical  operations,  and  succeeded  in  first  putting 
the  patient  to  sleep,  and  then  cutting  out  all  die 
afflicted  parts.  To  the  truth  of  this  statement, 
«xtr)su>rdinary  as  it  will  doubtless  appear  in  Rusni, 
I  beg  leave  to  add  the  attestation  of  Dr  Zaerzaf- 
skey,  who  wa9  with  me  at  the  hospital  at  tbe  time 
to  which  I  allude.  Dr  Gramatin  is  also  celebn- 
ted  as  a  poet ;  some  of  his  invocations  to  the  Miua 
have  already  found  their  way  from  Kamtchatkata 
St  Petersburg, 

My  route  from  Malka  to  St  Peter  and  St  iWi 
was  over  a  highly  picturesque  valley,  and  in  bevK 
tiful  weather.  I  soon  reached  Nachikin  and  K«- 
raki,  and,  changing  dogs,  proceeded  very  pfeaBant* 
ly,  till  midnight  damped  our  satisfaction  a  litde 
with  a  fall  of  snow.  We  halted  to  refresh  the  dogs, 
and  lay  down  till  the  peep  of  dawn  enabled  as  to 
proceed,  and  we  reached  Avatcha  hy  noon.  Bit 
no  dogs  were  to  be  procured  there  except  tloM, 
which  carried  my  little  baggage ;  I  therefore  pro- 
ceeded on  foot,  and  reached  the  haven  at  aboit 
three  o'clock.  My  entry,  alone  and  unperceiTadi 
was  widely  different  from  my  departore :— mf 
sensations  were  correspondent.  In  melandiolf 
mood,  leaving  my  betrothed  for  the  sake  ei  mar 
dering  over  a  long  and  painful  journey ;  retanniig 
delighted  to  have  done  so  before  I  should  be  made 
most  happy,  by  finding  that  betrothed  true,  aii 
^11  that  I  could  desire,—- but  no  more  of  this. 

Having  thus  completed  the  tour  of  the  Pew 
sula,  it  will  be  proper  in  this  place  to  enter  m  iii 
description,  with  that  of  its  inhabitants^  their  i 
nexBj  customs,  ^c. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

Gaenl  Obflenrations  on  the  Peninsula  of  Kamtchatlou 

Kamtchatka  is  a  large  peninsula  of  an  ellip*^ 

kal  figure,  extending  from  the  latitude  of  59^  to 

>1^  N. ;  the  breadth  is  inconsiderable.    A  magni- 

icent  chain  of  mountains,  with  numerous  sopkas 

NT  peaks,  extend  from  north  to  south,  the  whole 

oigth  of  the  peninsula ;  from  which  mountains  nu- 

nerons  ri^erSi  large  and  small,  find  their  way  into 

be  ocean.     Of  these  the  Kamtchatka  is  the  only 

ftvigable  one,  admitting  vessels  of  one  hundred 

OB  as  for  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  up  the 

ream«   All  the  rivers  are,  however,  crowded  with 

h  of  superior  flavour.     There  are  also  lakes  of 

imderable  size,  and  so  numerous,  that  all  inter- 

irae  between  the  several  parts  of  the  peninsula 

luring  spring,  summer>  and  autumn,  effectually 

diided. 

lie  productions  of  the  country  are  few,  but  va- 
le.   There  is  an  abundance  of  wood,  as  fit  for 
*bnilding  as  for  general  use.     The  finest  tim- 
8  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Kamtchatka,  Ye- 
,  and  eastern  coast ;  but  the  climate  is  such 
induce  me  to  believe  that  neither  com  nor 
ibles  will  ever  attain  to  great  perfection,  the 
I  all  seasons,  at  the  depth  of  twenty-four  to 
inches^  bein^  frozen.    Potatoes  nevet  tv^u> 
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cabbages  never  come  to  a  head,  and  peas  only 
flower ;  bnt  turnips  and  radishes  thrive  amazingly. 
Grass  of  the  most  nutritious  quality  is  found  b 
the  greatest  abundance,  as  well  in  the  numeroos 
meadows  as  in  the  forests.  It  grows  to  the  height 
of  between  five  and  six  feet,  and  in  some  places 
three  crops  are  produced  within  the  year. 

Winter  may  be  said  to  occupy  near  one  half  of 
the  year, — spring  and  summer  the  other  half.  TIte 
winters  are  mild  when  compared  to  those  of  Sibe- 
ria; the  thermometer  never  descending,  in  the 
southern  parts  of  the  peninsula,  below  SO**  of  Rem- 
mur,  and  seldom  below  12^  and  15^.  Spring  is 
the  most  agreeable  time,  just  when  the  leaves  pot 
forth,  and  it  is  then  the  fishing  commences.  Tbe 
summer  is  the  most  disagre^d>le  portion  of  tbe 
year,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains  and  heavier  fogi 
which  come  from  the  eternally  snow-clad  moun- 
tains. The  greatest  heat  is  in  July,  when  the  ther- 
mometer is  at  27°  and  28°  of  Reaumur.  The  snow 
lying  upon  the  ground  seven  and  eight  months, 
will  sufficiently  account  for  the  want  of  cultiva- 
tion ;  bnt,  indeed,  the  remaining  four  can  hardly 
be  considered  as  equal  to  more  than  two  montlu 
in  other  places ;  for  the  sun  at  St  Peter  and  St 
Paul's  has  no  effect  upon  the  earth  during  more 
than  four  hours  of  the  day;  and,  from  the  immense 
height  of  the  mountains,  it  is  only  from  ten  o'clock 
until  two  that  any  heat  is  felt. 

This  absence  of  heat,  and  these  changes  of  cli- 
mate, with  the  very  heavy  fogs,  which  account  for 
the  sterility  of  the  soil,  operate  also  to  prevent  tbe 
inhabitants  from  laying  in  a  sufficient  store  of  winter 
provisions,  which,  as  they  consist  of  fish,  are  ex- 
posed to  the  air  to  dry,  and  in  a  short  time  become 
«o  rotten  and  vaa^^ox^  v^*^^  W\  ^  wmall  quantttr 
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made  serviceable  for  the  consumption  of  the 
;  the  rest  is  retained  for  the  dogs.  Salt  is 
lent  issued^  but  not  in  sufficient  quantities ; 
that  article  more  liberally  distributed,  the 
I  might  in  some  years  prepare  fish  to  last 
lereral  successive  ones.  From  the  quantity 
ipplied  by  the  king  of  the  Sandwich  islands, 

0  be  hoped  that  the  first  productive  season 
s  taken  advantage  of. 

wild  vegetables,  some  of  which  afe  mixed 
;he  bark  of  trees  for  the  fare  of  the  itthabi- 
there  is  an  abundance  in  Kamtchatka,  and 
s  no  doubt  that  greens,  turnips,  and  radishes, 
,  with  a  little  trouble,  be  everywhere  pro* 
.  Wild  berries  and  wild  garlic  abound ;  the 
is  exported  to  Okotsk  and  Yakutsk.  Tins 
a  one  of  the  finest  antiscorbutics  known,  but 
peculiarly  offensive  smelL 
i  principal  riches  of  Kamtchatka  may  be  said 
idst  in  the  animals  of  the  chase,  of  which 
is  so  prodigious  a  number,  that  there  are  not 
snt  inhabitants  to  take  them.  The  most  valu- 
re  foxes  of  various  colours,  a  few  sea  and 
river  otters,  with  an  immense  number  of  sa^* 
Bears,  wol  ves,  rein-deer,  and  mountain-sheep,  U- 

imetimes  a  few  lynxes,  are  also  to  be  found. 

umber  of  skins  annually  exported  and  con* 

1  in  the  peninsula  may  be  about  thirty  thou- 
of  which  sables  and  foxes  form  the  principal 
The  sables  are  considered  at  once  the  warmest 
le  coarsest  known ;  the  foxes,  however,  espe* 
the  fiery  red,  are  of  the  finest  speciiBS.  Next 
se  furs,  the  dogs  of  Kamtchatka  may  be  con- 

d  as  forming  a  great  part  of  their  richer.-  ^ 

I  fiEdthfal  and  useful  animals  are  employed  Uk 
Hut  £ah,  supply  the  house  with  ^at«i,  l9aft 

r2 
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cattle  with  liay, — ^in  short,  to  do  all  the  work  that 
horsefi  perform  in  EDgland.  They  are  fed  ai  ci^ 
cumRtances  may  dictate,  being  always  left  to  shift 
for  themselves  from  June  to  October.  They  are 
of  a  coarse  appearance,  in  shape  resembling  a  com- 
mon house-dog,  bat  endued  with  great  sagacity; 
and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  are  not  reliered 
a  little  by  the  importation  of  horses. 

Independent  of  fish  and  wild  animals^  the  Kam- 
tchatdales  derive  also  a  considerable  benefit  firon 
the  surprising  quantities  of  geese,  ducks,  swuis» 
snipes,  and  wild  cocks.  They  are  preserved  hf 
dipping  them  in  water,  which  freezing,  they  will 
be  good  as  long  as  winter  continues ;  at  other  timei 
they  are  salted.  The  ducks  and  snipes  are  moit 
excellent :  but  the  geese,  swans,  and  wild  sheep 
are  considered  venison,  and  of  the  most  delicious 
kind  too,  by  those  who  are  termed  epicures ;  for 
myself,  although  I  have  frequently  partaken  of 
them,  I  never  could  relish  their  flesh.  The  Kam- 
tchatdales  also  derive  great  benefit  from  the  whales^ 
which  are  numerous,  and  which,  being  encounter- 
ed by  the  kasatka,  for  the  sake  of  the  tongue,  H 
is  supposed,  are  killed  and  cast  ashore.  Upon  the 
whole,  therefore,  there  are  no  people  at  whose  dis- 
position Providence  has  placed  more  of  the  neoet* 
saries  of  life,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Kamtchatks- 
For  their  direct  subsistence  they  have  fish,  flesbi 
and  fowl,  wild  berries  and  roots  in  great  variety 
and  abundance,  sufficient,  doubtless,  to  maintain  ft 
large  population ;  while  for  clothing,  they  have  im- 
mense quantities  of  furs  of  the  warmest  and  moit 
durable  kind ;  and  for  firing  and  building,  wood 
Ja  everywhere  to  be  had  in  the  utmost  profiuioiu 

']pch  being  the  case,  it  becomes  a  matter  (t 
'  Ltion,  what  could  induce  the  aboriginet  <• 
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thftt  filthy  and  famished  condition  which 
ly  characterised  them.  ^  Was  it  from  an  OYer-^ 
mt  population,  or  the  want  of  means  to  pos- 
lemselves  of  food^-such  as  guns,  nets,  and 

That  they  had  means  to  entrap  gaipe  and 
'a  certain  proportion  of  the  inhabitants,  there 
no  doubt ;  but  whether  sufficient  for  a  hrgQ 
btion,  is  yery  questionable, 
the  people  in  general,  I  can  only  say  they 
amiable  and  honest  as  ever.    They  are  now  g 

shed  in  villages,  all  built  in  the  old  Russian 
which  are  clean  and  comfortable.  During 
immer,  or  fishing  season,  they  leave  their 
'  residences  for  the  balagans,  or  places  which 
ise  for  drying  their  fish.  Thus  the  summer 
>loyed  in  preparing  food  against  the  winter, 
latter  is  taken  up  in  the  chase.  Beyond  this« 
amtchatdale  is  still  the  same  la2y,  drunken^ 
animal  as  formerly.  Their  ancient  language 
forgotten,  but  is  so  far  out  of  use,  that  there 
w  who  do  not  speak  Russian.  Most  of  the 
ines  are  baptised,  and  may  be  said  to  live  as  I 

nssians  do.  The  number  of  real  Kamtchatr 
rho  retain  their  ancient  usages  is  small.  They 

on  the  northern  coasts  beyond  Tygil  and  H 

ey  Kamtchatsk.  Hospitality  is  tlie  most  stri- 
eature  in  their  character ;  but  they  are  also 
lushed  by  their  strict  adherence  to  truth,  and 
lonesty  is  proverbial.  Without  being  forward 
iplun  of  ill  treatment,  they  will  feai'lessly  re- 
it  when  questioned.  They  are  in  part  go* 
I  by  their  own  toions  or  chiefs,  but  an  an* 
isit  is  made  to  each  village  by  the  ispravnick, 
ef  judge,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  collect-  B 

>le8,  as  of  administering  justice  and  dec\!&x%  ^ 
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Their  dre^s  is  the  same  as  formerly^  that  for  the 
winter  season  being  made  of  the  skma  of  bessts; 
bat  in  scramer  thev  wear  nankeens,  and  at  preseot 
there  is  hardly  a  Kamtchatdale  who  does  not  weir 
a  sliirt.  The  women  hare  also  adopted  the  Bin* 
sian  head-dress,  the  articles  for  which  are  procared 
from  the  pedlars  at  a  most  exorbitant  rate.  It  ii 
snrprisins?  that  this  people,  who  hare  now  beet 
feeling  the  extreme  of  oppression  from  neglect  and 
mal-admintstration  for  one  hnndred  and  twentf 
years,  should  not  hare  become  wiser  and  more  eco- 
nomical in  their  habits ;  on  the  contrary,  one  m^ 
suppose  they  were  a  people  bnt  yesterday  £mo- 
Tered.  They  will  part  with  the  most  Yalmdile  fan 
for  a  trifling  article  or  a  glass  of  spirits. 

I  need  say  nothing  of  their  superstitions,  asthef 
are  nearly  at  an  end.  They  now  place  as  maci 
reliance  upon  the  efforts  of  the  priests,  as  they  fix** 
merly  did  on  their  shamanes,  with  this  ^fieraooe 
only, — that  to  the  former  they  give  many  (vn, 
while  to  the  latter  they  only  gave  a  hearty  meaL 

Of  laws  they  have  bat  few  of  their  own,  their 
motto  being  something  like  that  of  the  Chmese^ 
"  to  return  evil  for  evil,  and  good  for  good."  At 
present  they  await  the  arrival  of  the  chief,  of  an 
ofHcer,  or  of  a  commissary,  with  a  great  deal  of 
ceremony,  giving  him  the  best  lodging,  and  ae^ 
knowledging,  if  I  may  so  say,  his  supremacy.  For- 
merly, it  appears,  they  lived  in  a  perfect  state  of 
equality  and  independence  of  each  other,  age  and 
expertness  in  hunting  alone  being  held  in  estima- 
tion or  respect. 

The  Kamtchatdales  are  now  supplied  with  ca- 
linary  utensils,  and  every  thing  they  can  reqain^ 
by  the  Russians ;  and  as  they  live  exactly  in  tki 
e  manner,  and  in  the  same  description  of  hoBSff 
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thb  latter,  I  need  only  refer  my  readers  to  an 
tnt  of  a  Rasflian  Tillage  ;  in  their  outward  ap* 
Bce  there  is  no  difference  whatever.  They 
a  race  disburdened  of  all  care  and  consider- 
for  the  future,  and  entirely  resigned  to,  any 
irhich  may  await  them,  whether  it  be  oppres- 
starvation,  or  disease. 

my  opinion,  and  I  speak  it  most  sincerely, 
borigines  have  not  derived  much  benefit  from= 
9nquest  of  their  country  by  the  Russians,  aff 
their  conversion  to  Christianity  has  done  Itttlq 
good,  than  entitled  them  to  the  name  of 
tians.  The  great  number  of  priests  and  dea-^ 
(twenty-six  in  number)  would,  I  presume^ 
lat  an  expectation  of  more  learning  and  piety 
8  part  of  the  world  than  in  any  other  semi- 
rous  places.;  but  really  I  have  never  seen  any 
effects  from  the  labours  of  these  reverend 
*men.  Certainly  there  is  no  population  cor- 
nding  to  the  number  of  ecclesiastics,  as  will 
ir  on  considenng  that  the  whole  Kamtchat- 
copulation  does  not  exceed,  male  and  female, 
housand  seven  hundred  and  sixty,  while  their 
amount  to  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
The  number  of  Russians  is  one  thousand 
inndred  and  sixty.  The  inhabitants  north  of 
i  and  Nishney  Kamtchatsk,  are  four  hundred 
inety-eight,  while  in  the  Koriak  villages  there 
18  hundred  souls;  making  a  population  of  four 
and  five  hundred  and  seventy-four,  men,  wo- 
and  children,  Russians,  Kamtchat dales,  and 
iks.  Whether  the  original  population  has  not 
ased  in  a  surprising  degree,  is  a  question  I 
not  answer,  farther  than  by  reminding  my 
n  tliat,  at  the  discovery  of  Kamtchatka,  "vv^ 
»ld  in  the  Itussiaa  hiBtoryy  that  no  \eBft  t^Uk 
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one  hundred  and  sixteen  TiUagea  were  on  the  banb 
of  the  river  Kuntchatka.  The  small-pox,  and  its 
rival  distemper,  with  other  diseases,  and  above  all| 
the  spirit  of  pefsecntion,  which  has  been  nniemit- 
tiugly  practised  towards  these  poor  people,  hire 
been  the  several  causes  of  the  depopnhitimi.  Of 
late,  however,  I  can  with  certainty  say,  the  pops* 
lation  has  not  decreased ;  this  may  be  owing  to  the 
bene6ts  arising  from  vaccination,  as  well  as  some- 
what better  medical  attendants.  Bnt  although  po- 
pulation has  of  late  kept  its  maxinram,  it  may  be 
a  question  whether  the  aborigines  have  not  de* 
creased  in  the  same  ratio  that  the  Russians  tod 
convicts  have  increased.  At  present  there  are  se- 
veral Yakut  as  well  as  Russian  exiles  in  the  pe- 
ninsula, neither  of  whom  can  be  of  much  beneBt; 
but  both  assisting  to  persecute  and  plunder  tlv 
Kamtchatdales. 

Of  the  history  and  origin  of  the  Kamtchatdaki 
little  positive  has  ever  been  known,  and  that  only 
for  the  last  one  hundred  and  thirty  years.  Kamfe* 
cbatka  is  supposed  to  have  been  visited  by  some 
Russians  in  1649,  when  one  of  the  traveller  Deeh- 
nefTa  vessels  was  wrecked  on  its  coast.  Tboee 
Russians  lived  with  them  in  peace  for  a  coD8ide^ 
able  period  of  time ;  but,  quarrelling  among  dieni' 
selves,  were  murdered.  Nothing  more  is  knowi 
of  the  place,  until  Vladimir  Atlassof  discovered  the 
peninsula  in  his  excursions  from  the  Anadyr ;  froii 
which  time  a  constant  petty  warfiare  continued  be* 
tween  the  Russians  and  natives,  until  the  geMn^ 
revolt  and  massacre  in  1731.  Since  this  period 
the  peninsula  has  not  been  greatly  troubled  wA 
either  conspiracies  or  massacres.  Little  doubt  C0 
ist  that  the  Kamtchatdales  are  of  Asiatic  esifii* 
this,  their  featurea  and  customs,  as  well  n  w^ 
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ish  size,  are  eyident  tokens.  I  have  read  se- 
dissertations  upon  the  subject,  but  disagree 
most  of  them.  My  own  opmion  is  formed 
Mmlar  demonstration  alone,  and  not  from  a 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  they  la- 
Tfaeir  having  prc^essed  from  America  is 
1  a  ridiculous  idea ;  and  their  having  learnt 
secrets,  as  causing  fire  by  friction,  &c.  from 
habitants  of  the  opposite  continent,  is  just  aa 
ble  as  the  other  sagacious  notions,  that  they 
the  teachers.  How,  in  either  case,  could 
lass  that  formerly  ferocious  and  warlike  race 
i^uktchi  ?  Or  if  they  had  come  from  the  north 
leria,  from  Irkutsk  or  Yakutsk  by  Okotsk 
dgiga,  how  did  they  pass  the  still  more  fierce 
arbarous  Koriaks  ?  The  idea  is  absurd  ;  and 
ily  one  I  can  for  a  moment  entertain  is,  that 
ire  a  Mongole  tribe,  who  were  driven  down 
.mour,  and,  passuig  along  the  Kurile  Isles, 
3d  Kamtchatka.  A  few  of  the  same  race  are 
le  inhabitants  of  those  isles,  with  a  dialect  of 
una  language,  originating  from  the  Mongo- 
and  the  only  difference  between  them  and  the 
chatdales  is,  that  they  are  a  more  manly,  and 
qnently  a  more  independent,  race ;  for,  of  all 
H^le  at  present  existing,  I  believe  the  natives 
I  peninsula  to  be  the  most  affable  and  hospi- 
;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  cowardly 
Bsensible.  I  never  saw,  in  any  part  of  the 
,  a  people  more  abused,  under  the  sanction 
roverb,  now  become  almost  a  principle,  <<  God 
tiy  and  the  Emperor  fiar  off." 
Bir  modes  of  fishing  and  hunting,  and  such 
ctions  of  the  country  as  I  have  not  noticed, 
e  found  in  Cook's  and  other  travels.  I  will 
Die  proceed  to  compare  the  present  httfii^Viiu^M^ 
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of  the  people  of  this  peninsala,  with  that  wfaidi 
they  formerly  enjoyed.  In  the  first  place,  as  ta 
their  possessions  in  horsea  and  homed  catUe^t 
appears  by  the  last  census,  that  there  are  bat  one 
hundred  and  nine  of  the  former,  and  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  of  the  latter,  in  the  whole  pemn* 
sula;  two- thirds  of  which  are  in  the  htoda  of  tb 
Russians,  and  but  three  hundred  and  ninety-thrat 
head  of  cattle  in  the  possession  of  three  tnonsaoi 
four  hundred  Kamtchatdales  and  Koriaks.  It  ii 
to  be  regretted  that  the  flattering'  prospects  Ml 
out  by  Captain  King  have  not  been  realized,  lb 
introduction  of  horses  and  homed  cattle  woiU 
much  tend  to  ameliorate  the  conditibou  of  tbepeo* 
pie,  were  they  once  imported  upon  a  large  icala 
The  dogs,  like  the  aborigines,  are  on  the  dediM^ 
and  probably  twenty  or  l^birty  yean  more  will  lean 
nothing  in  Kamtchatka  but  the  Ruaaiana  and  not 
mals  of  the  chase.  When  it  is  recollected,  ihil 
Kamtchatka  has  such  magnificent  and  exteaiifi 
meadows,  and  that  the  climate  is  not  acTere ;  ui 
when  it  is  considered  with  what  facility  goTenh 
ment  might  send,  each  year,  two  or  three  thumMiH 
heads  of  young  cattle,  by  the  annual  tranaportfl»tl 
Tygil, — it  may  be  naturally  supposed  that  the  di^ 
ferent  chiefs  have  been  attending  more  to  their  pH^ 
sonal  concerns  than  to  those  of  the  peninsula.  Ibii 
the  place  might  be  made  even  to  flourish,  th^ecii 
be  no  reasonable  doubt. 

The  expenses  of  the  colony  have  been  very  giMl 
to  Russia,  and  must  continue  so,  aa  loog  as  ikt 
present  plan  is  persisted  in.  The  yaaack  amotfti 
to  a  less  sum  of  money  than  the  aingle  maintaoflNi 
of  a  chief.  Five  hundred  heada  of  foxes,  or  0* 
bles^  worth  six  thousand  roubles,  or  three  huBdn' 
pounds^  i9  the  amount;  while  the  ezpenses  of ihi 
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f  cannot  fall  short  of  two  Lundred  thousand 
mf  or  ten  thousand  pounds. 
B  depopulated  state  of  this  peninsula  is  also 
attributed  to  other  causes.     Their  continual 
and  insurrections  greatly  thinned  them ;  and 
were  followed  by  the  introduction  of  the 
pox,  which,  in  the  year  1768,  carried  off  no 
lan  six  thousand  persons  ;  and  twenty  thou- 
ire  supposed  to  have  fallen  victims  to  it  with- 
bort  period.    Yet  at  this  moment  there  is  a 
of  yacdnating  matter ;  nor  is  it  a  question- 
asertion,  that  the  quality  of  medicines,  in  the 
ale,  is  shamefully  adulterated,  and  the  quanti- 
ill.    The  present  worthy  chief  has,  however, 
d  an  inquiry  to  be  made  upon  this  subject, 
16  result  has  been  transmitted  to  government; 
t  is  not  the  small-pox  alone  that  the  an*ival 
I  Russians  introduced  into  this  place ;  the  dis- 
)r  before  alluded  to  has  made,  and  continues 
ke,  most  dreadful  ravages  in  every  part  of  the 
sola,  very  few  families  being  free  from  the  taint, 
o  part  of  the  world  can  show  more  miserable 
to  of  its  fury.    The  whole  race,  indeed,  look 
leings  better  qualiBed  to  eztinffuish  than  to 
gate  the  human  species ;  nor  is  this  surpri- 
oonsidering  their  present  state,  almost  with- 
oapitals,  medicines,  or  attendants,  save  that 
naged  house  at  Malka. 
sides  these  two  diseases,  the  inhabitants  of 
chatka  are  subject  to  all  those  which  make 
;  in  countries  where  the  people  are  ordinarily 
I,  ill- clothed,  and  liable  to  famine.    The  last 
vqnently  visited  this  peninsula,  more  from  a 
of  people  than  of  food ;  for  fish  is  not  always 
had  upon  both  sides  of  the  peninsula  at  t.Vv% 
time,  and  they  hare  not  the  means  oi  V^lta^ 
&*  //.  D  % 
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porting  the  snperabmidaiit  quantity  to  the  opponte 
coast. 

Another  great  cause  of  this  rayage  in  popok* 
tion  has  arisen  from  the  introduction  of  apnits :  i 
Kamtchatdale  will  sell  his  last  sable  or  fm  ftr  • 
glass  of  it,  though  he  is  not  physicallystroiig  enoagli 
to  drink  any  tUng  of  the  kind.     When  it  is  eoD- 
sidered  that  sixteen  thousand  bottles  of  this  tath 
are  consumed  in  the  short  period  of  three  or  fov 
months,  by  six  or  seven  hundred  peoplei  we  Bif 
well  feel  pity  and  surprise, — pity  for  toe  poor  wh 
men  and  children,  and  surprise  at  the  nwaiH  of 
getting  either  the  money  or  sables.   Such  a  qvs- 
tity  of  spirit  ought  to  sell  for  fifty  thousand  rodhlc^ 
which  is  one  hundred  per  cent  upon  the  piiee  it 
Okotsk ;  but  it  is,  in  reality,  sold  for  twiee  tkt 
sum.  When  it  ia  recollected  that  officeiSi  soldMn^ 
sailors,  merchants,  and  priests,  travel  round  tk 
peninsula  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  it  will  be  k* 
wonderful  when  I  assert,  that  each  bottle  of  i|M- 
rits  sold  to  the  Kamtchatdales,  produces  thefihs 
of  ten  and  twelve  shillings.     Now,  allowing  Uf 
the  quantity  imported  (eight  thousand  bottles)  tf 
be  consumed  by  the  aborig^es,  this  would  pro- 
duce from  eighty  to  one  hundred  thousand  nmbwi 
while  the  cost  is,  in  Okotsk,  only  twenty-five  tbn* 
sand.     I  have  seen  a  bottle  of  spirits  sold  fc* 
sable,  and  afterwards,  when  the  party  was  drnk 
a  bottle  of  adulterated  liquor  has  fotched  tbeMOi^ 
price :  in  short,  I  have  seen  three  and  even  ft^ 
sables  given  for  two  bottles  of  spirits. 

Allowing  seven  hundred  and  fifty  fomilieBsflb  Iki 
Koriaks  and  Kamtchatdales,  which  is  fi?e  tocvt  1^ 
fomily,  and  that  half  the  quantity  of  imported  f*"  \m 
rit  is  consumed  by  them^  it  will  appear  that  IS^  Im 
family  consumes,  at  leasts  twelve  bottles  is  t^ 
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months.   By  this  plan,  the  poor  purchaser  is  dniok 
for  days  together,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  year  can 
get  nothing  to  cheer  him  under  his  depression. 
The  cost  of  that  spirit,  to  the  Kamtchatdales,  is 
one  hmidi:ed  and  fifty  in:  two  hundred  roubles ;  a 
prodigioufl  sum  for  a  poor  family,  to  expend  upon 
an  article  so  pernicious  in  its  moral  and  physical 
effects.     Sach  a  sum  of  money,  in  Kamtchatka, 
would  produce  near  six  or  eight  hundred  pounds 
wugfat  of  flour ;  enough  to  support  a  small  fiunily 
dwuig  a  whole  year :  or  such  a  sum  would  enable 
them  to  purchase  proper  clothing,  culinary  utensils, 
aetSy  twine,  tobacco,  axes,  and  knives.     The  evil 
ef  these  grog-shops  is  carried  to  so  ruinous  an  ex- 
tent»  that  the  duldren  of  the  natives  are  left  for 
three  and  four  days  without  any  food,  save  youkola 
(dried  fish),  doled  out  to  them  once  or  twice  with- 
in  that  time.    I  have  known  instances  of  mothers 
and  children  being  left  without  any  means  of  sup- 
port, in  consequence  of  the  retailing  of  such  trash 
being  allowed.   The  youkola  and  the  bark  of  trees 
kp  in  such  cases^  almost  the  only  nourishment  the 
women  and  children  can  procure  for  several  days. 
1  they  happen  to  be  possessed  of  a  cow,  they  are 
cnatdered  very  fortunate.    It  needs  little  pbilo- 
9|diy  to  prove,  that  it  is  only  by  taking  care  of  the 
•mg  generation  that  the  stock  itself  can  be  pre- 
fred,  which  will  not  long  be  possible,  if  spirit 
ntinue  to  be  transported  and  retailed  out  as  it 
w  is< — ^While  making  these  reflections  in  £ng- 
\d,  I  am  aware  that  the  llussian  government  have 
dated  from  this  trade ;  but  this  is  only  tlie  worse 
the  Kamtchatdales,  inasmuch  as  the  pedlars 
)  an  extra  quantity,  and  demand  a  most  exor-i 
Qt  price  for  a  spirit  infinitely  inferior :  the  only 
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pffectual  check  is  indiscriminate  pitJiibition;  tpif- 

hibition  which  ought  also  to  extend  to  Okotsk.  ' 

The  abuses  arising  firom  the  collection  of  the 

yasack  are  roost  cruel.     The  yaaack  itself  is  is- 

cousiderable,  but,  from  the  arbitrary  manner  ii 

which  it  is  collected,  it  is  rendered  odiom  andsp^ 

pressive.    The  tribute  is  levied  in  kind,  at  anyknr 

or  capricious  valuation ;  and  it  has  not  anfreqneal^ 

ly  happened  that  the  toion  of  a  village,  who  doH 

not  properly  compliment  the  chief,  or  other  offinft 

upon  the  annual  visit,  has  so  small  a  price  pot  ap* 

on  his  fiirs,  in  payment  of  their  tribute,  tttit  Hit 

sustun  a  loss  of  two,  three,  and  even  four  handnd 

per  cent.  I  have  seen  sables  valued  at  half-i^erawi^ 

for  which  the  merchants  present  would  have  gifci 

twelve  shillings.   Independent  of  the  yaaack,  eick 

Kamtchatdale  has  to  pay  seventy  copeca,  or  ier« 

pence,  as  a  sort  of  capitation  or  poll-tax ;  iqi* 

failure  of  which,  the  ispravnick  may  have  leeoonl 

to  the  most  arbitrary  and  unjust  meaanrea.    Aif 

property  may  be  seized  and  sold  on  the  moBM^ 

— such  as  axes,  knives,  nets,  guns,  kettles,  or  thl 

clothing  of  the  family ;  and  it  has  often  happcarf 

that  a  poor  family  have  been  rained  throwi  thi 

cruel  and  oppressive  conduct  of  these  taz-gatheni4 

not  from  a  deficiency  of  the  le^fol  dues,  hnt  of  i^ 

legal  dues.     The  mode  of  taxation  in  each  ostiqf 

is  also  highly  objectionable,  and  sometimea  readtf^ 

ed  cruel.     They  are  not  taxed  as  a  people^  bat  V 

a  place ;  and  it  not  unfrequently  happens  datthi 

village  which  formerly  contained  forty  or  fifty  lU* 

people,  and  was  taxed  as  such,  doea  not  the  A^ 

lowing  year  contain  more  than  twenty  or  twutf 

five,  in  consequence  of  illness  or  removals.  TWi 

^^s,  however,  no  remedy ;  the  yasack  of  the  liU* 

^Kpat  be  paid  by  the  few.    It  is  also  not  a  liiA 
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singnlar  that  each  ostrog  is  taxed  in  money,  and 
yet  money  cannot  be  received :  the  duplicity  of 
this  act  18  too  apparent  to  be  mentioned,  yet  it 
would  seem  that  the  goyemment  must  be  unac- 
quainted with  a  hct  of  the  kind,  for  the  difference, 
m  the  amount  of  the  tribute,  would  not  equal  one 
hundred  pounds.  Instead  of  the  .sum  of  money  at 
which  each  village  is  rated,  the  inhabitants  are 
obliged  to  pay  furs,  at  one-fourth  the  value.  Sables 
of  the  finest  quality,  and  worth  forty  shillings  a 
pair,  are  never  averaged  at  more  than  ten.  It 
would  be  more  honest  to  increase  the  nominal  tri- 
bute of  money,  or  put  a  specific  tax  on  furs,  which 
would  be  felt  less  severely,  because  an  appearance 
of  candour  would  accompany  it. 

The  next  galling  tax  is  that  levied  for  the  tax- 
gatherer  himself;  and  this  is  a  greater  grievance 
than  that  levied  on  behalf  of  the  £mperor,  and  un- 
der more  humiliating  circumstances.  Each  ostrog, 
md  each  toion  or  chief  of  it,  is  also  compelled  to 
My  the  same  tribute  to  his  actual  chief  as  to  the 
Emperor  himself;  so  that  the  yasack  is  de  facto 
paid  at  least  five  times  over. 

Nor  is  the  impolitic  system  of  collecting  the  tri« 
bnte  more  injurious  than  that  arising  from  forced 
or  gratuitous  services,  such  as  the  forwarding  of 
the  post,  the  transport  of  flour  and  salt,  and  the 
issuing  of  padvodies,  or  forced  levies  of  horses  or 
dogs,  to  officers  and  favourites.  This  is,  indeed, 
«n  intolerable  abuse,  and  calls  loudly  for  redress. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that,  if  the  proprietors 
olT  dogs  were  rewarded  at  a  proper  time,  and  in  a 
proper  manner,  they  would  as  much  court  the  em- 
ployment as  they  now  abhor  it.  According  to  the 
puBsent  plan,  the  natives  lose  their  time,  their  dogs, 
their  healthy  and  their  provisions.     Any  {a^craxvX.^ 

D  2 
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or  officer,  who  may  wish  to  trBde»  is  famisbod  with 
one  of  these  free  billets,  which  authorises  him, 
upon  the  plea  of  public  duty,  to  call  omt  men  vaA 
dogs ;  while  the  manner  of  the  officer  or  favouriM 
seems  to  intimate,  that  he  confers  an  obligate 
upon  the  chief  of  the  Tillage  by  his  aeoeptance  of 
a  couple  of  sabks  as  a  present.  Nor  ia  this  til  i 
not  content  with  the  present,  the  party  traFdfint 
has  the  privilege  of  trading,  and  buying  jiwt  n 
many  more  sables  as  the  poor  abilri^nal  may  hsfs 
caught,  and  which  are  invariably  aold  for  jnsl  sndb 
a  consideration  as  the  officer  may  incline  to  give. 

If  a  governor  or  officer  be  compelled  to  tiavcl 
upon  public  Service,  and  if  he  receives  from  the 
Crown  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  trayelling  e»peMflN 
it  seems  very  strange  that  such  money  ia  not  ptii 
to  these  poor  people.  As  little  can  I  underMd 
why  a  post  should  travel  gratis :  surely  the  poonrt 
and  most  distant  part  of  the  Russian  empire  ihoiU 
not  be  oppressed  in  such  a  manner.  It  is  true^tk 
sum  paid  by  the  government  to  officers  whea  tn* 
velliog  is  small,  as  well  as  that  paid  to  the  pottt* 
lion  when  in  charge  of  the  post ;  but  small  ai  it  il 
in  itself,  it  would  be  acceptable  to  thoso  to  f^NSj 
it  would  appear  much.  As  to  officesrs'  travellii^ 
for  which  there  is  no  public  necessity,  theyctfi^ 
best  but  reap  the  advantages  belon^g  to  the  ftv 
trader,  who  is  not  inconsiderably  taxed.  I  hive 
heard  an  officer  of  high  rank  assert,  that  evay 
voyage  from  Kamtchatka  to  Okotsk  and  back  agtfl 
was  worth  ten  thousand  roubles,  or  five  haiiM 
pounds ;  and  I  believe  he  spoke  the  truth.         ' 

With  respect  to  the  pedlars,  here  denonnMlri 
merchants,  they,  in  truth,  ought  to  be  tuiedMi 
yerely,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  goods  they  Mf 

the  price  at  which  they  are  sold,  the  articka^- 
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11^  such  as  arc  of  light  burden,  or  will  return  the 
greatest  profit.  The  ignorance  of  the  aborigines 
is  sach,  and  their  thoughtlessness  of  the  future  so 
great,  that  they  prefer  present  luxuries  to  future 
necessities.  -The  quantity  of  articles  hawked  about 
by  the  merchants  consists  of  tobacco,  spirits,  silks, 
tea,  sugar,  nankeen,  and  cotton  handkerchiefs. 
Eyeiy  Kamtchatdale  keeps  open  house,  and,  upon 
the  arrival  of  a  Russian,  his  door  is  held  open,  the 
owiier  standing  by  it  uncovered,  and  awaiting  the 
entry  of  his  noble  guest,  who,  making  an  obeisance 
to  the  kasaika,  or  landlady,  passes  on  to  the  most 
comfortable  part  of  the  dwelling,  and  divesting 
himself  of  the  unwieldy  clothing  so  necessary  in 
tfaifl  part  of  the  world,  calls  aloud  for  dinner  or 
supper,  as  the  time  may  be,  orders  food  for  his 
dogfiy  eats  and  drinks  well,  has  a  bed  prepai'ed  for 
him,  and  takes  breakfast,  consisting  of  fine  game^ 
fiifa,  and  the  like.  The  intermediate  time  is  em- 
ployed in  extorting  three  or  four  hundred  per  cent 
Erofit  for  his  goods,  and  the  only  remuneration  to 
is  host  is  a  glass  of  spirits,  or  a  leaf  of  tobacco; 
in  some  cases  not  even  a  "  thank  ye,"  although 
stress  of  weather  has,  unfortunately  for  them,  de- 
tained him  to  partake  of  their  hospitality  for  a  week 
or  more. 

Were  the  merchants  compelled  to  take  more 
woollens  and  linens,  some  flour  or  oatmeal,  with 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  axes,  knives,  kettles,  twine, 
nets,  and  other  implements  of  great  necessity,  there 
woold  be  less  objection  to  their  proceeding  round 
the  peninsula,  and  less  inducement  for  officers  to 
do  so.     Tobacco,  it  is  true,  is  an  article  o^  ^t^^X 
(kauu/d  08  well  bs  of  great  necessity ;  tea  a'li^ 
.^gw are  also  in  considerable  demand,  tho\igY\,  i^io- 
^mAhr,  too  much  money  ia  Ja  vished  upon  bcAVi  t\xe^e 
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articlcB  by  the  Kamtchatdales  ;  as  also  upon  lilkii 
naokeens,  and  fine  cottons.  A  g^reat  benefit  would 
arise  from  the  establishment  of  a  general  (ur  ii 
Kamtchatka,  to  be  held  at  St  Peter  and  St  Fnl\ 
as  well  as  from  two  or  three  provindal  fairs,  to  be 
held  upon  a  certain  day  at  certain  places.  AnHng 
the  people  who  also  travel  round  we  peninnik  of 
Kamtchatka,  are  doctors  and  parsonfl.  They  ve 
both  extremely  troublesome :  for  while  the  one  rf* 
fects  to  prepare  the  soul,  and  the  other  the  bodf, 
both,  I  believe,  are  more  concerned  in  fleecing  tk 
thoughtless  aboriginal,  and  in  depriving  himof  tbe 
means  of  support. 

The  quantity  of  convicts  sent  amongst  a  people 
so  susceptible  of  imposition,  is  also  a  aerioos  giier- 
ance.  The  convicts,  as  Russians,  have  an  indinct 
ascendency  over  the  Kamtchatdales,  which  is  eio** 
cised  in  a  most  intolerant  and  infamous  mamff* 
The  convicts  frequently  desert,  and  commit  ertfj 
species  of  villainy  and  outrage,  even  to  the  fbmeit* 
ing  of  insurrections.  This  was  the  case  during  Bf 
stay  in  the  peninsula ;  nor  are  the  Kamtchatdalv 
so  dull,  but  that  they  remember  Count  Benjotty 
with  horror.  If  the  government  of  Russia  retDf 
feel  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  KomtHnto 
and  I  do  not  doubt  it,  they  bare  an  easy  mode  if 
effecting  it,  by  transplanting  thither  two  or  tface 
thousand  Yakuti,  with  their  cattle.  They  tie  * 
industrious,  ingenious,  and  peaceable  people ;  H^ 
being  excellent  herdsmen,  they  could  not,of  coon^ 
but  thrive  in  a  country  of  such  extensive  and  o> 
pastures. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  what  tppM0 
to  me  a  most  desirable  plan  of  administoog* 
direct,  and  yet  inexpensive,  relief  to  these  f^ 
people : — ^LeX  \h«  ^asack  be  totally  abolishedytf" 


THE  PENINSULA  OF  KAMTCHATKA.       45 

let  each  £iiinily  of  the  aborigines  be  compelled  to 
take  from  the  government  one  pood  of  flour  per 
month,  at  the  price,  say,  of  a  sable  or  fox-skin. 
The  result  would  be,  that  government  would  issue 
an  extra  six  thousand  poods  of  flour,  at  an  expense 
of  Bixty  thousand  roubles ;  in  return  for  which  they 
woidd  receive  six  thousand  skins,  worth  at  least 
ninety  thousand  roubles  ;  leaving  a  gross  profit  of 
four  times  the  price  of  the  present  yasack,  and 
actually  assisting  the  Kamtchatdales  by  the  aban- 
donment of  a  direct  tax  of  half  the  amount — to  say 
nothing  of  the  benefits  which  would  accrue  from 
MVLch  a  measure  to  the  females  and  children,  who 
are  now  left  for  many  days  without  tasting  any 
other  food  than  bad  fish,  or  the  bark  of  trees.  I 
do  not  know  what  efiect  a  poll-tax  may  have  upon 
the  animal  frame,  but  it  appears  to  be  no  incite- 
ment to  procreation.  In  Kamtchatka  it  is  the  same 
as  in  Mexico ;  a  single  man  pays  a  heavy  tax,  a 
married  man  a  heavier,  and  a  father  the  heaviest 
of  all.  Such  conduct  is  bad  policy  on  the  part  of 
gOTemment,  and  carries  with  it  more  the  appear- 
ance of  a  wish  to  extinguish  than  to  increase  the 
population  of  Siberia. 

.  I  have  already  commented  upon  the  evil  effects 
arising  from  forced  levies  and  forced  services ;  of 
the  transport  of  flour,  salt,  spirits,  the  post,  as  well 
as  oflicers,  from  one  place  to  another,  without  any 
remuneration  to  the  inhabitants.  Of  the  conduct 
of  these  travelling  gentlemen,  high  and  low,  it  will 
he  sufficient  to  give  a  specimen.  The  officer,  upon 
arriving  at  a  village,  is  received  by  the  toion,  or 
cnief,  and  conducted  to  the  warmest  and  cleanest 
part  of  the  yourte.  His  upper  garments  are  taken 
horn  him,  cleared  of  the  snow,  and  put  out  in  the 
open  air  for  the  ni^ht;  it  being  undersloo^  \W\ 
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sW  f^der  :he  dress  is  pat  on  in  a  cold  cmmtir) 
xb^  vinc^r  i:  ahixBatelT  becomes.  The  landhdy) 
cr  so:oa.«r.j.  i«  also  encased  in  scnping  the  hooli 
cr  :be  iraTellers  lo  preTcnt  the  heat  of  the  mam 
fn>ci  B«l:in2  the  snow  which  adhefet  to  then. 
Tbe  b<r«:  pn>Tisioas  are  then  got  ready  as  fut  is 
paa»:b>,  either  tor  dinner  or  anpper,  aa  the  time 
Bsar  sc::.  The  toion  then  cornea  in  with  a  rehe- 
tas:  fzcile  and  a  pair  of  handsome  aables,  and,  boir- 
i?:r  to  tho  o£cerr  places  them  apoa  the  tiUe  for 
h:«  acc«p:ance.  Dinner  being  at  length  tencd 
np,  the  o£cer  may  be  considerate  enoogh  to  give 
the  toion  a  class  of  spirits,  as  also  to  permit  the 
fimlly  to  partake  of  the  tea-leavings.  Having 
firisbed  his  dinner,  the  officer  asks  the  toion  if  tbe 
chase  has  been  crood.  and  how  many  sables  be  bn 
cot, — ^probably  two,  fotir,  or  six, — ^which  be  ac- 
cordinf  ly  takes  for  as  many  handkerchiefs,  piecci 
of  nankeen,  pounds  of  tobacco,  or  a  small  quntitj 
of  tea  and  sagar.  Tbe  d(^  of  the  Tillage  ve  it 
last  orxiered  cot,  and  the  officer  departs,  in  perllect 
complacency  with  his  conduct  and  condescendiDg 
demeanour. 

I  bare  never  been  able  to  ascertain  the  enrt 
number  of  animals  annually  caught  in  the  peaii* 
snldU  but  suppose  tbey  cannot  fall  short  of  iMrtf 
thousand,,  worth  at  least  two  hundred  tboosii' 
roubles.  One  out  of  every  forty  is  supposed  to  be 
paiil  to  tbe  Emperor  upon  their  arrival  at  Okotil^* 
but  it  is  very  difficult  to  insure  any  payment  a 
such  a  tax,  except  from  the  regular  traders,  and  titff 
also  manage  to  defraud  the  government  of  ^ 
proper  dues.  The  value  of  the  furs  varies;  * 
sea-otter,  is  worth  thirty-6ve  pounds ;  a  rivw  ^' 
ter,  two  pounds;  a  black  fox,  twenty  poaid>* 
black  and  wUvlc  foX)  ten  pounds ;  brown  fox.  t«* 
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pounds ;  a  common  fox,  twelve  shillings ;  and  a 
white  or  hlne  fox,  as  little  as  two  shillings  and  six- 
pence ;  sables  vary  from  eight  to  twelve  shillings. 
For  these  bread  is  bartered  at  eight  shillings  the 
pood ;  tea  at  twelve  shillings  the  pound ;  sugar  four 
shillingSy  and  tobacco  three  shillings,  the  pound. 
In  tharty  no  article  is  sold  for  less  than  four  hun- 
dred per  cent  profit  upon  the  actual  expense  of 
fetching  it  from  Canton ;  with  the  advantage,  in 
that  case,  of  procuring  all  sorts  of  coarse  cottons, 
nankeens,  and  handkerchiefs,  besides  iron  utensils. 

The  American  Company  might,  and  ought  to 
contract  with  the  goverftment  for  supplying  flour  to 
Okotsk,  Idgiga,  and  Kamtchatka,  for  which  about 
forty  thousand  poods  are  annually  required.  Their 
abundance  of  unemployed  vessels  would  also  en- 
able them  to  furnish  the  aborigines  with  every  thiug 
tbey  require,  at  a  cheap^  and  yet  a  profitable  rate. 
But  such  is  the  pertinacity  and  jealousy  of  those 
composing  that  body,  that  they  will  do  nothing, 
even  to  benefit  themselves,  if  it  be  also  of  benefit  to 
others ;  and  thus  a  trade  with  Manilla,  Canton,  the 
South  Sea  islands,  California,  Calcutta,  and  Japan, 
as  well  as  the  establishment  of  a  whale  fishery,  are 
aacrificed ;  and  the  eastern  frontiers  of  the  Rus- 
sian empire,  remain  in  their  original  barren,  im- 
poverished, and  savage  state,  instead  of  boasting 
of  a  flourishing  trade,  carried  on  by  a  civilized,  or- 
nnized,  and  friendly  population.  The  produce  of 
ue  above  mentioned  places  might  be  warehoused 
hk  Elamtchatka,  and  in  the  ensuing  summer  be 
transported  to  Okotsk,  and  thence  over  all  Siberia. 

T&  drying  and  salting  of  fish,  the  felling  of  tim- 
ber for  furniture,  and  the  countenancing  of  agricul- 
tnal  pursuits,  could  not  fail  of  benefiting  Kamt- 
chatka ;  but  the  whale  fishery  would,  abo^^  i^ 
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things,  redound  to  the  liononr  and  intereM  of  Rm- 
sia.    It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add,  that  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  com  would  much  assist  the  Yaknti; 
its  immediate  e£fect  would  be  to  save  the  lives  of 
twenty  thousand  horses^  which  are  annually  » 
crificed  by  hard  work  or  famine.    Formerly,  wben 
the  horses  were  more  numerous,  from  eighty  to 
one  hundred  thousand  were  annually  employed  be- 
tween Okotsk  and  Yakutsk  by  the  merchants,  the 
American  Company,  and  the  government ;  at  pre- 
sent, there  are  not  more  than  thirty  thousand.  Of 
these  at  least  one  half  are  sacrificed,  and  the  re- 
mainder rendered  unfit  fof  a  second  trip.    Tba 
whole  number  of  horses  annually  sacrificed  in  Si- 
beria does  not,  it  is  said,  fall  short  of  fifty  thoDsaiid; 
so  that,  ere  long,  they  will  also  be  extinct,  and,  with 
them,  the  very  being  of  the  Yakuti,  who  are  em 
now  going  down  in  an  equal  ratio. 

Much  benefit  has  been  derived  to  the  colnj 
from  the  exertions  of  the  present  chief,  Captaia 
llikord.  Tlie  rule  of  never  allowing  a  cow  to  bs 
killed  until  she  is  past  calving,  is  in  itself  excellent; 
but  the  stock  on  liand  is  so  small  that  a  centiiy 
would  elapse  before  what  can  be  termed  herds « 
cattle  could  be  seen  wandering  and  feasting  iip0B 
the  almost  unbounded  pastures  of  the  peninw 
What  the  different  chiefs  have  been  doing  for  dw 
last  fifty  years,  Pleaven  alone  knows  I  When  Cip* 
tains  King  and  Clarke  were  here,  they  seem  to  hsn 
taken  it  for  granted,  or  to  have  been  informed,  tbt 
cattle  of  all  descriptions  were  in  a  flourishing  ilii^ ' 
From  the  proximity  of  Okotsk  to  Tygil,  a  tospb 
of  transports  iniglit^  in  one  summer,  transport  rt 
least  one  thousand  head  of  cattle,  which,  repeslrf 
for  ten  yeai'ft,  wo\3\^  \\^*:.<i  tUe  i^eninsula  in  all•^ 
eolutely  env\»\Ae  fA\.\x«L\Aow.    '\\»s»  -^ev.  ^^^^aaiilf 
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d  be  attended  with  no  expense  to  the  govem- 
;  on  the  contrary,  it  might  be  made  advan- 
nis  to  the  goFernment  as  well  as  the  Kamt- 
lalee,  who  would  willingly  pay  the  Talne  in 
9y  end  the  result  would  be,  that  no  part  of  the 
[tnssian  empire  would  be  richer,  or  better  pro- 
l  with  food  of  various  descriptions,  than  the 
It  province  of  Kamtchatka. 
Km  the  banks  of  the  Kamtchatka,  where  the 
lies  distant  from  the  salt  water,  and  sheltered 
le  mountains  from  the  east  winds,  as  well  as 
ose  banks  which  have  been  enriched  by  the 
emitted  by  the  volcanoes,— barley,  oats,  and 
ave  been  produced ;  but^  in  no  instance,  with 
Acfa  success  as  to  pay  the  labour.  The  pro* 
ons,  it  is  true,  have  been  a  little  more  varied, 
i  little  riper,  but  rarely  consumable.  In  spite 
is  fact,  the  gazettes  of  St  Petersburg  formal* 
1  officially  announce  this  year,  that  a  quartern 
'6  produced  nine  quarterns,  and  that  the  size 
sight  of  a  common  potatoe  was  three  quarters 
>ound.  Three  quarters  of  an  ounce  would  be 
ficient  tax  upon  credulity.  I  have  no  hesita* 
n  saying,  that  both  these  reports  are  fabulous 
ery  sense  of  the  word,  for  I  have  never  seen 
itoe  in  the  whole  province  either  ripe,  or  larger 
a  hen's  egg. 

large  herds  of  cattle  were  distributed  on  the 
I  of  the  Kamtchatka,  and  other  favoured 
B,  with  the  benefit  of  manure,  agricultural  im- 
snts,  and  knowledge,  no  doubt  the  soil  might 
ide  to  answer  the  purpose.  I  certainly  can- 
mceive  the  climate  of  Kamtchatka  to  be  such 
itself,  to  preclude  the  pursuit  of  agriculture 
Be  of  its  minor  branches,  as  I  consider  the  soil 

Ir.    II.  E 


no  endcwnre  is  to  be  foDDd  opoo  th 
only  on  the  borden  of  the  men,  utd 
and  there  they  are  perfect ;  and  w< 
inrormed  that  the  Kamtchatdales 
other  domestic  animals  than  dogs. 
dval  has  of  late  tlionght  proper  to  fii 
of  Russia,  with  an  account  of  the  h 
pennu  atate  of  the  Kamtchatdales,  ] 
inraaion  of  their  country  by  the  Rnii 
he  took  his  text  I  know  not,  bnt  I 
that  a  lar^  population,  with  slende 
sistence,  and  less  knowledge,  conld 
maintained  in  happiness  or  prosper 
Before  entirely  closing  these  rem 
Kamtchatka  and  its  grievanceB,  1 1 
to  one  or  two  points  not  hitherto  i 
children  of  the  nativea  receive  no 
the  children  of  the  Raaaians  bnt  litt 
certainly  is  a  school  existing  in  S 
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precept,  lliey  are  very  numerous ;  I  know  not 
what  so  many  do  in  so  poor  a  place,  there  be- 
mg  no  congregations  to  employ  so  great  a  num- 
ber. The  revenue  received  by  these  reverend 
gentlemen  is  far  from  inconsiderable,  and,  although 
it  is  done  under  the  disguise  of  voluntary  contri- 
bution, still  it  presses  heavy  upon  the  people ; 
and  heavier  still,  when  it  is  considered  that  they 
do  little  work  of  any  kind  besides  trade.  Surely 
their  capacities  are  such  that  they  are  qualified  to 
become  schoolmasters;  yet  never  but  in  one  in- 
stance have  I  seen  moral  or  intellectual  instruction 
given  to  the  children,  and,  in  that  instance,  the  party 
was  paid.  I  do  not  know  how  laborious  the  duty 
of  a  Russian  priest  may  be  in  a  large  congregation, 
or  whether  it  is  the  same  as  in  a  small  one ;  but  this 
I  do  know,  that  in  such  a  place  as  Kamtchatka, 
they  do  not  occupy  themselves  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public  three  hours  in  twenty-four ;  the  remain- 
ing twenty-one  are  occupied  (besides  sleeping)  in 
trading,  hunting,  &c.  Of  late  the  Emperor  has  given 
them  an  allowance  of  flour  as  well  as  a  regular  sa- 
hrVf  and  it  may  therefore  be  hoped  that  the  natives 
willy  at  least,  be  so  far  benefited  as  to  have  fewer 
of  their  visits,  except  on  their  spiritual  concerns. 

Whether  the  Russian  government  will  pay  any 
attention  to  the  serious  and  deplorable  situation  of 
the  peninsula  of  Kamtchatka  is  of  no  personal  con- 
sequence to  me,  though  I  may  well  feel  a  strong 
Interest  concerning  a  place  in  which  I  resided  for 
more  than  a  year,  and  where  I  married.  The  cere- 
mony was  attended  ^th  much  more  pomp  and 
parade  than  if  it  had  been  celebrated  in  England. 
It  took  place  on  the  8th  of  January ;  and  I  cer- 
tainly am  the  firsti  Englishman  that  ever  married 
a  Kamtehatdale^  and  toy  wife  is  undoubte^^  ^<^ 


52  GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON 

first  native  of  that  peninsula  that  every  noted 
happy  Britain. 

The  winter  was  passed  in  a  constant  round  of 
hospitality  and  comfort,  and  hardly  any  thing  le- 
markablc  occurred  to  call  for  ohsenration.  Three 
shocks  of  earthquakes  were  felt,  two  of  them  nrf 
severe  ;  one  threw  the  sand  up  from  the  banki  of 
the  river  Kamtchatka,  and  quite  annihilated  the 
snow ;  the  Cliutchefska  sopka  also  emitted  flanMi 
and  lava.  The  snow  be^an  to  disappear  at  St  Pe- 
ter and  St  Paul's  in  the  beginning  of  May.  By 
the  middle  of  the  month  one  of  the  transporto  nil- 
ed  from  the  port  to  Nishney  Kamtchatsk,  leachiog 
it  in  i^ve  days ;  and,  by  the  latter  end  of  May,  the 
snow  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  spring,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  made  her  welcome  appear- 
ance ;  wild  flowers  and  vegetables  were  every  where 
springing  up,  and  enlivening  the  dreariness  of  the 
last  seven  months.  Even  the  rigging  of  the  tnnf- 
port  which  was  to  carry  me  ba^  excited  my  in- 
terest, and  reminded  me  of  former  times.  The  at- 
tention of  the  inhabitants  was  sufficiently  engaged 
by  the  accession  of  fish,  as  herrings  in  the  inner 
harbour,  cod  in  the  outer  haven,  and  seals  every 
where.  Some  among  them  proceeded  to  the  iahndi 
at  the  mouth  of  the  haven,  and  brought  in  some 
thousands  of  eggs  ;  while  others  were  out  on  shoot- 
ing parties,  sending  us  in  snipes,  wild  ducks,  end 
partridges.  The  wild  garlick  made  its  first  ap" 
pearance  at  Cape  Garlick  so  early  as  the  15th  of 
Mav. 

Only  a  few  individuals  died  in  the  hospital,  moit 

of  them  with  the  scurvy ;  the  remainder  wereiooB 

restored  to  sound  W^llVv  by  spring  and  freah  fitl^ 

Our  evening  waW^  ^et^  ^otaft>5L\s!«i^  ^i2«fidied  !• 

t}ie  summits  of  t\\ft\\\\\a,^>t^^^^^  \sA.^la>»^^ 
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smoked  a  cigar;  but  latterly  the  little  place— ^I  can- 
not call  it  a  town — became  oyerflowed  from  the 
melting  of  the  snow,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  we 
could  move  about.  In  the  month  of  June  a  ves- 
sel arrived  from  Canton  and  Manilla,  in  ballast, 
liaviug  failed  in  procuring  a  cargo  of  flour.  By 
that  vessel  I  received  a  most  friendly  letter  from 
Mr  Urmston,  the  chief  of  the  British  factory,  to- 
gether with  a  file  of  English  newspapers,  magazines, 
&c  which  employed  me  till  the  1st  of  July,  when 
we  were  ready  to  sail. 

St  Peter  and  St  Paul's,  the  chief  city  of  the  pe- 
ninsala  of  Kamtchatka,  contains  forty-two  dwel- 
lings, besides  fifteen  edifices  belonging  to  the  go- 
vernment, an  old  church,  and  the  foundation  of  a 
new  one.  Among  the  public  buildings  are  to  be 
reckoned  magazines  for  bread,  for  powder,  for  sail- 
ors, for  convicts,  for  wine,  and  for  arms ;  a  guard- 
house, smithy,  hospital,  chancery  school,  and  a 
building  for  the  chief  and  his  assistant.  All,  how- 
ever, with  the  exception  of  the  hospital,  sailors* 
barracks,  and  school,  are,  at  best,  like  the  rest  of 
the  city,  but  emblems  of  misery  and  wretchedness. 
I  have  never  seen,  even  on  the  banks  of  the  Frozen 
Sea,  80  contemptible  a  place,  hardly  meriting  the 
name  of  a  village,  much  less  that  of  a  city ;  yet  such 
is  the  place  which  has  been  so  eulogized  from  one 
end  of  the  world  to  the  other.  The  erection  of 
bospitals,  of  schools,  of  churches,  and  the  diffusion 
of  happiness  and  knowledge,  have  been  extrava- 
gantly vaunted  of  in  magazines  and  reviews,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  most  lamentable  facts  of  a  very  oppo- 
site description. 

I  cannot  imagine  what  a  governor  has  to  do  in 
such  a  place ;  a  civil  commissary  would  surely  have 
been  enough.    The  only  people,  in  my  opinlow^ 

£  2 


5i  GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON 

who  can  be  called  happy,  are  the  KoriiikB,  bacnie 
they  are  indepcndeut.     The  Russians  complain  of 
being  sent  to  such  a  vile  place,  utterly  destitute  <rf 
society ;  the  Creoles  of  their  being  kept  in  a  ttite 
of  poverty ;  while  the  Kamtcbatdales  bitterly  b- 
ment  the  association  with  either  the  one  or  the 
other.    It  has  been  observed  that  St  Peter  nd  St 
Paul's  can  never  be  a  good  town,  owing  to  its  wint 
of  wood.    It  may  be  asked,  why  then  was  theseit 
of  government  removed  from  a  more  eligible  pliee^ 
Nitfhney  Kamtchatsk  ?  or  why  was  it  not  reoiofed 
to  the  centre  of  agriculture  and  population,  so  ftr 
as  either  can  be  said  to  exist  ?  It  has  been  alresdy 
clianged  three  times,  and  is,  I  believe,  destined  to 
another  removal.    Kamtchatka  neither  can  nor  wSH 
thrive  so  long  as  its  chiefs  are  sent  for  five  yeai 
only ;  such  a  short  period  scarcely  allows  then  the 
time  of  doing  good,  however  well  disposed  HkJ 
may  be.     The  general  mode  of  occupying  the  it 
lotted  term,  maybe  thus  described : — The  firrt ftf 
is  employed  in  looking  about  and  forming  plans  kt 
the  improvement  of  the  country,  the  amelioratioi 
of  the  condition  of  the  aborigines,  &c. ;  the  secoad 
year  is  passed  in  making  reports,  stating  opinioBi^ 
&c. ;  the  third  year  brings  the  reply  of  the  goveia* 
ment,  directing  or  authorizing  the  mode  of  adai' 
nistration ;  the  fourth  is  employed  in  preparing,  tf 
at  most  in  acting  upon  such  orders  ;  while  the  fifth 
and  last  year  is  generally  employed  in  preparini^ta 
return  to  Europe,  and  levying  a  parting  contifli' 
tion  ;  and  thus  the  whole  five  years  are,  more  ' 
less,  taking  up  in  trading  and  accumulating  as  nrad 
money  as  possible.     The  very  shortest  term  of  * 
chiefs  command  at  Kamtchatka  should  be  to 
years ;  lei  \\\m  tYvea  ox\^  \ife  \\V^^t«IIy  !?**d,  and  1 
will  ventare  to  ««^>\V^^^  tsivsv^  vsiKx>a$^^i^cflaBi(!« 
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9  found,  who  will  prefer  to  administer  justice 
lemencyand  honour,  to  the  degrading  of  their 
ters  by  a  mean  and  derogatory  traffic.  If  an 
se  of  rank,  double*  pay  and  provisions,  an  ex- 
ision,  and  the  most  unlimited  powers,  are  not 
mt  to  insure  a  just  discharge  of  the  dutieS) 
)e8ides  conscience  ever  can  induce  it  ? 
the  Kurile  Islands,  though  they  are  not  now 
;ovemmentofKamtchatka,  having  been  ceded 
emperor  in  property  to  the  American  Com* 
I  shall  make  but  a  very  few  remarks,  and 
hem,  close  my  observations  on  Kamtchatka. 
B  chain  of  islands  is  divided  between  the  Rus- 
id  Japanese  empires ;  of  those  belonging  to 
rmer  empire,  but  few  are  inhabited.  The 
Curile,  situate  at  sixty-five  miles  from  Cape 
ka,  has  three  yourtes,  with  four  males  and 
iemales,  nominally  paying  as  tribute  six  sea- 
and  twelve  roubles  in  money ;  but,  as  no  sea- 
are  found,  and  the  islands  abound  in.  foxes, 
of  these  are  received  in  lieu  of  them.  There 
be  island  a  tolerable  roadstead  for  small  craft 
'.  N.W.  side.  Immense  quantities  of  water 
18  ducks,  geese,  and  swans,  frequent  the  place; 
t>ro  the  skins  and  feathers  the  inhabitants 
their  parkas  and  all  their  warm  clothing, 
are  also  exceedingly  comfortable  and  beau- 
The  climate  of  the  islands  resembles  that  of 
er  and  St  Paul's.  The  soil  is  generally  good, 
cing  fine  pastures.  On  the  first  isle  there  was 
rly  an  abundance  of  cattle,  but  now  only  two 
remain. 

)  second  island,  about  ninety  miles  from  the 
las  seven  yourtes,  with  thirty-live  m^e&  vi\^ 
1FO  femaleB,  paying  tribute  for  it&eV^  w\A.^^ 
itb  isle,  nominally^  thirty-five  %e«i-pXX«t%\ 
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that  is,  twenty-three  foxes,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  roubles.  The  fourteenth  isle  has  three  yourtes, 
fifteen  males  and  seyenteen  females.  Of  the  in- 
termediate islands,  and  those  beyond  the  four- 
teenth, I  could  obtain  but  very  little  information; 
the  whole  are  evidently  volcanic  productions,  and 
are  supposed  to  have  been  separated  by  some  vio- 
lent convulsion  of  nature  from  the  peninsula  of 
Kamtchatka.  The  islands,  which  are  lofty  and  bold, 
are  said  to  be  without  rivers,  nor  are  there  any  har- 
bours known.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  howefer, 
that  they  have  been  but  very  imperfectly  surveyed. 
The  inhabitants  are  supposed  to  be  of  the  eame 
origin  as  those  of  Kamtchatka,  though  they  diSar 
in  the  custom  of  wearing  long  beards,  wmch  waa 
probably  introduced  among  them  by  the  Ruasiatt. 
Their  dialect  is  the  same  with  that  of  the  inhabi- 
tants near  Cape  Lopatka ;  from  whence  baidaiea 
are  frequently  sent  to  the  first  and  second  iale^  to 
bring  the  tribute  and  furs.  Foxes  are  sud  to  be 
the  only  animals  of  the  chase,  and  here  theyaboand 
in  all  colours.  Sea-  otters  were  also  formerly  takea, 
and  still,  at  intervals,  visit  some  of  the  ishuKbi 
Excepting  those  caught  near  Nishney  Kamtchataki 
they  are  considered  the  most  valuable  of  the  a|M- 
cies. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

ture  from  Kamtchatka — Re-arrival  at  Okotsk — Fur^ 
observations  on  that  place — Bulgeine — The  Udoma 
•utchakan — Anchekon — Atchan  and  Konkui  rivers — 
omoi  Liess— .Chakdalka — Chekinvio — The  Aldan, 
gba,  and  Lena  rivers — Re-arrival  at  Yakutsk — Oe* 
I  observations  on  the  Yakuti,  and  on  their  Metro- 

8. 

.EMAiNED  in  Kamtchatka  eleven  months,  en- 
^  that  hospitalityand  kindness  which  the  chief, 
un  Rikord,  so  eminently  possesses  the  means 
Banner  of  conferring.  The  vessel  in  which 
repared  to  return  to  Okotsk,  was  the  same 
1  brought  me  to  Kamtchatka ;  but,  although 
^as  ready  in  June,  it  was  not  until  the  5th  of 
1822,  that  the  anchor  was  weighed,  and,  with 
It  northern  breeze,  we  bade  adieu  to  Kamt- 
a.  As  we  steered  along  shore,  the  coast  of- 
a  lively  verdant  appearance,  no  snow  being 
e  except  on  the  elevated  peaks.  In  five  day» 
iached  the  latitude  of  Cape  Lopatka,  bearing 
ten  leagues.  At  the  close  of  the  day,  when 
situated^  and  with  a  light  air  from  xXi^  ^i^. 
'cjr  assumed  an  unusual  fiery  red,  in\x^^  ^^ 
hi  tinge  on  the  dark  fleeting  clouds,  Y^e^eoX.- 
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eil  a  most  sublime  •spect,  though  it  eyidently  fore- 
boded something  awfol.  The  constant  changes  in 
the  appearance  of  the  heavens  over  the  high  lands 
of  Kamtchatka  and  the  ishinds,  reminded  as  of  an 
Aorora  Boredis,  as  this,  as  in  the  real  Anroia,  had 
its  fiery  meteors  moving  about.  By  midnight  the 
wind  veered  to  S.W.  by  W^  and  nltimatdy  set- 
tied  in  a  heavy  gale  from  the  N.W. ;  tiie  last  bemg 
the  scene  of  the  roost  glowing  part  of  the  sky.  An 
immense  cloud  of  smoke  had  also  been  visible  for 
a  couple  of  days  in  the  N.N.W.  direction.  BefoR 
our  arrival  at  Okotsk,  it  had  been  ascertuned  that 
a  great  part  of  the  immense  forests  north  of  the  hay 
of  Avatcha  had  been  destroyed,  and  that  a  sefcre 
concussion  of  the  earth  had  taken  place  upon  the 
day  of  the  gale.  Fortunately  for  us  it  was  an  off- 
shore wind,  or  our  destruction  would  have  heca 
inevitable.  During  the  forty-eight  boors  that  ve 
were  lying-to  under  bare  poles,  we  were  driven  ts 
the  8.E.  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  owing 
partly  to  the  heavy  sea  which  drove  through  the 
Knrile  passages,  and  partly  to  a  strong  cunivt 
which  continually  sets  to  the  S.E.  through  the  hh 
patka  Straits.  It  is  this  current  which  renders  tb 
passage  to  and  from  Okotsk  much  more  tediiMi 
than  it  otherwise  would  be.  The  first,  orLopada 
Channel,  is  now  seldom  or  never  attempted,  owi^ 
to  the  repeated  accidents  which  have  happened  ts 
the  transports :  indeed,  there  is  now  an  oiderfro* 
the  Admiralty  to  the  contrary,  throwing  the  ob0 
upon  the  ofRcer  in  charge.  The  channel,  as  Isrtf 
I  am  able  to  judge,  is  not  half  so  dangerous  Bsri* 
narrow  as  that  of  the  Needles  at  the  Isle  of  Wi^ 
The  whole  ot  lVi\«Yve\sC\%^Wx^  d^^mands  a  surreyaf 
expedition,  as  weW  wa  ^t^OL\^^  «»^^t^\^^w«« 
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it;  for,  tUl  then,  imaginary  dangers  will  be  shunned, 
while  real  ones  remain  unknown. 

Driven  to  the  S.£.  4°  of  latitude  as  well  as  of 
longitude,  we  awaited  at  S.E.  a  gale,  when  we  were 
enabled,  with  good  management,  to  run  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  breakers,  though  in  the 
greatest  danger  of  suffering  shipwreck,  which 
would,  in  such  circumstances,  have  left  no  one  alive 
to  tell  the  dismal  tale.  The  vessel  was  crowded 
with  live  lumber,— men,  women,  and  children,  all 
with  horror  depicted  upon  their  countenances.  The 
situation  we  were  in  was  by  no  means  pleasant. 
Our  course  was  west ;  a  heavy  Kurilian  fog  at- 
tended us ;  we  had  already  passed  what  appeared 
two  islands,  but  which,  in  fact,  were  two  hills  on 
one  island.  Land  was  observable  a-head^  and  we 
hauled  up  S.W.,  going  eight  knots,  and  the  spray, 
at  this  time^  from  the  breakera,  within  fifty  yards 
of  us.  The  gale  veered  to  N.£. — observed  the 
land  again  from  S.S.W.  to  W. — hauled  up  S.S.E. 
land  still  a-head,  when  from  a  hard  gale  and  heavy 
sea  it  fell,  almost  miraculously,  calm,  and  we  found 
ourselves  in  smooth  water.  Fourteen  feet  were 
gained  by  the  lead,  and  the  anchor  was  thrown  out 
with  success.  The  night  proved  rainy,  dark,  and 
dismal,  but  we  held  on,  in  perfect  ignorance  of  our 
situation ;  latterly,  even  the  land  was  not  visible, 
though  the  breakers  were.  A  small  rock  lay  N. 
by  £.9  and  a  reef  .S.  by  £.,  extending  to  S.W.  The 
surf  from  the  island  extended  to  W.N.W.,  leaving 
ua  only  a  west  course  in  the  event  of  any  accident 
to  our  cables.  After  a  night  of  great  anxiety  and 
constant  attention  to  the  lead,  the  watches,  or  look- 
out,  being  equally  divided  between  the  command- 
er and  myself,  we  hailed  the  break  of  the  follow- 
ing morn  with  great  pleasure :  a  cloudl^M  ck)  &v^- 
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rorered  our  ntnation  to  have  been  such,  that  wh 
thing  bat  the  intenrention  of  Proyidence  ooald  htv« 
saved  a  single  life  on  board  the  Tesaely  if  the  gile 
had  continued.  We  had  no  alternative  betwiit 
straggling  through  breakers,  or  being  dashed  to 
pieces  against  rocky  precipices. 

The  large  bay  into  which  we  had  been  thn 
driven,  is  no  where  described  in  any  chart ;  wfaid 
is  the  more  extraordinary,  as  it  lies  near  the  pinH 
cipal  Kurile  channel.  It  is  to  this  hour  unknowB» 
for  we  did  not  survey  it,  although  it  has  been  piH* 
ed  within  a  few  miles  by  the  annual  transports  fat 
the  last  hundred  years.  Our  situation  proved  to 
be  on  the  S.E.  of  the  third  island,  and  S.  of  a  ktgB 
bay- in  the  centre  of  it.  Four  small  rocky  iilci 
bore  from  N.  to  N.E.  ^  N.  about  a  mile  distant; 
a  long  reef  had  its  extreme  east  point  E.N.E.  aboot 
nine  miles ;  the  hollow  in  the  centre  of  the  iile 
bore  N.  N.W.,  and  the  eastern  extreme  of  the  soatb- 
ern  shore  S.E.  ^  S. ;  while  a  sunken  rock  and  bank 
were,  from  us,  S.  by  E.  about  half  a  mile  distant; 
consequently  the  main-land  ran  from  N.E.  to  S.E. 
round  by  the  W.  There  was  plenty  of  warn  far 
our  vessel  all  round  us :  a  clear  channel  lay  round 
the  rock  to  the  S.  by  E.,  and  another  to  the  weit 
of  the  northern  reef,  distant  from  the  main-lud  , 
three  miles.  As  we  had  come  in,  there  must  ■•• 
cessarily  be  a  passage  out ;  and  that  passage  I  pM" 
posed  as  the  most  certain  by  which  to  get  mUf 
out.  The  latitude  at  noon  was  50°  26^,  and  tli» 
proper  entrance  to  the  bay  is  in  that  latitude^  bt> 
tween  the  long  reef,  nine  miles  from  the  brig's  tba 
station,  and  the  islands,  hauling  up  to  the  soolb^ 

and  thus  it  may  be  m«.de  a  safe  bay. 

We  hove  shoTt  \)ae  «:svd\at>  wA  ^vi<^^  close  t$ .   | 

the  hreakera ;  \et  %^  ^  ^^^^  «m^w  ^ffl.\^^V«s 


OKOTSK.  61 

lengthy  by  casting  the. right  way,  made  sail 
t  away.     The  S.£.  current,  and  the  tardi- 
f  the  crew,  were  still  to  be  borne  with,  as 
sed  parallel  to  the  reef  at  fifty  or  sixty  yards. 
ined  an  offing,  and  continued  to  beat  about 
lie  twentieth  day  from  our  leaving  Avatcha : 
t  day  we  passed  the  third  channel,  but  light 
y  airs  detained  us  till  the  twenty-fifth.   On 
ity-third  day  we  made  the  port  of  Okotsk^ 
ached  the  anchorage  of  the  outer  bay*     On 
irty-fourth  1  landed  in  a  ti«mendou8  surf,  at 
k  of  my  life.    Feeling  anxious  to  get  ashore, 
B  of  recalls  and  signals  I  passed  safely  through 
,  which  swallowed  up  six  out  of  twelve  of  a 
hat  also  subsequently  attempted  it ;  finding 
rf  near  me,  I  continued  straight  on,  while  the 
boat  attempted  to  turn,  and  reaped  the  dis* 
B  consequences.     The  chief  of  Kamtchatkai 
lis  family  and  my  wife,  landed  the  following 
pen  the  outer  beach ;  and  the  brig,  on  the 
readied  the  harbour  in  safety. 
an  this  relation  of  my  voyage,  I  should  feel 
y  pleased  if  I  could  draw  the  attention  of  the 
an  government  to  the  propriety  and  neces- 
not  only  of  surveying  generally  the  Kurile 
ISy  but  [mrticularly  those  extending  from  Cape 
dm  to  the  hititude  of  ^G"".    It  is  within  that 
MB  that  the  transports,  from  and  to  Okotsk 
Camtchatka,  pass  the  Kurile  straits.    I  had 
ion  last  year  to  notice  what  I  considered  an 
in  the  geographical  position  of  the  third  and 
I  Kurile  islands ;  this  year  I  repeated  my  oh- 
ions  with  somewhat  more  precision,  in  con- 
nce  of  the  light  airs  and  calms  which  attend- 
i  for  some  time.    The  latitude  of  the  fifth 
L.  II.  r 
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nland  is  cerUunly  wrong :  at  nooD,  on  the  24tb 
July,  O.S.,  we  were  in  latitude  49^^  S3^  at  which 
time  the  most  northern  part  of  the  island  boveW* 
by  N.  at  aboat  four  leagues ;  at  the  same  time  that 
the  island  lying  to  the  westward  of  it  was  one  point 
open  to  the  north.     This  could  not  have  been  the 
case  if  the  charts  had  been  correct :  every  allow- 
ance for  the  error  in  Admiral  Kmcensteme's  chart 
may,  howeyer,  be  passed  over  in  silence,  as  hedU 
not  survey  this  part,  nor,  indeed,  any  so  far  aofftL 
The  second  channel  is  certmnly  the  prefcnUe 
one,  when  bound  from  Okotsk  into  the  Eattoi 
Ocean,  because,  although  it  is  formed  by  fbir 
islands,  and  is  generally  attended  by  fogs,  it  em 
always  be  run  for,  as  a  fair  wind  la  a  dear  wnL 
Going,  however,  from  Kamtcbatka  to  OkotdK,  tha 
third  channel  is  the  better,  as  it  is  formed  hy  ta« 
lofty,  though  small,  islands,  and  haa  conBiden% 
less  fog  and  current.    Calms  or  galea,  heavy  fcf^ 
strong  and  changeable  currents,  prevail  m  thw 
seas,  and  render  the  navigation,  in  the  huA  ^   v 
those  generally  employed,  tedious  and  perikvi 
indecision  and  incapacity  marking  every  acL  Ik 
government  deserve  credit  for  their  late  libcfsSff 
in  settling  the  establishment  of  Okotsk :  stiD,  ha^ 
ever,  much  remains  to  be  done.     The  eneoooipf 
ment  held  out  to  young  officers,  to  induce  thiai* 
serve  in  this  part  of  the  world,  is  generooa;  krt 
there  is  yet  wanting  encouragement  to  offiosnw 
are  already  initiated  into  the  practical,  as  ml' 
theoretical,  part  of  a  seaman's  duty.    As  the  ctfi  fT 
is^  none  but  boys  from  the  college  are  sent;  ^^^ 
getting  the  command  of  a  vessel  before  the?  ^ 
even  been  a&oaX,  we^  o\A\\e<^d  to  confide  in  tha 
der  officeTs,  ttn^  «X\  w^iot^xTaJasstt.  ^mmi 
that  which  \a  entoce^  >b^  \«aVj  Y^^<&flM8fc5! 
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itardng  has  fotind  its  way  from  the  navy  of  Eng- 
and  to  that  of  the  Eastern  Ocean. 

Having  once  more  reached  the  continental  part 
if  Asia,  I  began  to  prepare  for  my  journey  to  Yak* 
itsk.  In  the  mean  time^  every  attention  and  kind- 
lets  was  renewed  to  me  by  my  old  friend,  the 
iaef  of  Okotsk,  and  his  amiable  lady.  Many  con- 
liderable  additions  and  improvements  to  the  town 
ind  port  had  been  made  during  my  absence.  The 
inilcUngs  belonging  to  the  American  Company  had 
leen  transported  from  the  ground  on  which  they 
rere  constructed,  to  the  new  town,  having  been 
immed  and  prepared  at  the  old  town,  on  account 
if  the  proximity  of  the  workmen,  as  well  as  the 
iifficulty  and  danger  in  crossing  the  mouth  of  the 
iarbour  during  summer.  A  new  brig  had  been 
mpared,  and  was  now  ready  to  launch.  Two 
irge  flats  had  been  built  for  transporting  flout 
leross  the  bay.  A  sort  of  custom  and  warehouse 
lad  been  erected,  for  the  use  of  the  merchants, 
he  receipts  of  which  are  given  to  the  support  of 
iie  poor ;  and  two  magnificent  magazines,  a  post* 
KNue,  and  other  buildings,  together  with  five  thou- 
tnd  large  trees  in  the  dock-yard,  have  been  add- 
id,  through  the  activity  of  Captain  Ushinsky.     I 

?  confidently  say,  that  were  the  same  industry 
knowledge  to  be  continued  in  operation  for 
Wb  years  longer,  Okotsk  would  not  cede  in  regu* 
■hy,  cleanliness,  or  durability  of  buildings,  to  any 
vooden  town  in  Siberia,  except  Bamaoule. 

It  is  a  pity  that  a  dry  dock  is  not  formed  for 
^ing  up  the  transports  during  the  winter.  The 
aeans  are  ample,  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  regular 
ide  Tery  considerable,  and  the  ultimate  advantages 
KB  incalculable.  The  duty  at  the  port  is  heavy^ 
inng  to  a  want  of  ofBc^n,  artificers,  and  aoAVonnu 
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The  correspondence  with  Irkutsk  is  enongb  for  a 
government,  much  more  for  so  small  a  place.  Two 
vessels  belonging  to  the  American  Companv  v- 
rlved  dmring  my  stay  in  Okotsk,— -one  in  b^M^ 
and  the  other  almost  empty,  having  bultwothoii" 
sand  river-otters  on  board.  It  is  incomprehemiUo 
why  this  body  do  not  fit  out  small  craft  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  seals  on  and  round  the  Us  of 
Ayon ;  its  distance  from  Okotsk  is  about  one  ban* 
drad  and  fifty  miles,  and  the  interval  would,  no 
doubt,  be  the  most  thriving  scene  of  their  advea- 
tures.  Who  is  the  director  of  the  conoeni  I  kaov 
not ;  but  I  am  quite  certain,  that,  by  visiting  the 
establishment  once  in  three  years,  he  might  de 
much  good,  and  prevent  more  robbery. 

Being  fully  prepared  for  my  joumev  to  Takiiikv 
distant,  in  a  direct  line,  seven  or  eight  hvadn' 
miles,  we  departed  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  d 
August,  a  very  late  period  of  the  year,  croeaif 
the  Great  Bay,  and  encamping  for  the  nidrt  il 
Bulgeine,  near  the  remains  of  an  old  hospitaI|tha 
in  a  fine  situation,  but  lately  removed  to  a  woae 
one  in  the  town.     It  ought  at  least  to  be  rtiU 
used  for  those  who  are  in  a  convalescent  stsM^ 
having  the  advantage  of  a  better  air,  some  nge* 
tables,  and  plenty  of  milk-  The  following  msniiV  Jj 
our  caravan  amounted  to  near  two  hundred  boo* 
I  had  thirteen,  besides  a  couple  of  tents,  one  te 
my  guides  and  Cossack,  the  other  for  m3rse]£  R<^ 
visions  were  laid  in  for  six  weeks,  as  nothing  iiii* 
be  procured  upon  the  road  except  flesh  meat.  Hf 
present  situation  upon  leaving  Okotsk  vai  ^ 
different  from  the  kist  to  escape  my  obserriti*  -^ 
Then,  I  was  w«ii^«tvii^^Qiu\.^^ue^  careless  ef  ^  J) 
past,  tmc^nceiued^w  xJk^^^VM^i^cAOfi^ 
creation,  akive  01A7  Xo  x>aft  Yc^s«i&\iwa 
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&  young  wife  to  protect  through  an  execrable  jour- 
ney on  horseback,  and  exposed  to  the  severity  of 
winter,  I  felt,  and  felt  deeply,  that  prudence  and 
foresight  were  peculiarly  necessary.  She,  who  had 
only  seen  three  or  four  horses  in  her  lifp,  was  con- 
sequently not  a  little  terrified ;  but  what  will  not 
perseyerance  orercome  ?  The  difficulties  she  en- 
coantered,l  this  and  the  subsequent  journeys, 
were  such  as  would  have  shaken  the  most  robust, 
and  bore  very  hard  upon  her  delicate  frame ;  yet 
it  is  but  justice  and  truth  to  say,  that  in  no  part 
of  our  journey  did  she  express  a  murmur ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  more  real  or  apparent  the  difficulties 
to  contend  with,  the  more  willing  and  reconciled 
L  found  her  to  brave  them. 

From  Bulgeine  we  made  ten  miles,  halting  on 
die  banks  of  the  Okota.  Our  route  thence  lay 
over  a  well-wooded,  but  swampy,  coimtry.  At 
thkty  miles  we  parted  from  the  amiable  chief  of 
Kamtchatka,  who  was  about  to  return  to  the 
peninsula,  in  company  with  his  successor,  agree- 
ably to  orders  from  St  Petersburg ;  which  enact, 
*^  toat  no  governor  nor  other  officer  shall  quit  his 
post  until  his  successor  shall  have  arrived."  This 
is  a  regulation  which  will  have  a  very  salutary  ef- 
feet  over  Siberia.  It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted 
that  the  Siberian  law,  which  forbids  <<  father  and 
•on,  uncles  and  nephews,  or  brothers,  serving  to- 
setber,"  is  in  no  way  attended  to ;  at  least,  where 
mgh  rank  is  concerned.  The  late  governors  of 
Irkutsk  and  Yakutsk  were  father  and  son,  the  lat- 
ter holding  both  Yakutsk  and  Okotsk ;  the  late 
nvemor- general  of  Siberia  and  the  governor  of 
Tobolsk  were  also  brothers ;  and  although  I  do 
not  mean  the  smallest  imputation  against  their  c\\^- 
tacters^  stiJJ  I  maintain  that  a  beneficial  TegjuNsXAOTi 

f2 
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ia  injadidouBly  set  aaide. — ^To  return  to  my  j<mr- 
ncy :  the  third  day  we  reached  Meta  on  the  Okotoi 
and  I  enjoyed  highly  the  very  fine  scenery  aiboBt 
it.  On  the  fonrth  day,  what  with  rising  kte  aid 
lialung  early,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  UBm, 
of  whom  there  were  six  in  onr  caravan,  we  mdo 
bat  twenty  miles,  and  encamped  npon  the  budGi 
of  the  Urak,  which  I  shall  remember  equally  with 
the  Arko ;  the  former  for  endangering  the  Ufe  ti 
my  wife,  and  the  latter,  of  my  own.  My  wife 
had  a  good  horse,  bnt  had  imprudently  ezdwaged 
it  to  try  a  second,  and  a  worse.  She  was  thm 
with  such  violence  as  to  lie  for  twelve  hours  min^ 
less  and  speechless ;  but,  thanks  to  'Proindeaotai 
to  two  sons  of  .^Bscalapius,  who  were  jounmc 
with  us,  she  recovered  in  a  great  degree,  tbow 
she  has  ever  since  been  liable  to  a  pain  in  theiipt 
temple.  The  next  forenoon  we  resumed  waff^ 
ney  along  a  picturesque  valley,  watered  by  Ai 
Urak,  which  we  forded  nine  times  in  a  ditlW 
of  forty  miles.  The  country,  like  the  nuBNit* 
islands  in  the  river,  was  well  covered  with  poph* 
and  birches,  intermixed  with  larches.  The  n*- 
ber  of  rivers  and  branches  of  rivers  that  are  kM 
and  passed  upon  the  journey  from  Yakntikli 
Okotsk,  is  quite  inconceivable.  Captain  MiMBkf 
told  me  there  were  not  less  than  a  thousand;  af 
of  them  requiring  much  presence  of  mind,nAs 
spirit  accustomed  to  danger,  on  the  part  of  ik* 
traveller,  to  enable  him  to  attempt  what  wevi*  A" 
daily  compelled  to  undertake,  or  pass  ourfifvi'f^ 
Eastern  Siberia — ^rather  a  hard  lot,  whatever  J  Mff^ 
think  of  the  enjoyments  to  be  had  in  Cental'l^, 
Western  SVbervau  fki\ 

We  now  gotVnVo\\i<fc\K3cA^^^w\\\«wiM 
ciolly  of  cwranto  >  X>aft  \j»RNi&  ^l\w»a»  vii' 
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were  ako  discemible.  We  passed  the  half-way- 
house  to  Krestova,  and  following  a  route  through 
a  forest  of  fine  timber,  pitched  our  tents,  and  re- 
ceived the  first  real  salutation  of  winter  in  a  heavy 
fidl  of  snow ;  this  was  on  the  2d  of  September, 
Om  S.  Thus,  in  one  short  night,  from  the  beauties 
of  autumn,  we  were  involved  in  the  dreariness  of 
winter.  The  following,  a  tremendous  stormy  day, 
we  made,  with  great  difficulty,  twenty  miles,  and 
reached  a  halting  place  half  frozea,  and  more  than 
half  drowned,  from  the  frequent  necessity  of  fording 
lakes  and  rivers.  Our  halting  place  was  near  a 
deep  swamp,  which  was  perilously  waded  by  the 
whole  party.  The  weather  next  day  was  such,  that 
we  remained  in  our  tents,  and  employed  ourselves 
in  drying  our  clothes,  &c.  after  which  we  bade  adieu 
to  the  Urak,  which  rises  not  far  hence,  and  falls 
into  the  sea  of  Okotsk,  not  far  south  of  the  city,  at 
the  salt  work  establishment.  We  reached,  in  a- 
bard  frost,'  the  river  Udoma,  where  we  were  de- 
tained, owing  to  the  late  snows  and  rains  having 
swollen  the  river  to  an  unusual  size.  I  had  suc- 
ceeded in  crossing,  but  my  horse  not  being  in  a 
condition  to  take  me  back,  I  could  not  return,  and 
was  thus  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  party  for  the 
night.  An  axe  being  always  suspended  from  my 
saddle,  and  a  flint  and  steel  being  always  round 
my  waist,  I  made  a  good  fire,  and  passed  the  night 
as  well  as  could  be  expected.  At  the  halting  place, 
we  met  with  a  priest  going  to  Okotsk ;  he  had 
been  forty-six  days  upon  the  road,  owing  to  the 
overflowed  state  of  the  country.  There  are  times 
when  seventy  and  eighty  days  are  necessary  to 
perform  the  journey,  the  rate  of  progress  being 
confined  to  five  and  six  miles  a-day« 
With  much  labour,  and  considerable  vp^i^eiTir 
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ftion  on  tlie  part  of  the  women,  we  next  day  cran* 
ed  Udoma,  my  wife  being  towed  over  tbe  stKUi 
on  horseback  by  two  Yakut  guides.  Seven  mikr 
beyond,  we  reached  Udoma  Cross,  where  an  un- 
der officer  of  tlie  Cossadks  resides,  with  a  few  Y»- 
kati ;  the  station  series  for  a  post- house,  hu  alio 
a  magazine  of  flonr,  and  the  person  in  charge  bsi 
the  command  of  a  great  number  of  YakatL  III 
situation  is  bleak  and  exposed,  but  is  adTsntageoM 
on  account  of  the  fish  and  game,  as  well  as  fna 
having  tlie  most  beautiful  pastures  in  its  neigh* 
boarhood.  From  Udoma  Cross  there  is  a  wattr 
com  manication  to  Yakutsk,  by  means  of  the  Udonii 
wliich  falls  into  the  Aldan ;  the  latter  of  wUchr 
ultimately  enters  the  Lena.  This  aquatic  cob- 
munication  is  not  so  much  attended  to  as  fooM^ 
ly,  when  all  the  stores  for  Captains  Behring^i  ui 
fiillings'  expeditions  were  thus  forwarded  withiM' 
cess.  It  wonld  seem  that  the  Russian  govenoMil 
are  not  now  so  forward  as  formerly  in  patromaV 
water  communications ;  indeed,  the  only  pefsot 
in  the  Russian  empire  who  has  persisted  in  9ifi^ 
ing  the  power  of  steam,  is  an  Englishman  at  St 
Petersburg;  and  he  has  a  ten  years'  ezdsM 
privilege  on  all  rivers,  lakes,  canals,  &c  It  ii  ii 
be  hoped,  when  Mr  Baird's  time  shall  have  eip 
red,  the  government  will  undertake  it  on  the  vi^  1. 
liberal  and  extensive  scale.  The  whole  distue*  Ii 
from  Yakutsk  to  Okotsk  might  be  accompliM  || 
by  large  canoes,  except  the  passage  of  one  chaiiif  || 
mountains,  which  confine  the  Arko,  a  large  strov  li^ 
nniting  with  the  Okota.  The  whole  distance  fn*  h 
hence  to  the  Aldan  by  the  Udoma  is  six  huodn'  »^ 
miles,  wb\\e  t\\e  dvceex  coxn^^S&^^w^^ue  haodn'  li^ 
and  eighty;  t\vft ^o^«^ft\^>>CLWi«s^T^T^«ev^^ 

five  or  six  day*.  '  ^ 
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We  procured  at  Udoma  a  supply  of  fresh  meat 
and  wild  berries ;  and  having  fed  the  horses  well, 
and  rested  them  for  a  coaple  of  days,  we  resumed 
tjbe  journey  towards  Alack  Youna,  a  distance  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  part  of  which  lay 
over  half-frozen  rivers  and  swamps,  along  a  pictu- 
resque valley.  The  first  day  our  party  lost  three 
horses  by  excess  of  fatigue,  and  from  the  ice  giving 
way  under  them.  The  country  was  well  wooded, 
and,  as  we  continued,  some  tall  firs  were  seen 
mixed  with  the  larches  and  alders.  We  continued 
■kmg  the  valley,  making  from  fifteen  to  thirty-five 
miles  per  day.  The  cold  had  increased  to  6°  of  Reau- 
mur. The  fifteenth  day  we  reached  the  Outchakan. 
Our  halting-place  commanded  a  most  magnificent 
panorama  of  mountain  scenery ;  the  river  branched 
ant  into  numerous  shallow  channels,  whose  rippling, 
joined  to  the  murmur  of  the  wind  against  the  trees, 
adds  a  pensive  air  to  the  sublimity  of  the  scene. 
The  hills  rise  one  above  another  in  a  regular  suc- 
ceasion,  to  a  great  height,  and  the  whole  appears 
cme  of  the  most  secluded  and  desolate  spots  I  have 
ever  witnessed.  In  so  cold  a  place  I  never  saw  so 
much  and  such  fine  timber,  which,  lying  at  the  foot 
of  the  hills  on  the  north  side  of  the  numerous  val- 
lejrs,  and  gradually  diminishing  as  they  reach  the 
moiv  exposed  places,  give  an  air  of  picturesque 
beauty,  seldom  to  be  met  with  in  so  high  a  lati- 
tude. All  was  still  save  the  murmur  of  the  waters 
and  of  the  trees  ;  not  a  voice  was  to  be  heard,  nor 
a  creature  to  be  seen,  but  of  our  own  party ;  no 
fire,  not  even  a  charity  yourte — in  short,  nothing 
to  greet  the  arrival  of  the  weary  traveller  in  a  spot 
where  eternal  winter  reigns.  A  cold  north  wind 
tar  ever  sweeps  through  the  valley,  destroying  si- 
moat  every  species  of  vegetation ;  and  aucb  \&  ^^ 


-  -.T.-f!2ii*  r^ror  :c  ihtt  cliznate,  that  «o1id  mmta 
>  'e  !•  V  :•*  ««f<£i  erva  13  she  months  of  Jdyud 
A  xiri»c  ^V  .iiea  w-«  cxvMed  the  centre  of  the  tiL- 
H-.-  ^M  utf  r.r^r.  zbe  :bennometer  stood  at  16^ 
n'  .'. f'&^ HIT  « 'T>»s.  i^'i  the  ice-banks  on  the  rifer 
k-f^  :v«*a:v  in-i  t4re'~»:i'-foaT  inches  thick.  To 
.  iKf  :«*•. :£":<£»  jc  piLl'jisophic  mind  this  may  be  a  HK 
•^'T^iz^  lie  wurv4  oc  the  world  being  certainly  ftr 
'^im•2^v^z  frjoi  :;.  as.  during  nine  months  in  it 
vfjT.  inKkin:c  bs"  a  mondily  post-Cossack  coiM 
v-.^ji^  foce  Biile«  <iZ  ::.  We  lost  four  hoiaei  fnm 
•Jue  tfz5ev'»  oc  toe  frwi*  and  resumed  the  jonney  V 
we  «:i9c.vi.  aloc^  a  sacces^ion  of  Talleys,  for  twenty 
zLi^es^  vaec  we  bal:ed  a:  the  foot  of  a  tremendoH 
rav-se.  foniwc  by  two  hi^h  mountainoiu  pRci- 
7<OM^  We  lo6;  nre  more  horses,  though  good 
p*sk»:3nf  W45  :o  be  hid,  every  thing  bearing  the  moit 
w.s:r\-  apoearmce. 

Hrzioecorth  oar  pn.vre»s  became  tediou,  nnovr 
tara.  and  rery  I^bonous,  as  the  remaining  bono 
were  so  Learily  laden.     We  entered  the  nextdiy 
«»  the  r-^Iey  and  river  of  Anchekon  amidst  nnck 
snow,  bat  in  warmer  weather.  On  the  13th  (25A) 
September,  we  crossed  an  elevated  chain  ot  hih 
whose  precipitous  or  s:eep  ascents  gave  ne  mock 
trouble :  these  hills  separate  the  two  govenuncBM 
or*  Yakutsk  and  Okotsk.     We  reached  the  livcr 
Atchaii,  which  falls  into  the  Youna,  receiving iIm 
the  Anchekon.  and  nhimately  all  uniting  in  tki 
Aldan.  Lena,  ami  Frozen  Sea.     It  was  late  wki  . 
we  reached  the  post  station,  called  Alack  YO04   L 
haviuiT  come  twenty-five  miles  of  most  eieciiHi  I 
road.  L 

The  couiitTV  \iovc  ^ssRimt^  ^\siQt^  Iwely  «w^  P*  J  4 
*^ — le  ap^ewaxvcft.    Y*Av^  't^iv^'K^  ^\  Na^^iSi^  5^ 
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UMlure  plain  lay  before  us,  and  abundance 
nber  and  hay- stacks  was  every  where  to  be 
This  is,  indeed,  an  eligible  place  for  a  post- 
•9  which  is  established  on  the  left,  or  south, 
of  the  river.  We  had  staid  two  days  to  re- 
man and  beast,  and  on  the  15th  (27th)  reach- 
.  fifteen  miles,  a  narrow  defile,  where  we  as- 
id  and  descended  six  steep  and  dangerous 
after  which  we  halted  on  the  banks  of  the 
ui,  which  also  unites  with  the  Aldan.  Rising 
the  following  morning,  we  made  thirty  miles, 
1  of  which  were  along  a  narrow  and  deep 
iy  and  the  other  half  over  three  steep  and 
nountain-passes,  the  summits  of  which  afford- 
most  extensive,  but  dreary,  prospect.  The 
iometer,  at  the  most  elevated  point,  stood  at 
f  frost.  Having  crossed  the  mountains,  we 
sd  the  land  of  evergreens — the  pine  and  fir — 
«eable  relief  to  eyes  which  had  so  long  dwelt 
thing  but  desolation. 

aving  the  Konkui  to  the  right,  along  the  banks 
ich  is  the  proper  route,  we  crossed,  at  ten 
an  elevated  mountain  range.  We  had  adopt- 
8  route  in  consequence  of  the  lateness  of  the 
1,  as  there  are  in  that  river  forty-six  places 
forded,  a  task  which  our  horses,  in  their  pre- 
state,  could  not  perform.  We  made  near 
miles,  but  the  baggage  did  not  arrive  until 
ght,  twenty-three  horses  being  knocked  up, 
X  more  having  dropped  dead  on  the  road.  I 
not  but  pity  the  distress  of  the  poor  Yakuti, 
ag  thus  compelled  to  forsake  their  favourite 
.  which  would  not  have  been  so  severely  felt,' 
f  could  have  taken  away  the  carcaseft  iox  ^^t^- 
r;  wBDy  of  these  honen  were  in  a  ^ood  %\aXA^ 
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bat  became  frozen  in  the  morasses,  and  were  deMi 
by  morning. 

We  met  the  post  from  Yakatsk,  and,  in  the 
conrse  of  an  hoar  more,  we  were  overtaken  by  diil 
from  Okotsk ;  the  latter  had  been  encowitered  by 
a  bear,  which  had  destroyed  most  of  the  letten  ttd 
papers.    The  Joamal  of  Captain  Vaasilieff'i  Ex- 
pedition, in  particnhur,  had  suffered  much.  Thane 
was  also  a  considerable  sun  of  paper  money  in  Ae 
post,  bnt  this  happily  escaped  injury.  We  reschei 
Tchomoi  Liess,  or  Black  Wood,  the  following  d^; 
The  road  was  at  first  along  the  little  river  CU- 
dalka,  and  then  on  the  White  RiYer,  both  moAf 
with  the  Aldon,  until  we  reached  Chekon(%  tf 
the  Weeping  Country,  so  called  from  the  Yabli 
losing  so  many  horses  in  its  swampy  and  half-fresA 
marshes  ;  out  of  my  thirteen,  four  were  knocU  l| 
up.     The  pasture  is  good,  but  the  horses  tnM&C  J| 
it  are  embayed  in  the  deep  swampy  part  lo  Inf 
that  the  frost  fastening  on  and  penetrating  tktf  .. 
feet,  causes  their  certain  death.    The  stenA  ta  1^ 
the  dead  carcasses  is,  at  times,  distinctly  perap  1^ 
tible ;  and  the  carcasses  of  the  numerons  iiaa*  f  ^ 
thus  frozen  attract  many  bears  to  the  phoe-  ^  ft 
Black  Wood,  there  is  a  post-house,  magaiiM  ^  1!^ 
flour,  and  three  yourtes,  in  an  open  countiy,  4f  '^* 
miles  from  the  Aldan. 

From  this  great  loss  of  horses,  I  was  MaffiJ^  . 
forward  my  wife  on  in  charge  of  the  dmattAt^  g^r 
remain  to  bring  up  the  baggage,  and  bnytf'  Pu 
change  horses  as  could  best  be  done,  for  tbe  ^  frc^ 
fit  of  my  YakutL  I  remained  for  thirty-six^  P^rr 
bargaining,  and,  at  lengthy  having  proqifrf  jf  F^^  . 
fresh  horses,  ovcttook  the  party  l^fore  ^^  S^h  [ 

cd  the  Aldan.  *!^V\Qi\«a\.\wwi\^j-^N^^«a»«»|<CJfthi^ 
a  continual  vjooOi^iii  cao.wNVi>Ssv\s«sc\'^^>j^«^ 
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wretched  a  condition,  that  it  is  dangerous  for  horses 
to  go  by  it ;  the  country  was  a  most  dreary,  low, 
swampy,  and  brush- wood  place.  A  good  ferry  the 
next  day  took  us  across  the  Aldan,  at  a  part  which 
is  three  quarters  of  a  mile  broad.  Afterwards, 
over  a  well-wooded  and  picturesque  country,  we 
reached  a  most  comfortable  yourte,  twenty-five 
miles  beyond  the  river.  We  now  began  to  feel 
the  effects  of  fatigue  and  cold,  and  continual  ex- 
poflEore  to  the  open  air.  When  I  say  we^  I  should 
except  myself,  for  I  never  was  better  or  more  con- 
tented ;  but  I  considered  the  situation  of  the  fe« 
male?  on  horseback,  with  15^  to  18^  of  frost,  with- 
out a  hut  or  covering  to  receive  them,  and  pass- 
ing the  night  in  the  snow,  as  no  ordinary  circum- 
stances. To  me  a  tent  has  less  of  pleasantness 
than  the  open  air,  as  affording  a  sort  of  stoppage 
to  the  snow  drift ;  which  circumstance,  wherever 
there  are  fires,  renders  every  thing  uncomfortably 
damp ;  therefore  I  preferred  lying  down  to  wind- 
ward of  a  fire,  changing  sides,  as  one  became  frozen 
or  the  other  roasted.  The  season  was,  however^ 
so  far  advanced,  that  we  apprehended  the  danger 
of  being  detained  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Lena 
for  a  month  or  more ;  it  was  therefore  resolved  to 
posh  on. 

From  the  Aldan  the  country  becomes  a  fine  and, 
open  park-scenery;  many  interesting  prospects. 
smke  the  attention  of  the  traveller,  and  the  quan- 
tity of  cattle  is  a  sensible  relief.  We  reached,  and 
were  ferried  over  the  Amgha,  a  large  stream  uni- 
ting with  the  Aldan.  Passing  many  lakes,  abound- 
ing with  a  small  but  delicious  carp,  we  reached, 
on  the  third  day,  a  post-house,  where  we  procu- 
red kibitkis.  The  severe  frost,  and  heav^  i«\\^  o^ 
iaow,  combined  with  the  fiatucHS  of  t\ie  co\xiiUN[ 

VOI^,  11.  G  'i 
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over  which  our  future  track  lay,  rendered  the  jour- 
ney more  expeditious  and  agreeable ;  and  we  were 
enabled  to  reach  two  stations,  or  forty  miles,  over 
a  country  not  xmaptly  termed,  as  far  as  regards 
scenery,  the  Siberian  Caucasus  ;  for,  although  not 
so  elevated,  the  scenery  is  most  romantic,  and  car- 
ries  with  it  many  rural  charms,  not  to  be  looked 
for  in  such  a  part  of  the  world.  The  inhabitants, 
who  are  all  Yakuti,  I  found,  at  every  part  of  my 
journey,  civil,  obliging,  and  hospitable ;  and  if  we 
met  one  who  was  knowing,  cunning,  or  knavish, 
and  accused  of  being  such,  he  woidd  readily  re- 
tort, by  asking.  Who  taught  the  Yakuti  to  be 
knaves  ? 

Horses  had  now  become  so  scarce,  that  our  ba^f- 
gage  was  drawn  by  oxen.  For  my  own  share,  out 
of  thirteen  horses,  only  one  was  able  to  reach  Yap 
kutsk.  I  mention  the  circumstance,  that  my  read- 
ers may  be  fully  aware  what  a  terrible  undertaking 
it  is  for  the  traveller,  and  what  a  cruel  one  upon 
the  unhappy  Yakut,  and  still  more  unhappy  horse. 

The  foity  miles  we  made  the  following  day, 
placed  within  our  reach  a  flour-magazine,  a  grog- 
shop, and  a  pedlar's  stall.  There  are  many  Yaknti 
settled  in  the  neighbourhood,  abundance  of  homed 
cattle  are  every  where  to  be  seen,  and  the  quantity 
of  hay  collected  for  them  is  prodigious.  We  had 
now  but  eighty  miles  left,  forty  of  which  were  ac- 
complished on  the  27th  of  September,  O.  S^  ofer 
a  low,  flat,  swampy  country ;  after  which,  throogli 
a  crowded  forest,  we  reached  the  banks  of  the 
Lena.  The  latter  part  of  this  day's  journey  re- 
minded me  of  Old  England ;  the  very  regular  fences 
and  hedges  presenting  an  appearance  of  economy 
and  thrift  which  I  had  not  mtnessed  for  a  ]oo|[ 
time.     Upon  v\i^  \^\.  qI  0^\.<Qll!k%r^  we  reached  tk 


YAKUTSK.  75 

ity  of  Yakntsk,  at  a  time  when  the  river  was  al- 
dost  impassable  from  the  quantity  of  heavy  float- 
ig  ice.  Good  and  comfortable  quarters  had  been 
repared  for  me  through  the  kindness  of  the  chief, 
rho  had  recently  arrived.  I  discharged  my  Ya- 
nti,  Well  satisfied  with  their  conduct,  although  two 
f  them,  and  the  Cossack,  managed  to  consume, 
idependent  of  four  quarters  of  their  ox-beef,  and 
ue  horse,  which  was  killed,  ten  poods  of  beef,  or 
ear  four  hundred  weight.  It  may  not  be  impro- 
BFy  in  this  stage,  to  give  some  idea  of  the  charac- 
sr  of  the  Yakuti,  and  of  their  numbers. 

They  are  evidently  of  Tartar  origin,  as  their  lan- 
aage  is  understood  by  the  Tartars  of  Kazan.  Their 
>inplexion  is  a  light  copper  colour ;  they  are  ge« 
3Tally  of  low  stature,  with  more  regular  and  plea- 
D^  features  than  the  Tongousi ;  they  are  more 
ispitable,  good  tempered,  and  orderly,  but  nei- 
ler  so  honest  nor  so  independent ;  they  have  a 
nrility,  a  tameness,  and  a  want  of  character, 
hich  assimilates  them,  in  some  measure,  to  the 
sspicable  Kamtchatdales.  The  more  a  Yakut  is 
iaten,  the  more  he  will  work ;  touch  a  Tongousi, 
id  no  work  will  be  got  from  him.  The  Yakuti 
e  very  ingenious,  and  excellent  mechanics ;  they 
ake  tneir  own  knives,  guns,  kettles,  and  various 
ya  utensils.  They  are  patient  under  fatigue,  and 
\n  resist  great  privations.  They  are,  like  the 
ongoasi,  great  gluttons,  but  subsist  mostly  upon 
ivse-flesh  ;  a  mare  being  considered  by  them  as 
M)  greatest  delicacy,  but  never  slaughtered  except 
L  sacrifice  to  a  shamane. 

'iiieir  riches  consist  in  large  herds  of  horses  and 
orned  cattle,  besides  an  abundance  of  the  finest 
id  most  valuable  furs.    They  also  carry  on  ^  cou- 
derable  trade  among  themselves,  and  som^  cA 
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ence^in  daring  winter.     The  heat  in  the  yonrte 
8  preserved  by  means  of  the  snow,  which  becomes 
lardened  to  such  a  degree  as  to  resist  the  fire  and 
(moke  from  the  chimney ;  blocks  of  ice  are  placed 
n  the  sides  of  their  abodes,  instead  of  glass,  and 
lervc  as  windows ;  they  give  a  clear  transparent 
ight ;  though  sometimes  bladders  or  oiled  paper, 
m  well  as  a  particular  species  of  fossil,  called  Vi- 
xam  Ruthenicum  Maria,  glass,  or  talc,  serve  for 
ihe  same  purpose.     Three  sides  of  the  interior  are 
livided  into  partitions,  two  or  three  people  living 
n  each,  according  to  the  size  of  the  family,  and  are 
used  as  bed  places ;  they  are  three  or  four  feet  wide, 
ind  ten  long.     In  the  centre  is  the  hearth  and 
diimney,  formed  by  upright  sticks,  plastered  on  the 
inside.     The  wood  is  placed  in  an  upright  direc- 
tion OB  the  hearth,  and  the  fire  is  kept  up  constant- 
ly day  and  night.     The  state  apartment,  and  of 
coarse  that  occupied  by  the  chief  guest,  is  the  far- 
thest from  the  door,  and  immediately  imder  the 
image.     The  odour  from  the  cow-house,  although 
disagreeable,  is  considered  very  healthfiil,  and  far 
preferable  to  mixing  with  thirty  or  forty  people^ 
M^hose  stench  and  fith  are  inconceivable.     With 
only  a  few  inmates,  and  additional  cleanliness,  I 
consider  a  Yakut  dwelling  to  be  extremely  conve- 
nient, and  peculiarly  fresh  and  wholesome.  Their 
Idtchen  utensils  are  not  numerous ;  a  large  iron 
kettle  or  boiler,  a  large  tea-kettle,  and  a  few  wood- 
en bowls  and  spoons,  with  still  fewer  earthen  jars^ 
i|nd  a  knife  for  each  person,  constitute  the  wnole* 
The  richer  Yakut  may  have  a  samavar,  or  tea-urn, 
and  perhaps,  in  such  case,  a  tea-pot  also,  but,  in 
general,  the  tea  is  made  in  the  kettle.    TVver^  \)a& 
no  plates,  hut^  taking  a  lai^e  piece  of  beei  \n  l^^vc 
Je/tiaod,  tbey  secure  it  with  their  teelYi,  «ft!3L\}ftK»- 
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cut  away  as  much  with  the  right  as  will  fill  the 
month  ;  some  warm  melted  butter  finishes  the  re* 
past,  when  the  pipe  and  tobacco  come  in  as  a  des- 
sert. 

The  population  of  the  goyemment  of  Yakutsk, 
as  appears  by  the  official  return,  is  as  foIlowB  :— 
In  the  circle  or  commissariat  of 


Males. 

Yakutek 42,853  44,193 

TheKoljma .       2,384  2,ld& 

ViUuifsky 17,477  17,4W 

Zavhiveraky 5,168  ^I 

Olekminsk 4,539  4,44$ 

Convicts  and  white  people,  &c  in  the  dif- 
ferent commissariats       23,230  19,905 

95,651    93,019 

Total    .     .     .     188,667 

Of  these  probably  abont  one  hundred  and  tbirtf 
thousand  are  Yaknti,  the  rest  Tongousi,  or  Laonit- 
ki,  and  Rassians. 

Again  settled  in  Yakutsk,  I  had  time  to  mO^ 
about  and  see  all  that  is  worth  seeiug.     If  myfiv^ 
mer  opinion  of  it  was  bad,  it  is  now  worse ;  ^ 
only  alteration  being,  that  some  of  the  chnrdw^ 
and  the  monastery,  have  been  white- washed.  Tk** 
are  about  a  dozen  respectable-lookiug  houses,  tb 
inmates  of  which  are  not  even  on  speaking  ten|** 
with  one  another.     The  little  charm  there  wis* 
the  society  of  the  place  during  the  reign  of  Cafrti* 
Minitsky,  is  now  entirely  dissipated.  There  is  i*^ 
no  difference  between  fast  and  feast  days,aiKl»' 
number  of  the  "^^aiXAft^  w\d  opinions  in  the  dtf' 
aJrnost  eqnal  to  tWx.  ol  ^^\T^!i»i«k\ax^^     Cap** 
Minitsky  kept  ^\\\>w\x»^iV>'wv\VciTc\^s^ 
possible  incentive  to  ^od^t^*    V^^  ^^^  -^^a^^ 
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the  proper  chief  for  the  city  of  Yakutsk.    The  pre- 
sent amiable  governor  is  a  widowa: ;  a  circum- 
stance which  cannot  fail  of  rendering  him  unpopu- 
lar with  the  fair  sex,  which  includes  a  great  num- 
ber of  sprightly  and  handsome  girls.     Probably  no 
place  has  better  means  for  forming  agreeable  even- 
ing parties  than  Yakutsk ;  and  yet  it  seems  that 
the  envy  and  jealousy  entertained  against  indivi- 
dual members  of  each  other's  families,  are  so  pre- 
▼alenty  that  one  merchant  will  not  associate  with 
another;  all  seems  distrust  and  intrigue-— each  aim- 
ing to  become  the  chiefs  favourite  merchant,  for, 
upon  that  circumstance,  much  consequence  is  at- 
tached.    The  number  and  the  wealth  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  are  such,  that  a  chief,  by  a  wise, 
liberal,  and  independent  policy,  may  amass  a  very 
considerable  fortime.     It  is  not  long  since  that  a 
governor  kept  open  house;  his  table  was  at  all 
times  laid  for  twenty,  and  the  evenings  were  pass- 
ed at  cards  and  billiards.    No  Yakut  from  a  distant 
village  entered  his  house  without  receiving  his  day  s 
food,  a  dram,  [a  pound  of  tobacco,  and  a  night's 
lodging.     The  result  was,  that  when  his  birth  or 
saint's  day  arrived,   the   merchants  and  Yakut 
princes  agreed  that  he  had  a  noble  heart,  that  he 
spent  mwe  money  than  he  received,  and  that,  there- 
forsy  it  was  necessary  to  reimburse  him  ;  and,  in- 
stead of  receiving  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  rou- 
bles* worth  of  sluns  upon  the  day  of  his  feast,  he 
received  probably  forty  thousand ;  and,  by  these 
spontaneous  offerings  of  tbe  inhabitants,  he  is  said 
to  have  gone  away  the  richest  chief  ever  known. 
His  name  I  shall  not  consider  myself  at  liberty  to 
mention,  as  I  believe  he  is  still  living. 

Nothing  noticeable  occurred  to  us  V\eTe)m\\i\)ci<b 
exception  of  a  few  visits  I  made  to  HtMt  c\£ift^)  ^sA 
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also  to  Mrs  Rikord,  in  whose  company  we^bad 
come  from  Okotsk.  She  resided  with  a  Mr  Paul 
Berezin,  the  most  liberal  and  agreeable  man  in  the 
city,  from  whom  I  received  every  attention :  in- 
deed, I  was  considered  an  acceptable  guest  in  every 
part  of  the  city ;  each  individual  had  somethmg  to 
tell  me  of  scandal,  and,  if  I  visited  one  more  than 
another,  it  was  certain  to  get  me  into  momentary 
disgrace ;  but  I  must  do  them  the  justice  to  say,  that, 
by  a  little  good  and  amiable  policy,  a  fair  society 
may  in  a  short  period  be  formed  in  Yakutsk.  I 
have  seldom  seen  a  place  where  the  comforts  and 
necessaries  of  life  were  more  abundant  or  cheaper, 
nor  are  the  luxuries  at  all  scarce. 


( 
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Departare  from  Yakutsk — ^Tastakinskoi— Olekma-^Bere- 
zova-^Vittiui — Kirenga — Katchouga —  Bratskj  Steppe 
— Verholensk — ^Re-amval  at  Irkutsk — The  Angara  river 
— The  Baikhallake — Verchney  Udinsk— Sdenginsk,  and 
the  Missionary  station  at  that  place. 

In  this  inert  state  I  passed  two  heavy  months  at 
Yakutsk.  The  cold  latterly  became  severe^  the 
thermometer  falling  to  32^  and  35°  of  Reaumm*, 
yet  never  so  low  as  to  compel  me  to  put  on  more 
than  my  ordinary  clothing,  consisting  of  shoes^ 
worsted  stockings,  coat,  waistcoat,  trowsers,  and 
hat ;  while  others  wore  caps,  warm  boots,  cloaks, 
and  mittens,  I  even  went  without  gloves.  My  time 
was  principally  employed  in  preparing  a  vehicle  to 
enable  me  to  reach  Irkutsk  when  the  Lena  shonld 
become  bearable.  The  first  sledges  which  left  the 
city  were  those  of  a  lieutenant  of  the  navy,  of  the 
name  of  Novosiltsoff.  He  departed  on  the  12th 
of  November,  and  I  on  the  15th.  It  was  consider- 
ed very  late,  in  comparison  with  other  years,  when 
the  Lena  is  generally  frozen  so  as  to  allow  of  tra- 
velling on  the  1st  of  November. 

The  first  twenty-four  hours  I  reached  Tastakin- 
•koiy  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and  K\eft\c\s.\\i^^^- 
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lowing  day,  one  hundred  miles.    The  road  proved 
rery  bad,  otherwise  it  is  no  uncommon  tlung,  in 
this  part  of  the  world,  to  traTerse  three  hundred 
and  sixty,  or  three  hundred  and  eighty  yersts,  Le. 
more  than  two  hondred  miles  a-day.     Indeed,  it 
is  a  well-known  fact,  that,  in  the  winter  seaBon, 
the  present  Emperor  takes  but  forty- two  or  forty* 
three  hours  in  travelling  from  St  Petersburg  to 
Moscow,  a  distance  of  about  four  hundred  and 
twenty  miles.     During  my  stay  in  the  Peninsnh 
of  Kamtchatka,  a  courier  arrived  from  St  PeterB- 
burg  in  one  hundred  and  five  days ;  the  distance 
being  about  thirteen  thousand  versts,  ^ves  the  late 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  versts  a-day.  Tlie 
distance  to  Okotsk  was  performed  in  forty  days,  at 
tlie  rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  versts  a-dty; 
while  that  to  Yakutsk  required  but  twenty-^^ 
days,  being  three  hundred  and  twenty  versts  IMC 
day.    The  journey  from  Okotsk,  by  way  of  Idg]g% 
to  Typl,  is,  liowever,  so  perilous,  laborious,  iai 
tedious,  that  it  is  rarely  performed  in  less  tin 
seventy  or  eiglity  days,  altliough  the  distance  doei 
not  exceed  three  thousand  versts,  thirty  being  tke 
daily  average.     As  a  proof  of  the  wonderful  npt* 
dity  of  the  Russian  courier,  I  need  but  mention,  ii  Ij^ 
an  extraordinary  fact,  that  my  marriage,  ^  ^  l^ 
Peter  and  St  PauFs,  was  known  in  London  in  ie0  |^ 
than  five  months  from  the  time  it  took  place  ^' 
tlie  distance  cannot  fall  short  of  ten  thousand  TtSkt> 
There  occurred  upon  this  route  some  parbeliii' 
mock  suns,  but  they  were  faint.      The  cause* 
tliese  phenomena  I  do  not  pretend  to  undersM 
bat  they  seem  t^ome  to  be  a  double  reflection  &«• 
tJie  effects  of  tW  aXmos^xw^i.   'Wvi,  \v<jather,  ^ 
riiiff  such  p\\cllomel^«l,\\«N<i^^^^^^^^v-'^^s^>^^^^ 
cold,  very  c\ear>  aa^V  \Swi  ^Vmosj^Vv-tv.  ^^^ 
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small  crystal  spiculae.  I  am  not  aware  that  par- 
helia are  ever  seen,  at  sea,  in  the  high  latitudes ; 
bat  if  so,  it  cannot  he  from  the  effects  of  snow. 
Many  parhelia  have  also  been  visible  in  England,  at 
I  time  when  there  was  no  snow.  I  should  conceive 
bence,  that,  from  whatever  cause  the  phenomena 
(nay  spring,  it  must  be  the  same  which  discovers 
o  us  the  sun,  when  beneath  the  horizon ;  and  this 
[  should  term  reflection,  rather  than  refraction. 

Upon  the  fourth  day  I  reached  Olekma,  four 
lundred  miles,  and,  for  a  trifling  sum,  exchanged 
T^ehicles^  mine  having  become  injured.  Situated 
it  the  foot  of  an  elevated  range  of  hills,  the  town 
>f  Olekma,  at  the  conflux  of  two  streams,  has 
in  interesting  appearance.  The  inhabitants  are 
employed  in  fishing,  hunting,  and  trade.  The 
leeather,  thus  far,  had  much  favoured  us,  the  ther- 
nometer  never  having  exceeded  20**,  while  at  Ya- 
mtsk,  we  had  once  35^.  Much  snow  fell  the  fol- 
owing  day,  in  which  we  reached  one  hundred  and 
wenty  miles,  passing  through  the  little  village  of 
^erezova,  which  is  the  most  northern  on  the  Lena 
(fodncing  rye-flour.  We  reached  Jerbat  the  fol- 
iwing  day,  and  again  ascended  the  hill  to  view  the 
ave :  the  fatigue  necessary  to  ascend  this  short 
reopice  was  such,  and  the  effects  of  the  cold,  from 
be  care,  upon  my  perspiration  so  great,  that  I  was 
bliged  to  desist  from  the  attempt  I  had  contem- 
lated,  viz.  to  furnish  myself  with  a  fire-brand,  and 
e  lowered  down  into  it  by  a  rope.  The  road 
ence  became  very  narrow  and  bad ;  so  much  so, 
lat  the  lower  parts  of  the  carriages  were  twice 
roken  and  exchanged.  So  slight,  however,  is  the 
^nsequence  of  such  a  circumstance,  that  three 
lillings  are  sufficient  to  procure  a  complete  refit, 
lie  stages^  upon  approaching  Vittimi  ace\.oo\i<es:<)^ 
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and  long,-— the  horses  have  to  go  from  tlurty  to 
forty  miles ;  hut  what  must  he  the  Buffering  of  the 
driver  in  a  frost  of  30^  to  45^,  even  in  a  perfect 
calm?  The  speed  of  travelling  is  so  great,  that 
the  mere  act  of  passing  through  the  atmosphere  is 
insufferahle :  the  risk  of  travelling  is  thus  consider- 
ahly  increased,  as  the  drivers  cannot  look  before 
them,  but  are  obliged  to  turn  their  heads,  and  let 
the  horses  go  at  vniL  There  is  no  difference  be- 
tween passing,  at  a  rapid  rate,  through  a  clear  still 
atmosphere,  and  through  a  sharp  wind  at  a  slow 
one.  In  general,  my  drivers  arrived  frost-bitten, 
and,  in  some  instances,  severely  so. 

Upon  the  22d  November,  O.S.,  I  reached  Vit- 
tim,  the  half-way  house  to  Irkutsk,  celebrated  for 
producing  the  finest  sables  in  the  world.  I  have 
seen  a  pair  sold  for  twenty  pounds ;  those,  bow- 
ever,  are  of  the  first  quality,  too  scarce  to  allow 
many  people  to  have  cloaks  of  them,  even  if  they 
inclined  to  go  to  the  expense.  There  is  also  an  in- 
conceivable  difficulty  in  selecting  one  hundred  st- 
bles  of  the  same  size  and  colour,  as  are  requisite 
to  form  a  handsome  cloak ;  probably  ten  thousaiKl 
would  be  necessary.  A  cloak  of  the  kind  would 
then  be  worth,  at  least,  twenty  thousand  ronblesi 
or  one  thousand  pounds.  From  Vittim,  we  es- 
countered  very  severe  weather,  the  thermometer 
varying  from  32^  to  38® ;  the  roads  were,  how- 
ever, good,  and  our  daily  route  was  about  one 
hundred  miles.  The  days  were  passed  in  the  most 
dreary  and  monotonous  manner ;  even  the  cele- 
brated Cheeks  of  the  Lena  afforded  no  interest  at 
this  season.  These  are  cliffs  upon  each  side  of  tbe 
Lena,  between  Kirenga  and  Vittim,  which  see* 
to  have  been  ^evexed  from  each  other  by  some  coB" 
Tulsion  of  naVoxe)  ^xA  y^^^^qx  ^  ^tKaoackaUe  9f 
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pearance.  We  generally  halted  at  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing, to  hoil  a  kettle  for  tea,  which,  with  some  hard 
bread  and  dried  fish,  constituted  our  breakfast. 
Our  dinner  was  also  of  tea ;  and  supper  only  varied 
from  breakfast,  in  the  addition  of  some  stewed 
beef ;  these  were  the  only  intervals  which  we  took 
ibr  rest.  I  found,  by  experience,  that  my  wife 
(xmld  bear  the  fatigue  of  the  journey  even  better 
than  myself,  therefore,  I  was  unwilling  to  lengthen 
the  time  for  my  own  personal  convenience. 

Upon  the  25th  of  November  we  entered  the  go- 
yemment  of  Irkutsk ;  and,  although  we  were  now 
with  little  or  no  moon,  we  were  still  enabled  to  con- 
tinue the  journey  by  night,  as,  at  every  twenty  or 
thirty  yards,  small  branches  of  trees,  or  bushes, 
are  placed,  whose  green  foliage,  contrasting  with 
the  snow,  serves  to  direct  the  driver.  There  is, 
moreover,  but  one  path,  on  each  side  of  which  the 
ice  lies  in  large  masses,  thrown  in  every  direction 
by  the  force  or  rippling  of  the  current. 

I  reached  Kirenga  on  the  twelfth  day  of  our  de- 
parture ;  on  the  last  stage  to  which  I  overtook  a 
doctor,  and  the  clerks  of  the  American  Company, 
who  preferred  sleep  to  the  passage  of  one  danger- 
ous stage  in  the  night.  Lieutenant  Novosiltsoflf 
bad  written  upon  the  walls  of  the  post-house,  that 
ifae  neplus  tdtra  of  bad  roads  was  at  hand.  My 
friends  were  in  great  apprehension  of  these  dan- 
gersy  till  I  observed,  that  Lieutenant  Novosiltsoff 
would  hardly  return,  by  such  a  bad  road,  merely 
to  advise  others  ;  and,  therefore,  unless  he  did  so, 
be  could  not  have  written  what  bore  his  name.  It 
was  late  when  I  arrived,  but  as  they  persisted  in 
leoiaining,  I  thought  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in 
keeping  &e  advantage  of  being  a-head,  a^Nvce)  ^% 
I  was,  that  Mrs  Rikord  was  close  beVund  xiSf'viV^ 
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a  superior  power  to  procure  hones.  The  stito 
proved  do  farther  dangerous  than  that  the  ice  wv 
only  about  three  or  four  inches  thick.  It  cracked 
as  we  slid  along  it,  but  no  accident  happened.  In 
truth,  the  bad  station  alluded  to,  was  tne  one  ve 
had  previously  passed,  and  which  presented  a  few 
fissures  in  the  ice,  caused  by  the  increase  of  the 
frost,  which  contracts,  and  ultimately  severs  the  ice. 
At  Kirenga  I  was  detained  twelve  hours,  owing 
to  the  chiefs  of  three  departments  having  kept  vp 
Satunlay  night  rather  merrily,  so  as  not  to  be  abk 
to  enter  my  passport  in  the  book  for  that  pnrpoi^ 
or  to  enable  me  to  proceed  without  it.  Kirenjpv 
one  of  those  few  places  thus  misgoverned,  altlMfk 
the  town  major  is  a  good  sort  of  a  man,  when  sobA 
He  called  upon  me  afterwards,  and  seemed  iai 
ned  to  be  angry  with,  and  to  report,  the  secnUfj 
of  the  postmaster,  for  giving  me  and  my 
asylum  in  a  warm  apartment  of  the  post-ofti 
contrary  to  regulations,  which  prohibit  anype^j 
sleeping  in  a  public  office ;  but  which,  inM'^l 
secretary  had  taken  upon  himself  to  do,  wAM 
most  humane  consideration,  seeing  the  incapaWj 
of  his  chiefs  to  provide  us  either  with  piwsprtj^ 
horses,  or  lodgings.  On  his  coming  to  his 
I  made  no  other  remonstrance  with  him  than' 
ly  saying,  tliat  he  might  save  himself  the 


ever,  to  ke^i^  ^V  ^^*®  communication  witht* 
kutsk,  as  weW  «&  Vo  %w'a^^v>/\v  \.q  W  said  tW 
are  iioo  towu^  oxv  \y\^  \aVs\i7i.\-->«\\\^^\sBfc>' 
of  three  t\\o\xa«ax<i  vciAvis, 


NEIGHBOURHOOD  OF  KIRENGA.         87 

From  Kirenga,  a  fioe  road  and  good  horses  en- 
abled ns  to  extend  our  daily  progress  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles.     On  the  second  day  after 
lieaTing  it,  I  was  favoured,  for  the  last  time^  with 
parhelia,  in  a  much  more  beautiful  and  singular 
manner  than  any  I  had  before  witnessed,  and  shall 
endeavour  to  describe  them.     There  were  three 
mock  suns,  one  on  each  side,  and  of  the  same  al- 
titude as  the  real  sun^  and  a  very  faint  one  just  over 
it,  at  the  same  perpendicular  distance  above  the 
real  sun  as  that  was  above  the  horizon.  The  mock 
Buns^  east  and  west  of  the  real  one,  for  it  was  near 
noon,  bore  a  fiery  red  appearance  upon  those  parts 
nearest  to  the  real  sun,  while  the  outer  edges  of 
them  were  gradually  shaded  to  a  whitish  colour. 
A  slightly  curved  line  of  light  connected  the  par- 
helia, passing  through  their  centres  to  the  horizon, 
and  forming  the  figure  of  a  rainbow,  the  sun  being 
in  the  centre  of  the  arch. 


£         H 

The  reader  will  observe,  that  the  distance  from 
A  to  I,  from  A  to  C,  from  B  to  G,  and  from  D  to 
H,  appeared  to  be  equal ;  but  from  A  to  D,  and 
from  A  to  B,  much  greater ;  the  latter  being  the 
cause  of  the  rainbow's  assuming  an  oval  appearance. 
The  strength  of  the  rays  from  the  real  sun  was  very 
great ;  and  I  could  only  regret  that  the  subsequent 
part  of  my  journey,  lying  along  a  narrow  defile  of 
mountains,  obstructed  the  view  of  so  interesting  a 
phenomenon.   The  weather  was  very  co\d,  ^'v«i^ 
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rloa(]It*sfl  sky.     Tlie  wind,  or  rather  the  light  or, 
wan  from  the  S.S.W. 

Upon  the  third  day  after  leaving  Kirensa,  I 
reached  Katchouga,  and  then,  passing  through  the 
large  and  popnloas  village  of  Yerkholensk,  and  a 
beautiful  country,  producing  some  good  com  and 
more  hay,  we  reached  the  Bratsky  steppe,  or  de- 
sert.    Civility  and  hospitality  on  this  part  of  the 
road  are  carried  even  to  excess.     I  found  the  el- 
ders of  the  villages  ready  to  show  me  every  atten- 
tion, and  even  begging  me  to  pass  a  night  in  theb 
comfortable  isbas,  or  dwellings.      The  country 
abounds  in  cattle  of  all  descriptions  peculiar  to  tbii 
northern  part  of  the  world,  and  the  settlement! 
may  be  termed  very  rich.   At  Verkholensk,  I  bide 
a  perpetual  adieu  to  the  Lena ;  and,  although  with* 
out  a  moon,  traversed  the  Bratsky  steppe,  dminr 
the  nifcht,  without  any  difficulty,  mounds  of  eoti 
being  thrown  up  at  every  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  into 
wliich  is  placed  a  post,  chequered  black  and  wUtlb 
or  a  black  post  with  a  white  head.    Both  are  teia^ 
ed,  I  think,  very  undeservedly,  Paul's  Folly ;  tbef 
are  very  useful  to  travellers,  and  are  worthy  to  bf 
well  spoken  of.    The  post-houses  now  became  fr 
superior  to  any  we  had  passed  farther  to  the  nori 
and  more  respectful  attendance  was  shown  ns  t 
every  place  as  we  approached  the  capital ;  a  ft 
certainly  in  direct  contradiction  to  general  ob* 
vation  and  experience. 

Passing  over  the  Bratsky  steppe,  we  met  i 
mense  herds  of  horses  and  horned  cattle,  who  >> 
ped,  and  even  approached  to  gaze  at  us  flf 
galloped   over  the  theatre  of  their  indepemf 
evolutions.   Ui[joiv  the  morning  of  the  seventif 
day,  we  TeacWd\iV\x\^>\xv>ATs\vi\ftVYt^-akfa8t' 
my  old  friend,  C«i^XsC\xvY.wi\:\^\\vnW.  ^\^ 
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savy  at  this  port.  After  breakfieust,  I  presented 
myself  to  his  excellency  the  governor  Tzedler,  who 
not  only  proffered  the  same  attentions  and  asiAst- 
ance  as  before,  but  also  insisted  upon  my  accepting 
apartments  in  his  elegant  and  hospitable  mansion, 
appropriated  to  the  residence  of  the  governor.  I 
felt  truly  grateful  for  this  last  act  of  kindness,  as 
liie  elegant  accomplishments  of  his  lady,  his  sister, 
and  his  daughter,  are  such  as  not  only  make  them 
models  for  imitation  in  Siberia,  but  will,  anywhere, 
ensure  them  the  respect  of  the  first  circles.  I  felt 
that  my  wife,  young  and  ignorant  of  the  world, 
could  not  fail,  in  their  society^  to  acquire  many  of 
those  little  nameless  graces  so  necessary  to  form 
the  female  character. 

In  company  with  my  hospitable  and  excellent 
host,  I  waited  upon  the  governor-general,  Mr  La- 
yinsky.  I  was  received  with  much  hospitality  and 
friendship,  and  was  promised  every  assistance  in 
the  fxirtherance  of  my  views ;  and,  having  express* 
ed  a  desire  to  visit  Nertchinsk  and  Kiakhta  be- 
fore I  returned  to  Europe,  his  excellency  kindly 
granted  the  permission.  I  did  not  expect  so  much 
good  fortune ;  I  did  not  think  that  a  second  Spe- 
ranski  was  sent  to  be  govemor*general,  but  I  found 
that  Mr  Lavinsky  possessed  great  goodness  of 
heart,  and  an  equal  degree  of  amiability,  although, 
perhaps,  less  commanding  talents ;  because  I  be- 
lieve there  are  few  to  be  found  equal  to  those  of 
Mr  Speranski,  whose  condescending  kindness  to 
me  was  brought  more  forcibly  to  my  recollection 
by  his  excellency's  introducing  me  to  a  Mr  Stran- 
nack,  who  is  distantly  related  to  him,  and  with 
whom  I  enjoyed  many  pleasant  hours.  His  ex- 
cellency, Mr  Speranski,  married  a  niece  of  that 
much-respected  gentleman,  Mr  Planta,  of  tlii^  Bt\- 
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tish  Museum.  Mr  Stxannack  was  about  to  in- 
spect the  post-offices  in  the  goTemments  of  Irkutsk 
and>Yaldit8k,  be^ning  with  the  circles  of  Nert- 
chinsk  and  Selenginsk,  which  latter  places  I  wasalso 
desirous  of  visiting ;  we  therefore  agreed  to  travd 
together,  having  previously  obtained  the  consent  of 
aMr  Yakobleff,  the  chief  of  this  inspecting  commis- 
sion, whom  I  found  an  agreeable  and  amiable  com- 
paniouy  and  related  to  the  most  commercial,  enter- 
prising, and  wealthy  merchants  of  that  name. 

The  season  for  commencing  this  journey  wts, 
however,  distant  some  weeks^  as  it  was  not  yet 
possible  to  cross  the  Baikhal,  much  less  the  An- 
gara, neither  of  which  are  considered  passable  be- 
fore the  Ist  (or  10th)  of  January.  We  therefore 
continued  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  Irkutsk,  in  the 
same  liberal  and  hospitable  manner  as  I  had  done 
upon  my  outward  journey.  The  public  balls  had 
fallen  off,  but  we  were  more  than  compensated  by 
the  private  ones  given  at  the  houses  of  five  or  six 
individuals.  There  was,  however,  a  masquerade 
ball,  which  went  off  well,  as  also  two  or  tbree 
others  in  the  assembly  rooms.  The  maslenitza,  or 
carnival,  was  a  time  of  much  amusement,  and  many 
well-dressed  characters  went  from  house  to  boose; 
I,  of  course,  among  the  merriest,  if  not  the  best 
dressed.  Thus  our  time  passed  in  a  most  agree- 
able manner,  although  I  could  not  help  r^retting 
the  death  of  my  venerable  and  respected  country- 
man, Mr  Bentham.  He  died  suddenly  of  an  apo- 
plectic fit,  with  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  his 
widow  and  child  would  be  well  provided  for. 

To  society  in  general,  the  loss  of  such  an  eccen- 
tric character  would  not  be  severely  felt ;  and  evw» 
if  it  had,  it  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  tbe 
arrival  of  a  Persian  prince,  a  handsome,  intelligent, 
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imd  highly  honourable  character.  He  is  retained 
as  a  hostage  for  the  good  conduct  of  his  elder  bro- 
ther, the  reigning  prince  of  a  tributary  territipy  on 
the  borders  of  the  Black  Sea,  called,  I  believe, 
Trebisand.  The  conduct  of  the  reigning  prince 
)uB  caused  some  disapprobation  at  the  Court  of 
Saint  Petersburg,  which,  not  being  able  to  arrest 
him,  took  the  present  man,  whose  conduct  has 
gained  him  the  unqualified  respect  and  ftiendship 
of  every  inhabitant  in  this  city.  Nor  are  his  pe* 
cnniary  means  at  all  incompetent  to  support  a  good 
establishment,  receiving,  as  he  does,  sl  considerable 
pension  from  the  Emperor  Alexander.  At  all  pub- 
lic dinners,  balls,  &c.  he  is  considered  an  accept- 
able guest ;  nor  does  he  fail  to  attend  them  regu- 
larly,— they  serve  at  least  to  drive  away  dull  care, 
and  probably  to  lighten  the  burden  of  beings  in 
time  of  peace,  a  prisoner.  There  are  two  others 
of  these  border  princes,  one  of  whom  is  kept  at 
Nishney  Udinsk,  and  the  other  at  Nertchinsk ; — 
their  conduct  does  not  seem  to  have  induced  the 
extension  of  the  same  liberal  allowance  as  to  my 
friend  in  Irkutsk.  1  believe  they  are  only  allowed 
ji  rouble  per  day.  Both  are  charged  with  murder- 
ing their  elder  brothers,  to  gain  the  throne  or  prin- 
cipality ;  while  this  one  is  only  charged  with  being 
brother  to  a  man  inimical  to  the  Russian  sceptre. 
The  Angara  ceased  to  roll  its  waters  upon  the 
1st  (13th)  of  January — that  is,  the  road  was  de- 
clared open  on  that  day,  rather  earlier  than  is  usu- 
al, the  10th  (22d)  being  the  time  that  the  mer- 
chants commence  their  journey  to  Kiakhta.  The 
•mall  quantity  of  water  in  the  river  this  year  will 
sufficiently  account  for  the  difference.  Much  mis- 
chief is  at  times  occasioned  by  the  heavy  swellings 
of  the  river,  previous  to  its  being  frozen.    The  ice 
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cniHUes  vp  to  a  great  height,  and  threatens  de^ 
strnetion  to  the  honses  upon  the  beach.  There  is 
a  peculiar  quality  attendiiig  the  Angara,  the  water 
of  which  in  summer  is  so  cold,  that  the  thermo- 
meter in  Jane  was  but  one  degree  above  the  zero  of 
Reaumur ;  and  in  winter  it  is  the  warmest,  as  ako 
the  most  rapid,  of  all  the  rivers  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  The  water  is  considered  as  unwholesome, 
the  inhabitants  preferring  that  of  the  Ushakofeky, 
which  passes  near  to  the  Admiralty,  and  which 
water  is  said  to  be  one-twenlieth  heavier  than  that 
of  the  Angara,  the  rapidity  of  which  is  such  that 
immense  sheets  of  ice  are  carried  under  water; 
and  although,  during  the  last  six  weeks,  the  theN 
mometer  had  seldom  been  above  309  of  Reaumur, 
it  was  still  impassable. 

The  situation  of  this  thriving  dty  has  already 
been  pointed  out,  and  the  beauty  of  its  position  is 
evident.  It  is  only  by  supposing  it  to  stand  on 
very  elevated  ground,  that  we  can  account  for  sndi 
severe  frosts  as  visit  it.  The  latitude  is  but  litde 
north  of  London,  yet  are  the  people  obliged  to  barf 
themselves  in  smoke,  both  in  winter  and  summa; 
in  the  one  season,  to  guard  against  the  cold,  in  the 
other,  against  the  vermin.  Many  improvements 
and  additions  in  the  buildings  of  the  city  had  takei 
place  during  my  absence,  especially  in  brick  bmki- 
ings,  the  erection  of  which  has  been  of  late  muck 
encouraged  by  the  government.  That  my  reados 
may  not  be  in  doubt  as  to  the  respectable  appetf^ 
ance  of  this  central  Siberian  city,  I  have  annexed 
a  view  of  it,  as  taken  from  the  left,  or  westefl^ 
bank  of  the  river  Angara.* 

I  agsdn  \i&\\ed  the  hospitals  and  gaols,  as  wel 
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jBiB  the  foundling  and  workhouse.  In  all  of  them^ 
I  could  not  help  admiring  the  respect  and  gratitude 
evinced  by  both  descriptions  of  unfortunates  ia  fa- 
vour of  Governor  Tzedler.  The  public  workhouse 
is  an  establishment  upon  a  most  laudable  plan,  and 
increasing  its  revenue  and  number  of  inmates  in 
no  small  ratio.  The  latter  circumstance  may  not 
speak  much  in  favour  of  the  mother  country,  but 
J  believe  there  are  few  who  form  the  wish,  and 
few  indeed  who  will  ever  return.  Eight  hundred 
men,  women,  and  children,  now  partake  of  the  be- 
.nefits  of  the  establishment.  The  public  schools 
do  well,  especially  that  upon  the  Lancasterian  sysr 
tem.  The  want  of  a  seminary  for  the  children  of 
the  middling  classes  is,  however,  severely  felt; 
they  will  not  go  to  the  Lancasterian  school,  and 
they  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  college  of  nobles ; 
,~-on  this  I  have  before  remarked. 

The  Foundling  hospital  does  not  meet  with  any 
success.  The  Russians  appear  to  be  ignorant  in 
the  mode  of  governing  an  institution  of  the  kind, 
else,  there  would  certainly  be  a  different  result. 
The  severity  of  the  climate,  the  inhumanity  and 
negligence  of  the  mothers,  and,  possibly,  the  inca- 
pacity of  the  nurses,  are  all  to  be  considered.  Be 
the  fault  where  it  may,  scarcely  an  instance  occurs 
of  a  child  being  reared.  The  allowances  to  the 
institution  are  liberal,  and  it  is  visited  by  the  first 
persons  in  the  city,  with  a  view  to  its  ultimate 
success. 

Of  all  the  public  offices,  that  of  the  Admiralty 
is  conducted  with  the  greatest  management  and 
propriety.  By  this  body,  provisions  are  forward- 
ed to  every  part  of  northern  Siberia.  Stores  in 
abundance  are  collected  for  the  use  of  the  dock- 
yard of  Okotsk)  and  the  vessels  building  and  built 
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do  credit  to  the  goTermnent  of  this  part  of  the 
world.  Bnt  why  the  execative  of  the  empire  should 
permit  tar,  rope,  canvass,  iron  iniplements,  and  manj 
other  such  heavy  articles,  to  he  sent  from  IikntsK 
to  Okotsk,  I  cannot  divine.     A  single  transport 
from  Russia  would  carry  as  much  in  one  year  as 
four  tliousand  horses ;  and  the  prices  of  the  stona 
so  sent  hy  land  are  at  least  five  times  what  tfaey 
ought  to  be.     This  mode  of  purchasing  stores  for 
the  use  of  Okotsk  and  Kamtchatka  has  been  tbe 
means  of  filling  the  pockets  of  several  command- 
ants, owing  to  the  circumstance  of  their  being  in- 
dependent of  every  body  but  the  govemor-generaL 
Irkutsk  will,  no  doubt,  in  the  coarse  of  a  few 
years,  become  a  place  of  much  greater  importanee 
to  the  Russian  empire.     Its  resources  would  le 
sufficient  even  for  a  capital  of  an  independent  king- 
dom.   The  population  of  Siberia  is,  at  this  mo- 
ment, large  enough,  and  the  natural  means  of  de* 
fence  are  amply  sufficient,  even  in  the  present  day, 
to  withstand  an  invading  army.     All  the  rivers  of 
western  and  central  Siberia  run  from  south  to  nord^ 
and  are  consequently  to  be  crossed  in  the  face  d 
an  enemy.    The  immense  deserts,  or  steppes,  as 
be  fired  at  pleasure,  and  all  means  of  subsistence 
for  cavalry  be  thus  cut  off.    All  provisions  fortbe 
support  of  an  invading  army  would  have  to  cofltf 
from  Europe,  consequently,  more  horses  thanmea 
would  be  required.    The  situations  of  many  of  tfe 
chief  towns  in  Siberia  are  also  very  strong,  aJ 
could  not  be  reduced  without  artillery.     To  sua 
up, — all  the  roads  might,  in  a  few  hours,  be  I* 
dered  impassable.  The  Siberians  have  only  to  kMf 
the  Kemtc\io\i^  awMnij^  and  they  may  defy  aD  tl* 
powers  of  Euroi^e.  TWv^^Vo^^^^x^^'isifejmte' 
iDg  the  time  fox  \he  ewiasicv^^>^^»^  ^"^  ^^^afc^^as^ 
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The  Jtnssians  are  too  bappy  in  them  tp. wish 'to 
shake  off  the  yoke.;  though  the  aborigme^  ^/ould^, 
no  doubt,  wish  to  see  themselves  upon  some  other, 
footing.  This,  howeFer,  will  no  doubt  occur  too 
late  to  affect  them,  as,  in  all  common  probability, 
ihey  will  be  extinct  at  no  very  distant  period ; 
there  are  not,  at  this  moment,  under  the  Russian 
^abjection,  more  than  seven  or  eight  himdred  thou- 
Band«  What  their  numbers  were  at  the  discovery 
and  conquest  of  Siberia,  it  might  be  as  difficult 
to  determine  as  the  population  of  the  empire  of 
Mexico,  at  the  time  Cortes  invaded  it.  Suppo- 
sing, generally,  that  there  were  several  millions, 
what  has  become  of  them  ? 

•  My  stay  in  Irkutsk  occupied  me  until  the  7th 
of  January,  when  I  departed,  in  company  with  the 
two  inspectors  of  the  post.  The  day  was  windy, 
but  the  road  was  good,  over  an  open  and  well- 
cultivated  country.  The  banks  of  the  Angara  pre- 
sent some  pleasing  views,  and  numerous  populous 
villages  are  scattered  on  either  side.  The  eastern 
bank  is  low,  while  the  western  is  prettily  diversi- 
fied with  hills.  Each  cottage  has  its  garden ;  and 
a  great  spirit  of  industry  everywhere  appears.  The 
first  forty-five  miles  brought  us  to  the  magnificent 
view  of  the  lake  Baikhal ;  on  the  road  to  which,  we 
had  met  and  overtaken  thousands  of  carts  and 
horses  going  to,  and  coming  from,  the  fair  of  Ki- 
akhta. 

The  approach  to  the  imfathomable  Baikhal  lake 
may  be  considered  one  of  the  grandest  sights  in 
the  world.  The  river  Angara  flows  in  the  fore- 
ground, gradually  widening  as  it  draws  nearer  to 
the  lake,  till,  at  length,  the  source  of  the  river 
forms  a  pretty  inlet,  where  the  vessels  for  trans- 
porting provisions  are  laid  up.     Tine  %a^\>  ol  <a^ 
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number  of  vessels,  in  an  apparently  good  cona- 
tion, was  to  me  a  source  of  great  pleaaore ;  and  I 
could  only  regret  that  the  season  would  not  per* 
mil  me  to  embark  on  board  one  of  them,  instead 
of  crossinsr,  sa  at  present,  in  a  sledge.  The  moun- 
tains, everywhere  round  the  Baikhal,  are  of  the 
most  elevated  and  romantic  appearance.  They 
are  bold,  rocky,  much  indented,  and  very  dan- 
^^erous  for  vessi*]s  in  summer,  as  no  anchorage  ia 
an^-^vhere  to  be  found.  The  winds  are  most  vio- 
lent, and  subject  to  instant  changes,  resembling 
liurricanes.  The  sea  is  said  to  run  moimtains 
hiffh;  and,  as  the  vessels  are  badly  manned  and 
worse  officered,  it  is  no  wonder  tliat  numerous  ac- 
cidents occur.  July  and  August  are  consideied 
as  the  worst  se&<«ons.  May  and  June  are  the  best; 
but,  whether  in  bad  or  good  seasons,  it  not  unfire- 
quently  happens  that  the  transports  are  twenty- 
live  and  thirty  daLVs  in  crossing  a  distance  of  fifty 
mil(*s.  It  is  here  that  the  power  of  steam  would 
best  exhibit  its  incalcnlable  advantages.  A  boal 
miirht  ascend  the  Angara  to  the  Baikhal,  cro« 
that  lake,  and,  entering  the  Selenga,  reach  withia 
twelve  miles  of  Kiakhta,  and  even  hold  a  commu- 
nication with  Nertchiusk.  All  the  flour  and  pro- 
visions for  the  north,  would  be  thus  more  quicklv, 
economically,  and  safely  transported ;  and  the  iia- 
mense  traffic  facilitated  between  Irkutsk  and  the 
several  cities  of  Kiakhta,  Petersburg,  and  Okotsk* 
The  inattention  of  government,  as  well  as  of  tk* 
opulent  mercliants,  to  this  object,  is  trulv  incon- 
ceivable. 

Having  reached  the  Baikhal,  out  of  which  the 
Angara  flows,  ai\A  VxiXo  >k\\\\^  \W  Selenga  raas 
we  coasted  \t  for  \\\\tV'^  \w\c%,>a«:^wsi>N^  ^^^^^    \ 
thv  place  of  croaamc.  T\i^\t^>N^^^i  >^Rsa^' 
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parent,  and  slippery,  that  I  could  not  keep  my  feet ; 
yet  the  horses  are  so  accustomed  to  it,  that  hardly 
an  instance  occurs  of  their  falling.  We  crossed 
the  lake,  and  reached  the  opposite  village,  which 
has  a  considerahle  monastery,  in  time  to  breakfast : 
we  had  been  two  hours  and  a  half  in  going  the 
difltance,  forty  miles.  Such  is,  however,  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  three  horses  abreast  cross  this 
lake,  that  the  late  governor  of  Irkutsk  usually  did 
it  in  two  hours^ — three  hours  are  generally  taken. 
A  horse  once  fallen,  on  the  clear  ice,  I  doubt  the 
posfflbDity  of  getting  him  upon  his  legs  again.  It 
is  dangerous  to  attempt  stopping  them,  nor  indeed 
is  it,  in  my  opinion,  possible ;  if,  however,  the 
vehicle  be  stopped  on  this  sort  of  ice,  I  almost 
question  the  practicability  of  starting  it  again,  with- 
out  assistance  from  other  people,  to  force  the  vehicle 
on  from  behind.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  seen 
sledges  move  so  much  faster  than  the  horses,  as 
to  overtake  and  turn  them  short  round,  and  ulti- 
mately to  form  a  complete  circle. 

From  the  monastery,  we  continued,  over  a  low 
flat  pasture,  to  a  large  Russian  village  of  eighty 
dwellings.  The  road-side  is  well  cultivated  ;  and 
we  passed  several  villages  before  we  reached  Verch- 
ney  Udinsk.  Latterly,  the  mountains  rose  into 
peaks,  and  threw  out  some  immense  bluffs,  over- 
hanging the  Selenga :  they  are  of  bare  rock,  but 
the  valleys  are  in  fertile  situations.  We  reached 
Yercbney  Udinsk,  a  large,  populous,  and  flourishing 
eity,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Selenga,  distant  from 
Irkutsk  two  hundred  miles.  It  has  many  hand- 
some brick  houses,  churches,  and  public  edifices, 
all  running  at  right  angles.  There  are  three  chiefs 
in  it ;  the  first  of  them  is  called  an  Okroujenoy 
chief,  viz.  inspector  of  the  circuity  and  aexN^^  «&  ^ 
vox.  //.  I 
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check  upon  the  others ;  his  business  is,  to  go  roimd 
the  commiBsariat,  to  listen  to,  and  recfaiess,  grie- 
Tances.  The  second  chief  is  the  commissary ;  be 
goes  Tomid  all  the  commissariat,  except  the  city, 
collects  the  tribute,  and  performs  all  the  civil  du- 
ties. The  third  is  the  town-major,  who  is  chief 
of  the  city,  but  has  no  authority  forther.  It  is 
e^dent  that  these  three  personages  must  «tber 
disagree,  or  combine  to  fleece  still  more  their  poor 
dependents.  The  appointment  of  the  first  datSy 
is  a  new  regulation.  They  are  all  subject  to  tbe 
Tice-govemor  and  govenuHr  of  Irinitsk,  who  is  him- 
self subject  to  the  governor-general. 

Verchney  Udindc  is  the  grand  mart  betweea 
Irkutsk  and  Kiakhta,  and  has  risen  upon  the  miiH 
of  Selenginsk.    A  very  lucrative  and  considerable 
trade  is  carried  on  round  the  neighbourhood,  witb 
the  Buriats,  who  are  very  numerous  and  wealthy, 
in  furs  and  cattle.    There  is  a  strong  garrison  kept 
up,  it  being  considered  as  a  frontier  place,  and  t 
daily  communication,  by  a  formal  report,  is  beki 
witli  Selenginsk.    The  town  contains  four  hundred 
houses,  and  about  two  thousand  six  hundred  in- 
habitants.    The  situation  is  considered  healthy, 
and  is  so  far  pleasant,  that  there  is  a  very  good, 
though  small,  circle  of  society.    From  it  to  Selen- 
ginsk are  seventy  miles,  which  I  performed,  alon^ 
the  transparent  Selenga,  in  seven  hours.    Tbe 
banks  of  the  river  bore  tbe  most  romantic  appear- 
ance, the  hills  rising  above  one  another  into  the 
loftiest  mountains,  but  presenting  no  appearance 
of  habitation  or  cultivation,  except  in  the  low  val- 
leys.    The  villages  are,  however^  within  four  and 
£ye  miles  of  each  other,  along  both  the  banks  of 
the  river.    I  immediately  repaired  to  the  abode  of 
the  English  m\Bs\oiianfif&)  ^x^^  m  thia  part  of  the 
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;World,  and  need  not  say,  that  I  was  most  kindly 
jreceived  by  Messrs  Stallybrass  and  Youille,  with 
.their  wives  and  numerous  children ;  forming,  as  it 
were,  an  English  colony  in  the  centre  of  barbarism. 
Mr  Swan,  the  third  missionary,  was  absent  upon 
A  visit  to  one  of  the  chiefs  near  Nertchinsk. 

I  passed  a  couple  of  days  in  a  most  agreeable 
manner  with  these  secluded  and  self-devoted  peo- 
ple, who  have,  indeed,  undertaken  an  arduous  task* 
They  have  been  established  in  the  present  place 
more  than  three  years ;  during  which  time  they 
bave  erected  two  neat  and  homely  dwellings,  with 
pat-houses,  small  gardens,  &c.  It  is,  however,  to 
she  generosity  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  that  these 
Teiy  comfortable  residences  are  to  be  attributed, 
he  having  generously  paid  all  the  expenses,  and 
given  the  society  a  grant  of  land,  free  of  actual  rent 
or  public  service.  The  situation  itself  is  in  an  in- 
appropriate, although  a  romantic  and  secluded 
flpot ;  but,  as  it  stands  upon  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river  to  that  of  the  city,  the  communication  is 
difficult,  dangerous,  and  expensive ; — ^it  is  now  too 
late  to  change  it.  As  yet,  the  missionaries  have 
not  attempted  to  raise  com,  nor  do  I  think  it  ad« 
disable ;  the  price  of  labour  would  be  infinitely 
greater  than  the  purchase  of  so  small  a  quantity  aa 
they  require.  They  have  also  much  more  import* 
ant  work  to  attend  to, — I  mean  the  perfecting  of 
themselves  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Mongolian 
language ;  and  to  this  point  they  have  attended 
with  great  industry,  perseverance,  and  success. 
They  are  now  almost  masters  of  that  difficult  lan- 
guage ;  and,  when  it  is  considered  what  have  been 
the  perplexities  with  which  they  have  had  to  con- 
tend, it  is  really  surprising  how  they  should,  in 
00  short  a  time>  have  nearly  completed  dic^onvrvfi^t 
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and  graminars.  While  leamhig  the  MongotisD 
language,  they  have  also  become  acquainted  with 
the  Mantshur,  owing  to  the  circmnstance  of  there 
being  no  dictionary  of  the  Mongolian,  except  widi 
that  of  the  Mantshur.  Thus  the  missionaries  hdi 
to  learn  the  Russian,  Mantshur,  and  Mongoliai 
languages  at  the  same  time,  and  to  form  their  om 
dictionaries  and  grammars,  which  have  the  adraa* 
tage  of  alphabetical  arrangement  over  those  ii 
former  use,  in  which  the  words  were  only  cbuned 
nnder  their  different  subjects.  They  now  speal^ 
read,  and  write  the  Mongolian  with  facilii^.  I 
saw  many  translations  of  parts  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, which  haye  been  distributed  about  the  ndgh* 
bourhood. 

Many  journeys  have  been  made  into  the  interior 
of  the  country,  with  a  view  to  form  acquaintance! 
with  the  chiefs  and  principal  people,  as  also  with 
the  lamas  or  priests.  As  yet,  however,  it  is  a  mat' 
ter  of  regret,  that  these  very  indefatigable  minis- 
ters have  not  been  the  instrument  of  converting 
omje  single  individual.  Nor  is  it  probable  they  will; 
for  it  is  only  very  lately  that  the  Bnriats  bronglrt 
their  religious  books,  thirty  waggon  loads,  fi^ 
Thibet,  at  an  expense  of  twelve  thousand  head  of 
cattle.  Their  tracts  have  been  received,  but  hsTe 
never,  save  in  a  solitary  instance,  been  looked  in- 
to. Even  their  Buriat  servants  secretly  laugh  it 
the  folly  of  their  masters,  and  only  remain  with 
them  for  the  sake  of  getting  better  food,  with  less 
work.  It  appears  to  me,  that  the  religion  of  the 
Buriats  is  of  too  old  a  date,  and  they  are  of  too 
obstinate  a  disposition,  to  receive  any  change.  Nor 
is  it  much  to  be  wondered  at :  their  own  religions 
books  point  ont  tVi^  course  they  pursue ;  and  when 
the  religion  q^  a  '\^^o\^«>'vi\v^\»::^\)RKSfii^^e!Q^ 
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immemorialy  acquainted  with  the  art  of  reading  and 
writing,  is  attacked,  and  attempted  to  be  changed, 
by  three  strangers,  it  is  almost  preposterous  to  ex- 
pect any  fiavonrable  result.  For  my  own  part,  so 
small  are  my  hopes  of  their  success,  that  I  do  not 
expect  any  oneBuriat  will  be  really  and  truly  con- 
▼erted :  for  the  sake  of  profit,  several  may  so  pre- 
tend ;  but,  as  long  as  they  have  their  own  priests 
and  religious  instruction,  so  long  the  Missionary 
Society  will  do  no  more  good  than  simply  trans- 
lating their  works,  and  acquiring  the  knowledge  of 
a  language  useless  to  England.  I  must,  however, 
humbly  add, — ^that  what  is  impossible  with  man, 
18  possible  with  God  I  The  field  chosen  on  the 
banks  of  the  Selenga,  is,  no  doubt,  the  very  worst ; 
and  this  is  known  even  to  the  missionaries,  but,  I 
presume,  it  is  too  comfortable  a  birth  to  be  given 
up.  I  have  every  respect  for  them  personally, 
but  really  I  cannot  think  justice  is  done  to  the 
people  of  England,  to  say  nothing  of  the  poverty 
and  ignorance  of  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  in  squandering  money  in  every  part  of 
the  world,  while  there  are  so  many  poor  and  re- 
ligiously ignorant  in  our  own  empire.  When  we 
shall  have  all  become  good  and  steady  and  wealthy 
Christians,  then  will  be  the  time  to  assist  others ; 
and  thus,  in  a  few  words,  I  bid  adieu  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  servants  attending  the  missionaries  are  Bu- 
riats,  deserted  and  detested  by  all  their  o^oi  coun- 
■  trymen,  for  having  forsaken  the  religion  of  their 
fiithers,  merely  for  the  sake  of  better  food ;  they 
are  tolerably  expert  in  cooking,  washing,  and  at- 
tending table.  Generally  speaking,  the  Buriats 
have  such  scanty  fare,  that  I  am  not  surprised  at 
their  becoming  hypocritical.   Bnck  Xesi  tom*^  ^vsa 
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ordinary  food  five  days  in  the  week ;  the  poor  bat 
seldom  taste  meat,  although  they  have  genially  a 
little  (at  mixed  with  their  tea,  the  leaves  of  winch 
they  consume  as  we  do  greens,  and  which  thus 
constitute,  upon  the  whole,  a  very  nourishing  dish. 
The  riches  of  the  chiefs  consist  in  large  herds  of 
cattle,  and  some  quantities  of  furs.  The  nnmber 
of  sheep  and'  goats,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  is 
prodigious ;  homed  cattle  and  horses  are  also  Yerj 
numerous.  The  Buriats  appear  a  lazy,  dirty,  but 
contented,  race ;  and  quite  as  unmanly,  cowardly, 
and  servile  as  the  Kamtchatdales. 

The  city  of  Selenginsk,  standing  upon  the  right 
hank  of  the  river,  is,  indeed,  a  miserably  decayed 
place,— art  and  nature  seeming  to  do  their  utmost 
to  bury  it  in  oblivion.  A  garrison  of  one  thousand 
men  is  still  kept  up,— to  no  purpose ;  for  the  lo- 
cality of  Verchney  Udinsk  must  soon  complete  its 
ruin.  It  possesses  but  one  respectable  merchant, 
who  has,  consequently,  an  undisputed  monopoly  o^ 
what  trade  there  is. 

Selenginsk  has  also  suffered  much,  of  late,  froo 
two  serious  fires,  and  is,  in  other  parts,  tambliii^ 
down  from  the  encroachment  of  the  river,  wbici 
annually  makes  great  inroads.     It  is  but  tweaif 
years  since  the  present  centre  of  the  river  was  tie 
centre  of  the  city :  the  inhabitants  have  contiiiiM^ 
to  recede  as  far  as  possible.     Some  embankmefltf 
they  made,  in  the  early  part  of  last  year,  wfff 
washed  away  in  the  autumn  ;  and  the  fouodatioD' 
of  many  houses  will,  no  doubt,  be  destroyed  * 
the  next  breaking  up  of  the  river.  There  are  tixif 
two  hundred  dwellings,  and  one  thousand  vabti^ 
ants,  indepen^enxX^  o^  >3«vfe  xaxlvtary.     The  nciA 
is,  however,  ve\\[  ^^  ^^qt^^^n  ^ixA^<?5x.W^'«** 
com  raised  by  ^owe  ^^otMse.  q.S.  ^^^'^.^-'^^ 
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transplanted  hither,  hy  the  Empress  Catherine, 
about  1791.  They  are  the  only  people  I  have 
seen  in  Siberia,  who  apply  manure  to  their  lands, 
and  doubtless  receive  it  again  with  interest. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Verchney  Udinsk— Tchitta — ^Baidalofsky— -Bolshoy  Zavod 
..Nertchinslu— TsuTulchaitoayefsk,  Kondou— Tchindal 
..Khirring — Ashenghinsky — Mogoitu — The  Ingoda— 
Tchitta— .The  Hot  Baths— .The  Etamza — Betom  to 
Verchney  Udinsk— .The  Selenga— Kiakhta. 

Having  taken  our  farewell  of  the  missionaries, 
we  retraced  our  steps  to  Verchney  Udinsk,  and  felt 
again  gratified  with  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  be- 
tween the  two  cities,  while  the  rapidity  with  which 
we  glided  along  the  transparent  stream,  served  not 
a  little  to  heighten  the  feeling.  Immense  moun- 
tains of  porphyry  form  the  banks  of  the  Selenga, 
and  I  have  been  given  to  understand  that  gold  is 
also  to  be  found ;  but  that  the  natives  will  give  no 
information,  for  fear  of  having  a  mining  establish- 
ment placed  in  their  vicinity.  At  Verchney  Ud- 
insk the  river  expands  considerably;  and  the  moun- 
tains diverge  from  one  another  so  much,  as  to  form 
a  very  open  and  rural  country.  The  pastures  are 
especially  rich,  and  very  fine  timber  is  to  be  had ; 
the  small  cedar-nut  is  so  bountiful  as  to  be  export- 
ed to  all  parts  of  Northern  Siberia. 

At  midnight,  with  my  companions,  the  inspec- 
tors, I  quitted  VetcYme^)  vsAV)  ^>9^\  ml  the  morn- 
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ing  we  had  reached  sixty  miles  towards  the  town 
of  Nertchinsk,  forty  of  them  on  the  river  Uda, 
which  flows  into  the  Selenga,  near  the  city  of  the 
same  name*  The  country  was  picturesque  until 
we  entered  upon  the  Buriat  steppe,  void  of  all  cul- 
tivation, and  of  every  thing  but  rich  grass.  The 
road  proved  very  heavy  for  sledges,  from  the  ab- 
sence of  snow.  Nothing  of  the  slightest  interest 
is  to  be  seen  but  solitary  post-houses,  at  ever^ 
twenty  or  twenty-five  miles.  In  this  manner  w6 
reached  one  hundred  miles,  when  my  companion^ 
called  out  to  rest,  as  they  were  really  jolted  into 
a  fever :  I,  however,  persisted  in  continuing  the 
route  day  and  night.  At  one  hundred  and  fift)^ 
miles,  we  called  upon  one  of  the  chieiB  of  the  6u- 
riats,  whose  tribe  amounts  to  twenty-three  thou- 
sand, reputed  to  be  the  largest  in  the  government 
of  Irkutsk.  This  taisha,  or  chief,  is  a  young  man 
of  good  parts,  and  son  to  the  former  chief :  I  call- 
ed at  his  chancelry,  but  he  was  out ;  yet  were  pass- 
ports afforded  me,  in  the  Mongolian  dialect,  by  his 
secretary,  ordering  every  assistance  to  be  rendered 
me  by  all  his  tribe,  and  every  respect  to  be  shown 
to  me. 

The  present  taisha  has  two  wives,  who  live  in 
perfect  harmony.  He  is  fond  of  the  missionaries^ 
who  frequently  visit  and  lodge  with  him  for  weeks 
together,  and  is  remarkably  forward  in  the  English 
language,  which  Mr  Swan  is  teaching  him.  It  is 
but  very  lately  that  he  lost  his  father  and  mother, 
who  were  rich  ;  but  he  has  been  greatly  impove- 
rished by  his  mother's  bequeathing  her  immense 
property  to  the  lamas,  or  priests.  His  possessions 
are  about  three  thousand  sheep,  three  hundred 
horses,  and  two  hundred  homed  cattle ;  whereas 
bis  mother  had  forty  thousand  sheep,  tAU  \\\crafi»SkdL 
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lioreefi,  and  three  thousand  horned  cattle,  hesideBi 
very  large  property  in  furs.  One  of  the  sisten  of 
tlie  present, .  who  was  lately  married  to  another 
chief,  received,  as  a  dowry,  forty  cases  of  furs  of 
the  richest  kind.  These  are  customarily  worn  till 
they  actually  drop  off — such  is  the  neglect  and 
filthy  manner  in  which  they  live.  The  women  vn, 
on  their  marriage,  dressed  in  satins  and  silks,  bor- 
dered with  furs ;  the  occasion  being  honoured  with 
the  same  respect  as  their  great  feast  in  the  month 
of  February,  which  appears  to  be  a  sort  of  religiom 
feast,  in  imitation  of  the  Chinese.  The  chiefemd 
subjects  live  together  almost  indiscriminately.  Hie 
chancelry  of  the  taisha  contains  fifteen  clerks  and 
a  secretary,  who  carry  on  a  most  extensive  co^ 
respondence,  and  it  may  be  considered  as  exceed- 
ingly well  regulated. 

At  sixty  miles  onward  I  breakfasted  at  a  ben- 
tifully  situated  post-house ;  but,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  or  three  agricultural  villages,  and  those 
near  the  post-houses,  there  is  neither  cultivation 
nor  inhabitant  along  the  country.  We  now  met 
with  some  lakes,  and  passed  a  monument  erected 
to  the  memory  of  the  late  governor  s  wife,  Mn 
Treskin,  of  Irkutsk,  who  was  travelling  from  that 
city  to  the  warm  baths  near  this  place,  when  the 
horses  taking  fright,  she  was  literally  kicked  to 
pieces,  while,  strange  to  say,  her  two  attendanti 
and  gallants  remained  unhurt.  The  circumstances 
altogether  are  of  so  horrid  a  nature,  that  it  wonki 
have  been  impossible  not  to  lament  the  accidenti 
if  the  character  of  the  unfortunate  woman  had  not 
fully  justified  the  remark  which  I  heard  made,  that 
her  friends  would  Vv«ve  cou-sulted  their  own  and  htf 
interest  mnc\\  beUex/vosX^^A  QS.T^v^vTv^jj^'OwjiXfiwaiy 
rial,  to  suffer  her  iv^iwe  \«  \ife\s\xx\^A\^  v^v^^Ste 
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▼ion.  At  sixty  miles  farther  we  reached  a  Buriat 
village,  where  we  were  plentifally  supplied  with  a 
small  species  of  trout. 

The  road  was  still  very  bad,  being  a  vast  plain, 
and  having  but  little  snow  upon  it.  The  indenta- 
dons  of  the  hills  were,  however,  well  wooded,  and 
the  scenery  was,  upon  the  whole,  picturesque.  The 
country  thence  continued  low  and  sandy  till  I 
reached  the  village  of  Tchitta,  the  river  near  which 
is  a  considerable  stream,  running  into  the  Ingoda, 
Rrhich  unites  with  the  Amour,  and  is  ultimately 
lost  in  the  Eastern  Ocean.  There  is  a  beautiful 
little  village,  called  Tchindat,  upon  an  island  in  the 
river  beyond  which  the  scenery  much  improves. 
rhe  drive  down  the  river  was  very  delightful,  from 
the  ever-changing  views  which  were  offered  to  us 
—the  bold,  magnificent,  and  barren  rocks  looking 
Bit  once  grand  and  terrific ;  nor  was  this  sublime 
Msenery  less  acceptable,  when  contrasted  with  the 
beautiful  and  fertile  pastures  everywhere  around ; 
with  here  and  there  a  straggling  cornfield,  and  a 
bamlet  smiling  through  the  dark  woods  which  lay 
Git  the  foot  of  the  mountain  precipices ;  or  winding 
round  and  diminishing,  as  the  valleys  continued  to 
recede  from  our  view.  At  six  in  the  evening,  we 
reached  the  village  of  Baidalofsky,  upon  the  left 
bank  of  the  Ingoda^  which  here  assumes  a  treach- 
srous  appearance,  affording  but  a  very  unsafe  jour« 
aey  over  it.  The  stream  is  so  rapid,  that  it  is  sel- 
dom frozen  for  any  length  of  time.  We  were  twice 
apset  into  the  river,  and  lost  one  of  the  horses.  In- 
deed, such  was  the  state  of  the  weather,  that  no 
greater  degree  of  frost  than  15^  had  been  observed 
since  I  left  Verchney  Udinsk. 

We  now  began  to  hear  favourable  accounts  of 
the  exertions  of  the  new  chief  ofNertchmak^^W 
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had  materially  ameliorated  the  condition  of  theicon- 
victs  and  peasants.  Again  my  companions  b^sn 
to  lament  their  hard  duty,  and  requested  me  to  lolt 
and  pass  the  night  comfortably  in  a  post-honse.  I, 
however,  persuaded  them  to  continue  seventy  mileB 
farther  along  a  river  which  continually  gave  under 
us,  and  in  no  slight  degree  alarmed  one  of  my 
friends,  who  was  certainly  bom  for  other  sceaes 
than  travelling  in  Siberia,  unless  in  the  easiest  ind 
most  commodious  manner.  We  were  obliged  at 
last  to  walk  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  from  the 
impossibility  of  getting  the  horses  along.  Tht 
thermometer,  as  we  approached  Nertchinsk,  fell  to 
28^  Reaumur ;  and  although  I  had  but  my  simple 
koklahhoy  or  leathern  frock,  I  felt  nothing  fait 
anxiety  to  push  on,  aware  that  if  I  could  not  re- 
turn within  a  certain  time,  I  should  not  be  able  to 
quit  Irkutsk  before  the  month  of  May. 

The  scenery  was  now  very  fine  :  elevated  per- 
pendicular bluffs,  with  pretty  cultivated  valleys,  and 
several  pleasant  villages.  The  river  Ingoda  abo 
assumed  a  more  considerable  appearance,  widening 
as  we  reached  to  the  eastward,  and,  at  the  city  w 
Nertchinsk,  being  really  a  formidable  channel.  We 
reached  the  city  late  in  the  evening ;  its  distance 
from  Verchney  Udinsk  is  about  five  hundred  mikSi 
Having  waited  upon  the  three  chiefs,  and  de]i▼e^ 
ed  our  credentials,  Mr  Strannack  and  I  sallied  out 
to  view  the  place.  It  is  vilely  built,  widely  8ca^ 
tercd,  badly  situated,  and  worse  inhabited,  con- 
taining two  hundred  dwellings,  and  one  thousand 
inhabitants.  Three  tolerable  brick  edifices  are  the 
only  objects  wortliy  of  notice  in  it :  and,  except 
tliat  it  has  a  church,  it  is  merely  a  larger  picture  of 
any  Russian  village. 

The  site  oi  ^^  ^^  has^  within  a  few  years,  been 
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removed  hither,  a  circumstance  which  may,  in  some 
measure,  excuse  its  miserable  appearance ;  but  no- 
thing can  atone  for  its  present  bleak  and  exposed 
situation,  without  even  fire-wood  in  its  vicinity. 
The  site  of  the  old  town  was  far  superior,  afford* 
ing  shelter  and  many  conveniences  which  are  not 
now  to  be  obtained.  The  town  of  Nertchinsk 
■tands  at  the  junction  of  the  Shilka  and  Nertcha 
riTers,  uniting  with  the  Amour,  of  which,  how- 
ever, there  is  no  part  within  the  limits  of  the  Rus- 
sian empire.  I  was  hospitably  received  by  the 
different  officers,  especially  the  town-major,  who 
distinguished  himself  in  the  late  French  invasion. 
We  quitted  Nertchinsk  for  the  Bolshoy  Zavod, 
or  Great  Fabric,  distant  one  hundred  and  eighty 
miles,  and  over  a  highly  picturesque  park-scenery, 
reminding  me  much  of  the  upper  banks  of  the 
Irtish,  where  the  hills  appeared  as  if  placed  upon 
a  fertile  plain,  without  any  sort  of  communication 
with  eadi  other.  The  rocks  are  extremely  bare, 
andy  with  the  exception  of  wood  in  the  valleys, 
there  is  little  or  nothing  of  cultivation  to  be  seen. 
The  thermometer  now  fell  to  35^,  and  the  air  as- 
sumed a  chillness  I  had  not  for  some  time  been 
accustomed  to.  The  soil  is,  however,  so  rich,  that 
com  villages  are  every  where  to  be  seen  all  the 
way  to  Bolshoy  Zavod,  which  shows  an  active  en- 
couragement on  the  part  of  the  chief,  of  those  more 
immediately  under  his  eye  and  command.  The 
het  is,  tha^  in  consequence  of  the  numerous  de« 
sertioos  upon  the  high-road  to  Verchney  Udinsk, 
it  is  not  the  wish  of  t)ie  government  to  render  the 
country  either  populous  or  cultivated.  On  the 
contrary,  every  ^ing  possible  is  done  to  make  the 
country  so  impassable,  tliat  deserters  may  be  obli- 
ged to  resort  to  the  post-houses  for  &\i\)B(\&\«uc«<) 

VOL,  lU  K  ^ 


]  10  NERTCHINSK. 

where  they  are  secured,  and  sent  to  the  prison  of 
Verchney  Udinsk.  Should  they  take  the  roate  of 
the  Tongousi,  or  Bratsky  district,  they  are  certain 
of  heing  shot  by  the  hunters  or  chiefis,  unless  they 
produce  a  passport  from  the  chief  of  Nertchinsk. 
The  inhabitants  occupying  the  com  villages  are  all 
exiles  of  the  upper  sort,  and  yet  as  Dl-looking  a 
class  of  people  as  I  ever  beheld.  I  was  glad  to 
pass  them  in  safety,  although  at  the  price  of  being 
upset  in  a  dangerous  manner*  We  were,  howereri 
rather  frightened  than  hurt,  and  reached  safely  the 
Zavod,  or  Chief  Fabric,  late  in  the  evening. 

A  sound  sleep,  which  we  had  not  enjoyed  kt 
many  days  or  nights,  qualified  us  to  pay  our  re- 
spects early  the  next  morning  to  the  chief,  wboBf 
with  his  son-in-law,  I  remembered  as  senring  at 
Bamaoule  during  the  time  I  visited  that  place.  A 
large  feast  had  been  held  to  honour  llie  mamagB 
of  a  doctor  to  a  pretty  plump  womsin,  with  a  litde  I  i 
money ;  and  I  consequently  found  the  peoftle  ii  1 1 
silks  and  satins,  and  otherwise  so  daubed,  tint  I  h 
began  to  augur  ill  of  the  place.  It  is  the  wni  |  i 
miserable,  yet  extensive,  assemblage  of  huts  I  In**  I  |i| 
any  where  witnessed.  Even  the  residence  oi^  l^n 
chief  is  but  to  be  compared  to  two  or  three  yoarto  1 1^ 
joined  to  one  another.  1 1^ 

I  saw  nothing  at  Nertchinsk  which  could  iupii*  I  ^ 
me  with  any  other  sentiments  than  those  of  ov*  1 1| 
tempt  and  indignation  at  the  inconsiderate  catti^f  I  i^ 
of  the  persons  in  authority  over  the  poor  cria**  |  U 
nals.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  the  hagg>^  J  t|^ 
wom-down,  wretched,  and  half^starved  appefftff  I  ^ 
of  these  victims.  Whatever  may  have  been  ^  \i 
crimes — ^aiiCLl\i^\cv  ^  \}ci««v  Korrible  enough—^ 
never  canbav<iwv\)[vo\\i.^^^^\>x^^^\^\Si^^  I  ^ 
mode  o?  em^W^s^^  ^^^""^^   '\^ife^KMss5^^^^^>■ 
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•randy  and  the  fetter,  are  nothing,  when  com* 
I  with  the  imposition  of  labom*,  continued  from 
ise  to  sun-set  for  six  months  in  the  year,  and 
ig  the  other  six  to  keep  them  in  absdute  idle- 

The  cutting  of  wood,  getting  in  of  hay,  or 
ding  upon  officers,  is  almost  denied  to  the 
convict^  from  the  fear  of  his  deserting.  Alaal 
ler  am  he  go  ? — To  places  equally  wild  and 
^e  ?  to  those  where  the  brute  creation  would 
lly  torment  him  with  those  of  his  own  spe- 

The  man  who  is  sentenced  to  drag  out  the 
inder  of  his  existence  in  the  mines  of  Nert- 
k^  cannot  liye  long.  What  have  become  of 
aany  thousands  of  beings  sentenced  annually 
Is  place  ?  where  are  their  wives  and  families  ? 
ere  the  work  is  carried  on  only  by  the  con- 
arrival  of  fresh  victims.  Of  Ekatherinebourg 
I  certainly  formed  a  low  idea,  but  Nertchinsk 
reality,  the  only  place  that  I  have  seen  where 
is  treated  harshly,  throughout  the  Russian 
re — I  except  the  aborigines  of  Siberia.  I 
d  have  expected  and  have  hoped,  that  the 
nt  chief  of  this  place  would  have  taken  a  les* 
*om  the  well  organized  establishment  of  Bar- 
le,  and  where  he  served  for  several  yearsj  oi 
lumanity  and  consideration  every  where  ap- 
it  in  the  acts  of  that  government.  Why 
oot  the  exiles  and  peasants  of  this  place,  like 
Bople  of  Bamaoule,  be  allowed  every  alternate 
o  themselves  ?  It  would  be  better  both  for 
Y>vemment  and  the  exiles,  if  they  were  ba- 
d  from  this  world  at  once,  and  the  expense 
)ir  transportation  would  then  be  saved. 
te  principal  fabrick,  or  Bolshoy  Zavod,  con-i 
about  four  hundred  yourtes,  and  three  thou- 
individuals.     No  one  dwelling,  whether  oi 
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public  or  private  property^  has  even  a  decent  ap- 
pearance ;  they  are  all,  in  fact,  huts :  and  snch  ii 
the  sterility  of  the  soil^  and  snch  the  severity  of 
the  climate,  that  no  spar  is  to  be  had  of  a  greater 
length  than  eight  or  ten  feet,  and  even  that  comei 
from  a  great  distance.  The  situation  of  this  fii- 
bric  corresponds  with  its  condition ;  it  is  in  a  deep 
hollow,  surrounded  by  high  and  barren  rocks,  m 
bleak  and  dreary,  and  as  inhospitable  a  place, » 
can  be  imagined.  The  allowance  to  the  criminal! 
is  on  a  par  with  every  thing  else, — ^it  is  thirty-tix 
roubles,  equal. to  twenty-seven  shillings,  a-year^to 
procure  them  food,  raiment,  firing,  and  lodgio^f* 
The  winters  are  considered  as  severe  as  in  any  other 
part  of  Siberia ;  for  this,  its  eastern  situation  will 
sufficiently  account.  The  demand  for  warm  ds- 
thing  and  firing  is,  by  consequence,  comparatiTdy 
great ;  and  the  climate  is  in  short  such,  that  tbe 
fabrics  cannot  be  worked  during  the  winter. 

Nertchinsk,  in  all  its  concerns,  reminds  me  for- 
cibly of  those  pathetic  descriptions  of  tbe  mines 
of  Siberia  drawn  by  romantic  writers ;  here  their 
ideas  are  verified ; — ^yet  it  cannot  be  supposed  thai 
the  government  of  the  country  is  so  lost  to  feeling, 
to  humanity,  and  good  policy,  as  to  wink  at  con- 
duct of  the  kind.  They  must  certainly  be  igno- 
rant of  what  is  doing,  and  of  what  the  criminals 
suffer ;  yet  how,  then,  can  we  account  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  such  severe  treatment,  after  tbe  visit 
of  the  celebrated  Mr  Speranski?  This  is,  indeed,  a 
serious  question,  and  chaise.  Since  my  arrival  at 
St  Petersburg,  however,  I  have  been  infonned, 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  government  to  give  np 
the  establishment  at  Nertchinsk  altogether,  and 
withdraw  the  people :  a  determination  which  1 
hope  originate  m\h  Mt  Speranski.     It  is  indeed 
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l)etter  policy  than  the  (Ad  system  of  oppression, 
and  yet  had-enongh,  for  the  district  is  highly  pro- 
ductiye  and  valuable. 

There  are  six  silver  founderies,  ni^mely,  Nert- 
chinsk,  Doutcharsk,  Koutomarsk,  Ekaterininsk, 
Grazimoursky  and  Shilkinsk.  There  is  also  a  new 
fonndery,  named  Petrofsk,  for  the  casting  of  iron 
for  the  use  of  the  silver  founderies.  The  thirteen 
principal  mines,  when  worked,  produced  formerly 
mbont  a  million  of  poods  of  ore,  or  three  himdred 
poods  of  silver,  per  annum ;  which  is  nearly  one 
pound  weight  of  silver  for  every  four  thousand 
pounds  weight  of  ore.  The  present  proportion  is 
one-third  less,  or  from  one  hundred  and  eighty  to 
two  hundred  poods  of  silver  per  annum,  besides 
jtwenty-five  thousand  poods  of  lead,  which  is  of  no 
aervice  whatever.  When  the  transport  of  this  sil-. 
ver  to  St  Petersburg,  by  especial  conductors  and 
guards,  is  calculated,  together  with  the  maintenance 
of  the  establishments  at  Nertchinsk,  and  a  large 
military  and  Cossack  force,  who  must  be  fed  from 
Irkutsk,  I  need  scarcely  say,  that  the  whole  is  a 
ruinous  as  well  as  cruel  concern.  What  is  half  a 
.million  of  roubles — what  are  twenty-five  thousand 
pounds  to  the  Emperor,  the  produce  of  forty-eight 
thousand  and  twenty-seven  individuals,  or  ten  shil- 
lings and  five-pence  per  head  per  annum,  being  the 
iralue  extracted  from  the  mines  of  Nertchinsk? 
The  following  is  the  population : — 

Staff  Officers 18 

Undassed  Officers 699 

Convicts  in  the  mines 2,458 

Persons  released  from  labour 1,216 

3oyBy  who  do,  or  do  not,  receive  maintenance  from 

Government 1,611 

Total  Male  Convicta    6,QQa 
k2 
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Total  Male  Conficu    6,062 

Female  branches  of  the  above   .  ^ 6,098 

Feasants  attached  to  the  founderies 17,773 

Females,  ditto 1^W4 

Grand  Total    48,027 

Of  these,  there  are  actually  but  aixteen  hiindred 
and  two  able-bodied  men  in  the  mines,  and  tfaese 
are  guarded  by  five  hundred  and  sixty-foor  infeiior 
officers,  to  prevent  their  secretiDg  gold,  silver,  or 
precious  stones. 

Although  the  chief  and  variouB  offic^v  had  the 
politeness  to  invite  me  to  some  entertainmeBta, 
which  were  to  be  given  in  the  course  of  the  week, 
I  declined  them  from  a  feeling  of  the  apparent  asd 
real  misery  so  visible  every  where,  that  a  heiit 
alive  to  any  sense  of  humanity^  or  kind  feeling) 
could  not  (iedl  to  contrast  the  state  of  the  two 
classes  in  this  city  of  huts.  At  most,  such  condiict 
would  only  stifle  better  and  more  praiseworthy 
thoughts.  Even  in  the  dissipation  of  a  ball-room, 
I  could  not  discard  from  my  mind  the  abject  dis- 
tress and  misery  every  where  prevailing,  and  1  fek 
it  necessary  to  follow  the  example  of  Mr  Speranski, 
who  also  remained  here  but  one  day.  I  am  co^ 
tain  that  the  goodness  of  his  excellency's  hciit 
must  have  prevented  his  remaining  to  witness  rach 
a  scene.^  Departing  for  Tsurukhaitouyefsk  late  ib 
the  evening,  I  arrived  early  the  following  morn- 
ings the  road  being  very  good,  and  the  country, 
latterly,  interesting ;  the  distance  is  sixty  miles. 
Tsuiiikhaitouyefsk  is  a  large  village,  called  a  for- 
tress, on  the  banks  of  the  Argoun,  imlike  the  city 
and  chief  fabric  of  Nertchinsk.  It  did  my  betrt 
good  to  see  to  what  a  state  of  comparative  perfec- 
tion the  numerous  vegetable  gardens  are  brought  in 
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^is  indostrioiis  place ;  the  order,  cleanliness,  hospi- 
tality^  and  happy  state  in  which  the  inhabitants  ap» 
pear  to  live,  are  too  apparent  to  be  passed  over  in 
silence.  They  are  principally  Cossacks,  who  have 
certain  privileges  and  protections,  which  cannot 
be  infringed ;  they  are,  both  officers,  and  privates, 
generally  a  rich  and  generous  and  noble  people* 
In  shorty  the  inhabitants,  along  this  line  of  frontier, 
«Te  all  that  is  understood  in  the  word  Cossack. 
The  vicinity  abounds  in  the  richest  metals  and 
minerals ;  but  is,  as  I  have  shown,  of  no  great 
▼alne  daring  the  present  system  of  policy.  I  saw 
a  tolerably  good  collection  of  minerals,  in  the  pos- 
flession  of  an  old  Russian,  who  takes  great  delight 
in  showing,  and,  being  a  poor  man,  is  naturally  de- 
nrouB  to  dispose  of  them,  but  does  not  appear  to 
know  their  value.  He  demands  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  for  the  collection,  a  prodigious 
•am  in  that  place,  but  a  single  spedmen  might  be 
worth  the  money,  if  brought  to  this  country.  Its 
weight  is  one  hundred  and  seventy  English  pounds, 
and  it  is  composed  of  so  many  minerals,  that  he 
calls  it  the  ^<  Mother  of  Minerals."  Among  other 
specimens,  were  an  amethyst,  a  noble  topaz,  an 
aquamarine,  onyx,  and  several  beautiful  cr3rstals, 
besides  many  thousands  of  small  specimens.  The 
whole  of  these  precious  stones  are  imbedded  in 
-Inwen  sand,  and,  I  should  think,  it  would  require 
great  care  and  difficulty  to  remove  it  entire.  Of 
the  Scotch  pebbles,  the  lai^  size  and  the  beauty  of 
the  veins  were  really  astonishing.  I  made  him  an 
offer  for  one  of  the  specimens,  but  the  old  gentle- 
man would  sell  no  less  than  the  whole.  Being  in* 
troduced  to  him  by  the  chief  of  the  Cossacks,  and 
upon  hearing  my  name,  he  remarked,  that  he  had 
read  it  in  the  Gazettes ;  adding,  that  as  this  wQtVd 
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appeared  too  small  for  my  movements,  he  expecW 
<k1»  ere  long,  to  hear  of  my  arriyal  in  the  moon. 

We  quitted  the  fortress,  and  reanmed  our  jour- 
ney along  the  lines ;  by  midnight  we  had  made  but 
thirty  miles,  along  a  snowless  desert  pasture.  The 
night  was  exceedingly  cold,  and  I  suffered  from 
want  of  exerdse,  being  in  an  open  sledge:  the 
thermometer  stood  at  36°.  My  companions  here 
])ecame  alarmed  at  the  difficulties  which  present* 
ed  themselves  against  our  progress,  as  well  from 
the  want  of  snow,  as  from  that  of  horses.  They 
conRcquently  determined  to  return  by  the  route 
they  had  come ;  but,  for  myself,  I  had  long  made 
it  a  settled  plan  never  to  go  over  the  same  road) 
while  another  is  practicable,  and,  therefore^  r^ 
solved  to  proceed  alcme.  I  felt  regret  at  parting 
company  with  my  friends ;  but  it  most  have  taken 
place  soon,  as,  from  their  continual  stoppages  for 
rest  and  refreshment,  I  must  have  determined  to 
outsail  them.  The  quantity  of  their  baggage,  widi 
three  servants  to  attend  them,  rendered  it  also  im- 
possible for  them  to  keep  pace  with  me,  who  was 
alone,  with  a  knapsack  only ;  and,  indeed,  the  in- 
conveniences and  difficulties  which  afterwards  hap- 
pened to  me,  proved  the  prudence  of  their  decision. 

I  reached  Kondou,  forty  miles,  by  a  fine  road, 
having  previously  come  through  a  small  fabric,  the 
director  of  which  presented  me  with  a  few  mine- 
ralogical  specimens.  Kondou  is  an  ancient  place, 
and  considered  to  be  the  same  with  Tchindat- 
turukouy,  the  birth-place  of  the  conqueror  of  China. 
I  saw  many  remains  of  large  Tartar  ovens,  but  no- 
thing that  excited  my  curiosity  so  much  as  an  old 
lady  of  ninety-three  years  of  age.  She  was  bon 
in  the  vicinity  oi^eT\K\3\Tv.^^«sAv«"aa\v5s<«  ^otoolv 

the  full  posa^^svou  ol  «J^  Vtfi\  S:jl^\3^5;>s!s.^\s5&:'%. 
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Strong  health,  and  capable  of  attending  to  the  cares 
of  her  house  and  family.  I  had  a  most  excellent 
dinner  prepared  for  me  by  her  own  hands,  and  left 
her,  highly  gratified,  to  pursue  my  journey  over 
the  immense  pasture,  passing  through  droves  of 
three  or  four  thousand  horses.  The  country  be- 
came more  sterile,  but  somewhat  more  elevated 
as  I  reached  an  hospitable  dwelling  on  the  river 
Borgie,  and  then  the  fortress  of  Tchiudat,  situated 
near  the  little  river  Onons,  which  contains  sixty 
dwellings,  a  party  of  Cossacks,  and  nothing  be- 
fiides.  At  four  miles  from  it,  I  passed  through  a 
large  village  of  Russian  agriculturists,  who  live 
here  free  from  all  the  cares  of  the  world,  but  those 
of  the  tax-gatherers,  against  whose  extortions  I 
heard  bitter  complaints.  The  raising  of  com  ap- 
pears to  be  pursued  with  some  difficulty ;  but  sue* 
cess  attends  the  breeding  of  cattle.  The  inhabi- 
tants I  have  found  civil,  hospitable,  and  obliging, 
when  properly  applied  to,  but  otherwise  both  igno- 
rant and  obstinate. 

At  the  next  place  I  was  attended  by  a  Cossack, 
and  a  guai'd  of  honour  was  mounted,  and  a  senti- 
nel placed  at  my  door  to  await  my  orders.  The 
reports  were  also  made  to  me,  and,  with  this  in- 
crease of  apparent  importance,  I  continued  my 
route  until  I  reached  the  half-way  village  between 
the  fortresses  of  Tchindat  and  Kharinsky,  alnaost 
shaken  to  pieces,  from  bad  roads  and  a  worse 
vehicle,  a  common  and  open  telega, — the  total  ab- 
sence of  snow  rendering  it  necessary  to  proceed 
with  wheels.  To  the  south,  the  hills  began  to 
make  their  appearance,  and  of  course  offer  induce- 
ment to  look  about,  after  the  late  dearth  of  sce- 
nery. I  here  met  with  the  first  Tongousian  Cos- 
sacks.   They  subsist  on  a  salary  of  six  roubles^  or 
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foar  itfaillingB  and  sixpence  a  year^  without  limd 
or  clothing ;  yet  is  a  sword  held  up  by  these  half 
naked  wretches.  They  are,  in  general,  a  miserable 
set,  bat  more  particnlarly  so  at  this  moment,  when 
their  occupation  presents  their  going  in  search  of 
fish,  game,  or  fors.  I  found  them  a  contented,  and 
even  a  liappy  people,  if  possessed  of  a  couple  of 
cows  or  horses.  The  Cossacks  treat  them  well,  and 
feed  many  of  them,  whom  they  employ  as  servantflL 
Nothing  will  induce  them,  however,  to  pass  aniglit 
in  a  house,  so  long  as  they  have  their  own  miser- 
able yourte  to  go  to.  Indeed,  I  recollect  one  of 
the  chiefs  contrasting  the  wholesome,  free,  and 
fresh  air,  which  pervaded  his  yourte,  to  the  stifled 
heat  of  a  house.  I  think  he  was  right  in  his  choioei 

In  all  the  villages  I  had  lately  passed,  along  these 
lines,  there  was  nothing  but  lamentations ;  a  vetem 
battalion,  which  had  been  stationed  there  for  tweirtf 
years,  was  ordered  to  the  government  of  Tom^ 
distant  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  miles.  TV 
women  and  children  could  not  accompany  thea. 
Their  only  riches  consisted  in  a  comfortable  dwell- 
ing, a  vegetable  garden,  and  possibly  a  cow  ;  with 
these  they  lived  content  and  happy.  Now  tbey 
will  be  sold  for  a  trifle  to  the  Cossacks  who  re- 
main. The  case  is  indeed  a  very  hard  one,  bit 
admits  of  no  redress. 

From  the  village  of  Khirring  the  scenery  !■• 
proves ;  the  soil  assumes  a  dark  mouldy  appel^ 
ance,  and  a  good  many  corn-fields  are  scattered 
about.  The  river  Onons  runs  along  the  valky 
which  now  formed  my  route.  In  descending  o« 
of  the  hills  the  horses  took  fright,  and  got  tk 
better  oH  ibe  dnvw^who,  foolishly  enough,  VstoA 
them  down,  vftsXea-d  o^  tx^,  \X\fc  >k^^  -assA.  \hstt  »•» 
only  upset,  buX  >)To\ft  \>t^^  N^\Ovfe  \«i  ^\^(3^\% 
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inaly  I  escaped  unhurt,  though  almost  miraeu- 
osly.  We  crossed  the  horses,  with  the  baggage 
shed  upon  them,  and  reached  a  village,  all  safe, 
Btant  ten  miles  from  the  scene  of  the  accident, 
here  I  found  an  economical  granary,  upon  a  plan 
bich  might  be  well  copied  by  the  inhabitants  of 
ore  civilized  countries.  Every  head  of  a  family 
Tees  to  reserve  a  certain  proportion  of  his  grain 
r  the  consumption  of  the  following  year,  in  the 
ent  of  a  scarcity.  It  has  only  this  difference  from 
e  savings'  banks  in  England, — that,  in  the  one 
se,  it  is  to  prevent  future  famine^  and,  in  the 
her,  future  poverty.  Upon  my  journey  to  Mo- 
»iton^  I  was  again  upset  and  nearly  dashed  to 
eces ;  the  horses  going  down  a  steep  hill,  set  off 
full  speed,  and  hauled  the  driver,  myself,  and 
^[gage,  down  the  descent  at  a  wonderful  rate, 
gain,  however.  Providence  protected  me,  and  the 
cident  had  no  disastrous  ccmsequence.  The 
>rses,  it  seems,  are  aware  that  winter  is  not  yet 
er,  and  they  do  not  like  to  be  so  early  put  to 
beeled  vehicles.  There  has  seldom  been  known 
winter  in  which  there  was  so  great  a  want  of 
ow,  not  even  the  hills  retaining  a  vestige  of  it. 
be  misfortunes  of  this  day  operated  upon  me  so 
^erfully,  it  being  my  wife's  birth-day,  24th 
inuary,  O.S.,  that  I  determined  no  longer  to  defy 
e  Fates^  and  accordingly  tarried  for  the  night. 
bad  come  over  a  hilly  and  well-wooded  country 
considerable  cultivation,  as  also  towards  Ashen- 
insky,  the  fortress  most  south-east  of  any  on  this 
le  of  the  frontiers  between  China  and  Russia. 
be  distance  to  Ashenghinsky  is  thirty  miles ;  it 
like  Tchindat  and  Tsurukhaitouyefsk,  a  fortress, 
ntaining  sixty  Cossacks  and  an  officer,  who  is 
other  to  the  commandants  of  tho&Q  o\hft\  i^st** 
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tremes.  The  Tillage  of  Aahengliinaky  is  pleannfc- 
ly  Bitimted,  and  no  penon  is  pernutted  to  U?8  be- 
yond it.  Betwixt  that  place  and  Kiakhta  then 
are  two  or  three  other  fortresaee,  but  no  comma- 
nicaf  ion  between  them,  except  by  the  foot  of  tlie 
mountains  which  divide  the  two  empires  of  CbiM 
and  Russia.  Tiie  whole  distance  to  Kiakhta  ii 
five  hundred  miles,  which  cannot  be  accompliihed 
on  horseback,  with  the  same  horses,  in  less  tfaa 
ten  days.  I  had  not  so  much  spare  time,  and  there- 
fore reluctantly  retraced  my  steps  to  Mogoita^ 
with  the  design  of  getting  upon  the  great  rosli^ 
one  hundred  miles  from  Tchitta,  and  thence  fii 
Kiakhta,  which  I  calculated  could  be  done  mkm 
or  five  da3rs.  The  evening  was  past  in  ceMnr 
tin ^:  my  wife's  birth-day,  with  a  good  supper  wd 
a  glass  of  puiiclu  My  host,  however,  had  taka 
it  for  granted  that  I  was  a  bachelor. 

Next  morning  I  departed,  and  overtook  about  s 
hundred  of  the  veteran  battalion,  who  had  bca 
stationed  upon  the  southern  parts  of  the  lines.  I 
could  not  help  smiling  at  the  officer  in  comnnni 
as  he  put  his  head,  enveloped  in  a  night-cqi,  oatflf 
a  cart  to  salute  me ;  he  was  besides  wrapped  ip 
in  furs  of  various  sorts  and  colours.  I  recollectei 
that,  when  I  served  in  Canada  with  seamen,  I  cfl^ 
sidered  it  as  shameful  to  ride  while  the  sukn 
walked,  for  I  did  not  consider  myself  as  a  jodp 
of  their  fatigues  or  sufferings,  without  thus  f^ 
taking  of  them.  I  shall,  however,  offer  an  excoi* 
for  this  officer,  who  had  certainly  passed  his  gf' 
climacteric.  The  road  was  sandy  and  stony,  ^d 
but  little  pasture  to  be  seen,  yet  the  valleys  f^ 
Rented  scenes  oi  *Y[v\fi:ce!%t.  The  little  river  Onfl**  I 
runs  along  l\\ft  m«A\v'^«J\«s[,'wV\<^\s8,>sa^^^  h 
habited  by  l\,aa\Lo\iv\^iA  at  ^^\^  ^OcvAsafl&nb.'^  > 
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one  hundred  miles,  I  reached  the  Ingoda  river,  over 
a  poor  and  sterile  district,  which  does  not  even  af- 
ford post-houses ;  and  being  without  any  attendant 
or  Cossack,  I  found  great  difficulty  in  getting  on. 
The  people  were  not  only  uncivil,  but  inhospitable ; 
to  much  so,  that  we  frequently  passed  stations  or 
Tillages  without  receiving  any  food ;  a  circumstance 
I  the  more  felt,  as  with  the  real  Russians,  or  ah« 
origines,  I  had  always  lived  in  clover.     The  carta 
liereabouts  cannot  go  ten  miles  without  some  ac- 
cident, and  it  requires  no  little  ingenuity  to  repair 
them  upon  the  road,  so  as  to  enable  the  traveller 
to  reach  the  next  station.     Upon  regaining  the 
river  Ingoda,  we  were  again  in  the  vicinity  of  snow^ 
irfaich  enabled  me  to  have  recourse  to  the  sledge, 
the  safest  and  most  comfortable  way  of  travelling. 
I  thus  reached  Tchitta  early  in  the  morning,  where 
I  found  all  bustle  and  confusion,  awaiting  the  arri- 
Tai  of  one  of  the  most  amiable  men  I  know,  name- 
ly, the  governor  of  Irkutsk,  Mr  Tzedler.   I  almost 
regretted  meeting  his  excellency,  as  it  seemed  only 
to  part  with  him;  and  yet  I  could  never  have 
quitted  Siberia,  without  saying  adieu  to  that  man 
and  that  family,  whom,  in  all  Asia,  I  most  loved, 
and  to  whom  I  am  so  much  indebted  for  kindness 
and  friendship.     May  health  and  happiness  ever 
attend  both  him  and  his  I  My  route  towards  Yer- 
chney  Udinsk  was  not  marked  by  any  thing  pecu- 
liar.   I  moved  along  at  a  quick  rate,  till,  in  cross- 
ing the  dreary  and  stony  steppe,  the  vehicle  was 
knocked  to  pieces,  there  being  no  snow  upon  the 
ground,  and  I  was  consequently  compelled  to  walk 
the  rest  of  the  way. 

I  reached  Verchney  Udinsk  late  in  the  evening, 
and  waited  upon  the  town-major ;  after  which,  I 
determined  to  visit  the  hot  baths,  that  I  icd^VkX  \5v\ 
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adiea  to  the  female  part  of  the  governor's  fumly. 
Haying  procured  a  Cossack  and  dedge,  I  departed 
at  miiliiight,  and  the  next  evening  reached  the 
baths,  distant  one  hundred  and  thuty  miles ;  but 
on  what  sort  of  road,  or  over  what  sort  of  couitry, 
I  was  perfectly  ignorant,  fiatigue  having  quite  in- 
capacitated me  from  noticing.   I  was  most  kindly 
received  by  the  ladies,  and  induced  to  stay  a  day 
with  them,  during  which  I  inspected  the  batln, 
hospitals,  &c  which  I  found  upon  a  tolerably  good 
plan,  with  many  conveniences.    The  water  of  tbe 
baths  may  be  tempered  from  160^  downvrards; 
they  are  strongly  recommended  for  the  cure  of 
all  chronic  and  rheumatic  diseases,  and  are  pro- 
verbial for  the  cure  of  that  disease,  which  may  be 
called  the  plague  of  the  peninsula.  There  is  tittle 
difference  between  those  of  Malka,  inKamtchatka, 
and  these ;  both  are  sulphureous.   There  are  maay 
springs,  the  largest  of  which  is  two  feet  square  and 
one  deep.     A  thick  dense  fog  continually  hoYcn 
over  the  place^  which,  I  think,  contributes  to  tbe 
facility  with  which  the  fine  vegetables  appear  to  be 
raised.    An  overseer  is  appointed  to  look  after  tbe 
buildings,  receive  the  rents,  and  keep  a  joninil' 
He  has  a  few  workmen  under  his  directions,  aadi 
with  the  excellent  accommodations  of  his  owB)  a 
sort  of  boarding-bouse,  he  has  altogether  a  com- 
fortable place.    The  site  is  highly  picturesque,  be- 
ing but  three  miles  from  the  lake  Baikhal,  wbich 
is  seen  in  all  its  magnificence  from  a  little  emineikos 
at  the  back  of  the  hospital ;  the  country  round  ii 
thickly  wooded,  and  provisions  are  not  dear.  ^ 
is  directed  by  the  colonial  government,  at  tittle  if 
no  expense  to  tWm;  y^^  >^  ^^  &  pleasant  resort  da- 
ring the  Tnoii\\ia  o^  '^«t<3sv  «a.\  ^^"^^^^tar  tbe  fff 
of  Kiaklita,  vfVi^ii  «3^\5kv^  i^^\»a  ^wv^  ^y^i^^as^p^ 
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blie  and  private,  are  crowded  with  merchaDts  and 
their  fiunilies* 

I  imprudently  continued  in  a  bath  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  and  made  myself  very  weak,  yet  per- 
sisted in  immediately  retracing  my  steps  to  Verch- 
ney  Udinsk,  having  bid  adieu  to  my  kind  and 
amiable  friends.  My  route  lay  through  a  thick 
forest,  to  the  borders  of  the  Baikhal ;  after  which 
I  coasted  along  the  outer  edge  of  the  ice  for  eigh- 
teen miles,  a  distance  easily  performed  in  one  hour 
and  a  half;  thence  through  a  thick  forest  of  lofty 
pine-trees.  The  beauty  of  the  route  is  surprising, 
and  is  the  work  of  the  late  governor  Treskin.  I 
passed,  at  a  prodigious  rate,  along  the  picturesque 
but  well-fenced  banks  of  a  mountain ;  the  horses 
-were  excellent,  the  drivers  a  set  of  fellows  equally 
accustomed  to  whip  and  be  whipped, — i.  e.  a  des- 
perate crew  of  convicts,  sent  here  for  this  express 
service.  After  midnight,  my  route  lay  over  nume- 
rous lakes,  some  of  them  of  so  poisonous  a  nature, 
that  many  of  the  convicts  lost  their  lives,  while 
forming  the  road  a  few  years  ago.  Ducks,  geese, 
and  other  birds,  cannot  live  after  drinking  of  the 
water,  though  it  appears  that  swans  offer  an  effec- 
tual resistance  to  tlie  poison.  I  saw  many  of  them 
swimming  upon  the  principal  lake ;  for,  whether 
from  fear  or  superstition,  they  are  never  disturbed 
by  the  inhabitants.  The  journey  was  rendered 
Tery  unpleasant  from  the  superior  respect  which 
my  Cossack  paid  to  his  own  comforts,  monopoli- 
zing nearly  the  whole  of  the  cart,  and  snoring  in 
such  a  manner  as  effectually  to  prevent  myself,  as 
well  as  the  driver  and  horses,  from  getting  any  rest 
whatever.  The  inhabitants  upon  this  by-road  are 
Tegular  Russian  schismatic  convicts,  and  a  more 
Tyburn-like  set  I  never  beheld.    Woe  to  hun^ 
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either  in  person  or  pocket,  i;i^  trairels  as  I  did, 
without  prepared  provisions  I — generally  they  are 
too  obstinate  to  sell  any  thing,  and,  when  they  do, 
will  charge  five  hundred  per  cent  upon  articles  of 
necessity ;  sooner  than  yield  to  which,  I,  at  numy 
villages,  went  tine  food. 

Upon  the  river  Etamza  I  made  fifteen  nulei, 
when  I  entered  upon  the  Selenga  at  its  ccnflnx 
with  the  latter  river.  The  morning  was  very  cold 
and  windy,  and  almost  too  severe  to  allow  onr  pro- 
gress at  any  rate ;  but  my  anxiety  to  get  on,  hack- 
ed by  a  dram  of  spirits  to  the  drivers,  induced  them 
to  continue,  and  I,  for  the  fourth  time,  reached 
Verchney  Udinsk,  the  latter  part  of  the  scraery 
being  lofty  and  well  wooded.  My  reports  having 
been  delivered  to  the  several  chiefs,*^  I  dined  whh 
them,  and  then  departed  for  Kiakhta^  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  distant ;  the  first  twenty-five  d 
which  were  over  the  mountains,  passing  through 
a  large  village  of  one  hundred  peasants'  dwellings* 
The  road  thence  proving  very  indifferent,  1  de- 
scended the  steep  banks  of  the  Selenga^  pursuing 
my  route  along  the  river,  and  reached  in  good  time 
the  missionary  station.  The  inhabitants  had  beei 
expecting  me  for  many  days,  not  imagining  that  I 
would  cross  the  country,  or  proceed  beyond  the 
Bolshoy  Zavod,  which  to  them  appeared  impos- 
sible. 

I  breakfasted  with  these  devout  gentlemen,  and 
then  proceeded  for  Kiakhta,  the  first  station  te 
which  was  twenty  miles  along  the  Selenga.  Tbe 
route  is  at  present  dangerous,  the  river  haying 
given  way  under  the  numerous  loaded  waggoM 
which  crossed  ql  te^xkde^T  ^srt  of  the  ice,  at  a  tio^ 
when  the  t\\eTmo\ne\fcT\fflA  ^owwVst  \:«^  ^ip  2* 
of  heat.    Along  t\ift  ^\eTk^\»»sva^^^^s^^ 
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miles  of  dreary  scenery^  with  only  a  few  miserable 
villages  to  be  seen,  I  reached  the  point  where  the 
road  turns  off  from  the  river ;  and  that  which  leads 
to  the  Chinese  frontiers  is  continued  over  a  more 
open,  wooded,  and,  of  couree,  interesting  country. 
On  reaching  Kiakhta,  the  hills  rise  in  a  command- 
ing manner,  spreading  out  in  various  directions, 
and  forming  beautiful,  but  unproductive,  valleys. 
Every  thing,  in  short,  denotes  a  frontier  situation, 
and  something  seemed  to  say,  that  here  were  the 
limits  of  two  mighty  empures. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Riakhta — Cliutchie-JSelengiosk — Irkutsk^-The  Angm 
— Nishney  Udinsk — Illan — Krasnojarsk-^Yeoissenk— 
The    Black    river — Atchinsk — Bogotova — Kemtcfaiegi 

— Perecoule — Tomsk  — Tashieka — Tdiien Kaiiuk— 

Barabinsky  steppe — Voanesensk— YalanVa— Zavolpl- 
ka — Omsk. 

The  barracks  and  storehouses  upon  the  buki 
of  the  little  brook  Kiakhta,  befcNre  the  entry  of  tlie 
fortress  so  called^  have  a  pleasing  appearance.  Hus 
is  a  neat  and  regularly  built  town,  with  four  Im- 
dred  and  fifty  houses,  and  four  thousand  infaali)- 
tants,  a  larger  proportion  to  each  dwelling  than  ii 
probably  to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  Rnsatf 
empire.     The  little  brook  of  its  own  name  serfV 
as  the  boundary  of  China  and  Russia,  upon  tk 
right  bank  of  which  the  fortress  stands.     KiaUli 
is  considered  healthy,  although  the  water  is  oflf 
good  ;  but,  for  the  more  wealthy  inhabitants^  tkf 
essential  article  of  subsistence  is  brought,  at  a€0 
siderable  expense,  from  a  distance  of  two  dA 
and  fire- wood  from  a  distance  of  twenty.    Thai 
is  so  poor,  that  even  common  vegetables  are  f 
difficulty  raised. 

The  diaincx  ^l  ^YsiJ^^v^Sa  ^v^N^x^asiWss^^ 
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called  a  director,  who  has  also  the  administration 
of  the  custom-hoQse  department,  and  unites  in  bis 
own  persim  the  judicial,  political,  military,  and 
commercial  superintendence.  The  two  former  of- 
fices are  subject  to  a  revision  from  Irkutsk,  but  die 
latter  are  dependent  only  upon  the  approbation  of 
the  cabinet.  The  situation  of  the  director  is  one 
of  great  importance  and  trust,  as  well  as  of  con* 
siderable  personal  emolument.  The  present  offi- 
cer has  held  it  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  doubtless  had  the  means  of 
amassing  a  most  princely  fortune,  if  his  inclination 
lay  ^at  way ;  he  is,  however,  not  yet  disposed  to 
quit  his  command,  and  appeared  to  me  to  be  a 
most  honourable,  intelligent,  and  indefatigable  ser* 
WBnt  of  the  emperor. 

Kiakhta,  I  have  already  said,  is  a  regular,  well- 
built  town ;  but  beyond  this  it  can  never  reach,  so 
long  as  the  jealousy  and  envious  policy  of  the 
Chmese  are  maintained.  No  stone  buildings  are 
allowed  to  be  erected,  except  only  a  church  for 
public  worship;  and,  though  situate  in  a  dreary 
at^le  basin,  it  possesses  many  comforts.  Beyond 
ibe  fortress,  and  immediately  opposite  to  Maimat- 
cbin^  is  the  town  of  commerce,  now  called  Old 
Kiakhta,  the  residence  only  of  the  merchants,  no 
pfficer  or  stranger  being  permitted  to  sleep  in  it, 
according  to  an  article  of  the  treaty  of  both  em- 
{»ire8.  I  visited  Old  Kiakhta  in  company  with  one 
<if  the  most  respectable  merchants,  agreeably  to  the 
request  of  the  director,  and  found  it  to  contain 
jforty-five  dwellings,  many  of  winch  are  very  supe- 
rior edifices,  and  Imve  within  them  very  rich  stores. 
Under  the  countenance  of  the  same  respectable 
)Derchant,  I  continued  my  route  towards  the  Chi- 
nese fortress,  for  so  it  is  called,  distant  about  Iviv^ 
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hundred  fatlioms  from  tbe  old  town  of  Kiakhti. 
Of  all  Uie  celebrated  places  I  have  seen,  and  wluch 
liave  nothing  to  support  their  celebrity,  Maimat- 
diin  is  tbe  most  eminent.     It  is  a  small,  ill-biult, 
mud  town,  with  four  narrow  mud-paved  streets, 
running  at  right  angles ;  containing,  dniing  the  fair, 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  men  and  boys,  for 
tlie  female  sex  are  prohibited.     The  houses  aie 
witliout  windows,  and  there  is  a  total  absence  of 
every  thing  that  can  interest  even  the  most  igno- 
rant or  careless.    Such,  then,  is  Maimatchin,  wh  ck 
rorainded  me  much  of  the  old  Moorish  towns  in 
the  south  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  of  those  n- 
tuate  along  the  northern  coast  of  Africa.    The  ab- 
sence of  windows  towards  the  streets  may  be  par* 
donable,  as  at  least  not  mischievous ;  but  to  the 
absence  of  the  fair  sex  is  mainly  attributable  that 
dreadful  degeneracy  which  is  said  to  pervade  afl 
ranks  of  society  among  them.    The  streets,  as  weQ 
as  the  dwellings,  are  clean ;  the  latter  are  approach- 
ed by  a  narrow  court,  on  each  side  of  which  are 
the  storehouses.  In  the  centre  of  this  oblong  sqart 
is  the  actual  residence  where  the  Chinese  live,  cat| 
drink,  smoke,  sleep,  and  carry  on  their  business; 
and  it  is  divided  into  two  apartments.     The  M 
is  appiopriated  to  the  sale  of  goods,  which  are  fan- 
tastically displayed;  and  fires,  candles,  brass  stoftf^ 
and  ovens,  meet  the  eye  at  every  comer,  in  thi 
centre,  or  wherever  the  person  may  be  who  wishN 
to  light  his  pipe.     The  other  apartment  is  appio- 
priated to  the  guests  for  eating,  drinking,  &c  tfJ 
differs  from  the  first  in  having  a  raised  platfiirti     i 
which  serves  for  a  bed  or  dining-place ;  uponth 
daring  tbe  dK^)^^^^^^^^^^)  pillows,  and  ciuhi(M 
are  neatly  xo\W  xx^^^  ^sA  Q\\i^\xi\si^x:^\^  anangctL 
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The  fixtures  of  both  i^artmeiita,  which  are  richly 
prepared,  are  of  mahogany,  brightly  polished. 

I  paid  my  respects  to  half-a-dozen  of  the  prin- 
cipal Chinese  merchants,  some  of  whom  are  well 
▼ersed  in  the  Russian  language.  I  was  every  where 
received  with  affability  and  hospitality;  tea,  li- 
queurs, dried  fruits,  cakes,  punch,  and  cigars,  were 
immediately  placed  before  me ;  and  much  interest 
seemed  to  be  excited  at  finding  an  Englishman  in 
that  distant  part  of  their  empire.    I  was  asked  if 
I  had  been  at  Canton  ;  and  on  replying  in  the  ne- 
gative, was  recommended  to  go  there.     The  £ng«» 
'    lish,  I  was  told,  carried  on  a  vast  trade  at  that 
port ;  and  that  as  I  had  come  so  far  to  see  such  a 
I    vile  place  as  Maimatchin,  I  cotdd  easily  go  and  see 
•,    Canton.    I  found  these  Chinese  extremely  cour- 
i    teoos  and  communicative ;  but  they  were  much  dis- 
3    tressed  when  I  told  them  that  I  employed  a  Chinese 
1   servant  at  Irkutsk.    They  could  not  understand 
m  how  one  of  their  celestial  descendants  t;ould  think 
I  of  living  in  the  Russian  empire.     The  fact  was, 
^  that  Captain  Rikord  had  a  Chinese  servant,  who 
5  went  from  Canton  to  Kamtchatka  expressly  to  serve 
^  him.    He  had  been  in  London  some  time,  and  was 
Q  a  good  servant,  speaking  various  languages,  and 
^  wmild  very  gladly  have  followed  me  to  England. 
^1      They  have  lanterns  placed  at  regular  distances, 
^i  and  lighted  at  a  proper  time ;  and  cotton  and  silken 
P  ;  liga,  false  bells,  and  other  absurdities,  hang  about 
^  1  ihe  exterior  of  their  dwellings.     I  visited  their 
j^  temple,  which,  notwithstanding  its  idolatrous  pur- 
|0  pose,  has.  much  of  the  Romish  character  about 
^  tt.     I  saw  no  images  of  female  saints,  but  num- 
r    iisn  of  gigantic  men  and  horses,  and  the  whole 
i    ^fBB  evidently  the  same  sort  of  glittering,  carved, 
Ukd  gilded  work,  as  the  most  tawdry  Romi^Vi  di\a<^ 
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or  chftpcl  can  boast.  The  Chinese  temples,  how- 
ever, liave  this  difference, — ^thai  real  Taloables  are 
not  to  be  seen ;  neither  gold,  silver,  nor  jewels, 
nor  even  the  semblance  of  them,  being  placed  about 
their  imap;es.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  h  tbe 
case  in  other  parts  of  China. 

There  is  no  fortress  or  defence  to  Maimatdno, 
though  from  three  to  five  hundred  souls  remain  ia 
the  village  during  the  spring,  summer,  and  autona. 
Trade  continues  during  the  whole  of  the  year ;  and 
there  is  no  ceremony  observed  on  either  side  oa 
entering  the  Russian  or  Chinese  viUages.  TI0 
best  understanding  exists,  and  each  party  altff- 
nately  entertains  the  other.  At  this  moment  the 
Chinese  are  employed  in  cards,  draughts,  dM 
drinking,  dancing,  and  singing.  In  the  month  d 
February  is  their  chief  festival,  being  what  is  toa- 
ed  the  White  Month,  or  the  bc^uining  of  their  Mf 
year.  The  principal  feasts  last  three  days,  tlati^ 
from  the  day  before  to  the  day  after  the  full  iMOi^ 
and  then  the  fair  commences.  The  Russian  chtf 
also  gives  a  feast  to  the  chief  mandarin,  and  thi 
principal  Chinese. 

In  reply  to  a  question  I  put  to  one  of  the  off* 
chants,  I  was  told  that  the  distance  from  Kiakhv 
to  Pekin  is  one  thousand  five  hundred  milei;  ^ 
tliat  a  courier  can  go  in  ten  days,  although  it  tik|r 
thirty  days  for  the  merchants  with  their  goodk 
was  informed  also  that  it  is  about  one  tbotf* 
miles  from  Kiakhta  to  the  frontiers  of  China  A 
per,  and  that  the  road  is  across  the  Mongofa 
well-peopled  territory.    The  Mongoles  are  ^ 
for  dependent  upon  the  Chinese,  as  to  permit  V 
to  pass  an^  le^^A^  Viv  xWvr  country  nnwgH 
being  paid  fox  \\\^\vff^  ^l  ^^  V«rM5A^%ju 

For  axi  accoxniX  o^  ^Jckfe  vwAfe  \^S.>^^csS!igsfeaKf 
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manner  of  carrying  it  on,  and  which  is  a  mere 
matter  of  exchange  or  barter,  as  not  the  smallest 
credit,  even  for  a  moment,  is  given  by  the  Chinese, 
although  it  is  by  the  Rnssiwis,  I  may  refer  my 
readers  to  Mr  Coxe's  very  valuable  work.  The 
mode  of  trafficking  is  there  accurately  descri- 
bed, ^e  work  and  risk  still  falling  upon  the  Rus- 
sians; the  latter  sending  their  goods  in  the  first 
instance,  and  then  receiving  their  teas,  &c  The 
diief  articles  of  import  into  Russia  are  teas,  cot- 
tons, nankeens,  silks,  and  good  satins,  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  rhubarb,  many  articles  of  curiosity 
and  ingenuity,  and  some  trinkets.  The  exports 
from  Russia  are,  in  general,  furs,  i.  e.  foxes,  sables, 
river  and  sea*otters,  wild  cats,  beavers,  and  mil- 
lions of  squirrels.  The  lightness,  warmth,  dura- 
bility, and  cheapness  of  the  latter,  have  made  them 
a  fiftvourite  with  the  Chinese ;  and  it  is  remarkable, 
that  the  most  rare  and  valuable  furs  do  not  fetch 
m  good  price  with  the  Chinese,  as  they  prefer  the 
irorst  and  most  common.  The  best  and  most  valu- 
able are  sold  at  Moscow  and  Nishney  Novgorod, 
for  the  use  of  the  Russians,  Turks,  and  Persians. 
A  large  quantity  of  woollen  cloths  and  copper 
money  is  also  exported ;  and  such,  upon  the  whole, 
is  the  trade  between  Russia  and  China,  that  it 
yields  a  clear  revenue  of  about  seven  millions  of 
roubles,  or  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds 
per  annum,  a  sum  which  in  Russia  is  equivalent  to 
ttacee  millions  in  England.  The  exports  and  im- 
ports are  averaged  at  thirty  millions  of  roubles,  or 
a  million  and  a  half  sterling.  Last  year,  three  mil- 
lions of  pounds  of  tea  were  imported  into  Russia; 
-but  this  year  the  tea,  as  indeed  every  other  trade, 
Js  far  from  brisk.  There  is  an  immense  stock  of 
furs  in  hand,  and  ibis  surplus  is  caused  bry  Xh&^vt 
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Hftving  seen  all  that  I  thought  interesting  in  and 
abont  KisJdita,  I  quitted  it  upon  the  third  day.  My 
route  lay  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Selenga,  a 
rich  pasture  level,  interspersed  with  Buriat  villages, 
whose  inhabitants  received  me  with  every  distinc- 
tion and  obsequiousness,  in  consequence  of  my 
Mongolian  passport.   At  forty  miles,  I  crossed  the 
little  river  Jackoy,  and,  coasting  it  for  twenty 
miles,  reached  a  large  Russian  village,  Cliutchie, 
containing  one  hundred  houses,  and  near  five  hun- 
dred inhabitants.     The  soil  had,  in  general,  been 
sandy,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  pine- wood  on 
it.    Being  in  an  open  cart,  I  suffered  much  from  a 
strong  cold  wind,  but  persisted  in  continuing  my 
route,  that  I  might  not  be  too  late  for  the  winter 
road  from  Irkutsk.     In  the  middle  of  ^e  night  I 
was  overturned ;  but  to  these  ioccurrences  I  had, 
of  late,  become  so  accustomed,  that  I  scarcely  no- 
ticed it,  beyond  feeling  thankful  for  another  fortn- 
Bate  escape.    The  latter  part  of  the  journey  was 
over  a  hilly  and  sterile  country,  yet  pasturing  many 
flocks  of  sheep  and  goats,  appertaining  to  some 
Bnriats,  who  are  rich  in  this  neighbourhood.  Early 
a  the  morning,  after  a  cold  and  unpleasant  night, 
nth  the  thermometer  at  30^  of  frost,  I  reached, 
ace  more,  and  for  the  last  time,  the  abode  of  tbe 
oononaries.     A  dram,  a  hearty  breakfast,  and  a 
ore  hearty  welcome,  soon  made  amends  for  all 
Y  disasters. 

Being  Sunday,  I  was  the  sole  auditor  of  a  long 

1  extemporary  sermon,  from  Isa.  xlL  10.  '*  Fear 

vn  not,  for  I  am  with  thee."     It  was  the  first  I 

I  listened  to  for  three  years,  and  was  therefore 

.bly  acceptable.    The  text  was  remarkably  ap- 

niate,  and  the  discourse  directly  adverted  to 

protection  I  had  received  from  abo7«>  ^nfvQ.^^ 

>L.  II.  M 
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my  pa^'tty  and  yet  unfinished,  pilgrimage.  After 
divine  service^  I  partook  of  a  farewell-dinnin'y  and 
bade  adien  to  these  worthy  and  sealons  misuoa- 
aries,  re^tting  only  that  a  more  active  and  matt 
useful  station  had  not  been  assigned  to  their  pn- 
sent  unpretending  and  important  occupation. 

I  visited  a  small  dock-yard,  in  which  vessels  m 
Irailt,  on  an  island  at  the  junction  of  the  Jackof 
and  Selenga,  and  which  are  employed  to  tran^Mrt 
the  merchandise  from  Kiakhta  to  Irkutsk,  wl 
down  the  Angara  to  the  Tongouska,  &c.  Fna 
what  I  saw,  I  should  term  them  clumsy  and  heivj 
galliots. 

I  heard,  with  surprise  and  regret,  upon  my » 
rival  at  the  town  of  Selenginsk,  that  my  tnml> 
ling  companions,  the  post  inspectore,  had  psaad 
through,  on  their  way  to  Kiakhta,  without  stayiif 
for  an  adieu.    They  knew  it  was  Sunday,  andpi^  . 
bably  feared  the  effects  of  a  sermon.     I  took  lb  / 
summer  road  to  Verchney  Udinsk,  which  is  di-  f 
tant  from  the  right  bank  of  the  river  some  nte 
It  is  a  hilly  and  sandy  country,  well-wooded  wi 
pine.     On  reaching  Verchney  early  in  the  mo» 
ing,  I  found  all  bustle  and  anxiety  to  see  tbeir  W0 
govemor-general.    The  officers  appeared  to  ntlf 
he  suspended  between  hope  and  fear^  and  I  etM 
not  help  smiling  to  see  their  guilty  consciences fi^ 
depicted  in  their  faces.     Being  well  assured  li' 
his  excellency's  arrival  would  take  place  tbei^ 
lowing  (lay,  I  determined  to  await  it,  to  ezpreMf 
acknowledgments  for  his  kindness  and  conad^ 
tion. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  found  good  qoartfli'' 
excellent  aodiiX.^  ^X.  \W  nhode  of  the  olowjW 

chief  and  V\\«^  'y^^^?)^^^^*   '^^'^^  ^«^«:^<«-^ 
arrived,  aa  1  \\aCL  \kT«i^vi\.^^>'«\'^  -s^V^  ^" 
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Ataff.  His  excellency's  plain  dealing  and  honest 
HBpeaking  soon  pnt  the  whole  city  in  pertnrhation. 
Very  few  compliments  passed,  and,  I  helieve,  his 
eaccellency  will  be,  though  more  disliked,  as  long 
remembered  and  respected  for  his  integrity  as  the 
late  governor-general,  Mr  Speranski ;  for  the  pre« 
seat  chief,  like  his  predecessor,  has  struck  at  the 
roots,  as  well  as  lopped  the  branches,  of  corruption. 
His  excellency  appears  determined  to  put  down 
those  abuses,  I  fear,  however,  the  task  will  prove 
4lifficalt,  unless  the  situations  of  the  officers  are 
made  more  respectable  than  they  are  at  present; 
for  certainly^  at  present,  they  have  not  the  means 
of  living  comfortably,  or  according  to  their  rank. 

I  departed  for  Irkutsk,  and  re-crossed  the  Baik- 
bal,  where  I  purchased  a  couple  of  silvery  seals' 
«kins,  or  Phoca  Siberica,  which  are  numerous  in 
the  lake,  and  consequently  set  aside  the  axiom  of 
Pliny.   I  reached  Irkutsk  safely  on  the  morning  of 
the  7th  of  February,  having  been  exactly  one  month 
absent.     Having  refreshed  myself  a  little,  I  com* 
menced  preparing  for  my  departure  towards  Eu- 
rope, which  I  hoped  to  reach  by  a  sledge-road.  So- 
ciety had  lost  every  charm  in  Irkutsk ;  the  ladies, 
the  military,  and  the  most  respectable  merchants, 
were  either  gone  to  the  fair  of  Kiakhta,  or  to  the 
hoi  baths.    I  took  possession  of  my  old  quarters, 
and  became,  as  it  were,  master  of  the  house.  Here 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  long  and  highly 
complimentary  letter  from  Sir  Charles  Bagot ;  a 
pleasure  indeed  far  too  great  to  be  described. 
.    Upon  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  February,  snow 
Sell  in  great  quantities,  and  I  consequently  depart- 
ed the  next  morning,  with  tears  of  regret  at  quit-^ 
ting  a  place  where  I  had  been  so  cordially  and  re- 
apeciMly  entertained.     If,  on  my  return,  I  expe^ 
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rience  siiiiilar  good  fortnney  I  shall  indeed  IitTe 
cause  to  rejoice ;  and,  if  my  expenses  from  hence 
to  Moscow  be  as  small  as  to  this  place,  I  may 
be  termed  a  most  economical  trayeller ;  for,  from 
thence  to  Irkutsk,  a  distance  of  about  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  miles,  in  a  direct  line,  it  cost 
me  only  thirty-two  roubles,  or  twenty-five  shfl- 
lings ;  a  sum  which  also  induded  the  purchase  of 
tobacco. 

Late  in  the  evening  I  reached  the  glass  and  doth 
manufactory  belonging  to  the  Emperor,  distant 
forty  miles  from  Irkutsk.  The  doth  produced  frooi 
this  factory,  is  of  a  stout  and  codrse  kind,  and  of  a 
greyish  colour,  and  is  destined  to  the  use  of  the  Si- 
berian army.  The  glass  is,  in  general,  of  a  green- 
ish colour,  but  both  manufactories  are  considered 
to  be  in  a  thriving  condition.  Its  commandant  de- 
pends upon  the  private  cabinet  of  the  Emperor,  and 
IS  in  no  respect  subservient  to  the  governor-general 
of  Irkutsk.  I  had  crossed  the  Angara,  with  its  fer- 
tile plain,  and  had  viewed  the  distant  hills  to  the 
right,  with  a  melancholy  to  which  I  had  not  of  late 
been  accustomed ;  after  which,  my  route  lay  over 
a  well-wooded  country,  with  neat  and  populous 
villages  at  every  ten  and  twelve  miles,  besides  num- 
bers, inhabited  by  Bnriats,  off  the  high  road,  at  the 
distance  of  two  and  three  miles.  The  weather  was 
cold,  but  the  road  being  very  fine,  we  were  not  long 
in  reaching  Nishney  Udinsk,  which  we  did  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th  of  February,  in  a  frost  of  32^. 

Nishney  Udinsk  is  a  large,  but  scattered,  town, 
situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Uda,  which  falls 
into  the  Yenissei.  The  people  were  mostly  drank, 
and  I  was  consequently  detained  for  some  Ume. 
The  town-major,  who  is  the  progeny  of  a  cockney 
shoemaker  and  a  butcher  s  daughter,  amused  ma 
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greatly,  by  showing  me  his  affidavits  and  indentures, 
bearing  the  signature  of  Sir  Richard  Carr  Gljm, 
the  then  lord  mayor.  He  is  strongly  marl^ed  with 
the  characteristics  of  his  cockney  ancestry.  It  was 
at  this  place  that  the  most  unbridled  tyranny  and 
extortion  were  practised  about  three  years  since,  by 
the  ispravnick,  who  was  seized  and  conveyed  away 
vnder  a  strong  guard,  by  order  of  Mr  Speranskiy 
and  still  remains  in  prison.  He  was  so  great  a 
simpleton  as  to  keep  his  riches  in  his  own  dwelling, 
and  all  were  consequently  confiscated.  Indeed, 
snch  were  the  abuses  in  this  commissariat,  that  the 
governor-general  was  a  fortnight  employed  in  hear- 
ing grievances.  In  those  times  no  one,  not  even 
an  officer  or  civilian,  could  pass  through  the  city 
without  a  Cossack ;  for,  unless  a  toll  were  paid, 
robbery  was  certain  afterwards  to  take  place,  a  re- 
gular band  being  employed  for  that  purpose.  Nor 
am  I  aware,  nor  have  I  any  reason  to  believe,  that 
there  is  much  difference  betwixt  its  then  and  its 
present  state. 

From  Udinsk  I  descended  a  difficult  pass,  at  a 
tremendous  rate.  Under  any  other  circumstances, 
I  should  certainly  have  preferred  slower  travelling, 
Imt  the  wretched  disposition  of  the  people  recon- 
ciled me  to  the  danger.  I  reached  the  large  vil- 
lage of  Illan,  and  the  stUl  larger  village  of  Ingashe, 
where  regularity,  cleanliness,  and  propriety  are 
more  conspicuous  than  in  any  olJier  place  that  I 
tiave  ever  seen.  Many  of  these  villages  contain 
£rom  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  dwel- 
lings. No  horse,  cow,  or  dog,  no  cart,  or  dirt  of 
any  kind,  is  allowed  to  remain  in  the  street  a  mo- 
ment. When  a  vehicle  stops  with  passengers  or 
trarellers,  it  must  remain  at  the  back  of  the  dwel- 

m2 
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ling,  and  the  street  being  thus  dear,  ^ke  trayelling 
vehicles  pass  through  the  village  with  a  wondeifiil 
rapidity,  without  any  fear  of  consequences. 

I  had  now  reached  the  frontier  town  of  the 
government  of  Irkutsk,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
amount  to  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  inclu- 
ding two  hundred  thousand  in  the  governments  of 
Yakutsk,  Okotsk,  and  Kamtchatka.  The  numher 
of  convicts  is  estimated  at  from  ten  to  twelve  tboa- 
sand ;  many  of  them  are  allowed  to  work  for  their 
own  benefit,  as  is  the  case  in  most  of  these  villages 
on  the  frontier  line.  The  children  of  these  eoor 
victs  become  what  may  be  termed  crown  peasants, 
the  sins  of  the  fathers  being  thus  truly  visited  i^ 
on  the  children,  unto  every  succeeding  generatioik 

The  government  of  Irkutsk  is  most  extensive, 
occupying  a  breadth,  from  east  Co  west,  of  two 
thousand  miles,  and  a  difference  of  latitude  equal 
to  one  thousand  two  hundred,  which  averages  not 
more  than  one  person  to  every  four  square  miles. 
This  part  of  the  world  is,  however,  so  rapidly  im- 
proving, that,  although  it  is  little  more  than  two 
years  and  a  half  since  I  passed  this  road,  I  can 
scarcely  recognise  the  same  places.  Commissariats 
have  become  governments,  towns  have  taken  the 
rank  of  cities,  villages  are  called  towns,  and  whtfe 
there  were  no  dwellings,  there  are  now  many  ham- 
lets. This  might  hastily  be  attributed  to  the  in- 
crease of  crime,  but  this  is  not  the  cause ;  it  is 
owing  to  the  transplanting  of  people  to  the  vici- 
nity of  the  new  government  from  the  sterile  wilds 
of  Ishim,  as  well  as  to  the  arrival  of  some  convicts, 
or  in  the  same  ratio  as  the  aborigines  may  be  said 
to  decrease. 

Upon  entering  the  government  of  Yenisseisk,  I 
directed  my  route  \q  lL^Sks^^\>  ^>&Ma$A  qu  the  left 
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bank  of  the  river  Kan,  the  Styx  of  Siberia;  My 
old  friend  the  schoolmaster  had  changed  his  abode^ 
a  circumstance  which  I  much  regretted.  My  route 
thence  lay  over  a  fruitful  com  and  pasture  country, 
with  a  good  deal  of  fine  scenery,  until  I  reached 
the  vicinity  of  Krasnojarsk,  when  it  became  more 
dreary  and  saiidy.  I  reached  this  new  capital  of 
a  new  province  at  midnight  in  very  cold  weather, 
and  was  glad  to  get  into  comfortable  quarters,  as 
well  as  to  escape  from  the  ruffian  set  of  convicts 
who  compose  the  inhabitants  of  many  of  the  vil- 
lages, all  of  which  are  in  a  most  disgraceful,  mean, 
and  slovenly  condition.  No  spark  of  emulation  is 
discernible  in  the  character  of  the  people  of  this 
province.  This,  no  doubt,  arises  from  want  of  en- 
couragement on  the  part  of  the  chiefs  and  visiting 
officers  ;  but  indeed  the  state  of  the  police,  and  the 
attention  shown  at  the  post-houses  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Irkutsk,  make  the  negligence  in  other  go- 
vernments much  more  conspicuous. 

I  have  heard  of  necessary  evils,  and  have  doubt- 
ed  such  a  paradox.  I  was,  however,  on  this  jour- 
ney convinced  of  the  fact  at  certain  places  and  at 
certain  times.  J  had  a  good  and  active  Cossack 
with  me,  whom  I  was  very  well  pleased  with,  ex- 
cept on  arriving  at  the  villages  in  the  Yenisseisk 
or  Tomsk  governments ;  as,  on  such  occasions,  it 
was  his  constant  practice  to  beat  and  otherwise 
ill-treat  those  whose  business  it  was  to  provide 
horses,  pulling  them  by  the  hair,  ears,  and  nose, 
and  this  without  the  least  apparent  necessity  or 
provocation.  On  my  demanding  the  reason  of  this 
brutal  conduct,  he  told  me,  that  if  custom  and  in- 
clination did  not  lead  him,  necessity  would  com- 
pel him,  so  to  act.  The  practice  had  the  effect  of 
caforcing  the  demand  afterwards  iaad<^  iQ\\tfsc^^^ 
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^ich  he  was  then  certadn  of  having  famifibed  forth- 
with. That,  hut  for  this  severe  exercise  of  antho- 
ntff  there  would  be  no  possibility  of  his  getting 
over  more  than  sixty  or  eighty  miles  a-day,  while 
the  government,  at  such  a  season  of  the  year,  ex- 
pected at  least  one  hundred  and  eighty  or  two 
hundred.  Doubting  the  truth  of  this  extraordi- 
nary representation,  I  desired  that,  at  the  next  vil- 
lage, he  would  order  horses  in  a  peremptory  man- 
ner^ but  not  ill-treat  or  abuse  the  people  concon- 
ed ;  he  did  so,  tendered  the  passport,  and  desired 
all  haste  to  be  made ;  the  elder  oi  the  village  re- 
plied the  horses  would  arrive  immediately.  I  wait- 
ed half  an  hour,  and  got  none.  '^  Where  is  the 
elder  of  the  viUage  ?" — '^  At  the  ^n-shop,**  said 
the  Cossack,  <<  helping  to  drink  out  the  money 
which  is  to  be  paid  for  the  next  station."  The 
elder  of  the  village  then  came  to  me  with  an  apo- 
logy, and  returned  to  the  gin-shop  ;  nor  did  I  act- 
ually get  horses  for  two  hours,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time,  the  Cossack  again  had  recourse  to  bis 
old  and  effectual  mode  of  levy.  The  reader  will 
believe  I  never  again  interfered  farther  than  to  en- 
treat he  would  be  more  lenient ;  the  consequence 
was,  I  had  horses  always  provided  in  ten  minutee. 
This  custom  of  flogging  the  peasants  in  advance 
is  so  generally  carried  into  execution,  that  they 
become  more  hardened  and  unfeeling  than  they 
otherwise  would  be  ;  and  it  is  custom  which  makes 
tiiem  so  averse  to  carry  the  government  requisi- 
tions into  effect.  It  must  proceed  from  the  weak 
and  ignorant  policy  of  their  immediate  snperion ; 
a  policy  which  adds  greatly  to  the  natural  tynnny 
of  the  Cossacks.  It  was  the  strict  and  rigorooi 
discipline  kept  u\)  by  the  late  governor  of  Iikutsk, 
Treddn^  t\\&x  eix^\&^  ^^  vra^^sS^^^^ad.  atiU  ea* 
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ables  him,  to  travel  througb  that  government  speedi- 
ly and  safely,  with  the  exception  of  the  point  at 
Nishney  Udinsk.  By  proper  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, these  people  might  be  recalled  from  the 
state  of  depravity  and  insensibility  they  are  now 
forced  into,  and  be  made,  like  most  of  the  inhabit-^ 
ants  of  Siberia,  a  rational  people ;  whereas  now/ 
drunkenness,  negligence,  and  recklessness  are  their 
characteristics. 

That  the  peasant  is  thus  harshly  treated  in  many 
parts  of  the  Russian  empire,  I  will  not  deny ;  but 
whatever  obedience  he  may  implicitly  pay  to  his 
national  superiors,  let'  it  not  be  supposed  that  he 
will  tamely  submit  so  to  be  treated  by  foreigners  ; 
on  the  contrary,  1  have  seen  several  instances  of 
insulted  pride  in  the  peasant  justly  revenged.  As 
a  very  recent  instance,  I  may  mention  that  an  Eng- 
lish gentleman,  a  Mr  C,  travelling  upon  a  com- 
mercial speculation  about  the  central,  and,  conse- 
quently, real,  Russian  provinces,  observed  the  Cos- 
sacks, and,  in  one  instance,  an  officer,  beat  and  other* 
wise  ill-treat  the  postilions  and  people  employed 
in  preparing  the  horses.  At  one  of  the  stations, 
Mr  C  considered  he  was  not  promptly  attended 
to,  tJidysans  drimoniey  he  proceeded  also  to  abuse 
and  beat  one  of  the  postilions.  What  was  the  con- 
sequence ?  The  man  quietly  proceeded  on  with  his 
work,  and  then  made  a  formal  complaint  to  the  elder 
of  the  village,  a  person  delegated  with  magisterial 
authority,  who  called  upon  Mr  C,  for  an  explana- 
tion, first,  for  what  he  had  struck  the  man  ?  For 
inattention. — And  pray,  who  are  you  ?  An  Eng- 
lishman.— Of  what  rank  ?  A  merchant. — Oh  I  oh  I 
says  llie  old  gentleman,  as  he  proceeded  to  fetch 
the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  preservation  of 
peace  and  good  order  in  every  village,  a  co^y  ^^ 


142  KBANSNOJAR8K. 

which  iH  kept  in  the  poet-house,  as  well  ae  at  the 
etarista's.     Mr  C.  had  the  offended  articles  point- 
ed oat  to  him,  witli  a  demand  of  two  hondred  and 
fifty  ronblea,  ten  guineas,  penalty,  partly  to  be 
given  to  tlie  sufferer,  and  partly  to  the  poor.    Mr 
C.  demanded  why  the  like  was  not  acted  up  to 
with  others  offending  ?    The  starista  sud,  that  of- 
ficers so  acting  could  be  reported  to  superior  au- 
thority, but  that  the  public  service  did  not  aUow 
their  being  detained  for  private  injoriea ;  but,  siys 
the  starista,  if  yon  do  not  choose  to  pay  the  imt 
or  if  yon  cannot,  you  may  empower  me  to  proceed 
in  a  more  summary  manner,  namely,  to  have  vn 
flogged  with  leather  thongs  to  the.  number  of  toi^ 
teen  lashes.     I  need  not  say  Mr  C.  quickly  piid 
the  money,  and  acknowledged  his  error ;  wbetiiff 
from  fear  tliat  the  leather  thongs  are  the  same  ai 
the  knout,  I  know  not ;  but  I  believe  this  am 
Mr  C.  is  still  in  Russia,  settled  in  a  most  extes- 
sive  business,  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  adnoii* 
stration  of  the  laws,  which,  if  acted  up  to,  eqwd- 
ally  protect  the  middling  and  lower  parts  of  the 
community. 

At  Krasnojarsk  I  visited  a  party  of  Jews,  if 
whom  there  are  seventy  in  the  city,  some  of  tiioi 
very  rich.   I  was  surprised  at  their  wearing,  added 
to  their  long  beard,  a  Tartar  dress,  which  coiaB0 
of  a  long  silk  gown,  sash,  and  black  bonnet.  lU' 
features,  customs,  and  conduct,  are  otherwise  Ai 
same  with  the  rest  of  their  nation.      The  price  if 
provisions  is  much  greater  at  Krasnojarsk  tfani' 
was  formerly,  owing  to  the  formation  of  tiieM* 
government.     1  called  on  my  old  friends  the  t0 
missary  an^V  i^oVk^-mo&ter ;  the  woiulerful  alv 
atioiia  wWicVi  axi  \\icxc^vi  qI  \^\^\\vA  wv^  ii  if 
latter  o£  ibeae  offiv«.cr^>^«rj^^\»  ^^x^Ajq  \si&^' 
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man  nature  is  every  where  the  same.  I  found  the 
city  in  its  old  place,  hut  much  improved  in  new 
buildings,  public  and  private ;  those  for  the  chan- 
celry  are  beautiful  in  their  design,  and  liberal  in 
their  execution.  The  city  is,  in  general,  built  of 
wood,  but  bricks  are  coming  into  more  general  use. 
The  situation,  both  in  winter  and  summer,  is  windy 
and  exposed.  On  the  opposite  banks  of  the  rivers 
Atchin  and  Yenissei,  the  country  is  beautiful  and 
fertile  during  the  spring,  summer,  and  autumn,  but 
not  healthy.  It  was  at  this  place  that  the  Em- 
peror Paul  wished  to  form  a  Scotch  colony ;  and 
if  the  project  were  followed  up  by  the  present  Em- 
peror, it  would  doubtless  succeed,  upon  the  liberal 
encouragement  which  he  is  known  to  give  to  fo- 
reigners, generally  and  individually. 

Having  renewed  my  passport  and  got  my  sledge 
T^wired,  I  departed  with  the  intention  of  visiting 
the  ancient  town  of  Yenisseisk,  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river  of  the  same  name,  two  hundred  miles 
lunth  of  this ;  and  thence  to  have  cut  into  the  main 
road  at  Atchinsk.  Such  was,  however,  the  state 
of  the  roads,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible.  I  had 
much  wished  to  visit  the  manufactories  establish- 
ed in  that  place,  especially  those  for  working  up 
sea-horse  and  mammoth  teeth.  A  set  of  chess- 
men were  presented  me  about  three  years  ago, 
which  go  into  the  compass  of  one-third  of  an  inch 
aqnare;  consequently,  so  smaU,  that  it  requires 
good  eyes  to  distinguish  the  pieces  from  the  pawns. 
I  bad  also  some  desire  to  see  Yenisseisk,  because 
it  is  one  of  the  most  antique  places  in  Siberia,  the 
old  Russian  style  of  building  being  still  kept  up, 
in  which  the  roofs  of  the  houses  project  twelve 
and  fifteen  feet  beyond  the  walls,  and  form  a  com- 
plete shelter.    There  is,  besides,  another  curiosity 
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therp,  which  is  ftimed  all  over  Siberia.  This  is  a 
maHRive  silver  candelabrnm,  suspended  from  the 
centre  of  the  church  ;  its  weight  is  one  thousand 
pounds,  and  its  value  above  five  thousand.  Tht 
advanced  state  of  spring,  and  the  badness  of  the 
roadfl,  prevented  my  visiting  it,  and  I  continued  on 
the  Htraight  route. 

The  road  to  the  first  station  was  so  bad  that  we 
changed  horses  twice,  nor  were  the  following  stagei 
much  better ;  the  first  entirely  without  snow,  nd 
the  others  with  too  much.     I  reached  the  Bkk 
Itiver  with  a  broken  sledge,  the  road  so  hilly  aad 
full  of  ruts,  that,  from  the  heavy  iiedls  we  got,  let* 
pected  to  be  laid  up  ;  the  concussions  were  dmt 
ful,  and  I  never  suffered  so  much  in  my  life.  SoM* 
times,  while  going  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  per  hgt, 
upon  a  smooth  and  level  road,  the  vehicle  wodi 
be  pitche<l  to  a  distance  of  six  or  eight,  and  our 
a  perpendicular  ^1  of  two  feet,  nearly  killing  tb 
liorses  with  the  shock.     In  such  a  state  I  leacW 
Atchinsk,  which,  from  a  large  village  when  I V 
here  before,  is  now  become  a  small  town.    Iti  h' 
cal  situation  at  the  junction  of  the  Atchin  ^ 
Tongouska  is  valuable.     On  reaching  theviUif 
of  Bogatova,  the  country  becomes  better  caltiw 
and  more  picturesque.     The  heavy  rains  whkti 
is  subject  to,  do  great  damage,  frequently  ina^ 
ting  the  country,  as  far  as  Kemtchouga.  TliedV 
into  the  government  of  Tomsk  is  equally  misfliV 
with  that  of  Yenisseisk,  nor  are  the  roads  aoj^  | 
ter.     To  add  to  the  misery  of  its  appearaoflli/i 
met  two  gangs  of  convicts,  about  three  hiuHM'| 
number,  journeying  to  a  long  home.    Foztf»^ 
ever,  aud  ^ood  ^ahlea^ 
the  two  ^oveTi«siCii\a 


er,  joumeymg  to  a  long  nome.    Jtoxtf>":  ■  C*y 
and  ^ood  ^ahlea^  with  wild  goats,  abotf^'f  T^ 

1^  X  X' 


BIRRICOULE.  145 

the  house  in  which  I  was  quartered,  called  forth 
the  exercise  of  my  powers.  She  was  determined 
to  afford  me  no  assistance  or  civility,  even  deny- 
ing me  her  habitation,  as  she  expected  the  captain 
ispravnick  that  day.  Having  arrived  the  first,  and 
knowing  that,  by  law,  I  was  entitled  to  the  best 
quarters  in  the  village,  I  did  not  feel  inclined,  par- 
ticularly on  account  of  my  wife,  to  give  up  the 
r>int,  her  abode  being  reall^p  comfortable  and  clean, 
therefore  persisted ;  telling  the  lady,  at  the  same 
time,  that  1  only  wanted  a  little  milk,  which  I 
would  pay  for.  This  declaration  had  such  an  ef- 
fect upon  the  poor  woman,  that  she  became  as  in- 
terested to  serve,  as  she  had  before  seemed  incli- 
ned to  annoy  me.  She  told  me  her  expected  guest 
would  require  something  more  substantial  than 
milk,  besides  a  twenty-five  rouble  note,  or  a  skin 
of  that  value.  The  poor  woman  also  confessed 
that  she  had  paid  the  same  sum  not  long  ago,  and 
was  again  prepared  for  the  honour  done  her  by  this 
commissary. 

My  route  lay  over  a  level  country,  boasting  nu- 
merous villages,  but  all  bear  the  Tomsk  character 
-^marks  of  much  misery.  There  is  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  fine  timber  about  the  country,  be- 
fore the  city  of  Tomsk  is  approached.  The  pros- 
pect then  becomes  most  dreary  and  desolate,  pre- 
senting one  boundless  waste  of  brushwood,  covered 
with  snow.  I  reached  the  city  late  in  the  evening, 
quite  knocked  up  from  fotigue  and  want  of  rest, 
fdthough  my  wife  still  held  on.  To  try  my  pa- 
tience, I  was  kept  waiting  at  the  police-office  two 
hours  before  I  was  provided  with  quarters :  into 
the  first,  however,  I  could  not  be  received,  nor 
into  a  second  which  were  pointed  out  to  me ;  and 
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upon  my  arrival  at  tbe  third,  I  found  them  so  bad 
as  to  he  hardly  hahitahle ;  perhaps  I  was  gettmg 
too  nice  and  delicate*  At  any  rate,  they  were  eo 
had  as  not  to  induce  my  staying  a  longer  period 
than  was  necessary.  I  paid  my  respects  to  the  ac^ 
ing  governor,  an  excellent  character,  as  also  to  Mn 
lUechefsky,  wife  of  the  late  governor.  In  Tomsk, 
as  in  many  other  places,  the  acts  of  the  new  go- 
yemor-geneial  (for  Siberia  has  now  two  goverDor»> 
general,  the  eastern  one  commanding  the  govern- 
ments of  Tobolsk  and  Tomsk,  with  the  chieftain- 
ship of  Omsk ;  and  the  western  one  commanding 
the  governments  of  Irkntsk  and  Yenisseisk,  with 
the  chieftainships  of  Yakutsk,  Okotsk,  and  Kamt- 
chatka)  have  created  great  disgust ;  among  others, 
may  he  mentioned  his  conduct  to  the  people  work- 
ing the  brandy  distilleries.  The  govemor-genenl 
is  General  Kaptzevitch  of  the  army,  a  man  who 
distinguished  himself  in  the  late  campaigns.  His 
severity  and  rigid  principles  are  not  likely  to  gain 
him  many  friends  in  Siberia ;  as  would  be  divined 
from  his  having  actually  ordered  officers  to  receive 
80  many  blows,  if  the  quantity  of  spirits  extracted 
from  coi*n  were  not  more  than  doubled.  Whether 
the  general  was  right  or  wrong  in  the  mode  of  in- 
creasing the  revenue,  or  of  maJcing  people  do  their 
duty,  is  one  question ; — whether  the  officers  and 
people  employed  did  not  make  a  pecuniary  aacri- 
fiice  to  escape  such  humiliation,  is  another;  bntf 
certain  it  is,  the  quantity  of  spirits  is  produced. 

It  is  in  agitation  to  remove  the  seat  of  govetn- 
ment  from  Tomsk,  to  a  village  not  far  distant ;  for 
what  reason  I  cannot  conjecture,  as  no  seat  of  gv* 
▼emment  is  required  to  furnish  more  than  the 
conveniences  of  keeping  up  the  commnnicatoB' 
Tomsk  has  aVt^^d^  Vq%\.  much  of  its  popnlatioB 
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within  these  ten  years  ;  the  district  of  Kolyma 
which  C9ntains  a  population  of  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand,  is  now  independent  of  it ;  and 
the  new  goFemment  of  Yenisseisk  has  taken  from 
it  ahout  sixty  thousand  ;  so  that  the  patronage  and 
pecuniary  concerns  of  the  governor  of  this  province 
are  greatly  diminished.  The  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  city  is,  at  present,  near  ten  thousand, 
^which  will  shortly  be  reduced,  as  a  grekt'  number 
will  quit.  There  are  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
houses  and  twelve  churches  in  the  city,  situate  at 
the  junction  of  the  rivers  Tom  and  Ousheika,  one 
of  the  most  dreary  and  bleak  situations  in  the 
world.  A  great  number  of  Mahomedan  Tartars 
reside  in  the  city  and  contiguous  villages,  who  are 
of  the  same  caste  as  those  of  Kazan. 

From  Tomsk  I  departed  for  Tobolsk,  that  I 
might  see  the  new  governor-general;  and,  as  tiie 
road  is  one  I  have  never  been  over,  I  shall  be  more 
particular  in  tracing  and  describing  it.  The  first 
forty  miles  were  over  a  fine  road,  the  borders  of 
w^hich  wer^  lined  with  noble  timber,  such  as  birch 
and  pine.  There  was  some  tolerable  park-scenery, 
but  the  country  was  generally  flat.  At  the  little 
romantic  village  of  Tasheka  I  crossed  the  magni- 
ficent river  Obe,  where  it  was  a  mile  wide.  Thence 
my  route,  day  and  night,  was  continued  over  a 
most  uninteresting  low  flat  pasture  plain,  with 
here  and  there  a  few  dirty  villages.  At  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  I  reached  the  village  of  Tchien, 
where  I  breakfasted  with  an  old  man,  who  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  upon  the  Barabinsky  steppe, 
under  the  auspices  of  Catherine.  He  remembered 
when  bread  was  a  halfpenny,  and  beef  five  pence, 
for  thirty-six  pounds ;  whereas  they  now  sell  at 
fire  pence  and  thirty  pence.    Formerly  alto^  the 
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people  worked  better^  and  not  being  the  high-road, 
they  had  not  so  many  drawbacks* 

The  road,  as  I  proceeded^  was  crowded  with 
caravans  loaded  with  tea,  silks,  and  furs ;  and  I 
reached  the  town  of  Kainsk  in  good  time  to  break- 
fast. The  road  was  good,  but  the  country  and 
villages  bear  the  most  wretched  desert  appearance ; 
no  wood  of  any  description  is  to  be  seen  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Obe.  1  had  crossed  the  Kainka 
before  entering  Kainsk,  which  is  a  neat  town, 
standing  in  the  centre  of  a  low  bmshwood  forest 
There  are  six  hundred  houses,  and  two  thousand 
five  hundred  people.  The  three  chiefs  who  com- 
mand it  appear  to  have  placed  it  in  a  flourishing 
state.  In  ^e  town  are  several  handsome  biick 
edifices,  a  well-stocked  market,  and  clean  streets; 
but  there  was  not  the  least  bustle  or  noise,  saye 
that  of  the  tolling  of  a  solitary  bell  for  mass. 

From  Kainsk  I  directed  my  steps  towards  Omsk, 
having  understood  that  the  governor-general, 
Kaptzevitch,  had  left  Tobolsk  for  that  place. 
The  central  part  of  the  Barabinsky  steppe  presents 
a  good  deal  of  cultivation,  which  increased  as  I 
reached  the  western  parts  of  it.  Horses,  goats, 
sheep,  and  cows,  appeared  very  abundant.  The 
soil  is  considered  so  fine,  that  it  resists  the  cold  in 
a  more  than  ordinary  degree.  Bears  and  wolves 
abound  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  approach  the 
villages  so  close,  as  often  to  alarm  the  people. 
Hogs,  fowls,  ducks,  and  geese,  are  seen  running 
about  the  villages,  in  all  of  which  there  are  several 
farm-yards.  Considering  the  northern  situation  of 
the  Barabinsky  steppe,  the  excessive  rigour  of  its 
climate,  which,  forty  years  ago,  was  deemed  unin- 
habitable, and  the  various  obstacles  which  opposed 
agriculture,  \t  canxiot.  be  denied  that  great  praise  li 
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due  both  to  the  goyeniment  and  the  colonists.  At 
present,  probably,  there  is  less  danger  in  traversingr 
It  than  any  other  part  of  the  Russian  empire; 
though  the  inhabitants  in  general  do  not  possess  so 
mnch  of  that  kindness  for  which  the  Siberians  are 
celebrated,  most  of  them  being  schismatics  front 
the  Greek  church,  and  descendants  of  those  sent 
thither  for  colonization  by  the  Empress  Catherine. 
Their  villages  are  now  so  numerous  and  well- 
peopled,  that  sixty  and  seventy  dwellings  are  met 
ivith  at  every  five  or  six  miles. 

Having  been  hospitably  entertained  by  the  com-, 
missary  of  Kainsk,  with  whom  I  had  previously 
been  acquainted  in  Tumen,  I  departed  for  Omsk, 
and  before  I  had  proceeded  ten  miles  on  my  jour- 
ney, the  Cossack  left  me  to  pass  his  time  in  a  gin- 
shop,  and  I  continued  on  without  him ;  but,  by 
buckling  a  pair  of  horses  to  a  slight  sledge,  he 
succeeded  in  overtaking  me.  Terror  was  depicted 
in  his  countenance,  for  he  was  conscious  of  having 
rendered  himself  liable  to  severe  punishment.  He 
turned  out  a  worthless  drunkard,  but  I  pardoned, 
in  preference  to  punishing  him.  The  first  half- 
dozen  villages,  which  are  very  well  built  and  clean, 
contain  five  or  six  hundred  inhabitants  each.  The 
road  being  very  fine,  we  were  enabled  to  reach 
Voznesensk,  ninety  miles  from  Kainsk,  in  twelve 
hours.  Many  people  are  stationed  on  the  road, 
and  employed  as  contractors  on  account  of  go- 
vernment, to  buy  up  the  next  year's  com,  which 
begins  already  to  get  dear,  owing  to  the  demands 
for  the  support  of  the  garrison  of  Omsk  and  the 
people  of  Tobolsk.  There  were  also  on  the  road 
several  persons  bound  to  the  new  government  of 
Yenisseink,  from  the  wilds  of  Ishim.  They  are 
principally  Poles,  and,  on  account  o^  \Vv^  %QN«wi.- 
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ment  offering  lands  free  of  taxes  for  twenty  yem, 
are  remoying  to  more  fertile  places. 

I  tamed  off  from  the  Baiabinsky  steppe  preYiooB 
to  my  reaching  Tara,  and  took  the  dmct  route  to 
Omsk ;  a  route  which  I  fonnd  it  difficult  to  tn- 
Terse,  heing  so  narrow,  that  the  horses  were  obliged 
to  go,  as  it  is  called  in  this  country,  **  goose-fih 
shion/'  one  after  another.     The  sledge  I  had  wis 
also  too  broad  for  the  road,  and  frequently  threat- 
ened to  upset,  though  this  could  do  us  little  in* 
jury,  the  depth  of  the  snow  being  such,  that  hsif- 
a- dozen  horses  could  not  have  remoyed  the  yehi- 
de  from  such  a  situation.    The  point  where  the 
road  branches  off  is  also  the  line  of  demarcadfls 
between  the  goyemments  of  Tobolsk  and  Tomal^ 
and  is  formed  by  the  large  and  neat  yillage  of  Ti- 
lanka,  which  contains  one  thousand  fiye  hundred 
inhabitants.    I  felt  extremely  gratified  at  reaclui; 
the  goyemment  of  Tobolsk,  which  appeared  to  mc^ 
eyen  on  the  frontier  line,  to  be  inhabited  byamoR 
civilized  and  generous  race  than  that  of  its  easten 
neighbour.     The  lands  were  certainly  in  a  better 
condition,  being  stoutly  and  neatly  fenced  in,  it 
least  along  my  route,  which  was  on  the  right  hak 
of  the  Om.     The  only  picturesque  spot,  howeTO; 
on  the  road  to  Omsk  was  at  the  village  of  Tan)* 
ganka.     Here  I  baited  for  some  time  at  the  tboitt 
of  an  old  man,  who  maintains  a  couple  of  Kiigose^ 
if  possible,  in  a  more  miserable  state  than  my  faocf 
had  before  painted  them ;  for  here  they  weieia* 
frost  of  32^,  worse  than  half-naked,  yet  in  i^ 
state  compelled  to  work  hard  for  their  bread.  ' 
reached  Omsk  on  the  third  day,  and  put  up  atsf 
old  quarters. 

In  addition  to  what  I  have  before  said  of  ^ 
Kirguise  andC^mxxck^^the  former  may  beddf 
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d  as  a  half  MoDgolian  and  half  Tartar  breed, 
e  the  latter  are  pore  Mongoles ;  their  respect- 
^aracters  do  not  so  much  vary,  for,  in  their 
less,  filth,  and  abject  state,  they  are  indeed  as 
people. 
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Omsk — Tou-Kalan — Ishim — Tobolsk — Kamishloff--Mr 
Major*s  establishment  — £katherinebourg  — Billimbaj- 
Zavod — Bissertskaya  Krepost — Koungour — Perm — Ok- 
hansk — Kilmess-  selti — M  almisb — Kazan — Tchebokaari 
— ^Vassil—Nishney  Novgorod— Borgorodskoye — Pautovo 
— Vladimir — Moscow — Klinn — T  ver —  Toijock — ^Viib- 
ney  Volotchock — Novgorod — St  Petersbui^. 

My  firat  duty  was  to  wait  upon  his  excellency, 
the  governor- general  Kaptzevitch,  to  whom  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  being  known  in  Kazan.  I  was  re- 
ceived as  usual,  and  every  attention  and  kindness 
were  renewed  to  me  hy  my  old  companions.  My 
passports  were  also  renewed,  a  public  order  was 
given  for  every  legal  assistance  to  be  rendered  me, 
and  I  again  prepared  to  start.  Omsk  appeared, 
like  most  places  in  Siberia,  to  have  undergone  a 
considerable  change  ;  for  the  streets  are  kept  clean, 
the  gaps  are  all  filled  up  with  new  houses,  public 
buildings  have  been  erected  for  many  of  the  chief 
officers,  a  cloth  manufactory  has  heen  established, 
and  is  already  at  work,  and  the  lame,  blind,  deaf, 
and  dumb,  are  employed  in  it ;  the  streets  are  no 
longer  traversed  by  the  begging  poor,  and  a  more 
military  air  pervades  the  town  than  formerly;  more 
of  real  justice  \ft  «AiftYK\BX«t^^  ^^'w^^'^'^We  line 
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of  demarcation,  and,  consequently,  more  "jgsamJ  ^"^"^ 
satisfaction  and  tranquillity  prevail. 

I  attended  an  examination  of  the  young  Cossacks, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  and,  consider- 
ing their  ages,  thought  them  very  well  advanced 
in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic;  the  senior 
classes  have  also  made  considerable  progress  in 
drawing,  fortification,  algebra,  and  mathematics; 
and  one,  a  distinct  class,  in  the  art  of  surveying, 
with  the  view  of  being  employed  to  survey  the 
whole  of  Siberia.  They  are  well  clothed,  fed^  and 
lodged,  at  the  expense  of  the  Emperor ;  as  are  also 
the  sons  of  the  soldiers  of  Siberia,  of  whom  there 
are  one  thousand  in  the  Lancasterian  school,  which 
sjTstem  is  still  laudably  persevered  in,  and  with  com* 
plete  success.  Omsk  has  of  late  been  erected  into 
a  vice-government,  and  consequently  a  chancery 
court,  and  ti'ade  will  be  established  there,  indepen- 
dently of  Tobolsk. 

After  two  days'  stay,  I  departed  from  Omsk ; 
previous  to  which,  I  encountered  some  difficulty 
ere  I  could  be  permitted  to  bid  an  adieu  to  the 
governor-general.  It  would  seem  that  the  swag- 
gerings  of  jacks  in  office,*such  as  A.  D.  C.'s  secre- 
taries, pages,  and  the  like,  have  found  their  way 
from  civilized  Europe  to  barbarous  Asia,  as  they 
are  termed.  I  called  upon  his  excellency,  and  was 
told  by  one  of  these  contemptible  fellows,  that  if  I 
made  my  conge  to  him,  it  were  the  same  thing.  I 
told  him  I  thought  otherwise,  when  I  was  given  to 
understand^  that  he  could  not  inform  the  governor- 
general  of  my  being  in  waiting,  unless  I  told  him, 
the  servant,  for  it  is  the  same  thing,  what  I  had  to 
say  to  his  excellency.  Still  I  persevered,  and 
merely  remarked,  that  if  I  could  not  speak^  at  least 
I  could  write — of  course  I  was  instantly  admitted) 
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and  he  reprimanded,  instead  of  being  discharged 
like  any  other  servant.  I  mention  the  circumstance 
as  one  to  prove  that  Siberia  is  also,  like  Europe, 
advancing  backwards  in  the  score  of  humanity  and 
civility.  Quitting  this  subject,  which  occupied  my 
thoughts  for  some  time,  I  soon  reached  Tou-Kalan, 
a  place  which  I  well  remembered,  as  bemg  that 
where  I  lost  my  passports  and  papers  ;  this  village 
has  also  risen  to  the  rank  of  a  town.  Thence  my 
route  lay  towards  Ishim,  one  hundred  miles  from 
Omsk.  Upon  the  road  I  again  had  a  difference 
on  a  point  of  etiquette  with  a  young  officer  who 
was  going  thither.  The  road  was  so  narrow,  and 
both  our  sledges  so  broad,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
pass  without  one  of  them  being  upset  into  the  snow. 
Presuming  on  his  rank  as  an  officer,  he  ordered  my 
Cossack  and  driver  to  pull  up  out  of  the  path  and 
let  him  pass.  My  Cossack,  though  told  that  he 
was  an  officer,  refused  to  obey  until  he  knew  his 
rank ;  and  finding  that  he  was  a  lieutenant,  and 
consequently  only  noble,  desired  him  to  make  way 
for  most  noble.  The  young  gentleman,  being  press- 
ed for  time,  and  rather  headstrong,  drove  on  as 
near  the  edge  of  the  road  as  possible,  and  his  sledge 
coming  in  contact  with  mine,  was  most  complete- 
ly turned  off  the  road  into  the  snow.  His  situation 
was  truly  laughable,  as  he  was  obliged  either  to 
unload  it,  or  remain  until  the  melting  of  the  snow 
would  allow  his  proceeding.  I  wished  him  a  plea- 
sant journey,  and  resumed  mine. 

The  road  to  Ishim  was  in  a  bad  state,  the  coun- 
try very  dreary,  yet  there  is  some  fine  wood  to  be 
seen.  It  was  now  Lent,  and  I  could  get  little  to 
eat  but  salt  fish.  This  was  a  circumstance  I  had 
not  calculated  on,  but  there  was  no  remedy  nearer 
than  Tobolsk.  1  vo^^^^^'c^^goSiAaL^^tiD^-hoiMe, 
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where  money  is  demanded,  being,!  think,  the  third 
instance  of  such  an  occurrence  in  Siberia.  The 
landlady  had  that  day  given  her  daughter  in  mar- 
riage to  a  young  farmer,  and  had  also  benefited  her 
son,  by  giving  him  a  wife  at  the  same  time.  It  was 
ten  o'clock  when  I  arrived,  and  though  the  custom 
of  Siberia  is  to  turn  out  of  the  best  room  and  make 
place  for  a  visitor,  yet  I  was  unwilling  to  allow  of 
.this,  and  supped  in  the  kitchen,  which  was  deci- 
dedly the  best  part  of  the  house  ;  for  the  principal 
room,  where  the  new-married  couples,  their  father 
and  mother,  and  three  younger  children,  in  all  nine 
people,  slept,  was,  from  the  warmth  and  horrid 
smell,  scarcely  possible  to  be  borne.  I  asked  the 
old  lady  how  she  could  think  of  celebrating  nup- 
tials at  such  a  period  of  the  year,  it  being  Lent ; 
ber  answer  was,  I  do  not  recollect. 

There  is  some  tolerable  park-scenery  north  of 
Ishim,  which,  in  my  idea,  was  much  improved  by 
the  numerous  windmills  at  work.  They  are  the 
first  I  have  seen  in  Siberia,  and  extend  along  the 
road  from  Omsk  to  Tobolsk.  The  peasants  are 
here  very  industrious  and  economical,  but  the  lands 
are  sterile,  and  consequently  produce  but  little 
bread,  which  is  sold  at  ten  pence  the  forty  pounds, 
while  meat-,  of  which  there  is  a  gi*eat  abundance, 
from  the  excellency  of  the  pastures,  is  only  thirty 
pence  the  forty  pounds.  The  people  are,  however, 
80  really  Russian,  that  they  cannot  do  without 
bread,  cost  what  it  wilL  Many  of  them  are,  in 
consequence,  removing  to  the  new  government  of 
Yenisseisk.  I  passed  through  several  Tartar  vil- 
lages, willingly  partaking  of  their  homely  fare, 
though  more  for  the  comfort  of  a  blazing  fire,  which 
is  always  burning  on  their  hearths.  I  treated  the 
wives  with  tea,  who,  however^  respect  the  presenA«<> 
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not  only  of  their  hnsbandS}  but  of  any  other  mak, 
too  much,  to  partake  of  it  without  their  previooB 
consent.     These  Tartars  are  a  most  obliging  and 
hospitable  race,  who  cheeritilly  obey  the  commands 
of  the  government,  and  hardly  ever  go  beyond  the 
village  which  borders  on  their  own.    They  are  be- 
come excellent  agricoltmiBts,  and  the  women  em' 
ploy  tliemselves  in  weaving  a  strong  sort  of  car 
peting,  which  they  convert  to  counterpanes,  blan 
kets,  and  bed-carpets.    Their  dwellings  are  deal 
and  neat,  not  unlike  a  common  guard-room ;  the] 
have  no  chairs  or  stools,  and  live  principally  upa 
horse  flesh,  and  are  all  Mohamedans  of  the  Kaitt 
tribe.  Uponreaching  the  environs  of  Tobolsk,  wh 
with  hard  work  and  worse  roads,  we  lost  a  hoM| 
which,  by  law,  I  was  obliged  to  pay  for,  as  it  «■ 
the  shaft  horse ;  the  sum  was  twenty  five  roobhi 
or  one  guinea.     As  I  neared  the  city,  I  obsenv 
my  Cossack  constantly  drunk,  and  it  tnnied  M 
that  he  had  sold  all  my  copper  cooking  uteflri 
the  loss  of  which  I  had  not  discovered  in  tiae^ 
we  could  get  nothing  upon  the  road  to  cook.  T 
more  gangs  of  convicts  were  passed  before  I  B$ 
ed  Tobolsk,  which  was  late  in  the  evening,  W 
I  was  instantly  provided  with  as  good  quartcf 
I  could  desire.   The  cold  was  so  intense,  thitf 
Cossack,  who  had  fiedlen  asleep  from  liquor, 
severely  frost-bitten. 

Tobolsk  has  undergone  little  or  no  change 
I  left  it,  unless  it  be  in  its  governor';  and  a  f 
change  has  taken  place  within  one  year,  in 
government  and  province,  except  Okotsk. 
ed  three  pleasant  days  with  my  friend  Mr  G 
trom,  the  same  who  travelled  across  the  I 
I  also  renewed  acquaintances  with  old  ' 
and)  except  thai  the  society  is  less  plear 
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more  reserved,  I  obBemed  little  difference.  The 
present  goyemor  and  governor-general  are  unmar- 
ried men,  consequently  have  little  inducement  to 
have  females  at  their  houses.  A  certain  air  of  pride 
and  severityalso  prevents  so  good  an  understanding 
as  ought  to  subsist,  and  which,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  late  governor,  did  subsist,  in  this  city. 
Tobolsk  is  a  more  regular  and  compact  built 

Elace  than  Irkutsk ;  it  contains  one  thousand  eight 
andred  and  seventy  houses,  eight  thousand  males, 
and  ten  thousand  females,  besides  the  military  and 
Cossacks,  and  is  consequently  larger  than  Irkutsk. 
It  boasted  also  the  presence  of  a  very  young  and 
pretty  Englishwoman,  in  the  person  of  a  Miss  Nor- 
man, who  is  going  to  educate  the  children  of  the 
governor  of  Krasnojarsk ;  her  accomplishments  and 
amiableness  duly  fit  her  for  the  task,  but  her  beau- 
ty will  much  expose  her  where  she  is  going ;  so  that 
she  must  shortly  either  marry  well,  or  return  to  her 

lamily . 

I  quitted  the  city  of  Tobolsk  escorted  by  a  dozen 
friends,  who,  with  bottles  of  champagne,  accom- 
panied me  a  few  miles,  when  I  parted  with  them, 
and,  following  the  great  road,  reached  Tumen  the 
next  day,  one  hundred  and  seventy  miles.  It  is  a 
flomrishing  and  well-built  town  on  the  Toura,  and 
carries  on  considerable  trade  by  water.  I  quit- 
ted it  for  the  last  station  in  the  government  of  To- 
bolsk, and,  with  a  grateful  heart,  bade  adieu  to  Si- 
beria, which  commences  at  Tumen :  Ekatherine- 
bonrg  is  dependent  upon  tJie  government  of  Perm, 
although  actually  in  Siberia,  if  the  Ural  Mountains 
divide  Europe  from  Asia. 

The  road  thence  was  crowded  with  vehicles  of 
all  descriptions,  and  there  was  an  air  of  cheerful- 
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and  hearty  welcome  were  in  attendance,  and  I  then 
got  what  I  more  wanted,  a  eound  sleep. 

I  staid  two  days  with  this  gentleman,  who  is  an 
Englishman,  brought  up  in  the  Birmingham  trade ; 
and  who,  had  he  possessed  the  least  economy,  must 
have  saved  a  large  fortune,  as  the  numerous  good 
employments  he  has  held  under  the  crown,  as  well 
as  under  the  most  wealthy  individuals,  sufficiently 
prove.  He  has  an  excellent  heart,  with  a  specu- 
lative and  inventive  genius.  At  present  he  is  en-^ 
^iged  in  the  direction  of  the  salt-works  of  the 
Countess  Strogonoff.  New  steam-engines  are  to  be  ~ 
erected  by  him,  and  he  is  to  receive  thirty  thousand 
roubles  per  annum,  besides  a  per  centage  upon  the 
saving  effected  by  the  adoption  of  steam  ;  he  is  also 
{employed  in  completing  a  machine,  which  he  has 
invented  for  the  more  easy  and  better  washing  of 
the  gold  sands,  and  which  his  estate  is  said  to 
abound  with.  He  showed  me,  however,  as  a  sam- 
ple, all  the  gold  he  had  collected,  and  which  is  cer- 
tainly not  worth  seven  shillings.  His  estate  is 
sandy,  yet  produces  some  extremely  fine  pastures 
and  large  woods ;  it  is  of  several  square  miles,  and 
was  given  him  in  perpetuity  by  the  Emperor.  Mr 
Major  has  also  received  from  the  same  monarch, 
diamond  rings,  orders,  crosses,  and  pensions,  too 
numerous  to  mention.  The  employment  of  steam 
in  the  working  of  the  mines  near  Ekatherinebourg, 
is  owing  to  the  ingenuity  of  Mr  Major,  who  has 
also  estal^lished  on  his  own  premises  a  manufactory 
of  knives,  forks,  scissors,  and  cutlery  of  all  descrip- 
tions. Should  he  succeed  in  getting  a  Siberian 
market,  and  should  he  be  able  to  produce  articles 
of  worth,  which,  however,  I  much  question,  he  will 
no  doubt  realize  a  large  fortune  in  his  old  age.  I 
have  brought  a  fonr-bJaded  pen-loufe  to  1Li\!^«xA^ 
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which  is  sold  at  nine-pence,  or  seven  shillingB  and 
sixpence  the  dozen.    It  lasted  well  to  mend  one 

Sen,  and  since  then  must  be  ground  or  set,  to  ena- 
le  it  to  cut  a  second.    I  might  have  sud  to  Mr 
Major  and  others — 

So  many  irons  in  tbe<fire  yoo  hold* 

That  none  of  them,  methinks,  will  tnxn  to  gold. 

I  left  his  amiable  and  hospitable  fiimily,  and 
proceeded  on  to  the  city  of  Ekatherineboorg,  which 
I  reached  in  the  morning.  I  waited  upon  ^e  new 
chief,  who  has  been  here  two  years  ;  he  is  well 
spoken  of,  as  having  the  good  of  the  service  moch 
at  heart,  although  his  manners  are  eccentric,  and 
he  is  no  friend  to  society.  He  was  several  tunes 
in  England,  and  is,  no  doubt,  a  man  of  talents. 
He  has  increased  the  quantity  of  gold,  produced 
from  the  washing  of  sand,  from  six  hundred  to  two 
thousand  pounds  weight,  which  is  equal  to  an  in- 
crease of  the  revenue  of  Ekatherinebourg  of  near 
one  million  and  a  half  of  roubles.  There  have 
lately  been  some  valuable  gold  mines  discovered 
on  the  eastern  and  western  ranges  of  the  Ural 
Mountains ;  the  richest  specimens  are  found  on 
the  east,  and  those  in  the  lands  of  a  Mr  Yakovleff 
are  the  best ;  and  that  gentleman,  whose  liberal 
and  magnificent  establishments  I  have  before  noti- 
ced, has  entered  into  a  contract  to  supply  the  mint 
with  two  thousand  pounds  weight  of  gold  per  an- 
num, at  a  certain  price,  for  a  certain  number  of 
years.  This  is  indeed  a  serious  undertaking,  bnt 
I  doubt  not  it  will  be  made  good.  Government 
are  also  about  to  commence  working  some  newly 
discovered  gold  mines ;  and,  it  is  said,  a  fresh  as- 
sistance of  six  thousand  workmen  is  to  be  sent 
from  the  college  of  mines  at  St  Petersbnig;  io' 
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deed^  such  We  tlie  inexhaustible  riches  of  their 
mountains,  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
could  be  employed,  and  yet  centuries  would  elapse 
ere  they  procured  any  great  proportion  of  the  hid- 
den treasures,  which  are  daily  becoming  more  ap- 
parent, and  which  may  ultimately  vie  with  the 
mines  of  South  America  in  the  precious  metals^ 
and  surpass  them  in  the  variety  and  beauty  of  their 
mineralogical  productions. 

Ekatherinebourg  has  considerably  improved,  but 
society  has  much  fallen  off,  nothing  but  the  low 
plodding  Germans  being  left.  It  is,  however,  a 
flourishing  and  improving  place,  and  will  doubt- 
less, ere  long,  be  a  most  important  one.  I  again 
visited  the  establishment  of  Mr  Yakovleff,  and 
found  the  building  increased  by  a  handsome  church, 
a  large  and  well-regulated  hospital,  besides  a  school 
where  the  director's  children,  as  well  as  those  of 
all  the  peasants^  are  brought  up.  Priests,  doctors, 
and  schoolmasters,  are  severally  provided  for  at  the 
expense  of  the  owner,  and  I  have  never  seen  a  place 
where  philanthropy  and  good  sense  were  more 
predominant,  and  where  more  general  satisfaction 
beamed  on  the  countenances  of  people  termed 
slaves,  than  among  the  peasants  of  Mr  Yakovleff. 
Who  will,  after  this,  affirm  that  Siberia  is  only 
the  abode  of  vice,  misery,  and  ignorance  ? 

I  quitted  Ekatherinebourg  at  midnight,  and 
reached,  early  in  the  morning,  Billimbay  Zavod^ 
near  forty  miles ;  the  country  was  hilly.  At  break 
of  day,  I  was  on  the  highest  peak  of  the  Ural 
mountain  pass,  and  coidd  not  help  stopping  to  take 
a  last  view  of  Asia,  the  forced  residence  of  many 
dear  and  valued  friends,  as  also  the  abode  of  othera 
whom  I  much  esteem.  Though  it  is,  generally 
speakin^^  the  land  of  the  exile,  it  \&  taX^Ev^T  \}cv^\«xA 
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•f  the  unfortunate  than  of  the  crimma].    It  is  the 
want  of  education,  which,  begetting  a  looeenen  oC 
morals,  plunges  these  unfortunatea  mto  oror.  The 
thinness  of  population  in  Siberia,  is  a  ready  retson 
to  account  for  the  fiunlity  with  which  a  persoa  is 
exiled.    Of  real  criminals  there  are  not  so  mny 
aa  is  imaffined,  as,  by  the  report  of  Nertcfainsk,  it 
appears  that  but  two  thousand  five  Inmdred  cn- 
minals  are  employed  in  the  mines.   It  la  not  efery 
man  idio  is  sent  to  Botany  Bay  that  ought  to  he 
termed  a  criminal ;  nor  every  one  who  ia  exiled  to 
Siberia.     It  may  be  safely  said,  that  all  the  most 
hardened  criminals  who  are  banished  fdnr  life  sre 
at  Nertchinsk  and  Okotsk ;  at  least  there  areveiy 
few  exceptions,  and  I  believe  their  whole  numher 
does  not  exceed  three  thousand,  while  the  numher 
of  exiles  sent  for  a  limited  period  annually  amoaoto 
to  at  least  one  half  that  number.     As  to  ^e  edo- 
cation  and  moral  habits  of  the  natives  of  Siberii» 
they  are  certainly  equal,  if  not  supericnr,  in  these 
respects^  to  the  European  Russians.     Tliey  hife 
not  the  same  incitement,  nor  the  same  meane  of 
committing  crimes.     The  whole  population  doei 
not  exceed  two  millions  and  a  half,  about  oneh^ 
of  which  are  aborigines,  scattered  over  a  tnxi  d 
country  which  gives  to  each  person  three  sqon 
miles.     Provisions  and  clothing  are  cheap,  tun 
are  not  known^  the  climate  is  healthy-i-and  wiitf 
can  man  more  desire  ?  I  looked  again  to  the  end 
and  bade  adieu,  thankful  for  the  many  markiif 
esteem  and  kindness  I  had  received  from  the  hai^ 
of  its  hospitable  people. 

Descending  the  western  branch  of  the  U0' 

Mountains,  I  soon  found  myself  again  in  Eniep* 

the  land  of  malt,  the  fire-side  home,  agaia  W 

^  charma  for  t\\Q  tr^x^ev.    TVv^  ^^xv^tions  I  tif 
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rienced  upon  quitting  the  most  favoured  quarter 
of  the  globe,  were  nothing  when  compared  to  the 
present.  Then  I  thought  I  was  going  only  to  the 
%bode  of  misery,  vice,  and  cruelty^  while  now  I 
knew  I  had  come  from  that  of  humanity,  hospi- 
tality, and  kindness.  I  looked  hack  to  the  hillsy 
which  are,  as  it  were,  the  barrier  between  virtue 
and  vice,  but  felt,  in  spite  of  it,  a  desire  to  return 
and  end  my  days.  And  so  strong  is  still  that  de- 
sire, that  I  should  not  hesitate  to  bid  adieu  to  po- 
litics, war,  and  other  refined  pursuits,  to  enjoy  in 
central  Siberia  those  comforts  which  may  be  had 
without  fear  of  foreign  or  domestic  disturbance. 

In  the  evening  of  my  entry  into  Europe,  I  reach- 
ed the  village  of  Bissertskaya  Krepost,  situate  on 
the  Bissert  stream.  The  road  was  bad,  and  over 
a  hilly  coimtry ;  nor  was  my  dissatisfaction  at  all 
allayed  by  the  conduct  of  the  Permians.  Inhospi- 
tality,  incivility,  and  general  distrust,  everywhere 
prevailed,  and  influenced  the  conduct  of  the  inha- 
bitants :  even  the  last  copek  is  insisted  upon  in 
payment  for  the  horses,  before  they  are  permitted 
to  commence  the  journey ;  a  circumstance  which, 
in  many  cases,  occasions  much  inconvenience  and 
loss  of  time.  In  Siberia  the  traveller  may  pay  for- 
ward or  backward  three  or  four  stations,  and  every 
sort  of  accommodation  is  ^ven. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  Siberia,  I  had  a  most 
severe  attack  of  rheumatism,  or  pains  arising  from 
the  joltings  I  had  formerly  got ;  probably,  also,  the 
change  of  air  did  not  agree  with  me,  until  I  had 
again  become  accustomed  to  it.  I,  however,  per- 
severed in  the  journey,  and,  passing  a  gang  of  gip- 
sies with  their  usual  eccentricities,  and  a  larger  gang 
of  convicts,  I  reached  Koungour.  The  vilkiges 
upon  the  road  are  numerous  and  ^^W.*^^"^^^* 
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Many  iron  aiid  salt-works,  as  well  as  distiRerieif 
are  to  be  seen  in  all  directions,  and  an  active  tml 
industrious  spirit  everywhere  prevails.  Noble  tim- 
ber, too,  is  in  ^eat  abundance,  enlivening  the  pros* 
pect,  among  which  the  lofty  oak  is  the  most  con- 
spicuous. At  Koongour  a  sort  of  hotel  and  bfl- 
liard-rooms  have  been  established  in  my  absence^ 
and  appeared  to  be  doing  well. 

Tlie  picturesque  situation  of  KomigouT  cannofi 
fail  to  please,  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding well-cultivated,  and  better  wooded  and 
watered,  country.  There  are  one  thousand  one 
hundred  dwellings,  and  four  thousand  two  hundred 
inhabitants  in  it ;  half-a-dozen  churches  and  some 
stone  edifices,  give  it  a  respectable  appearance,  yet 
as  to  thrift  it  Ls  but  a  sorry  place,  although  tlie 
honey  it  produces  is  considered  as  very  superior 
and  abundant.  Formerly  it  was  the  capital  cf  i 
province,  and,  previous  to  that  period,  a  favourite 
place  of  the  Tartars.  The  caves  where  theyre* 
sided  are  still  shown  in  the  light  of  useful  curiosi- 
ties, inasmuch  as  they  are  converted  into  ice-cel- 
lars  and  store-houses. 

From  Koungonr  to  Perm  are  sixty  miles  of  ft 
present  most  execrable,  but  during  the  summer  of 
the  most  beautiful  road.    I  reached  the  city  at  mid- 
night,  exceedingly  worn  out.     The  police,  mists- 
king  me  for  a  horse,  gave  me  a  stable  for  a  lodg- 
ing.    I  was,  however,  satisfied  with  any  place  a 
my  weak  state,  and  with  violent  rheumatic  paiiR 
Perm,  with  two  thousand  houses  and  nine  thoii" 
sand  inhabitants,  is  going  on  in  an  improvini^aiJ 
handsome  style  of  building.     It  is  in  ^hort  a  fiiw 
rishing  place,  and  will  in  time  become  of  creat  iff- 
■ptance,  and  one  of  the  most  valuable  gofHS- 
^||te  in  EuTo\4^i\\\.\isK«,.  \x  ^twids  on  the  i^ 
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bank  of  the  Kama^  in  a  fertile  and  well-wooded 
comitry. 

I  procured  from  the  governor  a  fresh  passport, 
and  was  almost  obliged  to  listen  to  his  absurd  and 
ill-timed  questions  regarding  my  wife-— questions 
which  evidently  showed  his  utter. ignorance  of  his 
own  country.  Perhaps  he  suspected  my  wife  was 
a  Tartar,  a  Mongole,  or  some  other  sort  of  Pagan. 
He  asked  me  of  what  country  she  was.  I  said, 
«<  Of  Kamtchatka."  <<  Is  she  a  Kamtchatdale  ?" 
'<  As  much  as  you  are  a  Russian."  **  Who  and 
what  is  her  father?"  "  He  serves."  «  What  is 
lus  rank  ?"  "  A  priest."  (A  laugh,  for  he  reaUy 
does  serve  the  church.)  <<  But  is  be  a  Russian  or 
Kamtchatdale  priest?  "  <<  As  it  may  please  the 
natives  of  either  country  to  attend  tne  service." 
<<  Does  he  speak  the  Russian  language  ?"  **  He 
does."  <<  But  is  he  a  Russian  or  Kamtchatdale  ?" 
«  Both."  "  How  can  that  be  ?"  «  In  the  same 
manner  that  you  are  a  Livonian  and  a  Russian." 
*<  Is  he  a  tchUe  man  T  **•  In  appearance,  but  can- 
not answer  for  any  few  shades  by  which  he  may 
be  removed  from  a  Tartar  or  other  tribe."  <<  In 
what  language  does  he  read  the  divine  service  ?" 
*^  In  the  Russian."  <<  Oh,  then  he  is  of  the  Greek 
Church,  and  a  Russian  ?"  <<  Of  course."  <<  And 
your  wife,  where  was  she  brought  up  ?"  ^<  In 
Kamtchatka."  <<  What  has  been  her  education  ?" 
"  To  respect  every  hodyr  **  Well,  I  will  give  you 
joy,"  said  this  governor,  <<  but,  I  confess,  I  would 
rather  you  go  to  Kamtchatka  for  a  wife  than  I." 
I  told  his  excellency  that  <<  I  thought  it  better  to 
have  such  a  wife  as  mine,  who  would  go  where  I 
chose,  and  would  consider  it  her  greatest  delight 
to  do  so,  than  such  as  his,  who  would  neither  ac- 
company nor  remain  with  him,  although  in  het 
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for  tbe  nighty  ta  relieve  him ;  but  such  is  the  eti- 
quette, that  the  post-master  would  not  give  extra 
horses,  either  for  love  or  money — so  much  for  the 
government  of  Perm,  and  which  I  here  quitted  for 
that  of  Kazan,  over  desperate  roads,  with  a  more 
desperate  increase  of  rheumatic  pains.  Yet  I  wa3 
content  to  persist  in  moving  forward,  in  conse- 
.quence  of  the  attention  of  all  classes  of  people  to 
my  wants.  In  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  I 
reached  the  village  of  Kilmess-selti,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Viatka,  having  come  through  a  well-peo- 
pled and  well-cultivated  country.  At  noon  on  the 
following  day  I  reached  Malmish,  one  hundred 
miles*  The  road  was  better,  the  villages  more 
numerous,  and  all  having  a  principal  residence  be- 
longing to  the  lords  of  the  lands,  which  I  consider- 
ed the  first  good  visible  sign  of  my  having  reached 
European  Russia. 

Malmish  is  a  small  neat  town,  with  a  growling 
post- master,  in  spite  of  whom,  ill  as  I  was,  I  con- 
tinued my  route,  and  reached  Kazan  the  next  morn- 
ing at  seven  o'clock.  The  last  two  stages  I  was  obli- 
ged to  go  upon  an  open  sledge,  as  I  could  no  longer 
endure  the  heavy  falls  of  my  own ;  and  so  ill  was 
I,  that  I  considered  the  palpitation  of  my  heart  as 
^  short  prelude  to  dissolution.  It  was  fortunate 
my  journey  by  the  winter  road  was  to  end  at  Ka- 
ZBn,  I  could  not  have  gone  farther,  and  should 
therefore  have  been  compelled  to  have  staid  two 
or  three  months  in  a  village,  improvided  with  ne- 
cessaries, much  less  with  comforts.  It  was  not, 
however,  upon  my  immediate  arrival  at  Kazan  that 
my  difficulties  were  to  cease ;  I  was  kept  at  the 
police-office  for  two  hours,  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
the  police-master.  As  he  had  not  at  that  time  ar- 
rived; the  officer  in  waiting  was  kind  enough  to 
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Older  me  to  comfortable  quarters,  which,  when  I 
reached,  I  was  not  allowed  to  enter,  as  the  police- 
master  sent  a  Cossack  to  say  he  had  better  quar- 
ters for  me  in  a  more  convenient  part  of  the  dty. 
I  returned  to  the  police-oflBce,  and  was  then  direct- 
ed to  quarters  already  occupied.   I  again  returned 
to  the  police-office,  and  was  ultimately,  as  in  Perm, 
sent  to  a  stable.     Even  that  was  a  happy  sitoa- 
tion  for  me  in  the  state  in  which  I  was.    I  mans-    ! 
ged  to  call  upon  a  governor,  whose  functions  had  i 
ceased,  and  represented  the  case,  which  he,  frw  '• 
prudence  upon  his  own  account,  could  not  inlet    ; 
fere  in ;  although  he  is  a  wordiy  man,  and  hA  ] 
shown  me  many  marks  of  attention  upon  mj  0Bt> 
ward  journey. 

I  dined  with  this  governor  the  next  day,  and,  it 
his  house,  met  Mr  Yeremeoff,  whose  wife  was  tb 
governor's  niece,  and  had  become  both  wife  aai 
mother  in  my  absence.  I  drank  tea  with  her,  wImi 
Mrs  Cochrane  was  taken  so  alarmingly  ill,  thatik 
could  not  be  removed.  Mr  and  Mrs  Yerenetf 
kindly  and  good-heartedly  insisted  upon  our  ff* 
moval  from  the  stable  to  their  elegant  manuoOi  tk 
resort  of  the  first  society  of  Kazan  ;  the  owner  k* 
ing  a  pattern  of  liberality  and  honest  sentiiMA 
his  lady  a  woman  as  accomplished  and  elegaal*  i  j 
her  manners,  as  she  is  virtuous  and  humane  m^  I  ] 
heart.  For  twenty-three  days  was  my  wife  0^  j  < 
fined  to  her  room,  and  for  more  than  that  tot^ 
suffered  a  species  of  torturing  pain  in  the  heartii^ 
left  side,  which  only  left  me  from  lapse  of  tii^ 
The  names  of  Paul  and  Liuboff  Yeremeoff*'  I  ( 
ever  be  engraven  on  both  our  hearts.  I  i 

It  was  the  inattention  and  disrespect  of  the  p^  I  it 
lice  of  Kazan,  now  dependent  only  upon  tbeirtf*  |  ^ 
whims,  and  that  of  the  govemor-generd)  ^ 
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procured  me  such  a  comfortable  residence.  The 
police,  at  the  best  periods,  was  very  bad,  owing  to 
the  difference  which  generally  subsists  between  the 
lords,  or  landholders,  and  the  governors.  Thus 
Kazan  is  considered  as  one  of  the  most  difficulty 
places  to  manage  in  the  Russian  empire;  from  what 
other  cause  I  know  not.  The  nobles  still  retain 
their  ancient  Asiatic  pride,  in  spite  of  their  pover- 
ty ;  nor  did  they  appear  to  me  to  have  profited  so 
much  in  general  knowledge  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, considering  there  is  a  university.  I  was 
certainly  quartered  in  the  house  of  the  most  libe- 
ral and  enlightened  of  them,  descended  from  an  an- 
cient Russian  family,  who  had  previously  served 
in  the  army,  had  travelled,  and  understood  several 
languages.  I  called  also  upon  the  officiating  go- 
Ternor-general,  a  senator  of  Moscow,  and  a  direc- 
tor of  the  College  of  Mines,  sent  here  to  redress 
and  reform,  and  make  much  ado  about  nothing.  I 
saw  him  but  once,  a  plodding  tradesman.  His  pri- 
vate character,  much  less  his  public,  I  know  no 
more  of,  than  that  he  did  his  best  to  render  valid 
Addison's  remark,  that  man  and  dog  are  the  only 
two  animals  which  have  not  changed  natures,  ikey 
being  equaUy  inveterate  towards  their /ellow-crea- 
twres  in  distress.  To  say  the  least  of  his  excel- 
lency, I  think  him  the  worst,  probably  the  most 
eccentric,  sample  of  a  Russian  that  I  have  seen ; 
neither  ambition,  nor  personal  behaviom*,  nor  ge- 
neral knowledge,  marking  his  character ;  probably 
kis  excellency's  scientific  studies  disqualify  him 
from  the  exercise  of  the  more  amiable  qualities ; 
be  this  as  it  may,  he  is  not  the  first  instance  I  have 
met  of  a  scientific  man  forgetting  the  gentleman  and 
man  of  feeling. 

Thus  arrived  at  Kazan,  it  was  necessary  to  ro- 
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main  until  the  Volgm  shoald  become  passable.  The 
ke  had  broken  up,  and  was  mshing,  with  a  tre- 
mendoas  roar,  towards  the  Caspian  Sea.  All 
around  the  city  was,  as  it  may  be  termed,  an  nni- 
Tersal  delnge ;  the  southern  biJls  and  the  city  atone 
appearing  ibore  water.  Boats  might  be  seen  pass- 
ing to  and  from  different  parts  of  the  town :  while, 
with  others,  no  communication  whatever  could  he 
held,  from  the  depth  of  the  mnd  in  the  streets,  or 
the  Telocity  of  the  two  canals  which  run  throi^ 
it.  The  country  around  is  picturesque  at  this  sei- 
Bon  of  the  year.  May  1st  ( iSth).  The  southoi 
hills»  in  particular,  have  a  fine  effect.  The  Volgi  i 
has  now  assumed  a  most  gigantic  size,  and  ^ipeir- 
ed  to  threaten  a  general  inundation. 

The  insalubrity  of  Kazan  has  been  already  no- 
ticed ;  it  has  been,  not  inaptly,  compared  to  n 
Italian  city,  healthy  only  in  wet  and  dirty,  andm- 
healthy  in  hot  and  dry  weather ;  but  Kazan  is  db 
unhealthy  during  the  severe  frosts.  My  time** 
▼ariously  occupied,  as  I  enjoyed  the  friendship  isd 
society  of  the  best  classes  of  the  inhabitantSi  td  I 
never  felt  more  at  home.  I  was  under  many  obE* 
gations  to  the  yice-gOYemor,  nay,  to  most  of  <fe 
inhabitants  of  this  interesting  spot ;  but  I  reccnv^ 
not  the  smallest  mark  of  condescension  from  tfti 
govemor-general,  or  rather  senator,  whose  niDeii 
Soimonoff,  and  who  has  since  been  employed  > 
surreying  and  examining  the  newly  discovered  gJ  I  ^ 
mines  at  Ekatherinebonrg,  in  company  with  >f  I  ^ 
learned  and  highly  valued  friend.  Doctor  and  B^  H 
fessor  Fuchs.  The  latter  is,  I  believe,  aboitf  J  ^ 
publish  a  history  of  Kazan,  a  task  for  wtiA  ^  I  ' 
long  residence  and  knowledge  of  the  Tamr  ^  I  !' 
guage  especially  qualify  him.  Many  pieces  of  ^  I  j 
have  already  found  their  way  into  the  hxetvjf  1  ^ 
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zettes  of  St  Petersburg;  among  others,  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  four  annual  feasts  of  the  Tartars  of  Ka- 
zan, and  a  delineation  of  their  manners,  customs^ 
origin^  &c.  These  fom:  feasts  are  divided  between 
national  and  ecclesiastical.  The  first  national  is 
called  saban,  the  plough,  and  is  held  in  the  spring ; 
consisting  of  horse-racing,  boxing,  and  wrestling. 
The  other  national  feast  is  called  gin,  and  is  con- 
secrated to  the  period  when  lovers  are  first  shown 
to  each  other.  The  first  ecclesiastical  feast  is  call- 
ed ramasah,  while  the  other  is  called  kurban, — ^the 
amusements  of  the  latter  three  are  the  same  as  the 
first.  The  professor  has  also  given  to  the  world 
many  useful  hints  upon  the  coins  and  medals  of  Ela- 
zan,  of  which  he  himself  possesses  a  valuable  and 
rare  collection,  besides  some  Tartar  manuscripts. 
His  situation,  as  one  of  the  professors  of  the  uni- 
versity, gives  him  a  great  advantage,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  he  will  do  much  to  solve  the  doubtful  and 
intricate  history  of  the  towns  of  Kazan  and  Bul- 

garL 

The  following  concise  matter  is  translated  from 

a  short  history  which  that  learned  gentleman  pub- 
lished in  Kazan  last  year,  and,  as  it  throws  some 
light  upon  the  subject,  I  readUy  give  it  as  I  re- 
ceived it. 

**  The  Mordva  and  Tcheremiesie  lived,  in  an- 
cient times,  in  the  deserts,  situated  near  the  cen- 
tral parts  of  the  river  Volga,  whence,  dispersing 
themselves  along  the  rivers  Oka  and  Kama,  whidh 
fall  into  the  Volga,  they  soon  rendered  themselves, 
by  their  inroads,  formidable  to  the  Sclavonians  and 
Polovzians.  Murom,  in  the  time  of  Rurick,  or  in 
the  ninth  century,  served  as  a  fortress  to  check  their 
inroads.  History  has,  however,  preserved  so  very 
little  information  respecting  the  wars  carried  on  by 
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these  nations  against  the  Sclavonians,  prior  to  the 
year  1088,  that  I  shall  pass  oFer  the  intermediate 
two  centuries. 

*^  At  that  period,  the  Tcheremiesie  and  Mordya, 
known  at  that  time  hy  the  common  appellation  of 
Bulgarians,  seized  and  retained  possession  of  the 
fortress  of  Murom ;  and,  in  1183,  they  committed 
further  depredajtions  in  its  vicinity,  as  likewise  in 
the  territory  of  Kazan;  and,  in  1218,  Joustong  was 
Conquered.  These  were  the  first  inroads,  and  which 
the  Grand  Dukes  of  Russia  were  unahle  to  repulse 
until  the  year  1219,  when  the  Grand  Duke  Gre- 
gory Vcevolodovich  marched  with  an  army,  and 
compelled  the  intimidated  Bulgarians  to  sue  for 
peace,  which  was  accordingly  granted  under  cer- 
tain stipulations.  The  peace  did  not  last  long,  fm*, 
in  1218,  the  same  grand  duke  was  engaged  in  a 
war  with  the  Mordva,  and,  in  1232,  he  was  agaia 
successful  in  an  expedition  he  undertook  against 
them. 

**  The  Russian  chronicles  mention  several  an- 
cient cities  huilt  hy  the  Tcheremiesie  and  Mord?a; 
thus  Brachimoff  (which  should  not  he  confounded 
with  a  city  of  the  same  name  belonging  to  the  Bul- 
garians) was  already  a  large  and  celebrated  city  in 
1 164,  and  stood  near  the  upper  part  of  the  Kama, 
but  was  demolished  so  early  as  1220.  The  next 
city  of  importance  was  Tuchtchin,  which,  accord- 
ing to  Nestor's  account,  was  situate  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Volga ;  the  other  considerable  places  named 
in  the  Russian  liistory  were,  Tchelmat,  Sabakonl, 
Ashlie,  Djourkotin,  and  Kerminchouk,  all  of  which 
were  in  existence  in  1396  ;  while  the  city  of  Bul- 
garia is,  for  the  first  time,  to  be  read  of  in  1367, 
and  no  farther  notice  of  it  is  taken  after  1396, 
or  it  reignad  Wx  \7i^\kV|-T>xnkft  ^ears. 
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^<  The  Bulgarians,  like  the  Mordva,  became  sub- 
ject to  the  Mongolian  conquerors,  the  latter  so  early 
as  1239 ;  and  it  would  seem  that  henceforth  unin- 
terrupted tranquillity  reigned  for  120  years,  caused 
probably  by  the  protection  which  was  afforded  to 
the  weak  by  the  khans  of  the  Golden  Horde ;  at 
least  no  mention  is  made  of  a  war  until  the  year 
1363,  when  the  Great  Horde  had  become  so  weak- 
ened by  internal  dissensions,  as  to  hold  out  pros- 
pects of  success  to  the  piratical  excursions  of  the 
NoYgorodians,  who  made  their  appearance  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Volga  and  Kama  about  that  time, 
and,  in  shorty  continued  to  commit  every  devasta- 
tion and  ravage  possible  upon  the  Bulgarian  cities. 
In  1380,  Touktamish  reunited  the  hordes,  and  re- 
covered the  lost  possessions. 

<<  In  1390,  the  captures  of  Viatka  and  Djouk* 
tan  followed ;  although,  in  succession,  as  also  with 
that  of  Kazan,  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  pi- 
rates of  Novgorod.  It  is  this  Touktamish,  khan 
of  the  Golden  Hordes,  who  first  brings  us  acquaint- 
ed with  Kazan ;  nor  are  there  any  prior  legends  or 
traditions  from  which  any  conclusions  can  be  drawn 
respecting  it.  A  few  tomb-stones,  dispersed  here 
and  there  in  Upper  Kazan,  bear  a  most  ancient 
date ;  but  it  is  a  very  remarkable  circumstance  in 
the  history  of  this  part  of  the  world,  that  of  the 
many  monuments  found,  none  of  them  mention 
any  thing  concerning  Kazan.  The  Tartar  manu- 
scripts touching  the  history  of  these  parts,  were 
either  consumed  at  the  capture  or  burning  of  Ka- 
zan, or,  which  is  also  not  improbable,  they  were 
carried  away  by  those  Tartars  of  distinction  who 
fled  to  Bucharia.  The  modem  Tartars  have  a  few 
traditions  as  to  the  building  of  Kazan,  as  also  of 
the  ancient  neighbouring  nations  b^  nv\\\!(3ei\\^^» 
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■urromided.  But  these  traditions  are  equally  ab- 
surd with  the  details  given  on  the  subject  in  the 
compositions  of  Leezloff  and  Ricbcoff. 

<<  The  first  mention  of  Kazan  in  the  Russian  an- 
nals was  in  1395,  on  the  following  occasion: — 
Touktamish,  khan  of  the  Golden  Hordes  of  Tar- 
tary,  gave  Nishney  Novgorod,  formerly  the  pro- 
perty of  Simeon  Demetrius,  Prince  of  Souzdal,  to 
the  (7  rand  Duke  Demetrius.  The  former  prince 
attempted  to  recover  it,  and  indeed  succeeded, 
through  the  aid  of  Tatiaka,  or  Entiak,  Tzar  of  Ka- 
zan, which  last  was,  however,  ultimately  pursued 
by  the  forces  of  Muscovy,  which  captured  the  cities 
Bulgari,  Djouktan,  and  also  Kazan. 

**  In  the  year  1430,  Uluck  Mahomed,  or  Maho- 
med the  Great,  made  his  appearance ;  he  was  also 
Khan  of  the  G<)lden  Hordes,  but  about  the  period 
of  their  decline.  For  a  long  time  he  remained  in- 
active in  the  vicinity  of  Biabeff,  but,  in  1444,  be 
obtained  possession  of  Nishney  Novgorod ;  in  1445, 
he  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  upon  Murom, 
being  repulsed  by  the  Grand  Duke  Vasillevitcb. 
In  the  autumn  of  1445,  the  two  sons  of  Maliomed 
plundered  the  neighbourhood  of  Souzdal,  and  en- 
tirely defeated  the  forces  of  the  Grand  Duke,  who 
was  taken  prisoner,  but  liberated  in  October  of  the 
same  year,  upon  the  promise  of  a  ransom  ;  which 
he  was  unable  to  pay,  in  consequence  of  fallii^ 
into  the  hands  of  his  kinsman,  who  deprived  him 
of  his  dukedom. 

"  After  these  successes,  Uluck  Mahomed  march- 
ed towards  Kazan,  i.  e,  in  1446,  which,  having 
freed  itself  from  the  yoke  of  the  Golden  Horde, 
was  now  governed  by  its  own  princes ;  tlie  city 
was  captured,  and  Ali-bey  (Le-bej'^),  its  prince, 
was  killed,    M^meiak^  ^qix  sA  Uluck,  was  placed 
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upon  the  throne,  and  with  him  commenced  the 
now  dynasty.  Nikon  says,  in  his  Russian  Annals, 
*  and  from  that  time  commenced  the  kingdom  of 
Kazan.' 

**  Kazan,  from  its  conquest  by  Uluck  Mahomed, 
was  governed  by  the  following  khans : — 

"  1st,  Mametak,  his  son,  from  the  year  1446. 
The  time  of  his  death  is  imcertain ;  and  his  brother 
Jagoob  resided  as  an  emigrant  in  Russia.  The 
Tcheremiesie,  in  conjunction  with  the  Tartars, 
made  frequent  incursions  upon  their  enemies,  par- 
ticularly into  Jousting,  which  place  they  plun- 
dered. 

**  2d,  Kalil,  €on  of  Mametak,  whose  reign  was 
short. 

"  3d,  Abraham,  brother  to  Kalil,  reigned  from 
1467  to  1478..  Under  his  sovereignty,  the  Kazau- 
ners  attacked  Jousting,  and  prevented  the  Russian 
forces,  which  were  advancing  towards  Kazan,  from 
crossing  the  Volga.  In  January,  1461,  the  Tche- 
remiesie suflFered  severely  in  a  battle  with  the  Rus- 
sians; while  another  force,  assisted  by  the  Viat- 
kians,  in  June  1468,  never  reached  its  destination ; 
the  Yiatkian  force  having  been  defeated  by  that  of 
Kazan,  while  the  Tcheremiesians  were  similarly 
treated  by  the  Russians  on  the  banks  of  the  Kama. 
Notwithstanding  these  defeats,  a  powerful  Russian 
army  was  obliged  to  retreat  from  before  Kazan  in 
1469,  whither  they  had  proceeded  in  boats.  In 
the  same  year,  the  Grand  Duke  Gregory,  brother 
to  John  Vassilovitch,  appeared  with  a  powerful 
force  before  Kazan,  and  at  once  burnt  the  suburbs 
of  the  city.  The  Khan  Abraham  was  in  a  despe- 
rate situation,  and  promised  to  submit.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1478,  he,  however,  being  assured  that  th<i 
Grand  Dnke  had  been  defeated  ti%9i  ^Q'v^tR^^ 
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immediately  advanced  upon  Viatka  and  Jonsting 
for  the  purpose  of  plunder ;  but,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  a  Russian  force  before  Kazan  in  the  month 
of  May,  he  was  again  obliged  to  submit :  indeed 
the  want  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Tartars  could 
only  be  equalled  by  the  tardiness  of  the  Russians 
in  punishing  them.  Hence,  in  after  times,  may  be 
traced  the  many  useless  wars  between  these  nations. 

4th,  Ali,  the  son  of  Abraham,  1478  to  1487, 
had  no  sooner  ascended  the  throne,  than  his  brother 
Machmadamen  fled  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Russia, 
and  instigated  that  prince  to  march  against  Kazan ; 
there  he  proceeded,  in  the  month  of  May  of  the 
same  year,  and  reduced  it  on  the  9th  of  July, 
making  prisoner  Ali.  The  Grand  Duke  raised 
Machmadamen  to  the  throne  of  his  brother. 

<<  5th,  Machmadamen,  1487  to  1496.  In  this 
reign,  the  Kazanners  were  first  termed  vassals  of 
the  Russian  Grand  Dukes,  and  were  consequently 
bound  to  furnish  a  considerable  proportion  of  auxi- 
liary troops.  In  like  manner,  also,  Machmadamen 
obtained  succour,  when,  in  the  winter  of  1496, 
Mamoak,  Khan  of  Siberia,  waged  war  against  him. 
Mamouk  retreated  upon  the  advance  of  the  Rus- 
sian allies,  which  latter  people  also  returned  home, 
without  even  leaving  a  garrison  of  protection  to 
the  Kazanners.  Mamouk,  being  in  league  with 
many  of  the  inhabitants,  again  presented  himself 
before  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  compelled  MacK- 
madamen  to  abandon  and  forsake  it.  The  new 
possessor  soon  rendered  himself  disagreeable  to 
his  tributaries^  by  depriving  them  of  their  property, 
an  act  which  was  as  instantly  retaliated  with  suc- 
cess ;  for  the  moment  he  quitted  the  city,  the  gates 
were  shut,  axid  be  was  not  readmitted^  but  return- 
ed to  SiW\a  \  w\i^^  ^^  ^afnsck^^^QksL  ^ced  up- 
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on  the  throne  the  brother  of  Machniadamen,  who 
brought  a  considerable  suite  of  Russians :  his  name 
was — 

<<  6th  Abdalla,  1497  to  1502.  He  was  aid- 
ed  by  the  Russians,  in  1499,  against  Argalask,  bro« 
ther  to  Mamouk,  who  had  laid  siege  to  Kazan  a 
second  time,  and,  although  the  place  was  success* 
fully  defended,  still  the  conduct  of  Abdalla  met 
with  the  disapprobation  of  the  Grand  Duke,  who 
caused  him  to  be  seized  and  conveyed  to  Moscow 
in  chains. 

<<  In  his  place,  Machmadamen,  7th,  again  as- 
cended the  throne,  and  continued  there  from  1502 
to  1518.  In  1505,  he  revolted,  ordered  the  de- 
tention of  all  the  Russians  in  Kazan,  to  the  num- 
ber of  fifteen  thousand,  not  even  excepting  the  am- 
bassadors, and  deprived  them  of  all  their  property. 
In  September  of  the  same  year,  he  marched  against 
Nishney  Novgorod,  but  without  success.  In  1506, 
the  Russians  advanced  against  Kazan.  The  Tar- 
tars, conscious  of  their  strength,  abandoned  the 
camp,  which  immediately  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  Russians,  who,  not  suspecting  the  Tartars 
were  still  in  ambush,  were  taken  by  surprise,  and 
forced  to  retreat  with  considerable  loss,  as  well  as 
the  sacrifice  of  a  considerable  part  of  their  artil- 
lery. Not  long  after  this,  Machmadamen  altered 
his  conduct;  his  mother,  being  the  wife  of  the 
Khan  of  the  Criinea,  and  in  alliance  wiih  Vassili 
Ivanovitch,  was  the  means  of  renewing  the  former 
amicable  connexions  with  Russia ;  the  captives 
were  liberated,  and  allegiance  was  sworn  to.  A 
protracted  illness  carried  him  off  at  the  same  time 
that  it  did  his  brother  Abdalla.  To  succeed  him, 
the  Kazanners,  at  their  own  desire,  received,  from 
the  Grand  Duke,  Shakaly  as  th^ic  KVivglxVia 
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was  the  descendant  of  the  Khan  of  Astrakan^and 
arrived  in  April,  1519.  He  was  very  deformed 
in  person,  and  Kerberstein  has  compared  hin  to 
an  English  bnll-dog.  This  Khan  was  therefore 
not  likely  to  please  the  Kazanners ;  indeed,  he  re- 
fused to  lead  them  out  to  pillage,  and  punctually 
obeyed  the  will  of  his  protector  the  Grand  Dnke. 
In  the  spring  of  1521,  he  was  expelled  from  the 
dty^  and  Ss&geray  was  chosen  in  his  stead ;  be 
was  the  son  of  the  Crimean  Khan. 

<<  9th,  Saf  AGEi^AY,  1521  to  1530.  In  his  reign, 
the  Russian  ambassador,  as  well  as  the  merchants, 
were  not  only  detained,  but  put  to  death.  Shakaly 
fled  to  the  Grand  Duke  with  his  complaint,  which, 
however,  was  not  attended  to,  from  the  critical 
state  he  was  himself  in.  In  September,  1521, 
Shakaly  privately  quitted  Moscow,  then  besieged 
by  the  Knan  of  the  Crimea.  In  August,  1523,  an 
expedition  was  undertaken  against  the  KazannerB, 
but  was  productive  of  no  evil  consequences,  except 
the  building  of  Vassiligorod  on  the  river  Sous. 
In  July,  1524!,  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  men,  marched,  imder  Shakaly,  against 
Kazan ;  this  expedition,  also,  proved  unsuccess- 
ful ;  large  quantities  of  succonrs  were  lost,  owiag 
to  the  great  difficolties  opposed  to  their  convey* 
ance ;  the  military  arrangements  were  badly  plan- 
ned ;  nor  did  the  commanders  wish,  nor  were  they 
possessed  of  sufficient  courage,  to  commence  ai 
attack.  Safageray,  in  the  mean  time,  encompassed 
them  with  his  cavalry.  On  the  15th  August,  the 
Russians  advanced  to  the  walls  of  Kazan,  and  again 
as  quickly  retired,  contenting  themselves  with  the 
promises  of  submission  made  by  the  Kazanners. 

'<  Embassies  were  fitted  out  on  either  side ;  still* 
however,  tVie  «am^  l^\2c\^^  c^aduct  was  pursBed ; 
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and,  in  1530,  another  Russian  force  was  marched 
agnnst  Kazan,  which  produced  a  battle  between 
the  Khans  of  Nagaesk  and  Astrakan,  and  ultimate- 
ly led  to  the  siege  of  the  city.  Again  did  the  Khan 
acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  the  Russians,  and 
again  were  ambassadors  appointed,  by  whose  as* 
sistance  the  Kazanners  were  induced  to  dethrone 
Safageray,  in  whose  stead,  the  Russians  placed 
Enalay,  brother  to  Shakaly. 

<<  Enalay,  from  1531  to  1535.  For  some  time 
Kazan  went  on  tranquilly,  Enalay  and  his  subjects 
continuing  faithful  to  the  Grand  Duke,  until  the 
Khan  complained  of  the  change  in  the  government 
of  Kazan,  when  he  was  confined  in  the  Bielo  Ozero. 
Satagerat  retired  to  the  Crimea,  where  he  be- 
came Khan ;  and  when  the  Kazanners  had  assas- 
nnated  Enalay,  they  readmitted  Safageray,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  having  again  been  driven  from  the 
^ron6  of  the  Crimea ;  indeed  there  is  hardly  an 
instance  upon  record  of  the  powers  of  a  sovereign 
being  granted,  withdrawn,  and  regranted  in  such 
a  variety  of  ways,  as  were  endured  by  this  Safieige- 
lay,  who,  in  1525^  reascended,  and  contmued  till 
1546.  Reckoning  upon  the  protection  of  the  Khan 
of  ihe  Crimea,  he  plundered  the  neighbourhood  of 
Kazan ;  and,  though  the  Khan  of  the  Crimea  con- 
stantly strove,  by  his  interference,  to  produce  an 
amicable  arrangement  between  the  Russians  and 
Safageray,  yet  never  would  the  latter  think  of  sub- 
mitting himself  as  tributary  to  the  Grand  Duke : 
he  was  therefore  again  expelled,  after  conferring 
the  whole  of  his  favours  on  the  Crimeans.  Shak- 
aly had,  in  the  mean  time,  continued  in  great  fa- 
vour with  the  Grand  Duke,  and  to  him  the  Kazan- 
ners submitted,  and  promised  obedience ;  which, 
however^  lasted  bat  one  month>  wtiAU  Iv^  ^^  «x.« 
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pelled,  and  again  replaced  by  the  fickle  and  for- 
tunate Safageray,  from  1546  to  1549,  dnrii^ 
which  period  he  was  not  very  popular^  althongli 
several  of  the  Tartar  nobles  submitted  to  Rassia, 
as  did  likewise  those  Tcheremiesie  inhabiting  the 
right  bank  of  the  Volga.  February  and  March, 
1548,  produced  a  short  war,  during  which  a  bat- 
tle was  fought  between  the  Kazanners  and  the 
Russian  troops  under  the  Tzar  John  VassiloTitcfa, 
unproductive  of  any  consequence  but  the  mntual 
separation  of  the  combatants.  In  March,  1549, 
Safagemy  died  at  Kazan,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  the 

14th  Khan,  named  Outamish,  1549  to  1351; 
who,  not  being  more  than  two  years  of  age,  was 
placed  under  the  care  of  guardians,  who  in  vain 
sued  for  peace  with  the  Tzar  John  Vassilovitch. 
Kazan  was  besieged  until  the  approach  of  warm 
weather.  In  May,  1551,  the  foundation  of  the 
city  of  Sviashk  was  laid,  and  thence  may  be  dated 
the  determination  on  the  part  of  the  Russians  to 
destroy  the  power  of  the  Khans.  A  considerable 
force  was  left  in  the  newly-founded  city,  as  also 
in  all  the  immediate  environs  of  Kazan.  The  Tar- 
tars, thus  pressed  upon  all  sides,  with  constant 
losses  in  numerous  skirmishes,  hoped  to  extricate 
themselves  by  accepting  Shakaly  as  their  Khan. 
The  infant  Outamish  and  his  mother  were  accord- 
ingly sent  to  Sviasbk  in  August,  1551. 

"  15th,  Shakaly  soon  arrived  in  the  city,  with 
several  Russian  boyars,  and  five  hundred  archen. 
But  Russians  and  Tartars  soon  became  dissatisfied 
with  Shakaly^  more  especially  for  his  having  pat 
to  death,  in  his  own  palace,  seventy  of  the  princi- 
pal inhabitants.  The  Russians  insisted  on  his  re- 
turning a  CQ\i^\^^x^<&V^^^V{  which  the  Kazaonen 
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liod  obtained  on  di£ferent  occasions ;  nor  would  the 
Bossians  restore  to  him  the  right  bank  of  the  Vol- 
ga. Thus  pressed  by  Tartars  and  Russians,  the 
humbled  Khan,  to  save  assassination,  left  the  city 
with  his  fi^e  hundred  archers,  in  the  month  of 
March,  1552.    He  was  succeeded  by 

<^  16th.  Edegar.  To  free  themselves  from 
Shakaly,  the  Kazanners  had  promised  to  admit  a 
Russian  governor ;  they  now  not  only  refused  com- 
pliance, but  put  to  death  all  the  Russians  residing 
in  the  town.  They  also,  endeavoured  to  foment  an 
insurrection  witli  the  people  residing  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  Sviashk,  and  chose  for  their  Khan  this  Ede- 
gar, son  to  the  Khan  Kasay  Achmadava,  of  Astra- 
kaa.  The  Grand  Duke  was  not  long  before  he 
marched  a  powerful  force,  and  immediately  be- 
sieged Kazan.  The  plan  was  skilful ;  opposite  to 
each  entry  of  the  town,  batteries  were  erected,  and 
the  cannonade  commenced. 

<<  On  the  30th  of  August,  1552,  Nimchin  Raz* 
misl  (a  German  engineer^  successfully  prepared 
some  mines,  and,  as  the  city  had  rejected  all  the 
proposals  of  the  Tzar,  the  mme  was  fired,  and  the 
walls  of  the  city  blown  up,  on  the  mom  of  the  2d 
of  October.  The  Russians  immediately  stormed 
the  breach,  and,  notwithstanding  the  stout  resist- 
ance of  the  Tartars,  they  became  victorious.  The 
Khan  was  taken  prisoner,  but  pardoned  upon  con- 
dition of  embracing  Christianity ;  he  was  baptized, 
and  assumed  the  name  of  Simeox. 

<<  Thus  from  1446  to  1552,  a  period  of  one  hun- 
dred and  six  years,  there  were  seventeen  Khans  of 
Kazan;  two  of  them  had  been  three  times  elevated, 
and  as  often  again  ejected.  Such  a  series  of  petty 
and  indecisive  warfare,  hardly  appears  in  history. 
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After  the  final  conquest  of  it  by  the  Rossians,  tbe 
people  became  accustomed  to  the  new  government; 
but  those  who  lived  more  distant,  were  constantly 
fomenting  insurrections.    Russian  forces  were  con- 
tinually sent  to  quell  them,  as  also  to  collect  tin 
tribute  which  had  been  imposed,  and  which  was 
collected  in  so  arbitrary  and  unjust  a  maimer,  that 
the  Kazanners  lost  all  patience,  and  broke  out  into 
open  rebellion  in  1553 ;  nor  were  the  Russians, 
who  now  governed  Kazan,  capable  of  quelling  it. 
<<  The  rebels  assembled  from  all  parts  of  the 
Volga,  as  well  as  from  Arskoy,  on  the  river  Mesh ; 
hitrenching  themselves,  they  continued  to  distarb 
the  whole  territory  of  Kazan,  until  February  1554, 
when  a  large  Russian  army  defeated  them^  killed 
many,  and  made  fifteen  thousand  of  the  Tartars 
prisoners.     Those  who  escaped  retired  into  the 
woods  of  Viatsk,  and  thence  sent  to  request  a  tmce, 
which  was  granted  them.  Fresh  disturbances  broke 
out  in  1555,  and  continued  till  1557;  during  which 
period,  a  succession  of  injury  and  oppression  was 
heaped  upon  the  Tartars,  ^and  as  obstinately  re- 
torted, as  occasions  oiiered.    In  1574s  the  Russians 
sent  a  large  force  to  reduce  the  Tcheremiesie, 
which  latter  nation  was  soon  compelled  to  submit. 
Indeed,  for  thirty  years,  nothing  but  disturbances 
took  place ;  at  last  the  Kazanners,  feeling  the  sn- 
penority  of  the  Russian  character,  placed  them- 
selves for  a  perpetuity  under  the  banners  of  Feodor 
Ivanovitcb,  who  bad  then  succeeded  to  the  sove- 
reignty of  Russia.     As  the  power  of  the  Tartars 
declined,  so  that  of  the  Russians  increased,  and  be- 
came at  last  so  great,  that  tbc  first  viceroy  govern- 
ed it  with  uncontrolled  power ;  any  appreliensioo 
of  rebellioii  bad  been  avoided,  by  sending  as  auxi- 
liaries to  the  Russian  armies  all  the  discontented 


KAZAN.  183 

Tartars,  together  with  their  princes  and  marzas, 
most  of  whom  found  a  grave  in  Lironia. 

**  A  few  days  aftar  the  capture  of  Kasan,  the 
foundation  of  a  stone  church  was  laid  on  the  very 
epot  where  the  Russian  standard  was  first  planted. 
It  was  built  in  commemoration  of  the  2d  October, 
which  is  still  a  fast  day  with  the  Grreek  church, 
and  turned  Caprian  and  Oustien.  The  cathedral 
of  Blagaveshtsbenskia,  viz.  glad  tidings^  was  com- 
pleted in  1562.  The  Tartar  mosques  were  de- 
stroyed, and  every  means  resorted  to  for  the  spread- 
ing of  the  Christian  religion.  In  February,  1555, 
Kazan  was  erected  into  an  archbishopric,  compre- 
hending the  fdlowing  dioceses:  Kazan,  Vassil-Go- 
rod,  Viatsk,  and  Sviagsk ;  the  monastery  of  Sparsk 
for  males,  and  that  of  Kazan  for  females ;  they 
were  both  founded  by  John  Vassilovitch. 

**  The  possessions  of  the  Tartar  princes  and 
khans  were  confiscated,  and  given  to  the  clergy  and 
children  of  the  boyars ;  the  commons  were  distri- 
buted between  the  Russian  soldiers  and  those  Tar- 
tars who  embraced  Christianity ;  while  the  com- 
mon people  of  Kazan  were  enroUed  as  peasants  of 
the  crown. 

**  The  afiairs  relating  to  Kazan  and  its  govern- 
ment, were  conducted  in  a  special  court  establish- 
ed at  Moscow,  and  known,  in  the  year  1599,  by 
the  name  of  the  palace  of  Kazan.  It  took  cogni- 
zance of  the  collection  of  tribute  from  the  former 
Khans  of  Kazan  and  Astrakan,  tried  criminal  and 
other  causes,  administered  justice,  and  granted  pa- 
tents. In  the  reign  of  Boris,  Feodorovitch-Kout- 
choum,  the  last  of  the  Siberian  Khans,  was  defeat- 
ed, expelled,  and  his  possessions  seized. 
.  "  During  the  rebellion  which  agitated  the  Rus- 
sian empire  in  1612,  Kazan  sided  with  the  party 
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of  the  great  patriot  Posharsky,  a  native  of  this 
place.  The  troubles  here  experienced  were,  how- 
ever, of  no  great  import,  nor  of  long  continuance, 
as  they  terminated  with  the  re-capture  of  Moscow. 
Kazan  was  also  desolated  in  1774,  by  the  traitor 
Pongatcheff.  He  headed  the  rebellion  on  the  banks 
of  the  Onral  in  1773,  and  then  threw  himself  into 
Kazan.  From  the  12th  to  the  15th  of  July,  the 
city  was  given  up  to  plunder  and  murder,  and  last- 
ly to  fire.  The  castle  alone  was  preserved,  pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  General  Michaelson. 

<*  During  the  reign  of  the  Tzar  Michael  Feodo- 
rovitch,  tranquillity  reigned  in  the  government  of 
Kazan.  His  successor,  Alexei  Michaelovitch,  com- 
manded towns  and  other  fortified  places  to  be  buiH 
for  the  defence  of  the  southern  parts.  Simbersk 
was  built  in  1648,  between  which  time  and  1654, 
the  Simberian  line  between  the  rivers  Volga  and 
Soura  was  erected ;  it  consisted  of  a  rampart  form- 
ed of  earth  and  straw  (Meakov).  In  1732,  the 
line  between  the  Kama  and  Volga,  called  Sokamsk, 
was  also  laid. 

"  In  1688,  the  Mishtsbaracks  were  transferred 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Alatier  and  Simbirsk, 
to  the  province  of  Ufinisk,  as  were  also  the  Tche- 
remiesie  and  Mordva  from  the  neighbouihood  of 
Kazan  to  the  rivers  Sok  and  Tcheremshan.  la 
1 714,  a  new  government  was  formed,  comprehend- 
ing the  cities  of  Kazan,  Sviagsk,  Viatka^  Konngonr, 
Simbirsk,  and  Penza :  this  was  again  changed  in 
1780,  by  Catherine  the  Great,  when  all  the  former 
territories  of  the  Khans  of  Kazan  were  divided  into 
the  following  governments : — 

"  1st.  The  country  of  the  Viatka,  having  the 
town  of  its  own  name  as  the  seat  of  government. 
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<<  2(1.  The  country  situated  near  the  upper  part 
of  the  Kama ;  Perm  the  capital. 

*^  3d.  The  country  between  the  Volga  and  Kama; 
with  the  city  of  Kazan  for  its  capital. 

**  4th.  The  country  between  the  Volga  and  Sou- 
ra;  Simbirsk  the  capital. 

<'  5th.  The  countiy  between  the  Matka  and  Sou- 
ra ;  Penza  its  capital. 

**  6th.  The  southern  country  between  the  Soura 
and  the  Volga ;  Saratof  the  capitaL 

^<  7th.  The  country  of  Ufa  had  been  already  se- 
parated^ in  17349  from  the  territory  of  Kazan ;  and 
is  called  the  government  of  Orenbourg.  Ufa  is 
the  capital,  since  1782. 

«'  In  May,  1722,  Peter  the  Great  visited  Kazan ; 
he  established  an  admiralty  and  dock-yard  for 
building  vessels  to  navigate  the  Volga  and  Caspian 
Sea ;  likewise.a  cloth  manufactory  for  the  supply- 
ing the  army.  The  clerical  seminary  and  the  school 
for  convicts  were  established  in  1726.  The  col- 
lege was  founded  in  1758 ;  the  university  esta- 
blished in  1805,  opened  in  1814^  and  endowed  in 
1820." 

The  learned  professor  has  in  his  possession  a  va- 
riety  of  Tartar  or  Mahomedan  manuscripts ;  they 
all  run  in  the  same  strain  of  simplicity.  Among 
others  I  select  the  following,  as  giving,  in  a  more 
condse  manner,  their  own  history  of  their  conn^ 
try: — 

"  In  the  year  707  (1300),  from  the  time  of  cal- 
culating years,  Aksak  Toumier  took  the  city  of 
Bulgari  from  Abdoul  Khan.  Abdoul  had  two  sons, 
one  named  Altoun  Bek,  the  other  Alem  Bek ;  both 
were  khans.  Upon  the  destruction  of  Bulgari,  they 
proceeded  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Kazanky,  and 
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built  themselves  a  city.  The  people  under  his  sub- 
jection inhabited  it  ninety-four  years,  when  tli© 
place  became  disagreeable,  and  it  was  abandoned. 
They  then  built  another  city  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Same  river,  and  there  they  remained  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  years,  when  the  race  of  the  Mus- 
sttlmen  Khans  terminated.  At  this  time  there  wss 
no  Khan  in  Kazan ;  Shiek  Ali  was  detained  in  cs{h 
tivity  by  the  Russian  believers. 

<<  Some  time  after  this,  the  Russians,  acquiring 
strength,  appeared  with  all  their  forces  before  Ks- 
jsan,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  of  it.  At 
this  time  Ivan  Kalta  reigned  over  Russia ;  for  se- 
▼en  years  they  were  unable  to  bring  the  Masai- 
men  to  submit.  Previously  to  the  capture  of  Ka- 
zan, the  Russians  buijt  a  city  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Sviag,  in  which  they  placed  guns,  a  military  chest, 
fire-arms,  and  stores  of  provisions.  After  this, 
Shiek  Ali  sided  with  the  Russians^  and,  unknown 
to  the  Mussulmen,  he  ordered  water  to  be  ponred 
over  the  gunpowder ;  and,  lastly,  he  surrendered 
the  city.  The  greater  part  of  the  people  were 
killed  or  wounded.  After  this  carnage,  the  Tsar 
obtained  possession  of  Kazan ;  an  event  which  took 
place  in  the  year  959,  reckoning  firom  the  Hegini 
(1552).  The  Russians  acquired  possession  on  a 
Sunday,  and  on  the  second  day  of  the  constella- 
tion of  the  Scorpion,  that  is,  on  the  2d  of  October. 

<<  The  names  of  the  Khans  who  governed  Kazan 
are  as  follows :  viz.  the  sons  of  Abdoul  Khan,  Al- 
tonn  Bek,  and  Alem  Bek.  After  these  followed 
Machmoud  Khan,  Matiak  Khan,  Khalil  Khan, 
Abraham  Khan,  Moukhammadamin  Khan,  Ma- 
mouk  Khan,  Abdallah  Khan,  Sakhil-GherayKhan, 
Safe-Gheray  Khan,  Ali  Khan,  Outiak  Khan,  and 
Jadlgar  K\\aQ.    'Wfta\^\.  ^^kv.^^^"^  va  the  year  959 
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(1552),  when  there  was  an  eclipse  of  the  sun. 
After  him  Kazan  became  subject  to  Russia.'' 

Arabian  inscriptions  found  in  the  market-place 
of  Kazan  :-— 

*^  God,  the  holy,  the  righteous,  the  just,  and  the  majestic, 
said :  All  those  who  live  in  the  earth  will  fade  away,  but 
the  visage  of  the  Lord,  dressed  in  honour  and  glory,  will 
shine  eternally. 

^'  Blessings  and  deliverance  be  to  Mahomed,  who  de- 
clared the  world  not  to  be  eternal. 

'^  Also  blessings  and  deliverance  to  the  Lord,  who  said, 
The  world  is  above  all  kings. 

«« In  the  year  936  (1529)  of  the  hegira  of  Mahomed,  in 
the  month  of  Zoulkaghed,  the  son  of  Meukharamed  Shak- 
la  was  killed  by  the  hand  of  the  Christian  Moukhammed 
Galay." 

With  these  few  translations  I  shall  close  my  re- 
marks regarding  Kazan.  Of  Bulgari  much  less  is 
known,  although  its  site  is  but  eighty  miles  from 
Kazan.  It  stood  on  a  fertile  and  rich  plain,  and 
still  boasts  some  interesting  monuments  of  anti- 
quity. 

The  wall  which  encompassed  the  city  is  still 
traceable,  and  is  four  miles  in  circumference.  At 
present,  a  small  village  and  church  occupy  a  part 
of  the  site,  the  gardens  being  actually  spread  over 
a  bed  of  human  bones.  I  have  seen  some  able 
drawings  of  the  remaining  monuments  in  the  col- 
lection of  Professor  Fuchs. 

The  neediiil  preparations  being  made  for  my 
departure,  such  as  purchasing  a  new  kibitka,  pro- 
curing passports,  laying  in  a  stock  of  provisions, 
and  bidding  adieu  to  all  friends,  I  set  out ;  and 
crossing  a  ferry  of  six  miles  over  the  Volga,  against 
a  N.W.  wind,  reached  the  first  station  safe.  My 
baggage  and  horses  did  not  arrive  until  near  mid- 
night, when  we  crossed  two  more  ieTm»,  \^^  W^^ 
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of  the  conntry  being  scarcely  visible  from  the 
€ood.  Next  eyening  I  reached  Tcheboksari,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Volga,  having  come  over  a 
fertile  and  beantiful  country,  tolerably  well  peo- 
pled, who  were  as  civil  and  obliging  as  could  be 
desired.  Many  extensive  tanneries  and  tallow- 
refining  places  are  in  the  neighbouiiiood.  Tche- 
boksari  has  eight  hundred  dwellings  and  three 
thousand  inhabitants,  besides  two  conspicuous  mo- 
nasteries ;  its  situation  is  romantic,  and  it  has  a  con- 
siderable trade,  espedally  of  a  Bne  tallow,  which 
is  much  esteemed  in  England ;  it  is,  notwithstand- 
ing, a  dirty  place. 

From  Tcheboksari  the  road  was  very  bad.  I 
crossed  a  difficult  ferry  on  the  Soura,  from  the 
town  of  Vassil,  and  thence' on  to  Nishney  Novgo- 
roil,  where  I  arrived  at  sun-set.  The  theatre  had 
just  closed,  and  I  consequently  met  most  of  the 
wealthy  people  returning  from  it.  The  view  of 
Nishney  Novgorod  from  a  distance  of  ten  miles 
has  a  fine  effect ;  the  country  is  well  cultivated, 
and  I  enjoyed  the  beauty  and  richness  of  the  land- 
scapes. I  procured  lodgings  at  a  r^ular  hotel, 
and  waited  upon  the  governor,  but  was  again  so 
unfortunate  as  not  to  meet  his  amiable  English 
wife.  The  buildings  for  the  new  fair  have  in- 
creased rapidly,  and  have  a  handsome  appearance ; 
still,  however,  I  feel  far  from  convinced  of  their 
durability  or  safety  from  the  encroachments  of  the 
river  Volga.  Many  extra  precautions,  at  a  con- 
siderable expense,  have  been  taken  since  I  was 
last  here ;  and  the  direction  of  the  works  has  been 
taken  from  General  Betancourt,  and  given  to  the 
Prince  of  Wirtembourg.  Whether  his  highness  is 
a  better  engineer  I  know  not,  but  he  does  not  bear 
that  characteT,  \»wW^^  -wxY^tly,     The  bank  on 
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which  the  fair  stands,  has,  in  many  places,  been 
raised  twelve,  and  in  some  eighteen  feet.  The 
chnrch,  theatre,  hotel,  government-house,  guard- 
house, chancery,  and  public  offices^  are  handsome 
structures. 

There  are  two  thousand  seven  hundred  shops, 
which,  when  let,  will  produce  seven  hundred  thou^ 
sand  roubles  per  annum,  while  the  expenses  have 
already  amounted  to  seven  millions,  and  it  is  sup* 
posed  will  require  at  least  two  more.  The  erec- 
tion has  most  materially  altered  and  benefited  the 
appearance  of  Novgorod,  which  now  contains  thirty 
thousand  inhabitants ;  it  is  paved,  kept  clean,  and 
well  policed;  at  least  the  upper  town  is :  the  lower 
town  is  still,  of  course,  a  place  for  the  Jews  and 
pedlars,  filth  and  dirt  attending  it  and  them.  My 
old  Spanish  acquaintances  were  still  at  work,  and^ 
although  a  little  discontented  at  the  fall  of  their 
patron,  General  Betancourt,  were  still  doing  well^ 
and  jgrateful  to  Russia. 

From  Nishney  Novgorod  I  continued  my  route, 
and  reached  the  large  and  handsome  village  of  Bo- 
gorodskoye,  belonging  to  the  Count  Sheremetieff. 
There  are,  in  the  neighbourhood,  many  villages 
belonging  to  the  same  young  nobleman,  as  also 
seversd  residences  ready  for  his  reception.  This 
young  count  is  not  only  the  richest  subject  in  Rus* 
%{&,  but  is  more  than  comparatively  the  richest  in 
the  world.  He  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand peasants,  and  a  revenue  not  far  short  of  three 
millions  of  roubles.  1  he  village  of  Bogorodskoye 
contains  nine  hundred  dwellings  and  five  thousand 
inhabitants ;  the  situation  is  fine,  and  the  country 
well  wooded ;  and  such  is  the  face  of  the  country 
all  the  way  to  Vladimir,  where  I  arrived  at  noon. 
I  had  passed  the  large  village  of  Pavlovo,  contain* 
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ing  three  thousand  houses  and  fifteen  tkoasand  in- 
habitants, also  belonging  to  the  Sheremetieff  &- 
mily.  Many  iron  manu&ctories  are  to  be  seen  tt 
work,  and  the  country  is  highly  cultiyated.  Nu- 
merous populous  villages,  all  having  a  handMine 
villa,  in  a  dilapidated  state,  attract  the  attention 
of  the  traveller.  Mourom,  M onacovo,  and  other 
small  towns,  are  in  the  same  condition ;  and  the 
only  di£Perence  I  observe  is  the  increased  impn- 
dence  of  the  post-masters  ;  in  some  places  I  ww 
exceedingly  provoked  with  their  extortion. 

This  conduct  of  post-masters  is  one  of  the  great- 
est nuisances  in  the  Russian  empire,  and  is,  in  some 
measure,  imputable  to  the  government.  A  tn- 
veller  arrives  at  a  post-house,  procures  horses,  md 
is  about  to  depart,  when  an  officer  also  comes  up- 
on service,  and  takes  the  horses  from  the  traveUer. 
It  often  happens  also  that  a  traveller  arrives  widi 
a  passport  and  order  for  horses,  and,  although  there 
be  plenty,  the  post- master  will  not  give  them  un- 
der fifty  per  cent  increase :  this  is  the  hard  case 
in  which  civilians,  and  people  not  in  the  service  of 
the  Emperor,  are  placed.  Government  have  pu- 
nished several  offenders,  but  the  law  and  custom 
of  procuring  horses  are  bad.  Why  should  not  in- 
dividuals be  allowed  to  hire  their  own  horses,  with- 
out being  subject  to  the  compulsion  of  engaging 
them  from  the  post-contractor  ?  Speaking  of  the 
post,  it  may  not  be  unamusing  or  useless  to  inform 
my  readers,  that  to  send  a  letter  from  one  part  of 
the  Russian  empire  to  the  other,  the  postage  must 
be  paid  in  advance — a  circumstance  which  appesn 
to  me  to  keep  back  education  more  than  any  tbing 
else.  There  is  a  great  difference,  I  presume,  i> 
paying  to  send  a  letter,  of  the  contents  of  whidi  i 
person  is  QLCf^'oiwtftd^  and  paying  for  the  receipt  f^ 
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a  dozen  letters  coming  from  a  parent  or  friend.  It 
18  said  that  many  false  letters  would  be  sent  by  the 
ignorant  and  miscbievons ;  this  indeed  might  at 
first  be  the  case ;  but  let  them  be  sent,  they  will 
thus  become  better  educated,  and,  in  the  end,  will 
know  better  how  to  employ  their  time ;  to  say  no- 
thing of  a  considerable  increase  in  the  post  revenue, 
which  must  take  place  as  education  expands. 

The  road  from  Vladimir  to  Moscow  is  a  bad 
one,  being  a  continual  causeway.  It  rained  hard, 
and  my  cart  being  leaky,  the  journey  was  ezceed- 
higly  unpleasant.  The  approach  to  Moscow  not 
a  Httle  exposed  the  absurdity  of  the  belief,  that  the 
approach  towards  civilisation  is  the  approach  to 
happiness.  The  people  more  surly,  the  articles  of 
life  dearer,  no  hospitality,  voracious  appetite  for 
gain,  innumerable  beggars,  roads  crowded  with 
vehicles  of  all  descriptions — such  are  the  sure  signs 
of  approaching  a  capital,  and  such  was  the  case  as 
1  entered  Moscow's  crowded  streets,  and  put  up 
at  the  London  Hotel :  which  I  recommend  no  one 
else  to  do,  from  its  expensiveness,  and  the  inat- 
tention and  want  of  cleanliness  of  its  owners.  My 
etay  in  Moscow  occupied  me  three  weeks,  there 
being  no  spare  places  in  the  diligence,  which  has 
been  lately  established  upon  a  liberal  and  success- 
Ixil  plan.  The  custom  or  patronage  it  has  received 
from  the  public  is  unbounded,  and  the  outfit  is  al- 
ready repaid  to  the  speculator. 

I  was  most  hospitably  entertained  by  my  old 
/English  friends,  as  well  as  by  several  of  the  no- 
bility. I  attended  the  opera  and  theatre,  and  paid 
-visits  to  the  numerous  magnificent  villas  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Moscow,  which  are  well  worth 
the  attention  of  the  traveller,  and  forcibly  remind- 
ed me  of  Old  England.    I  also  visited  the  new 
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walks  and  gardens  of  the  Kremlin,  and  conmler 
tbem  as  very  handsome.     The  experimental  farm 
which  has  lately  been  established  by  the  Moscow 
Imperial  Sodety  of  Rural  Economy,  and  wkidi 
is  much  patronised  by  the  nobility  of  Russia,  hti 
met  with  success ;  its  present  president,  the  go- 
▼emor-general  of  Moscow,  Prince  Wladimir  Ga- 
litzin,  is  a  man  of  great  merit  and  spirit,  and  hti 
placed  it  under  the  management  of  my  friend,  Mr 
Rogers.     1  also  visited  the  public  prisons,  whicfa 
are  conducted  according  to  a  plan  suggested  by 
the  lamented  Howard.     They  are  far  superior  to 
those  of  the  new  capital ;  fifteen  hundred  prison- 
ers are  confined  in  them,  seventy-five  of  whom  arc 
criminals. 

The  governor-general's  late  noble  residence  wai 
destroyed  by  fire  the  last  winter,  and  has  not  yd 
been  rebuilt.  The  anecdote  respecting  it  will  be 
long  remembered  in  Moscow.  It  was  at  a  grand 
ball,  and  when  the  tables  were  already  laid  for 
supper,  that  the  fire  was  discovered.  It  had  Iod? 
been  seen  by  the  watchman,  but  he  could  notthiak 
of  giving  the  alarm,  or  disturbing  the  quadrilkfl 
and  waltzes.  When  it  was  known,  the  company 
had  barely  time  to  escape  before  the  drawing-room 
floor  fell  in,  carrying  with  it  the  supper-tables,  al- 
ready covered  with  the  usual  delicacies  and  orna- 
ments. 

Among  the  most  conspicuous  personages  in  Mos- 
cow was  Lieutenant  Holman,  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
a  blind  poor  knight  of  Windsor.  I  passed  sevenl 
pleasant  days  with  bim,  and  considered  the  accom- 
plishment of  my  design  of  penetrating  through  Si- 
beria as  nothing,  when  compared  to  his  determina- 
tion of  proceeding  also.  He  related  to  nie  many 
anecdotes  o1[  Vv\&  u^ivels  and  scco?id  sigkt*    What 
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object  be  can  have,  withont  a  serrant^  in  going  to 
Sioeria,  1  know  not.  He,  indeed^  may  go  there 
as  well  as  any  where  else,  for  he  will  see  just  as 
much  ;  but  there  is  so  little  to  be  seen  by  those 
who  IwYe  even  the  use  of  their  eyes,  that  I  can- 
not divine  what  interest  he  can  have  to  attempt 
ity  without  even  a  knowledge  of  the  Russian  lan- 
guage. If  his  journal,  which  may  be  made  int&* 
restingf  be  composed  of  hearsay,  as  it  certainly 
caimot  be  of  ocular  evidence,  he  will  indeed  have 
enough  to  do  to  record  the  information  he  may  re- 
ceive, and  which  can  only  proceed  from  exiles  or 
criminals,  and  consequently  not  implidtly  to  be 
relied  upon ;  particularly,  situated  as  he  is,  pos-> 
sessing  hardly  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  Russian 
language  to  appretiate  duly  the  value  of  such  hear- 
say information.  His  manuscript  must  become 
voluminous,  and,  of  course,  too  bulky  to  be  sent 
by  private  hands;  it  can  only  therefore  be  for* 
warded  by  the  post,  where,  without  doubt,  it  will 
be  subject  to  the  examination  of  those  whose  duty 
it  is  to  inspect  documents  of  such  a  nature  as  this 
is  likely  to  be,  and  will  be  treated  according  to  its 
merit. 

In  every  country,  even  in  England,  we  find  that 
foreigners  should  be  careful  of  what  they  do,  as 
well  as  of  what  they  write,  if  they  wish  their  pack- 
ets a  safe  arrival  to  their  destination  :  they  should 
take  care  that  nothing  offensive  to  the  government 
be  inserted ;  for  frequently,  as  in  England,  truth  is 
a  libel,  and  the  greater  the  truth,  the  greater  the 
libel.  Whether  Mr  Holman  has  already  learnt 
this  useful,  and,  to  travellers,  necessary  lesson, 
time  will  develope ;  if  so,  he  may  go  where  he  will, 
and  be  received  by  every  person  in  the  empire  with 
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open  arms  and  wann  hearts.  I  gave  him  lettora 
of  introdaction  to  all  my  fnends  in  Siberia,  aod 
shall  feel  most  happy  in  his  return.  Who  will  then 
say  that  Siberia  is  a  wild,  inhospitable,  or  impas- 
sable conntrv,  when  e^en  the  blind  can  braFerae  it 
with  safety  I 

Upon  my  outward  journey  through  this  city,  I 
had  but  little  time  to  pay  any  attention  to  its  situa- 
tion, or  indeed  to  any  thing  concerning  it;  nor 
did  I  think  it  necessary,  considering  as  I  did,  that 
e^ery  one  was  acquainted  with  the  celebrated  and 
ancient  capital  of  the  Russian  empire.  Upon  my 
return,  I  had  as  little  time  as  inclination  to  enter 
upon  the  subject,  from  other  circumstances  whicb 
it  is  here  needless  to  mention.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
I  now  venture  to  give  the  translation  of  a  some- 
what curious  and  interesting  document,  which 
shows  the  state  of  this  city  in  the  year  1812,  pre- 
vious to  the  conflagration,  and  in  the  year  1818 ; 
only  six  years  subsequent  to  what  may  be  termed 
the  total  destruction  of  the  most  magnificent  and 
extraordinary  city  in  the  universe.  When  this 
statement  is  attentively  considered,  it  cannot,  I  pre- 
sume, fail  to  strike  the  reader  as  affording  a  won- 
derful example  of  the  exertions  of  the  Muscovites 
in  a  cause  so  calamitous. 

Moscow,  standing  upon  more  ground  than  any 
other  city  in  Europe,  Asia,  or  Africa,  that  we 
know  of,  to  be  reduced  to  ashes ;  and,  in  the  short 
space  of  six  years,  to  boast  an  increase  of  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  forty-one  private  dweHii^, 
one  thousand  and  eighty-one  of  which  are  of  stone^ 
and  one  thousand  and  sixty  of  wood,  is  a  circum- 
stance reflecting  every  honour  upon  the  Russian 
empire.    If,  therefore^  from  its  ashes,  it  could  in 
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80  short  a  time  assume  a  grandeur  superior  to  that 
fimnerly  entertained  of  it,  what  must  be  its  state 
Bt  this  moment,  six  years  subsequent  to  the  time 
I  am  now  speaking  of?  Surely  such  a  circumstance 
diows  a  spirit  of  emulation  never  before  surpassed, 
if  equalled,  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Nor  is  it 
with  this  city,  under  similar  circumstances^  that  I 
will  stop ;  Kazan  Orenbourg,  Saratof,  indeed  seve- 
ral other  considerable  cities  of  the  Russian  em- 
pire,  have  each  frequently  shared  the  fate  of  Mos- 
cow ;  and  yet  they  are  no  sooner  burnt  than  re- 
boih.  A  subscription  is  set  on  foot,  under  the  im- 
mediate sanction  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  taxes 
are  for  a  time  rescinded  with  every  dass  of  so  un- 
fortunate a  people.  The  cities  of  Russia,  from 
being  generally  built  of  wood,  are  more  than  ordi- 
narily exposed  to  the  fiery  element;  in  spite  of 
the  fact,  uiat  no  country  in  the  world  has  provided 
the  same  means  of  alarm,  or  a  more  expeditious 
mode  of  bringing  the  engines  into  play,  than  the 
police  of  St  Petersburg.  In  illustration  of  this 
^t,  I  need  but  say,  that  in  every  quarter  or  divi- 
aion  of  the  different  cities^  there  is  an  elevated 
tower,  with  a  look-out  day  and  ni^t,  to  give  a 
general  alarm,  and  telegraphic  information,  in  case 
of  fire.  The  general  of  the  police  is  obliged  to  B.U 
tend,  and  the  engines,  being  attached  to  these  alarm 
towers,  of  course  are  enabled  to  proceed  direct  to 
their  destination.  The  general  encouragement,  nay, 
almost  compulsive  measures,  adopted  by  the  go- 
vernment to  build  with  brick,  will,  it  is  presumed, 
prevent  so  many  devastatmg  conflagrations  as  some 
of  the  most  wealthy  cities  have  been  subject  to* 

In  the  summer  of  1812,  the  inhabitants  of  Mob- 
cow  were  computed  at  312,000,  composed  of  the 
following  classes,  kc 
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Clergy 4,77» 

Nobility 10,732 

Military • 21^78 

l^Ierchants       .  ' ll,Wift 

J^Iechanics  and  ardzans  of  all  denominations  .    .  19,0%' 
Senrants  of  the  nobility,  who  remain  in  Moscow  du- 
ring the  summer,  to  guard  the  palaces,  &&      •  38,404 

Foreigners .  1,410 

Common  population  and  peasantry      ....    203,77^ 

Grand  Total    .    .     .    312,000 

TbiB  nnmber  certainly  fell  v^ry  short  of  tlie  win- 
ter popnlation,  when  all  the  MnscoTite  and  other 
retired  noblemen,  senators,  generals,  and  governors, 
return  to  the  city  to  spend  the  Christmas  aad 
other  holidays,  as  well  as  the  Carnival.  It  is  also 
not  onworthy  of  remark,  that  at  the  period  this 
census  was  taken,  all  foreigners  had  been  ordered 
away;  their  numbers  were  not  inconsidemble. 
French,  German,  Italian,  Swiss,  Dutch,  &c  all} 
eren  the  Prussians,  were  ordered  away ;  all  those 
nations  having  been  in  league  against  this  mighty 
empire.  The  personal  dependents  upon  a  Russian 
nobleman  are  generally  as  numerous,  and  upon  the 
same  footing,  as  they  are  in  Spain ;  they  are  a  spe- 
cies of  heir-loom  of  charity,  they  are  never  turned 
away,  they  are  considered  an  expensive  but  neces- 
sary appendage,  for  without  them  much  murnmr 
would  ensue.  Thus  these  united  considerations 
induce  me  to  lay  down  the  whiter  population  at 
400,000,  or  420,000  souls. 

That  this  population,  in  common  with  every 
other  capital,  will  increase,  I  doubt  not ;  especially 
if  it  continues  to  receive  the  support  it  now  does, 
and  more  especially,  if  the  Emperor  Alexander 
makes  good  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the 
Muscovites,  by  making  it  the  imperial  residence 
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for  a  period  of  three  or  four  years,  while  the  wmter 
palace  at  St  Petersburg  undergoes  a  proposed  com- 
plete repair,  if  it  be  not  entirely  rebuilt. 
'  That  Moscow  is  a  more  advantageous  spot  for 
the  capital  of  the  Russian  empire,  than  St  Peters- 
burg, there  can  be  little  or  no  doubt  It  is  a  sort 
of  central  spot  between  the  Caspian  and  Baltic,  as 
well  as  the  White,  Seas,  hesides  other  internal  parts 
of  the  ancient  empire,  or  didsedom ;  not  forgetting 
the  most  remote  parts  of  Siberia,  to  wfiich  there 
is  a  noble  water-carriage  by  steam,  if  properly  car- 
ried into  effect.  The  two  rivers  Moskva  and 
Yaouza,  with  four  canals,  not  a  little  strengthen  my 
assertion;  they  run  into,  through  and  round  the 
city,  and  might  be  made  of  the  most  wonderful  con- 
sequence, they  being  all  that  can  tend  to  the  neces- 
sity or  e<Mnfort,as  well  as  to  the  luxurious  appetites, 
of  the  inhabitants. 

Over  these  rivers  and  canals  there  are  eight  stone 
bridges ;  there  are  now  also  ninety-eight  bridges 
constructed,  of  wood,  while,  in  1812,  there  were 
but  seventy-two.  Surely  an  increase  of  twenty-six 
bridges  upon  a  destroyed  city  is  an  evident  mark 
of.  improvement,  and  of  facilitating  the  intercourse 
from  one  part  of  the  city  to  the  other.  Nor  is  this 
the  only  proof  of  the  deure  which  is  entertained 
by  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  by  the  government, 
to  facilitate  the  means  of  communication ;  the  al- 
leys, lanes,  and  narrow  tlioroughfares  have  increas- 
ed from  four  hundred  and  one  to  five  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  while  the  principal^  or  first-rate  streets 
have  decreased  from  one  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
to  one  hundred  and  sixty  four.  ~  The  widening  .of 
these  principal  streets,  and  the  greater  extension  of 
cross  thoroughfares,  have  also  tended  to  reduce  the 
number  of  gardens  attached  to  the  ho\L«ft%  fi^  ^3Qft  tl^- 
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bility  from  one  thonsand  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  to  one  thousand  and  twenty-one ;  and  al- 
thongh  this  falling  off  in  the  ornamental  as  well  as 
vaefnl  part  of  Moscow  has  taken  place,  still  has  the 
*  latter  increased  prq>ortionately  upon  other  equally 
necessary  works.     Formerly  there  were  but  three 
thousand  wl  hundred  and  seventy  wells  for  water,- 
while  there  are  now  three  thousand  aeven  hundred 
and  ninety-three,  being  an  increase  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  in  six  years.     The  ornamental 
sheets  of  water,  as  well  as  fish-ponds,  have  ako 
given  way  to  the  increase  of  building,  in  a  propor- 
tion of  from  two  hundred  and  ninety  seven  to  twe 
hundred  and  fifty-three. 

The  public  entrances  to  the  city,  as  well  as  the 
number  of  parishes  into  which  Moscow  is  divided 
are  the  same ;  the  former  sixteen,  the  latter  twenty* 
The  number  of  public  squares  ia  also  still  twenty-^ 
five;  some  of  them  are  highly  magnificent.  Of 
other  public  establishments  and  buildings  which 
have  undergone  no  comparative  change  in  condi- 
tion or  number,  I  will  enumerate  the  following  :— 

Ist.  University,  1 ;  2d.  Public  colleges,  2 ;  3d. 
Public  schools,  2;  4th.  Charitable  hospitals,  2 ;  5th« 
Imperial  Palaces,  4 ;  6th.  Cathedrals,  7  ;  7th.  Bu- 
rial-grounds, 14 ;  8th.  Military  arsenal,  1 ;  9Ui. 
Public  charitable  institution,  1 ;  10th.  Edifice  for 
the  instruction  of  military  orphans,  1 ;  11th.  Mi- 
litary barracks,  9;  12th.  Foundling,  1;  13th.  Thea- 
tre, 1 ;  14th.  Cannon-foundery,  I ;  15th.  Workhonse, 
1 ;  16th.  For  poor  widows,  1 ;  17th.  Madhouse,  1; 
18th.  State  prison,  1 ;  19th.  Public  club-houses, 
2;  20th.  Markets,  29 ;  21st.  Infirmaries,  9;  22(1. 
Slaughter-houses,  19;  23d.  Signal-towers,  20;  24th. 
Watch-towers,  360. 

Of  re\\giouRe(\\&cft^)\.W{oTtY  forties  arenow^o 
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more ;  superttitioiis  bigotry  is  now  sunk  into  the 
most  tolerant  of  all  religions ;  for  whether  Catho- 
lic»  Protestant^  Jew,  Mahomedan,  or  Pagan,  they 
are  all  alike  countenanced  in  Russia.  The  Court 
of  St  Petersburg  appears  to  keep  in  mind  the  ne-* 
cessity  of  some  religion ;  thus  we  see  its  goTem* 
ment  countenancing  those  opinions  which  are  most 
feyonrable  to  actual,  though  not  to  nomitudy  tole- 
ration* 

In  1812  there  were  296,  now  there  are  only  289 
churches ;  of  consents  for  friars,  there  were  fifteen^ 
now  fourteen ;  while  for  nuns  there  were  nine,  now 
but  seven-— fourteen  of  one,  and  seven  of  another 
sort  too  many  I  The  private  chapels  still  remain  at 
thirty. 

There  are  fifty-five  public  workhouses,  as  well 
88  the  same  number  of  storehouses  or  granaries,  five 
cavalry  stables,  though  formerly  but  two ;  twelve 
printing-houses,  though  formerly  but  eight ;  manu- 
factories now  376,  formerly  442;  public  baths, 
formerly 41, now 33 — thirty-three  too  many! 
-—private  baths  600,  formerly  1050,  a  diminution 
which,  in  the  year  1818,  can  only  be  attributed  to 
thefieiCt,  that  the  noblemen  and  principal  gentlemen 
of  Moscow,  from  the  wars^  or  corps  doSservationf 
bad  not  at  that  time  returned  to  Moscovy  to  su-* 
perintend  the  erection  of  their  baths ;  a  statement 
I  am  borne  out  in  by  the  knowledge  that  each  no- 
bleman's and  gentleman's  house  in  Russia,  is  no- 
thing without  a  bath ;  they  have  all,  at  least  of  the 
rank  of  nobility,  a  steam-bath,  besides  a  more  com- 
mon one  for  the  use  of  the  domestics. 

The  shops  in  the  public  bazar,  and  which  are 
under  the  immediate  nightly  control  of  government, 
were,  in  1812,  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  se- 
venty-six, now  only  six  thousand  oii«  VraSkds^^  ^kA 
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tbiity-six;  private  obopsyin  private  hoii86%  one  iboih 
sand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two^  now  bnt  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-six ;  private  se- 
minariesy  chiefly  kept  by  foreignersy  there  were  se- 
venteen, now  twenty-two ;  and  private  academiee 
now  seventeen,  formerly  twenty-one.  Although  the 
gross  number  of  these  useful  and  scientific  institu- 
tions will  appear  to  be  diminished,  stiU  it  cannot 
but  be  allowed  that  the  period  has  been  so  short  as 
hardly  to  admit  of  a  more  extendve,  or  a  more  pre- 
mature recovery  from  former  ilis*  Of  the  reduo* 
tion  of  schools  in  particular,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
observe,  that  the  very  general  adoption  of  the  Lan- 
casterian  system  of  education  through  the  whole 
empire,  will  alone  be  sufficient  to  convince  the  im- 
partial, that  so  far  from  a  retrograchition  having 
taken  place,  a  most  wonderful  advance  has  been 
made.  These  Lancasterian  schools  boast  as  many 
hundreds  of  scholars,  as  there  were  in  the  private 
schools  tens. 

There  were,  in  1812,  one  hundred  and  eleven, 
but  now  only  one  hundred  and  seven,  hot-houses ; 
kitchen-gai'dens  there  were  two  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  now  two  hundred  and  thirty-three ;  smitheries 
three  hundred  and  sixteen,  now  two  hundred  and 
thirty-seven ;  inns  and  taverns  six  hundred  and  nine, 
now  four  hundred  and  six  ;  restaurateurs  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  now  one  hundred  and  eighty  seven ; 
common  eating-houses  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,  now  fifty  seven ;  kabaks,  or  gin-shops,  two 
hundred,  now  one  hundred  and  thirty-two ;  beer- 
houses ninety-nine,  now  fifty-seven;  wine- vaults 
one  hundred  and  seventy,  now  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  ;  public  baking-houses  one  hundred  and 
fifty-nine,  now  one  hundred  and  ten  ;  bun-bouses 
^two  hundred  ondsfcvwvVj-^wvT^uow  but  one  hun- 


MOSCOW.  201 

dred  and  forty.  In  this  last  account,  it  cannot  fail 
to  foe  aeen,  that  there  is  a  diminution  of  yarious 
sorts  of  edifices  and  estahlishments,  which  more  pe- 
ealiarly  denote  the  apparent  grandeur,  importance, 
<ir  population  of  a  city.  The  diminution  of  the 
number  of  taverns,  gin-shops,  wine-vaults,  &c.  is 
from  one  thousand  five  hundred  to  one  thousand, 
or  one-*third.  To  what  can  this  be  attributed  ?  It  is 
as  Mr  to  impute  it  to  an  increase  of  private  moral* 
ity,  and  a  more  domestic  conduct  of  all  classes  of 
ibe  Muscovites,  as  to  a  falling  of  public  spirit.  Pro- 
tmbly  the  temporary  conflagration  of  Moscow  has 
done  thus  much  permanent  good ;  for  a  moment  it 
BO  straitened  the  circumstances  of  the  Moscovites, 
SB  to  prevent  that  gross  gratification  of  their  appe- 
tites at  coffee-houses,  &c.  in  which  they  were  wont 
to  indulge ;  and  that  denial  has  now  taught  them 
the  more  solid  enjoyments  of  home.  With  Rus« 
«ian  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  I  can  bear  testimony 
to  then*  abstinence  at  table  in  the  use  of  wine  or  spi- 
rits; they  dine  early,  and,  as  soon  as  dinner  is  finish- 
ed, they  quit  the  table  for  coffee. 
.  When  the  last  census  in  1818 -took  place,  it  can 
hardly  be  supposed  that  Moscow  was  what  it  is ; 
if  the  city  rose  from  its  ashes  in  1813,  and  was, 
what  we  are  given  to  understand  as  a  fact  in  1818, 
it  will  require  little  matter  or  manner  to  induce  us 
to  believe,  that  Moscow  is  what  it  never  was,  and 
that  the  absence  of  the  court  alone  prevents  it  from 
being  what  no  other  capital  is. 

The  reduction  of  the  number  of  apothecaries' 
ahops,  from  twenty-nine  to  twenty-five,  carries  with 
it  an  air  of  apparent  mystery,  not  so  in  fact.  So  far 
from  being  an  inconsiderate  or  inattentive  act,  it 
implies  the  more  unequivocal  proof  of  the  good  dis- 
position of  the  government,    No  ^ex^KyDi  ^ssi'^ss^ 
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sell  medicineB  who  has  not  passed  a  piiMic  exami- 
nation ;  no  medicines  can  be  sold,  except  at  a  stated 
prico  ;  any  adulteration  or  enrcharge  is  at  the  luk 
of  the  apothecary ;  and  all  medicines  must  emanate 
from  the  imperial  laboratory,  which  is  most  gene- 
rally supplied  from  the  magazines  of  Ei^land. 

The  lighting  of  the  city  I  can  also  say  is  yery 
good,  althoogfa  the  actnal  munber  g{  lamps  has  de- 
creased from  seren  thonsand  twohvndred  and  nine- 
ty^two,  to  fonr  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
one.  This  fact  is,  however,  but  a  proi^  that  the 
introductiim  of  better  lamps  acting  upon  wider 
streets,  has  had  a  good  effect.  During  a  very  great 
part  both  of  summer  and  winter,  there  is  hardly  any 
occasion  for  a  lamp  ;  in  the  one  season,  Uiey  have 
light  from  an  eternal  sun,  moon,  or  stars ;  and  ia 
the  other,  from  the  constant  reflection  of  the  snow, 
aided  by'the  periodical  appearance  of  moon  M^stara^ 
as  well  as  toe  generally  clear  atmosphere  of  Mos- 
cow, at  so  cold  a  season. 

This  comparative  expos^  will  speak  for  itself;-! 
should  not  have  introduced  it,  bat  for  the  defect 
appertaining  to  publications  relating  to  Moscow. 
Of  the  numerous  public  and  private  edifices  which 
that  city  contains,  of  their  antiquity  or  origin,  I 
shall  not  enter  upon ;  enough  by  other  writers  has 
been  said ;  I  will,  therefore,  close  the  comparatiye 
account  of  this  city  to  resume  my  journey. 

Having  seen  Mr  Holman  safe  upon  his  road,  un- 
der charge  of  the  Cossack  who  had  accompanied 
me  from  Tobolsk,  I  took  my  place  in  the  diligence 
for  St  Petersburg,  in  company  with  a  Mrs  Bnul- 
ford,  widow  of  an  English  purser  of  the  navy,  and 
a  Lieutenant  Read,  of  the  Royal  Marines,  besideft 
a  young  man  under  my  charge  from  Kazan,  in  iU 
health.    I  regretted  quitting  the  hospitable  ami 
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friendly  society  of  Moscow,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
it  superior  and  more  refined  than  that  of  its  sister 
capitel,  and  which,  probably,  arises  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  its  being  almost  exclnsiyely  inhabit- 
ed by  Russians,  many  of  whom,  after  having  filled 
wi^  credit  and  honour  the  first  offices  of  the  em- 
pire,  retare  to  Moscow,  there  to  pass  the  remainder 
of  their  days  in  peace,  tranquillity,  and  good  socie- 
ty ;  as  that  capital  is  much  more  free,  independent, 
and  unshackled  by  the  police  than  St  Petersburg, 
In  Moscow,  observations  are  openly  made  on  any 
mpopular  act  of  the  govemment ;  its  senators  have 
a  very  superior  voice^  and  great  attention  is  paid 
by  the  ministers  to  their  representations.  The  no« 
bilily  of  Russia  possess  very  extensive  privileges 
and  power,  and  if  the  government  must  be  called 
a  military  despotism,  it  is  a  well  regulated  one ;  and 
happy  are  the  people  when  it  is  governed,  as  now, 
by  a  prince  aft  unambitious  as  he  is  humane.  It  is 
true,  that  its  immense  standing  army,  near  a  mil- 
fion  of  men,  in  the  hands  of  a  prince  differently  in- 
clined, would  be  a  terrible  engine  of  destruction, 
as  wdl  against  the  lives  as  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
The  poWer  of  Russia  is  still  moire  formidable,  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  army  is  composed  of  hardy, 
bold,  enterprising,  and  needy  men  ;  who,  go  where 
they  will,  must  be  better  off,  either  as  to  climate 
or  productions,  than  at  home.  The  present  mili- 
tary expenses  amount,  I  understand,  to  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  of  roubles  per  annum ;  a  sum 
almost  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the  revenue,  for  an 
army  fieur  surpassing  what  may  be  deemed  truly  ne- 
cessary in  times  of  profound  peace ;  the  expense  of 
which  will  be  considerably  diminished,  if  what  I 
have  heard  be  correct,  viz.  that  three  hundred  thou- 
sand men  are  to  be  reduced. 
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Leaving  this  matter  for  more  able  politiciaiiBy  I 
resume  my  journey  in  the  diligence^  in  which  I 
reached  the  handsome  town  of  Klinn,  and  remem- 
bered the  portal  in  the  church  where  I  had  slept 
upon  my  outward  journey.  We  reached  Tver  the 
next  day,  averaging  about  five  miles  and  a  half  per 
hour.  Having  purchased  of  the  people  at  Torjock 
some  few  articles  of  leather,  such  aa  embroidiered- 
boots,  shoes,  and  gloves,  we  continued  an  uninte- 
resting route.;  staid  at  Vishney  Volotchok  to  dine^ 
and  then  entered  upon  the  high  road,  which  is 
M'Adamizing,  and  will,  when  finished,  be  a  most 
beautiful  one ;  three  more  years  will  be  required  to 
complete  it.  Passing  through  Valdai,  I  again  en- 
joyed the  beauty  of  the  scenery,  the  lake,  and  the 
insulated  Iverskoy  monastery.  I  reached  Novgo- 
rod, crossed  the  river,  and  passed  dose  to  the  new 
military  colonies,  of  which  the  city  of  Novgorod, 
as  I  was  told,  is  to  become  the  head-quartora.  The 
experiment  of  this  new  system  will  be  only  extend- 
ed to  the  peasants  belonging  to  the  crown,  and  the 
cliief  objects  expected  to  arise  from  it  are,  first,  the 
cheap  maintenance  of  a  large  militia  force  in  times 
of  peace ;  second,  the  replenishing  of  the  regular 
armies,  when  war  shall  demand  it,  by'a  people  al- 
ready accustomed  to  military  manoeuvres  and  the 
use  of  arms ;  and,  lastly,  the  doing  away  of  the  old 
feudal  custom,  which  hitherto  has  been  pursued,  of 
recruiting  the  armies  from  the  peasants  of  the  no- 
bility. The  two  last  considerations  will  enable  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  to  equip  a  better  and  a  more- 
numerous  army,  and  in  less  time  than  could  for- 
merly have  been  done  ;  yet,  notwithstanding  these 
favourable  considerations,  especially  to  the  posses- 
sors of  peasantry,  and  the  advantages,  in  a  pecu- 
niary point  of  view,  to  the  empire,  much  i^pre- 
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henaiou  Las  beea  expressed  of  the  dangers  likely  to 
arise  from  patting  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  colii- 
moB  peq>le9  and  thus  giving  them  ai|  opportwiit'y 
of  fonning  intimate  connexion  with  soldiers.  The 
compulsory  manner  in  which  these  peasants  were 
foiled  into  this  new  militia  service,  met,  at  first, 
wi^  considerable  objection,  and^  in  some  cases, 
with  resistance ;  but  I  believe  the  disobedience  did 
not  continue  long,  at  least  I  have  heard  nothing  to 
the  contrary.  The  unpopularity  of  the  measure^ 
porhapsyiB  not  singular,  and  arises  from  the  fact, 
that  most  new  systems  begin  by  being  equally 
unfortimate ;  Count  Araktcheef,  according  to  Dr 
Lydl>  is  the  author  of  it.  His  excellency  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  confidential  advisers  of  his 
Imperial  Migesty,  as  well  as  powerful  noblemen 
of  the  present  day ;  but  whether  in  this  case,  his 
^xoelleacy's  advice  will  ultimately  prove  beneficial 
or  injurious  to  the  Russian  empire,  time  only  can 
develope ;  certain,  however,  is  it,  that  still  the  mea- 
sure is  badly  received,  i^ovgorod  has,  no  doubt, 
benefited  by  the  proximity  of  the  colonists,  as  also 
have  the  numerous  villages  in  its  vicinity. 

We  reached  the  environs  of  the  capital  about 
amiHset,  and  safely  arrived  at  the  ill-attended,  dirty, 
and-  extravagant  hotel  of  Mrs  Rea.  I  thought, 
however,  that  a  few  days  of  uncomfortable  lodgings 
was  no  hard  case  to  me,  whatever  it  might  be  to 
others,  and  therefore  I  would  not  remove.  Mr 
Page's,  is,  beyond  all  question,  the  best,  most  re- 
*  spectable,  and,  in  the  end,  the  cheapest  hotel  in  St 
Petersburg,  from  which  I  had  been  absent  exact- 
ly three  years  and  three  weeks,  and  to  which  I 
had  returned  in  infinitely  better  health  than  when 
I  left  it. 

I  was  soon  engaged  at  all  sorts  of  dinners  oM. 
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Giitertainraentfl,  but  wa»  too  anxious  to  get  a  pas- 
sage by  ship  to  the  lapd  of  malt,  to  allow  ray  ae« 
cepting  them.  I  engaged  the  cabin  of  tbe  Peter 
Proctor,  the  master  of  which  ship  had,  on  that  day 
three  months,  dined  with  my  fathier  in  Dominiqius 
and  left  him  in  health  and  happiness ;  this  news 
was  a  gratification  I  did  not  expect  to  experiencs 
so  soon.  The  vessel  being  to  depart  with  the  fint 
fair  wind,  I  had  but  time  to  pay  my  respects  to  the 
Count  Kotchoubey,  my  friend  and  protector.  I 
tendered  to  his  excellency  my  jonrnd,  offering  ta 
leave  it  in  Russia,  should  his  excellency  desire  it 
The  Count  said,  "  No,  take  it  to  Engluid,  pnbliih 
the  truth,  and  you  will  do  more  good  than  fabneatiilg 
or  inventing  things  which  do  not  exist.  Tdl  tbe 
people  of  England  how  yon  have  been  treated  in 
K  nssia,  but,  at  the  same  time,let  us  know  what  yoa 
have  seen."  I  left  bis  excellency,  who  was  on  a 
sick-bed^  penetrated  with  the  highest  sentimeDts 
for  his  virtues  and  afiability,  and  paying  my  fespects 
also  to  Sir  Charles  Bagot  and  Sir  Daniel  Bailey, 
I  completed  my  official  reports  at  the  court  of  8t 
Petersburg — with  the  exception  of  one  to  the  go- 
vernor-general, Count  Miloradovitch,  respecting 
my  passport,  which  was  granted  immediately,  upon 
my  own  terms.  It  seems  that  a  late  smuggling 
transaction,  carried  on  at  Cronstadt,  has  involved 
several  English  merchants,  as  also  Russian  officers, 
who  are  by  birth  English.  Many  people  who  got 
passports  to  depart,  have  gone,  leaving  very  large 
debts  unpaid  ;  consequently,  the  governor-general 
made  a  rule,  that  any  Englishman  about  to  quit  the 
empire,  should  give  information  three  times  in  the 
gazette,  and  also  lodge  securities  for  any  debts.  I 
represented  my  anxiety  to  depart,  and  that  tlie  skip 
would  6ai\  m  a  few  days,  or  the  first  fair  wind.  I 
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was  provided  with  a  passport  on  the  spot,  and  thus 
received  tlie  last  act  of  iiindness  which  it  was  pos- 
sible to  bestow. 

Sir  Charles  Bagot  did  me  the  honour  to  mention 
many  kind  inquiries  on  the  part  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  in  my  absence,  respecting  me,  which  do 
honour  to  his  heart,  and  to  human  nature,  and  at 
the  same  time,  increase  the  many  obligations  I  am 
under  to  his  Majesty,  who  has  my  heartfelt  grati- 
tude. Such  is  the  reward,  to  me  invaluable,  for 
all  the  troubles  and  difficulties  I  may  have  endured 
upon  my  long  journey.  The  Emperor  had  fre- 
quently in  my  absence  inquired  into  my  pecuniary 
situation,  and  as  often  made  a  tender,  through  Sir 
C  Bagot,  of  any  assistance  I  stood  in  need  of, 
^hich  I  was  bound  to  declioiB,  in  consequence  of 
ny  being  evetywhere  received  in  such  a  manner  as 
ftlmott  to  render  money  unnecessary.  His  Impe- 
rial Majesty  also  frequently  expressed  a  fear  that 
I  should  not  be  able  to  surmount  the  difficulties  in- 
cident to  a. voyage  of  the  kind ;  in  short,  that  I 
should  not  again  reach  Europe  safely. 
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I  WAS  not  a  little  flattered  to  learn  from  Sir 
Charles  Bagot,  {lersonall^  as  well  as  by  letter,  that 
no  part  of  my  conduct  had  met  with  the  smallest 
disapprobation  from  the  Russian  goTemment.  Mv 
object  had  been  to  avoid  the  rocks  and  shoals  wlu<^ 
travellers  usually  split  upon ;  and  while  with  the 
natives,  I  studied  to  accommodate  myself  to  thdr 
manners.  I  uniformly  ate,  drank,  and  slept  with 
them ;  dressed  in  the  same  way ;  bore  a  part  of 
their  fatigues,  and  participated  in  their  recreations ; 
and,  I  hope,  made  myself  an  acceptable,  instead  of 
a  disagreeable  guest. 

If  I  have  morally  erred  in  my  wanderings,  I  am 
sorry  for  it ;  I  am  unconscious  of  any  harm  done 
to  any  one,  and  if,  in  these  pages,  I  have  said  more 
than  was  prudent  or  necessary,  it  has  proceeded 
from  a  desire  to  tell  the  truth ;  if,  in  telling  that 
truth  (which  ought  not  always  to  be  told),  and  in 
drawing  comparisons,  I  have  incautiously  hurt  any 
individual,  I  shall  deeply  regret  it.  There  is,  how- 
ever, so  little  of  interest  in  Siberia^  so  little  to  be 
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seen,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  form  an  interest- 
ing work  on  that  topic,  unless  the  traveller  be  a  bo- 
tanist or  naturalist,  or  otherwise  versed  in  the  mys- 
teries of  science.  Siberia  is,  in  fact,  one  immense 
wilderness,  whose  inhabitants  are  so  scattered,  that 
Bve  or  six  hundred  miles  are  passed  by  travellers 
witliout  seeing  an  individual,  much  less  any  cultiva- 
tion, or  any  works  of  man  at  all  worthy  of  descrip- 
.tion.  The  manners,  customs,  and  dress  of  most  qf 
the  inhabitants  are  the  same.  The  severity  of  the 
climate  is  in  most  places  co*equal,  and,  in  general, 
productive  of  the  same  results.  The  matter  of  inte- 
rest is  to  be  compressed  in  a  small  space ;  and  all  that 
I  maybe  said  to  have  done,  may  consist  in  the  fact 
of  showing  others,  that  man  may  go  where  he 
chooses,  as  long  as  his  conduct  corresponds  wiUi 
his  movements,  and  that  he  may,  fearlessly  and 
alone,  as  safely  trust  himself  in  the  hands  of  sa- 
Tages,  as  with  his  own  friends.  I  do  not  say  the 
same  thing  for  a  party  of  travellers :  I  adhere  to 
my  idea  stated  at  the  commencement,  and  I  think 
I  should  often  have  not  only  been  without  food,  but 
have  run  the  chance  of  being  starved,  had  I  been 
accompanied  by  only  two  or  three  attendants  more 
than  I  had. 

If  this  narrative  of  my  journey  shall  have  the 
least  beneficial  effect  in  any  way— if  it  prove  of  the 
least  service  in  guiding  the  future  traveller,  and  bet- 
ter preparing  him  for  the  evils  incident  to  a  journey 
of  toe  kind,  I  shall  be  gratified,  and  consider  my 
time  as  not  thrown  away.  Experience  has  taught 
me  many  things  I  knew  not,  and  which  at  first  view 
may  appear  frivolous ;  but  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  insist  on  the  necessity  of  using  great  foresight 
— that  foresight  has  a  tendency  to  beget  timi(UtY 
or  distrust.    In  my  apprehension,  \vft  Sft  ^^  ^v^^^ 
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and  most  sacceasfiil  trayeDer,  who  goes  at  once  into 
'btfl  joomey,  dependent  only  upon  the  reception 
which  the  ignorant  and  hratal  will  give  him  ;  and 
not  the  traveller  who  reliea  upon  a  well-lined  puna 
I  feel  conyinoed  that  compassion  is  the  leading  cha- 
ncteristic  of  those  who  are  termed  barbarians;  and 
that  man,  in  a  state  of  natnre,  will  freely  give  to 
the  distressed  that  hreadidiich  he  would  not  sell  for 
money.  I  am  confident  diat  man  is  really  hnmane, 
and  tba  he  giyes  more  from  the  dictates  of  a  good 
heart,  than  from  ostentation.    I  have  received  food 
fn&k  a  frunfly  who  were  almost  in  a  starving  state ; 
and  am  therefore  justified  by  grateful  experience 
in  affirming,  that  those  people  who  are  the  most 
ignofwit  and  nndyilised,  are  the  most 
and  friendly  to  thdr  fellows. 
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Setting  aside  the  literary  demerit  of  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  written  from  the  shores  of  the  Frozen 
Sea,  during  the  winter  of  1820-21,  and  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  and  'President  of  the  Royal  80- 
ciety,  instead  of  to  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
the  same  learned  body,  I  may  be  permitted  to  ob- 
serire,  that  I  do  not  think  I  erred  in  so  addressing 
my  letter,  although  such  £act  appears  to  have  been, 
and  still  is,  the  principal  reason  why  so  little  no- 
tice has  been  taken  of  it,  as  not  even  to  entitle  me 
to  the  forms  of  office,  or  even  to  that  which  is  due 
from  one  gentleman  to  another,  viz,  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  its  receipt,  until  extracted  by  applica- 
tion. 

When  I  wrote  the  letter,  the  late  venerable  Pre- 
sident, Sir  Joseph  Banks,  was  numbered  with  the 
dead.  The  &ct  of  the  chair  being  vacant,  and  I 
abroad,  without  the  possibility  of  knowing  what 
was  doing  in  England,  regarding  a  successor  to  so 
great  a  man,  will,  I  am  certain,  convince  the  public, 
if  not  the  scientific  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  that  I 
could  never  have  intended  any  disrespect  to  pre- 
sident or  secretary,  much  less  to  anY  o\.W  ygi^nv- 
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dual  member  of  the  Royal  Society,  with  not 
whom  I  was  personally  acquainted.     It  wi 
only  impossible  for  me  to  have  divined  upon  \ 
so  honourable  an  office  would  have  devolved 
it  appears  that  the  learned  body  in  general  i 
to  have  had  some  doubt  as  to  the  most  proper 
son  to  succeed  Sir  Joseph  Banks  :  to  remedy  a 
a  loss  was  not  only  difficult,  but  impossible ;  e 
why  was  the  chaur  so  long  vacant  ?     In  sbofl 
addressed  my  letter  as  giving  an  opinion  or  inft 
mation  to  the  learned  body  in  general ;  and  neidi 
studied  compliments  nor  disrespect  to  president! 
secretary. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  taken  no  notice  e 
the  silence  of  the  executive  of  the  Royal  Society, 
or  of  their  ignorance  of  the  forms  of  good  breed- 
ing ;  I  was  unwilling  to  think  of  a  body,  as  I  do 
think  of  the  executive  of  that  body,  conscious  tbal 
not  three  of  the  Fellows  were  aware  of  the  t^e8^ 
ment  I  had  received.  One  of  them,  however,  witli 
whom  I  had  become  acquainted  very  recently,  re- 
commended my  writing  to  Sir  H.  Davy,  demand* 
ing  particulars  as  to  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  &c ; 
and,  in  the  event  of  my  not  being  satisfied,  to  la^ 
it  before  the  public  That  friend's  advice  I  fol< 
lowedj  and  accordingly  addressed  to  the  president 
the  following  letter  :— 

«  Sir, — From  Nishney  Kolymsk  I  had  the  ho- 
nour of  addressing  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  and 
President  of  the  Royal  Society ;  the  letter  bear- 
ing  date  January,  1 62 1.  Not  having  been  made 
officially  acquainted  whether  such  letter  has  been 
received  or  not,  I  beg  to  make  inquiry  of  yoQ)  ai 
the  President  of  the  Royal  Society ;  and  I  fur- 
ther beg  to  VTiov9>  \XL  ^^  «^%^\  ^  \m^  ^oamB^been 
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received,  what  has  become  of  it,  and  what  recep- 
tMNi  k  has  met  with; 

^  The  letter  having  been  written  in  reply  to  a 
book  or  paper  from  the  pen  of  the  late  Captain 
Barney,  which  was  read  before  the  Royal  Society, 
willy  1  am  ceictain,  have  induced  that  learned  body 
to  grant  the  same  indulgence  to  my  letter  as  to 
that  of  the  late  Captain ;  if  only  in  consideration 
of  the  interesting  subject  to  which  it  referred,  viz* 
the  solution  of  the  problem  as  regarded  a  jimction 
€xi  the  continents  of  Asia  and  America* 

**  You  will  further  oblige  me  by  stating  the 
period  at  which  my  letter  appears  to  have  reached 
tbe  Royal  Society. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c  kcJ* 

»*  To  Sir  H.  Davy,  PrcBident  R.  S." 

To  the  above  I  received  the  following  reply  from 
Mr  Lee,  the  Assistant  Secretary. 

**  Sir,— -I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
Royal  Society  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  and  to  inform  yon  that  the  paper  to  which 
yoa  allude,  dated  iOth  January,  1821,  and  addres- 
sed to  the  Secretary  and  President  of  the  Royal 
Society,  has  also  been  received,  and  vnll  be  r^um'' 
ed  to  you,  on  your  applying  for  the  same,  or  to  any 
person  producing  an  order  signed  by  yon  for  that 
purpose.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

"  S.  Lee,  Ass.  Sec." 

The  above  produced  the  following  from  me  to 
Mr  Lee.  ' 

«  Sir,— I  have  received  your  letter,  written  by 
directions  oi  the  President  of  the  B.o^dL^^\%v>^* 
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You  will  deliver  to.tbe  bearer  my  letter  from  tbe 
Kolyma,  bearing  date  Janaary,  182 1,  as  also  my 
letter  toucbing  tbe  fair  of  tbe  TdraktcbL  Yon  will 
at  tbe  same  time  acqnaint  Sir  H.  Davy,  tbat  my 
reqttest  to  be  informed  at  wbat  period  my  letten 
were  received  by  the  Royal  Society  bas  not  been 
attended  to,  and  that  tbe  natiure  of  his  reply  does 
not  seem  to  infer  tbat  I  shall  be  made  acqnamted 
with  such  circumstances ;  if  not,  then  I  can  only 
say,  I  shall  have  cause  to  think  even  wane  of  thdr 
conduct  towards^  sir, ' 

**  Your  obedient  servant, 

<^  John  Dundas  Cochrane." 

Thus  ends  my  correspondence,  wbich  only  p»- 
duced  my  letter  from  the  Kolyma;  the  otiier, 
touching  the  fiedr  of  the  Tchuktchi,  has  been  widi- 
held ;  but  what  astonishes  me  is  the  determinatioo 
of  the  President,  to  keep  me  unacquainted  with 
the  precise  period  at  which  my  letters  reached  the 
Royal  Society.  What  can  account  for  so  appa- 
rently immaterial  a  circumstance  ?  To  those  who 
are  unacquainted  with  the  formula  or  routine  of 
business  by  which  the  aiHurs  of  the  Royal  Society 
are  governed,  this  will  indeed  appear  a  trivial  cir- 
cumstance, a  neglect,  or  an  oversight  on  the  part 
of  the  President  or  the  Secretary,  (the  former  of 
whom,  I  hope,  is  satisfied  with  the  precedence  I 
gave  him  in  this  letter,)  or  probably  no  register  » 
kept  of  the  receipt  of  documents  of  the  kind ;  be  it 
so ;  I  excuse  it,  simply  remaiking  that,  if  true,  it 
is  a  slovenly  way  of  doing  business.  To  enable 
them,  however,  to  refresh  their  memories,  I  wl! 
tell  thorn  wfien  they  did  receive  such  letters  ;  more 
than  that,  I  ^\U  ivy  and  divine  what  is  the  reason 
for  the\r  veiu^m^  \.ii  ^w«^^\  \!k^  ^'^asvSss^. 
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May  not  infonnation  be  given  to  a  learned  body 
1  a  langn^  intelligible,  yet  not  complimentary 
r  polished  ?  May  I  not  have  started  some  topics 
1  this  letter  whicn  the  learned  body  thought  were 
)o£  irrelevant  to  the  subject  ?     And  may  not  my 
ieas  have  been  pirated,  and  made  use  of  by  some 
''ellow  or  Fellows  of  the  same  learned  body ;  and 
een  introduced  into  reviews  or  magazines  as  the 
roductions  of  their  own  brains  ?  Or  did  my  ideas 
M>  intimately  coincide  with  some  other  person's, 
3  allow  me  to  meddle  with  such  a  subject  as  north- 
rest  discoveries  ?    Is  there  a  freedom  in  my  lan- 
■nage  which  ill  suits  the  dignity  of  that  learned 
ody?     Have  I  been  too  severe  or  too  familiar 
rith  one  of  that  body?  and  was  it  respect  for 
im  that  caused  their  opposition  to  me  ?    Or  is  it^ 
bat  a  foolish  book  and  memoir  may  be  printed  by 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  listened  to  by 
\em  in  general,  but  can  only  be  replied  to  by  one 
'  their  own  Fellows,  and  no  other  person  be  al- 
wed  to  criticise  so  foolish  a  subject  ?   If  so,  then 
*4>ngratulate  myself  upon  not  being  an  F.R.S. 
Time  will  show  why  they  refuse  to  answer  my 
tstion;  the  President,  I  am  certain,  was  dis^ 
ised  at  my  having  displaced  him,  yet  such  is 
r  the  ostensible  reason.    My  letters  arrived  in 
to  be  made  use  of  by  others,  and  neither  Se- 
xy nor  President  (I  beg  the  latter  s  pardon) 
say  that  the^  ovdy  have  seen  those  letters; 
fore  the  return  of  them  does  not  arise  from 
3rmality  of  address ;  there  is'a  something  more 
^,  a  discovery  which  they  fear  I  shall  make, 
'hich  will  show  how  illiberally' they  have 

tg  ago  knew  my  letter  had  been  qffieialfy 
II.  T  ""^ 


fl« 


Me  to  inqwre 
vte  frte  it  kid 

agHB.Li 

tfcyaay 

tMy  were  fcccifcdkj 

mlffil.    Had  By  letter  ka 

I  tbeald  beve  boved  to  tbdr 

mmwmriky  ike  mr 

a  body,  I  voald  bave  bcei 

witboat  tbe 

Em^  SodcCT,  I  Aodd  bam 

be,  vnleM  tbeir  own 

labeanowcdio  adllIeMtbea^ 


Atleaaltwoef 

iwt  ppt  IB  tbe  0- 

»H 

event  1  awy  be 

bave  h.   To  deav  tfaii,  let 

kan 


cedtabnctbe 


1 


ef  tbe  vaaoM  wby  I  aa  inda- 
beive  tbe  pdUk ;  it  k  BOt 
y  Yaaity  wfaicb  ii 
wbkfa  I  patap* 
is  tbe  in- 
of  it  ia  a 
of  mar,  vbkb  peonpt  me  ts 
witbsKbabott.  1  am  aware  of  tbe  ciiiBcii)- 
bnv  to  ceaicwd  witb :  I  am  aware  that  I  abiU 
:be«|-jit  of  a  part  of  tbe  literati ;  yctftiUI 
ia  adcfition  to  tbese  reasons,  I  am 
tbat  tbe  taftniHi*  I  drew,  and  tbe  ooadu- 


fcvi  iosdfifd. 


APPENDIX.  219 

sions  I  arrived  at,  have  proved,  and  will  prove,  sa- 
tisfactory. 

That  the  literary  demerit  of  my  letter  may  have 
sunk  far  below  the  horizon  of  any  other  document 
attempted  to  be  laid  down  for  the  consideration  of 
the  learned  world,  is  a  charge  I  may  plead  guilty 
to;  but  I  insist  on  the  unanswerable  arguments 
contained  in  it,  i;i4iich  I  wished  to  have  inlarodneed 
into  the  first  edition  of  the  Narrative  of  my  Jour* 
ney  through  Siberia  and  Tarkary— Slaving,  as  it  had 
and  has,  a  direct  reference  to  the  object  I  had  in 
view,  when  I,  alone  and  on  foot,  undertook  the 
arduous  task  of  travonng  Europe  and  Asia  to  theii 
most  north-eastern  limits;  there  to  ascertain,  by 
ocular  demonstration,  whether  Asia  and  America 
did  or  did  not  join.  Tins  was  the  object  and  sub« 
ject  of  my  letter ;  and,  maigr^  the  opinion  filter* 
tained  by  those  who  have  imcommon  senile,  I  now 
give  it  to  those  who  have  a  little  comnuin  sense ; 
let  the  latter  form  their  opinion,  and  decide  whether 
any  one  can  now  doubt  of  the  separation  of  the 
two  continents. 

At  this  moment,  when  public  opinion  is  so  much 
interested  in  the  pending  expeditions  under  Cap* 
tains  Flurry,  Franklin,  and  Lyon,  I  feel  confident 
the  following  letter  will  not  be  void  of  interest ;  as 
little  will  the  remarks  and  ideas  which  I  suggested 
in  the  New  Monthly  Magazine  for  May  aoHd  June^ 
1824,  to  prove  the  impractieabiiity  of  a  north-west^ 
and  the  probabUity  of  a  north-east  passage  round 
the  ccmtinent  of  America ;  as  also  my  ideas  up<m 
the  inefficient  means  about  to  be  adopted  by  the 
land  expeditions.  Requesting  the  reader's  indul- 
gence to  the  letter,  and  to  the  ideas  which  follow- 
ed that  letter,  assisted  by  the  little  map,  I  will  be- 
gin it. 
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•*  TO  THE  SECRETARY  AND  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 

ROYAL  SOCIETY. 

«(  Nishiiey  Kolyma,  lat.  68-^3  N.  Jan.  10—22 
1821.'   Long.  16€l^  £. 

"  Gentlemen, 

^  The  universally  lamented  death  of  the  late 
venerable  and  patriotic  President  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety, Sir  Joseph  Banks,  whom  I  had  sometimea 
taken  the  liberty  of  addressing,  will  account  for 
my  now  troubling  you ;  and  although  I  am  coih 
BciouB  that  my  limited  education  exposes  me  to 
numerous  errors  and  disqualifications,  possUffy  to 
ridictdey  *  yet  am  I  willing  to  brave  them,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  interesting  subject  to  which  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention ;  and  in  the 
execution  of  which  I  hope  it  will  appear  that  I  am 
guided  by  a  wish  to  serve  the  public,  and  neither 
to  court  applause  nor  draw  forth  censure. 

<<  It  is  not  often  that  I  am  favoured  with  tbe 
sight  of  any  literary  publication ;  my  wandering 
life  precludes  the  probability  of  such  a  treat;  bat 
here,  in  one  of  the  most  remote  comers  of  the 
Russian  empire,  and  of  the  universe,  where  nature 
defies  the  power  of  art,  where  no  verdure  quickens, 
and  where  all  is  frozenly  cold,  save  beneyolence 
and  humanity ;  here,  in  such  a  place,  I  have  fotmd 
one,  a  recent  one,  purporting  to  come  from  the  pen 
of  Captain  Bumey  of  the  Royal  Navy,  (a  gentle- 
man for  whose  literary  talents  I  have  the  greatest 
respect,  however  much  I  think  he  has  misapplied 
them  in  this  instance,)  entitled  a  *  Chronological 
History  of  North-Eastem  Discoveries,  and  of  the 
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eadv  Eastern  NarigatioQ  of  the  RiisBians ;'  too 
modest  a  title  for  snch  a  complicated  prodiictioii^ 
where  war,  history,  and  politics  alike  engage  the 
attention ;  where  yirtue  and  vice  are  alternately 
seen  predominant,  and  where  many  subjects  are 
treated  of  in  a  copious  manner ;  indeed,  where  no* 
thing  appears  to  have  been  neglected,  except  that 
to  which  the  title-page  gives  birth.  It  would  be 
a  matter  of  speculation  to  decide  upon  what  sub- 
ject the  Captain  has  most  descanted ;  among  others, 
I  would  rain  know  whether  he  has  realfy  had  in 
view  the  proving  that  no  expedition  or  navigation 
has  been  performed  round  the  north-east  of  Asia, 
and  the  consequent  possibiHty  of  there  being  a 
junction  between  the  old  and  new  continents ;  or 
whether  he  will  not  appear  to  have  been  desirous 
of  giving  the  world  a  fresh  account  of  the  lives, 
deaths,  and  characters  of  Captains  Cook  and  Clerice, 
with  a  history  of  the  Russian  and  Chinese  wars, 
and  a  continued  and  irrelevant  abuse  of  the  former 
uation,  not  omitting  his  dissertation  upon  the  Ja- 
panese empire,  nor  his  remarks  upon  American 
▼assabge,  mdependent  of  his  astronomical,  philo>- 
soohical,  and  critical  observations.  All  Imve  al- 
temately,  and  at  renewed  intervals,  engaged  the 
attention  of  his  fluctuating  pen ;  and,  I  think,  have 
contributed  to  hold  him  forward  as  the  most  par- 
tial and  unjust  reasoner  that  ever  ventured  to  ap- 
pear before  the  public.  I  shall  endeavour,  in  the 
following  pages,  not  only  to  make  good  this  assei^ 
tion,  and  prove  that  not  only  a  navigation  has  been 
performed  round  the  north-east  of  Asia,  but  I  will 
also  draw  forth  a  conclusion  as  to  the  most  pro- 
bable situation  of  the,  so  called,  Shdatshn  Pro^ 
montory, 

« In  replying  to  Captain  Bumey*  >sooV/iX.  -w^ 

T  2 
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be  impossible  for  me  to  foUow  him  tbrotigh  die 
three  hundred  pages  of  his  heterogeneous  matter; 
it  is  unnecessary,  and  my  time  will  hot  admit  of 
it,  nor  am  I  so  disposed ;  I  will  be  content  with 
following  and  combating  those  argoments  which 
relate  to  the  geographical  question,  and  leave  to 
others  those  which  refer  to  a  more  abetmse  and 
logical  definition. 

*'  It  appears  to  me  very  extraordinary  that  Cap- 
tain Bumey  shoidd,  in  the  second  page  of  his  book, 
admit,  that  there  can  be  no  donhty  but  that,  in  the 
time  of  the  elder  Pliny,  distinct  informaixon  had 
been  received  by  the  Romans  concerning  the  north 
coasts  of  Europe  and  Asia.  Pliny  remf^u,  <  Asia 
is  beaten  upon  by  the  main  ocean  in  three  parts, 
north,  east,  and  south.'  If  such  be  the  case,  to 
what  purpose  has  the  Captain  written  his  book  ? 
certainly  not  to  prove  a  negative,  for  he  admits  the 
affirmative,  as  evidently  will  appear  by  his  extract- 
ing that  part  which  relates  to  the  Scythian  and 
Tabin  Promontories.  Had  Captain  Bumey  con- 
fined his  remarks  to  the  probability  of  land  exist- 
ing north  of  Behrings  Straits,  I  should. have  join- 
ed in  the  same  opinion  ;  but  I  think  any  attempt 
to  prove  the  probability  of  a  junction  of  the  old 
and  new  continents,  ought  to  be  deprecated  as  wild 
and  visionary,  and  certainly  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  opinion  of  his  great  master,  Cook. 

*^  In  refuting  the  argaments  brought  forth  by 
Captain  Bumey,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  voy- 
ages of  Deshnew,  Pavlutzki,  Stadukin,  Shalauroff, 
Cook,  and  Billings,  with  such  remarks  as  may  arise 
therefrom.  I  select  these  as  the  most  famed,  and 
likely  to  answer  the  end  proposed ;  it  is  true,  they 
are  the  most  material  in  my  favour,  but  1  would 
really  select  olWi^to  m^^Hdate  iheaiy  could  I  find 
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any. .  So  extraordinary  is  it,  however,  and  so  de- 
serving is  it  of  attention,  tbat>  of  all  tbe  voyages 
and  travels  related  in  his  book,  and  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  public  to  prove  the  probabi' 
lity  of  a  junction  (vide  page  293)  between  Asia 
and  America,  not  one  of  them  holds  out  a  hope  of 
the  kind,  or  expresses  a  doubt  of  their  separation : 
on  the  contrary,  they  all  bear  in  mind  the  exist- 
ence  of  a  north-east  promontory,  and  their  object 
has  been  to  sail  round,  or,  technically  speaking,  to 
double  it. 

"  In  the  year  1648,  Simon  Deshnew  sailed,  for 
the  second  time,  upon  his  remarkable  expedition, 
consisting  of  seven  vessels ;  four  were  never  after- 
wards heard  of.  What  became  of  the  other  three 
Tessels  ?  Deshnew  simply  says,  <  that  after  great 
danger,  misfortune,  aud  the  loss  of  part  of  his  ship- 
ping, he  reached  Tchuhotskm  Noss,  which  extends 
yery  fior  into  the  sea,  and  is  situated  between  the 
north*east  and  north,  and  over  against  which  are 
two  islands,  whose  inhabitants  wear  artificial  teeth ; 
and  that  the  coast  from  that  promontory  turns,  in 
a  circular  direction,  towards  the  Anadyr.'  Now, 
if  this  simple  statement  be  not  a  dear  and  a  de- 
scriptive one,  I  know  not  what  can  be  so  termed  ; 
especially  if  we  refer  to  the  period  of  time  when  it 
was  written,  to  the  person  who  wrote  it,  and  to 
the  circumstances  which  called  forth  that  writing.  It 
was  on  that  great  Tchukotskoi  promontory  that 
Ankudinoff 's  vessel  was  wrecked ;  and  it  appears, 
by  Deshnew's  papers,  that  ^  it  was  the  first 
GJEiEAT  PROMONTORY  he  reached  after  leaving  the 
Kolyma ;  nor,  in  his  subsequent  quarrel  with  So- 
Hverstoff,  does  he  appear  to  me  to  prevaricate  or 
•contradict  the  first  assertion ;  for  although  he  683{«> 
<  there  k  aaoth&r  promontory >  caSVed  S^oitcA'KQM^ 
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he  does  not»  like  Captain  Barney,  term  it  a  Qnat 
cm :  on  the  contrary,  he  treats  it  with  infer- 
ence ;  for,  when  spenldng  of  the  greai  pronumr 
tary^  he  says,  ^  Tckiiko/^shoi  Non  is  not  the  ffd 
promontory,  but  another  far  more  considerable, 
and  very  well  known  to  him/  &c.. 

<<  I  have  been  thns  particular,  becaose  a  material 
difference  may  arise  from  making  use  of  the  word 
GREAT  without  authority. 

**  It  appears  to  me  from  Deshnew's  nanratrreSylBS 
reasonings  and  comparisons,  that  no  greatpramoih 
9ory^  and  which  we  term  Shelatakoi  NosSy  does 
exist,  (neither  is  there ;)  and  that,  as  there  was 
nothing  extraordinary  in  the  appearance  of  ^  land 
from  the  rwer  Kolyma  to  Tamhaitkoi  Nos%  he, 
of  coarse,  could  not  describe  any.  But.  eren  if 
there  be  any  remarkable  or  intermediate  promoii* 
tory  or  lands,  a  variety  of  drcnmstancea  might  have 
contributed  to  keep  them  from  his  TieW/*—^  dis- 
tance at  which  he  kept  from  the  shmre,  the  prera^ 
lence  of  fogs,  &c. ;  at  farthest,  in  short,  Deshnew^B 
conduct  could  only  be  termed  careless  or  inatten- 
tive. Deshnew  was  not  a  seafaring  man,  quite  a 
Rufiicient  reason ;  nay,  I  am  of  opinion  that  he 
would  not  have  described  East  Cape,  Tchukotskoi 
Noss,  or  the  other  many  particulars,  bad  it  not  been 
in  defence  of  a  discovery  of  a  korga,  or  sand-bank, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Anadyr,  and  of  which  he  was 
about  to  be  unjustly  deprived.  As  to  the  appella- 
tion of  Soa-toi  Noss,  Sacred  Promontory,  it  im- 
plies nothing,  although  from  the  time  of  Deshnew, 
it  appears  to  have  lost  it,  and  to  have  gained  that 
of  ShelcUskoi  Noss. 

<^  Having  stated  thus  much  in  behalf  of  Desb- 

new,  and  having  accounted  for  his  silence  or  nef^' 

^^pence,  I  w\\\  \ettve  \\\t(\,  9a\d  draw  yo>ttr  attentwn 
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to  the  ingenious  and  novel,  but  untenable,  'argu 
ment  of  Captain  Burney,  as  relates  to  shitiki  and 
their  use.  Had  he  known  more  of  this  subject,  he 
-would  not  have  so  boldly  asserted  what  was  not, 
what  is  not,  and  what  cannot,  be  the  case;  he 
would  never  have  said  that,  <  on  account  of  Me 
frequency  of  being  enclosed  in  the  Icy  Sea^  it  was 
customary  so  to  construct  vessels,  that  they  might 
with  ease  be  taken  td  pieces,  carried  to  iJke  outer 
edge  of  the  ice,  cmd  be  there  put  together  again/ 
This  is  ipdeed.an  extraordinary,  unauthorized,  and 
ridiculous  assertion  of  Captain  Burney  s;  it  is  a 
ridiculous  mistake,  fit  for  him  to  tell  the  soldiers. 
Such  was  not  the  reason  for  so  constructing  shitiki ; 
for  they  were  built  also  at  Okotsk  and  Kamtchatka; 
they  were  so  built  from  unavoidable  necessity,  if 
the  want  of  proper  materials  or  of  sufficient  funds 
can  be  so  termed.  No  iron  was  to  be  had,  or  the 
cost  of  it  was  too  great  for  Icy  or  EcLstem  Sea  spe* 
culators. 

^*  Allowing,  however,  to  Captain  Burney  the  fall 
benefit  of  his  ingenious  assertion  and  argument,  as 
relates  to  the  intention  for  so  constructing  shitiki, 
I  then  deny  the  possibility  of  ^  so  employing  them, 
and  of  so  easily  taking  them  to  pieces/  &c  The 
twisted  osiers  which  Captain  Burney  speaks  of, 
were  made  from  the  soft  green  bark  and  branches 
of  trees,  applied  in  a  green  state ;  to  imlay  which, 
after  being  once  settled  in  their  places,  were  to 
destroy  them.  Had  this  facility  of  navigating  the 
Icy  Sea  really  existed,  where  no  risk  was  apparent 
or  contemplated,  we  should  not  have  had  to  de- 
plore the  loss  of  so  many  adventm'ers ;  we  should 
have  had  transmitted  to  us  the  result  of  many 
voyages,  and  the  description  of  many  lands  of  which 
we  are  still  ignorant ;  we  should  Iday^  ^Ae^^)G£l&^20c^ 
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genioas  ftM^lity  of  nayigatuig  the  Icy  Sea  notouly 
continoed,  but  improYed  npon,  whereas  now  it  is 
forgotten.  * 

« Iwill  go  fiuther  still^and  allowCaptain  Barney 
the  full  measnre  of  his  ingenious  assertion,  of  the 
intention,  as  well  as  the  fiunlitv,  for  so  employisg 
sbitiki ;  yet,  in  the  case  of  Deshnew,  it  will  appesr 
most  improbable,  if  not  impossible ;  especially  if  it 
be  considered  how  short  is  the  period  allotted  for 
a  task  of  the  Idnd.  That,  in  those  day%  eighty  or 
ninety  Cossacks  (in  whose  praises  the  Captain  ii 
otherwise  wondernilly  sparing)  should  ufdoad^  ton 
Ttg^  and  wfiJbwJld  livnt  veuds^  carry  them  and  theor 
contents  over  an  isthmus,  or  round  a  promontory, 
then  re-build,  re-rig,  and  re-load  them,  ^annoyed 
and  endangered,  as  they  would  have  beef^  by  a  bold 
and  active  enemy,  in  the  Shelages,  who,  Captra 
Bumey  says,  lived  there  during  the  campaign  oC 
Pavlutzki,)  and  resume  their  voyaffe  in  so  short  a 
period,  must  appear  impossible.  The  prorinoas 
for  some  months  which  they  carried,  their  arms  and 
ammunition,  the  masts,  sails,  and  cordage,  as  well 
as  the  vessels ;  to  transport  these  in  so  rigid  a  di- 
mate,  independent  of  other  obstacles,  must  have 
prevented  a  task  of  the  kind  being  completed  ere 
winter  had  commenced,  and  prevented  a  retreat. 
The  nature  of  the  climate  in  the  Icy  Sea  is  such, 
as  to  render  impossible  a  thing  of  the  kind  in  a  ge- 
neral way,  and  highly  improbable,  even  byway  of 
experiment.     So  much  for  shitiki  and  their  use^  as 

*  How  comes  it  that  Captain  Barney  should  hate  per* 
mitted  four  of  Deshnew's  vessels  to  be  no  more  beua  o^ 
when  the  rest  of  his  squadron  had  such  a  facility  of  escspiiif 
dangers  ?  These  are,  however,  such  speculative  and  in- 
venting times,  that  an  hermaphrodite  vessel  is  to  be  iKOt  ts 
the  North  PoVe^  to  %o  u^n  land,  ice,  or  water. 
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well  as  tbeir  uselessness,  for  they  are  no  longer 
used :  some  additional  reason  fm:  supposing  l£at 
the  intention  for  so  constructing  them  was  not  such 
as  described  by  Captain  Bumey. 

*^  There  was  another  class  of  yessels,  called 
kotcbesy  very  frequently  used  in  the  Icy  Sea,  and 
which  were  built  upon  the  river  Lena.  I  wish  to 
inform  Captain  Bumey>  that  the  word  kotche  is  not 
deriTed  from  any  peculiarity  in  the  construction  <»* 
in  the  rigging  of  the  yessel.  The  word  is  derived 
from  kochevat,  to  wander,  and  is  rather  a  Siberian 
appellation,  as  tbey  were  employed  in  transporting 
new  settling  or  wandering  fietmilies,  and  hence  gain^ 
ed  the  appellation  oikoiches.  What  their  construc- 
tion or  mode  of  riggiog  then  was,  I  am  not  aware ; 
bnt  they  were  secured  with  iron,  sent  down  the 
Lena  to  Yakutsk.  That  Deshnew^s  vessels  were 
kotobes,  there  can  be  little  or  no  doubt ;  for  the 
TesMla  in  which  he  sailed  from  the  Kolyma,  he  had 
pnsviottsly  brought  from  the  Lena  and  Indigirka, 
as  IB  related  in  one  of  his  memorials ;  besides,  the 
Kolyma  conid  hardly  have  produced  seven  vessels 
in  80  short  a  period,  whether  in  tbe  shape  of  ketches 
or  sUtiki;  the  establishment  had  only  existed  three 
yean,  vix.  from  1644  to  1647,  in  the  latter  of  which 
yaanv  Deshnewmade  his  first,  but  unsuccessful,  at- 
tempts 

^  Muller  has  translated  them  kokAeSy  while  Pal- 
las has  said  they  were  vessels.  I  brieve  they  were 
both  correct,  for  I  need  not  say  that  a  kotche  is  a 
vessel,  and  a  vessel  may  be  a  kotche;  whereas  both 
would  have  been  wrong,  had  they  translated  ahiti-« 
ki.  Twill  conclude  with  saying  that,  if  ever  Desh- 
new  did  reach  TckukoUhoi  Noss  with  the  vessels 
m  which  he  sailed  from  the  Kolyma,  (and  which, 
strange  to  say^  has  not  been  doubted,^  \Vi»!t\A  cn^^ 
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only  have  so  done  by  sailing  roimd  the  north-east 
of  Asia;  and  thus  there  can  be  no  reason  for  doubt- 
ing the  testimony  of  Deshnew. 

<<  To  strengthen,  the  opinion  that  Deshnew  did 
double  the  celebrated  Tchukotskoi  promontory,  I 
will,  ont  of  chronological  order,  quote  the  Yoyage 
of  Captain  Cook,  a  voyage  which  Ci^ptain  Bnmey 
bore  a  part  in,  and  I  think  will  server  to  destroy  the 
hypothesis  of  the  latter  gentleman,  of  the  probable 
junction  of  the  two  continents,  vide  page  300. 
Upon  referring  to  the  situation  of  the  Discovery, 
when  off  Icy  and  North  Capes,  it  appears,  the  for- 
mer bore  south-south-east  true,  and  no  land  yisible 
north  or  east  of  it ;  the  latter  bore  west-half-north 
by  compass,  no  land  being  visible  north  of  it,  al- 
though the  horizon  in  that  quarter  was  pretty  dear, 
— a  circumstance  which  induced  Captain  Cook  to 
say,  that  from  Cape  North,  <  he  thought  the  land 
would  be  found  to  take  a  very  westerly  direction ;' 
and  so  it  will,  in  the  event  of  no^neo^*  promontory 
existing.  Such  I  take  to  be  the  case,  after  an  im- 
partial review  of  the  voyages  under  consideration. 
I  think  the  land  from  Cape  North  will  be  found  to 
take  a  very  westerly  direction,  to  a  promontory  not 
far  distant ;  which  promontory  and  the  island  of 
Sabedei  are  the  extremes  of  a  spacious  bay,  which 
Shalauroff  visited,f  but  which  Deshnew  might  have 
passed  without  noticing  or  even  seeing.  Althongrh 
Captain  Cook  was  of  opinion  there  is  land  north 
of  Behring's  Straits,  he  did  not  suppose  such  land 
to  be  a  continuation  of  Asia  or  America ;  on  the 
contrary,  from  judging  by  his  remarks,  he  evident- 

*  By  looking  at  the  actual  survey  of  the  north-east  o( 
Asia,  no  great  promontory  will  be  apparent. 
t  This  is  Utierally  true. 
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ly  thought  Icy  and  North  Capes  the  north-west  and 
north-east  hoandaries  of  their  respectiye  continents. 
"  The  next  voyage  which  I  will  select  for  your 
attention,  was  performed  hy  one  Taras  Stadnldn, 
a  great  favourite  of  Captain  Barney's,  as  support- 
ing an  hypothesis  he  declares  not  to  have  formed ; 
but  to  prove  the  probability  of  which,  he  present- 
ed a  memoir  to  the  JRoyal  Society^  and  wrote  a 
book.  It  is  necessary  to  inform  you^  that  the  ac- 
count is  not  derived  from  Stadukin,  hut  from  one 
Nikiphor  Malgir,  of  notorious  memory,  as  will  here- 
after appear.  Malgir  affirmed,  that  a  merchant, 
named  Taras  Stadukin^  did,  many  years  before, 
relate  to  h'.m,  ^  that  he  sailed  in  a  kotehey  with  nine- 
ty men,  from  the  Kolyma,  to  make  a  discovery 
concerning  the  Great  Cape  of  the  Tchuktchi;  * 
but  that  not  heing  able  to  double  it,  they  had  cross- 
ed over  on  foot,  where  they  built  omer  vessels.* 
Captain  Bumey  says,  this  deposition  *  is  the  most 
deserving  of  attention ;'  and  yet,  ere  he  can  make 
It  of  service  in  support  of  the  new  hypothesis,  he 
is  obliged  to  convert  a  hotche  into  a  shitikiy  take 
that  shvtiki  to  pieces^  carry  it  and  contents  over  an 
isthmuSy  ptU  it  together  again,  proceed  upon  his  voy- 
agCy  and  not  allow  him  to  huild  other  vessels^  as 
^is  favourite  deposition  affirms.  Captain  Bumey 
first  tears  the  deposition  to  pieces  in  its  most  ma- 
terial parts,  imitates  another,  like  a  true  sea  voy- 
ager, vide  page  110,  and  then  terms  it  a  circum- 
stantially  described  voyage  of  Stadukin'Sy  as  re- 
lated by  Malgir,  What  does  it  discover  ?  What 
does  it  describe  ?  What,  at  most,  does  it  amount 
to?  Merely  that  one  Malgir  affirmed,  that  one 
Stadukin  had  told  him,  many  years  before,  that  he 

•  f.  e.  Tchukotskoi  li^wi. 

VOL,  11,  13 
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had  sailed  in  a  kotche>  from  the  Kolyma  to  a  cer- 
tain place,  where  he  left  her,  took  a  walk  acroes  a 
neck  of  limd,  bailt  another  yeesely  and  resumed  his 
voyage.  This  is  the  som  of  thu  foyourite  deposi- 
tion in  hehalf  of  a  name  fruitfiil  in  enteipriae.  And 
yet  Captain  Barney  changes  the  most  materisi 
parts  or  it,  that  he  may  the  more  consiatently  tske 
the  same  liberty  with  the  memorials  and  doca- 
ments  of  Deshnew ;  in  short,  Captain  Bumey  htt 
made  two  yoyages  nj^aa  pcgxr^  which  were  nerer 
performed  upon  water^ 

**  It  is  indeed  a  novel  and  extraordinary  mode 
of  reasoning,  that  hecanse  one  man  does  relate  an 
intermediate  cireomstance,  which  might  have  hap- 
pened npon  his  voyage  of  discovery,  he  alone  is  to 
be  believed,  to  the  prejudice  of  another  man,  be- 
cause that  other  man  does  not  relate  an  intenne* 
diate  circumstance,  which  might  not  have  happen- 
ed to  him  on  his  voyage  of  discovery ;  this  is  in- 
deed absurd  reasoning  and  weak  argument  for  a 
junction  of  Asia  and  America. 

"  I  am  so  far  from  doubting  the  testimony  of 
Deshnew,  that  I  am  involuntarily  compelled  to  es- 
tirely  discredit  the  affidavit  of  Malgir ;  but  for  a 
better  reason  than  that  assigned  by  Captain  BB^ 
ney  for  doubting  Deshnew  and  Busch.  Makir 
affirmed,  that  Tares  Staduldn  didy  many  yean  6^ 
fore^  relate  to  him  so  and  so.  Now  this  favourite 
deposition  was  made  in  1710,  only  two  years  qfier 
the  voyage  UHU  petf armed  ;  fin' the  KurUe  Isl^  be- 
came  known  from  ity  and&ey  were  discovered  in 
1708 ;  independent  of  the  time  necessary  for  Star 
dukin  to  have  returned  to  the  river  Lena,  to  ha?e 
related  his  adventures^  and  the  time  necessary  for 
Malgir  to  have  gone  to  Yakutsk  to  make  his  affi- 
davit.    Manxf  is  a  strong  word;  and  supposing 


APPENDIX.  231 

that  Stadukio  bad,  after  bis  voyage,  flown  to  tbe 
river  Lena,  and  tbatMalgir,  after  bearing  tbe  newt| 
iiad  imitated  bim,  and  taken  bin  airy  fl^bt  to  Ya- 
kutsk, still  tbis  hearsay  testimony  conld  only  have 
been  delivered  to  bim  tbe  year  b^orey  viau  in  1709, 
at  which  period  Taras  Stadokin  was  ne  doabt  alive^* 
that  is,  if  be  performed  the  voyage  the  year  before. 
^  It  is  related  that  Stadnldn  crossed  a  narrow 
kthmasj  but  where  that  narrow  isthmus  is,  it  is 
difficult  to  say;  yet  will  I  endeavour  to  explain  tbe 
riddle.  Here,  at  Nishney  Kolymsk,  is  a  traditiony 
and  I  agree  with  Captain  Bumey,  that  traditions 
ought  not  to  be  disregarded^  of  a  Stadukin  having 
sailed  in  a  Aote^  from  tbe  Kolyma  up  the  Oreat 
Aniuy  river;  in  that  river  there  is  an  MumuSy  or 
shallow  sand-bank,  over  which  tbe  hotche  could  not 
sail;  sbe  was  cut  into  two  parts,  floated  overhand 
put  together  again ;  he  continiied  his  voyage  until 
be  reacbed  tbe  Anadyr  nuntntaifUf  which  be  cross- 
ed on  foot,  built  anotber  vessel  at  Anadyrskf  and 
then  sailed  upon  bis  voyage  to  tbe  Tchukotskoi 
Cape,  Whether  this  tradition,  which  is  still  fresh 
here,  refers  to  Taras  Stadukin,  I  know  not.;  I  be- 
lieve not.  I  think  it  refers  to  the  ▼oyage  of  M> 
cboel  Stadukin,  who  had  in  vaim  attempted  to  go 
by  sea  during  the"^  Ufe  of  Desbnew,  and  was  there- 
tom  oompelled  to  venture  ofer  the  chain  of  moun- 
tauis  then  unknown,  and  for  the  particukus  <tf 
which  voyage  I  refer  to  a  pi^e  379  of  a  note  in 
Coxe.f'  These  circumstances  coincide  in  general. 
Malgir  asserting  that  a  Stadukin  related  tbe  tale 
many  yean  before,  confirms  me  in  tbe  opinion  that 

.   *  I  mention  this,  to.  aak  why  Stadukin  was  not  sum- 
moned instead  of  Malgir  ? 

'f  Indeed  the  like  voyage  is  noticed  at  page  16  of  Ca^i^ 
tain  Bomey's  hook. 
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of  the  river  Tcherma ;  he  readied  that  souroe  on 
the  23d  of  March  (as  will  appear  by  a  baek  calcu- 
lation) ;  from  thence  he  inarched  due  north  uxty 
days,  and  reached  the  Icy  Sea  near  a  considerable 
river;  that  was  on  the  23d  of  May.  He  after- 
wards marched  along  the  Icy  Sea-coast  for  fifieea- 
days ;  at  times  so  fiir  firom  the  land,  that  the  mouths 
of  the  rivers  were  harely  disUnginBhable ;  done,  no 
doabt,  to  shorten  his  journey,  instead  of  going  round 
the  hays.  From  the  7th  of  June,  when  lie  arrived^ 
until  the  15th,  he  halted,  when  he  again  resumed 
his  journey  along  the  Icy  Sea-eoast  for  fifteoi  daya 
more,  and  halted  on  the  3<Hh  of  June  (near  toe 
easternmost  of  two  rivers,  which  he  htui  passed 
within  one  day's  journey  of  each  other)  until  the  3d' 
of  July,  when  he  eOtempied  io  cross  ^promonJkJfry; 
but  it  was  not  until  the  14th  of  July  that  he  was 
enabled  to  march  from  the  western  to  the  eastern 
coast,  (haring  high  mountains  to  climb,  it  was  ten 
days  before  be  reached  the  latter,  the  country  of 
the  Shelages  being  on  his  left, — ^viz.  on  the  24th 
of  July,)  when  Pavlutzki  embarked  part  of  htf 

Eeople  in  baidares,  and,  with  the  rest,  continoed 
is  march  along  the  sea-coast,  in  a  south-east  di- 
rectiou ;  when,  in  seven  days,  on  the  Ist  of  Au- 
gust, he  came  to  the  mouth  of  a  river ;  and,  in 
twelve  days  more,  the  13th  of  August,  to  the 
mouth  of  another,  beyond  which,  at  the  distance 
of  ten  versts  (six  miles)  there  ran  into  the  sea, 
far  towards  the  east,  a  head  of  land  which,  at  the 
beginning,  was  mountainous  ;  but,  gradually  di- 
minishing, ended  in  a  plane,  the  extent  of  which 
could  not  be  seen.  Here  Pavlutzki  ceased  to  fol- 
low the  sea-coast,  and  turned  inland  towards  the 
Anadyr,  reaching  the  fortress  in  seventy  days,  or 
on  the  2lBt  oi  OcXo\^^. 
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<*  This  is  tlie  amount  of  the  informatioii  derived 
from  Pavlntzki's  journal ;  and,  before  I  state  the 
coiurses  and  distances  I  think  he  actually  perform- 
ed, it  may  be  necessary  to  inform  you,  that  he  was 
provided  with  rein-deer  in  considerable  quantities, 
which  answered  the  purposes  of  carrying  his  arms, 
ammunition^  and  baggage,  as  well  as  his  provisions, 
and  ultimately  also  served  for  food.  The  Tchuktchi 
people,  when  they  travel  with  laden  rein-deer,  do 
not  go  more  than  eight  or  ten  verstg  a^day,  equal 
te  four  and  a  half,  or  six  miles.  They  ai*e  three 
and  four  months  upon  their  journey  hither  from  the 
Bay  of  Saint  Lawrence,  although  the  distance  does 
not  exceed  eight  or  nine  hundred  versts  (four  hun- 
dred and  sixty,  or  five  hundred  and  twenty  miles.) 
Billings  was  six  months.  Pavlutzki  tells  us,  that 
upon  his  first  journey,  he  did  not  go  more  than  t^n 
versts,  or  six  miles  a-day,  halting  at  times.  I  shall 
therefore  venture  to  admit  his  having  gone  &gkt 
Tersts  a-day,  or  four  miles  and  a  half,  in  a  direct 
line,  when  in  a  mountainous  country;  and  ten 
▼ersts,  or  six  miles^  a-day,  when  on  the  Icy  and 
Eastern  Sea-coast,  where  he  would  be  much  assist- 
ed. Upon  his  return  to  Anadyr,  I  shall  allow  him 
also  eight  versts  a-day,  more  than  which  he  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  have  gone ;  uncertain  of  the 
proper  or  direct  route,  wearied  and  worn  out  as 
'  ills  people  must  have  been,  after  a  long,  laborious, 
and  perilous  campaign,  and  exposed  to  the  heavy 
fklls  of  snow  which  the  months  of  September  and 
October  must  have  produced  in  such  a  latitude. 

^<  Pavlutzki's^r^  route  lay  between  north-east 
and  east — say  east-north-cast,  twelve  days,  or  fifty- 
four  miles ;  his  second  route  lay  due  north,  sixty 
days,  or  two  hundred  and  seventy  mUe^^lA&lA.i'nL 
fome  east,  thirty  days,  or  one\wtft^Te^wcA^«'»^sxiVi 
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Dkiles ;  his  faurA  route  east-sonth-easty  ten  dayB, 
or  fort7-fi?e  miles ;  luB.jytk  route  soath-eMt)  mi^m 
days,  or  forty-two  miles ;  his  sixth  route  soodip 
east,  twelve  days,  or  seventy-two  miles ;  and  Us 
Menmih  route  a  direct  line  to  the  Anadyr  fortraan 
whence  he  had  departed,  a  distance  which  sbsaM 
not  exceed  seven  hundred  versts^  or  foor  hnndni 
miles,  to  he  made  in  seventy  days. 

**  Having  thns  given  an  idea  of  the  courses  and 
distances  of  Pavlatadd's  march,  I  will  draw  yoar 
attention  to  the  |daces  he  arrived  and  halted  at| 
and  which  are,  in  a  manner,  noticed  in  his  joamaL 

<<  His  first  route  earned  him  to  the  source  «f 
the  Tcherma,  ariver  well  known ;  hia  second  route 
to  the  Icy  S^  near  to  a  considerable  river,  kaown 
here  by  the  name  of  the  Bokhoi  Reka,  and  situ- 
ated a  little  to  the  east  of  Cape  Baranov  Kamen; 
his  third  route  carried  him  beyond  the  easteror 
most  of  two  rivers,  which  I  suppose  are  the  rivU' 
lets  seen  by  Shctlauroffy  in  Tchiaon  Bay,  (for  rivu- 
lets they  would  only  appear  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember to  ShalaurdSf,  although  in  June  and  the  be* 
ginning  of  July,  they  might  otherwise  appesr  to 
Pavlutzki,*)  and  the  Kvata  and  Packla  of  Billings 
Pavlutzki's  four&i  journey  carried  him  to  a  place 
where  he  procured  baidares,  consequently  to  a  plaee 
where  there  were  inhabitants.  That  place  I  take 
to  have  been  the  Cape  North  of  Cook,f  and  the 
Karpa  or  Ekakta  of  Billings.  It  is  there  that  the 
last  of  the  Eastern-Sea  Tchuktchi  are  said  to  re- 
side, and  where  there  is  a  fishing-place,  according 
to  Captain  Billings ;  it  is  there  also  that  Cook  saw 

*  This  I  presume  is  natural ;  people  in  vessels  may  deem 
a  body  of  'v^ln  «l.  ^'^xji'el^  vhich  to  an  army  would  appear 
as  a  rivcT. 

•I-  Or  mote  "ipto^tVj  CiV^'^vN>'«ssi\\it&'^%xss«v^x«!^ 
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a  body  6f  water,  and  which  may  Berve  as  a  shelter^ 
JDg  place  for  fishermen  and  their  boats.  Pavlutzki's 
fifth  route  carried  him  to  a  river,  which  I  take  to 
have  been  the  Amgooyan  of  Billings ;  and  his  sixth 
Tonte  carried  him  to  another  river,  which  I  take  to 
kaye  been  the  Vouchervaren  of  the  same  person. 
Hbe  head  of  land  beyond  it,  I  consider  is  the  cape 
wliich  induced  Behring  to  turn  back,  and  the  Bay 
of  Klashenie  of  Billings,  or  near  Bumey's  Isle  of 
Cook;  These  particulars  strikingly  confirm  each 
olhery  as  to  an  island  off  Cape  North  ;*  there  is 
Mdd  to  be  one  upon  which  the  Tchuktchi  preserved 
the  rein-deer  during  the  season  of  hostilities. 

^  I  will  now  describe  the  route  laid  down  in  the 
iBap  prefixed  to  Captain  Barney's  book.  I  know 
not  who  is  or  was  the  author  of  it ;  but  of  the  map 
itself,  I  will  prove  that  absurdity  and  incorrectness 
are  its  prominent  features,  and  as  such,  undeser- 
▼ing  of  any  other  attention  than  to  expose  it. 

**  It  has  been  already  said,  that  Pavlutzki,  du- 
fing  the  ^r^  twelve  days,  marched  between  north- 
east and  east,  and,  in  the  following  sixh/  days,  doe 
ncHth,  and  yet  this  sapient  map  gives  Pavlutzki  to 
have  gone  nearly  the  same  distance  during  the 
twelve  as  during  the  sixty  days,  hence  no  difficulty 
in  accounting  for  a  north-north-west,  instead  of  a 
north  course.  Upon  the  Icy  Sea^coast,  Pavlutzki 
is  represented  as  having  gone,  in  thirty  days,  only 
about  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles,  of  four 
and  a-Ao/^a-day ;  while  in  the  following  ten  days, 
and  when  he  had  high  mountains  to  climb,  he  is 
enabled  to  have  gone  about  one  hundred  and  foity- 
three  miles^  or  fourteen  miles  a-day.   If  Pavlutzki 

*  Even  Captain  Cook  supposed  there  was  an  island  ofiT 
Cape  >^ih.    See  page  247  of  Captain  'Bianve^''«\M^« 


IcftA 
the 

Wide  or 

aflheSMi^ci 
^BfiiiMDcdy  aodowil^  ts 
cuuuiiy  bcimp  tocn^^  sbo  he 
te  pfiicnred  Widnvi ;  thil  piMX 
potme'  to  have  been  the  Cap^  North  of  Cotk.* 
FfiNB  timoe  this  mp  TCpRwntB  bis  ^oinn  mbv 
cast  OIK  kmmdredamdj^kf  bdIcb  in  jna»  d^  >r 
tireiity-oiie  miles  per  dsf;  and  yet,  during  tiM  tol- 
loniiig  twdve  days,  and  with  the  same  aasislaBni 
be  can  only  go  one  hundred  aid  thirty,  or  ckiit 
■riles  a-day.    Why  this  diffisrence,  I  wooM  aik? 

*  When  dui  lener  wm  written  tt>  the  Bojdl  Sodtif >  I 
did  mppoie  Pavlauki  to  liaTe  aowrd  Id  Oipe  Ndith  «f 
CocA ;  Dov..a-dji3rB,  and  with  die  diart  of  die  wtntj  d 
north-east  Aiia,  1  think  othcrwiie.  1  think  PaTlatiki  man 
hate  crotted  to  Cape  Knzmin,  the  vathefii  point  ef  which 
it  distant  from  Cape  North  nbiety  niila^  to  be  dividei  ks- 
tween  the  two  following  joumeja,  which  occopied  niuUBfii 
days*  time ;  no  great  increase,  when  it  is  considered  tfacf 
were  sopplied  with  baidarea,  and  eonacqnendy  wa^  have 
been  able  to  gio  Com  oc  tive  miles  a-day  extra. 
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LsBUff  to  enable  Paylutdd  to  reach  Anadynk  by 
the  Slat  of  October^  he  went,  without  halting,  five 
Imndred  and  seventy  miles  in  aerenty  daurs,  or 
more  than  eight  miles  per  day ;  an  imposaibilityy 
with  an  army  soch  as  I  have  describedi  in  anoh  a 
deaolate  oonntry.* 

^  I  would  ask  the  anthor  of  that  map  what  an 
European  army  can  do,  in  a  fine  country,  and  in 
poaaossion  of  every  thing  that  is  requisite  to  nourish 
them  ?  I  am  no  soldier,  but  I  should  think  twelve 
or  fifteen  miles  in  continuation  for  seventy  dMys  to 
be  a  regular  march,  while  twenty  or  twenty-five 
would  constitute  a  forced  march,  especially  if  con- 
tfaraed  for  the  same  perioiL  In  tins  country,  a 
diflfaient  calculation  must  be  resorted  to ;  the  n»- 
tnie  of  the  dimate,  the  depth  of  the  snow,  the 
lofty  and  barren  mountains,  the  weight  of  their 
arms,  clothing,  &c.  are  alone  obstacles  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  a  thing  of  the  kind,  as  passing 
with  an  army  m<»e  than  five  or  six  miles  per  day 
direct,  in  a  long  succession  of  months.  I  also  re» 
mark  in  the  map»  which  is  a  disgrace  to  such  a 
book  aa  that  coming  from  the  pen  of  Captain  Bur^ 
iiey»  that  Pavlutaki  is  represented  as  having  reach* 
ed  Tckukotskai  Noss;  had  such  been  the  case, 
PavhUzki  would  never  have  seen  land  running  far 
hUo  the  sea  towarde  the  east,  as  his  journal  ex- 


*  It  may  not  be  amisa  lor  the  reader  to  measuie  the 
tance  between  Gape  North  and  the  point  whence  Pavlutski 
tamed  inland  towards  the  Anadyr,  and  the  south-east  march 
of  two  hundred  and  eigfUy  miles  along  the  coast,  according 
to  Captain  Bumey,  which  two  hundred  and  eighty,  added 
to  tha  distance  between  Gimes  North  and  Kunnin,  where 
Pavlutdu  must  have  crossed,  will  make  three  hundred  and 
seventy  miles,  or  twenty  miles  a-day  ;  which  could  not  have 
been  accomplished,  as  part  of  his  army  maxdied  along  the 
beach. 
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piif  ■:  iNit  he  would  have  seen  it  tonuiig  to  tlie 
iOBlb>west  and  west-soiiUi-west  towards  the  Ant- 
dyr;  had  PftTfail^  reached  Tckukotskoi  NosSj  ht 
wookL  mmree  have  imrmed  inland  towards  the  Am' 
d^y  bat  he  would  have  continaed  his  voyage  abmg 
ike  MO-eoasij  provided  as  he  was  with  baidares. 

«*  It  is  apparent  that  Pavlotzki  saw  the  land 
iriuch  indooed  Bdning  to  tum  hack ;  a  land  which 
he  did  not  readi,  for  he  ooold  not  see  its  extent  to 
the  tOMiy  while  Behring  ooold  not  see  its  extent  to 
the  wetL  I  think  there  can  he  no  doubt  that  such 
place  is  the  Bay  of  KJashenie  of  Billings,  in  about 
the  latitude  of  67®  18^  N^  c»-  about  twelve  or 
fifteen  miles  south  of  the  point  where  FtWutski 
amved  at,  which,  in  that  case,  would  have  been 
to  the  latitude  6V  SSf  N.,  eighty-three  miles  south 
of  Cape  North,  or  one  hundred  and  seventeen  mOes 
south-east  of  it ;  a  distance  which  Pavlutzki  miglrt 
with  fiicility  have  reached  in  nineteen  days,  when 
travelling  with  baidares,  being  only  six  miles  a-day: 
he  might  have  gone  more,  but  he  could  never  have 
reached  Tchukoiskoi  Noss,  (independent  of  therein 
sons  I  have  before  given,  as  the  seeing  of  land  to 
the  east,)  which  is  one  hundred  and  seveoty-ooe 
south,  and  two  hundred  and  forty-two  distant  from 
Cape  North,  or  thirteen  miles  per  day. 

'<  Here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  ask  Captaia 
Bumey,  why  he  has  accused  Captain  Billings  of 
placing  an  island  off  the  Bay  of  Klashenie  to  cor- 
respond with  the  Cape  North  of  Cook  ?  There  is 
a  difference  of  about  eighty  miles  in  the  latitude  of 
the  two  places,  vide  page  194.  Does  Captain 
Bumey  forget  the  island  bearing  his  own  name,  in 
lat.  67''  45^  N.  ?  or  does  he  forget  that  the  land  to 
the  son\Viwwd.o^\t.  forms  like  an  island,  as  assert- 
ed by  CapXaoi  Cw^^  ^si.\s»  \q«x»5Js.  ^\  Si*??^«iml)er 
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iBd,  177a?.  Wbettl^  thie  Bay  of  Klashenie  is  near 
Bnrney's  Isle,  or  Be«rer  to  the  apparent  isle  to  the 
pQUtl|war4  is  tQ.  me  d^ffic^  to  deci4e»  When 
]3411iQgBx  i!P^  A  biaidare^  visited  the  Bay  of  Klashenie, 
|he  land  might  bave  formed  like  an  island ;  hut  he 
n^JBBT  could  have  si4>posed  that  bay  to  have  he?n 
Cape  North ;  for  he  lias  expressly  placed  the  latter 
fi^ar  to  t^  riyer  Ekakta.  This  attack  of  the  C^p- 
tai^i'vi  as  are^  several  upon  deceased  individoalSf 
w^  wuiecess^ry,  and  more  than  the  simple  title 
^  l^s  hook  justilled.  Captain  Bumey  should  re- 
collect that  comparisons  are  odious, — that  drawn 
^y  lu|n  betv^een  Captain  Billings  and  Ledyard  very 
iBUch.  so.^  tiad  Captain  Bumey  known  the  reid 
characters  of  these  two  men^  he  would  have  re- 
flOM^ned  ^lent)  and  npt  have  unjustly  censured  the 
qpaey  lufs  unmeiitediy  have  extqll^  the  other.  It 
i^riU  do  nfx  good  to  discuss  upon  tl^ir  merits  or  de- 
pots ;  both  were  unfortunate,  and  there  {  leaive 
tj^ni,  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  voyages  of  the 
ent^ifP^ing  Shal^iMroiff)  who,  in  my  opinion,  cer- 
tainly vefupoed  Sheli^tslkai  Noss,  and  confiri^s  the 
pffa^ti<»hiUty  of  a  paaaagey  although  attendi?4  with 
^fiicid^y  and  dai^;6F9  vide  page  S90  of  Coxa's  Dis- 
coveries. 

**  Shalauroff  stKlod  to  t^  north-east  to  doubi^ 
ShefaUkai  Nos^y  birt  before  he  reached  the  islands 
near  Uy  he  w$^  r9tarded  by  contrary  winds,  and, 
on  Isocount  of  the  nd^'Wlced  season,  obliged  to  seek 
far  ^  wint^ipg  placei  he  accordkgly  s^ed  south 
ipto  a  large  open  bay,  which,  his  jounial  says,  is  on 
tbe  west  side  of  the  Npsi^  and  formed  by  it  and 


'  *  Captain  Buraey^  practice  and  precept  are  widely  dif- 
ferent, vide  page  280,  when  speaking  of  subordination  in 
the  case  of  thi»  same  Ledyard.  « 

vol/jl  X 
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the  island  of  Sabedei.  In  that  Imy  he  could  not 
winter,  no  fish  nor  wood  being  to  beprocored,  al- 
though he  discovered  two  ritnUets^  Shalauroff  got 
out  of  the  bay,  and  ronnd  the  island  of  Sabedei, 
when  he  fieistened  his  vessel  to  a  body  of  ice,  and 
was  carried  by  a  cnrrent  west-sonth-west  fi^e 
▼ersts,  or  near  three  miles  per  hour ;  hence  I  infer 
the  run  of  the  coast  from  the  Kolvma  to  Sabedei 
to  be  east-north-east  and  west-south-west.  On  the 
second  day  after  leaving  the  island  of  Sabedei,  he 
saw  far  to  the  north-east  by  north*  a  mountain ;  in 
other  words,  he  saw  the  land  he  had  left,  viz.  She- 
ktskoi  Noss.  Upon  the  fourth  day,  he  resained 
the  Kolyma,  determined  to  again  make  toe  at- 
tempt ;  which,  alas  I  he  did,  never  to  return. 

**  I  agree  with  the  learned  Mr  Coxe  in  doubling 
whether  Shelatskoi  Noss  extends  so  far  to  the  norm 
as  placed  in  ShalauroflTs  chart,  for  the  able  reasons 
given  by  that  gentleman ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  general  outline  and  form  of  the  coast  will  be 
found  perfectly  correct.  The  accounts  of  Pavhitz- 
ki  and  Shalauroff  correspond.  The  river  whence 
the  former  crossed  to  the  Eastern  Sea  must  neces- 
sarily be  in  nearly  the  same  latitude  as  the  place  to 
which  he  came  out  at,  and  which  we  suppose  was 
Cape  North ;  that  river  must  therefore  have  been 
in  Tchaon  bay,  which  is  the  name  given  to  Sba- 
lauroff's  bay,  and  that  river,  according  to  Billings 
and  Shalauroff,  cannot  be  far  distant  from  Shelat- 
skoi Noss.  The  accounts  of  the  two  latter  gentle- 
men also  correspond,  and  prove  the  existence  of  a 
promontory  from  which  Billings  could  not  have 
been  far  distant.  It  appears  by  Billings'  map  that 
the  Karpa  and  Ekakta  rivers  run  into  the  ocean 


T\\l»  \*  by  compass,  or  N.  £.  ]  E.  true. 
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co^of  the  Nos8,  while  the  Packla  and  Kvata  enter 
the  Icy  Sea  toest  of  the,  Noss.  It  also  appears  that 
when  Billings  was  on  the  Karpa,  he  was  fifty-one 
miles  from  the  Eastern  Sea ;  and  only  seventy- 
four  miles  from  the  Icy  Sea  when  on  the  Kvaia. 
It  may,  therefore,  he  admitted,  that  the  promon- 
tpry  lies  between  those  two  rivers,  and  would  not 
be  far  to  the  toest  of  north,  from  him ;  for,  whea 
Billings  was  on  the  Kvata,  he  was  in  his  most 
northern  situation;  as  his  route  changed  from  north- 
west to  west  and  south-west,  being  a  right  angle 
to  his  former  general  route,  and  demonstrating  that 
it  was  there  the  adverse  ridges  or  chains  of  moim« 
tains  had  united,  and  that,  not  fBX  distant  from  their 
junction,  they  must  terminate  in  a  due  north  direc* 
tiony  that  being  the  central  point  between  north- 
west and  north-east,  the  courses  of  the  adverse 
ridges. 

**  I  should  calculate  the  Noss,  when  Billings  was 
on  the  Kvata,  and,  at  the  junction  of  the  ridges^ 
to  have  been  as  far  distant  as  it  was  to  the  Eastern 
or  Icy  Seas ;  fifty-one  miles  added  to  seventy-four 
will  give  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles,  the 
half  of  which  is  sixty-two  miles  and  a  half,  the  dis- 
tance I  take  the  Noss  to  have  been  from  him  due 
north,  which  is  also  about  the  same  distance  which 
he  journeyed  along  the  valleys  of  the  Eastern  Sea 
coast.   That  the  rim  of  the  mountains  on  the  east- 
em  coast  is  north-west  and  south-east,  we  have  the 
testimonies  of  Cook,  Pavlutzki,  Billings,  and  Beh- 
ring. 

"  Admitting  the  longitude  of  Cape  North  to  be, 
as  stated  by  Cook,  181°  east,  I  should  infer  that  of 
Shelatskoi  Noss  to  be  about  175''  or  176''  E.,  and 
in  latitude  about  70°  2(y,  or  70°  30'  N.  To  sup- 
port this  idea  of  mine  respecting  tVi^  Va^kVxA^  «^^ 
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Icmgitvde  ai  Sbektskoi  Noes,  (as  derired  from  Ito 
^^yages  of  Billings  and  SbafanirofFy  and  BQ^^Mrted 
by  circorastantial  evi<knoe»)  let  as  resoit  to  aao- 
tber  mode  of  aigoiDg,  eqouly  Gorroborative.  Th 
loBgitade  of  Cape  North  is  181^  east^^iat  of  Cape 
BaranoT  Kamen  is  169^  east ;  the  difiBrenee  is  12^, 
or  about  240  miles  of  Icmgitude,  while  tbeie  am 
only  37  miles  diflPereaoe  of  latitude ;  the  inleieaoe^ 
then,  is,  that  there  cannot  be  any  vetynorthem  Imi 
600iM0n  lAem,  especially  sappoited  as  this  aigmaort 
is,  when  the  distance  from  the  island  of  Sabedd  ta 
Baranov  Kamen  is  dedncted  as  having  been  tn- 
▼ersed  by  Shalauroff. 

**  Let  US,  however,  have  reoomse  to  aaother 
mode  of  calcokting  the  ktitade  and  kagitnde  of 
Shelatskoi  Noes ;  let  w  refer  to  the  wcSU-known 
direction  of  the  land  from  Baranov  JSkmen  to  Ihe 
easty  and  the  equally  well-known  comBe  of  the 
mountains,  and  direction  of  the  coast  on  the  eastern 
shore;  the  former  is  east-north-east  and  west-soatb- 
west  by  compass,  the  latter  north-west  and  south- 
east ;  aJtfaongb,  beyond  Cape  North,  Ci^tain  Cook 
was  of  opinion  that  the  Imd  would  be  found  to  take 
a  very  westerly  direction*    Let  a  line  be  drawa 
from  Baranov  Kamen,  latitude  69^  33'  k>ngitnds 
169^east,  to  the  eest-north-east,  and  let  another 
line  be  drawn  from  Cape  North,  latitude  68^  5G, 
longitude  181^  east,  to  tiie  north-west  by  west,  and, 
at  the  point  of  iniersectkmy  place  ShekOskoi  Noss  ; 
it  cannot  far  err ;  it  will  be  in  a  middle  longitude 
of  175°  or  176°  east — as  it  will,  also,  if  placed  due 
north  of  the  mountain  junction  on  the  -Kvata — as 
it  will,  if  Shalauroff's  chart  be  correct — and  as  it 
will,  also,  in  the  event  of  Deshnew  having  sailed 
round ;  \>ec»n»«,  m  xKe  last  case,  it  will  not  form 
any  remaaMtA/^  ^aqpfpeoroflmoe^  ^  ^^wsBbsstMsfr^i^  anffi- 
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cient  to  draw  forth  the  descriptive  powers  of  an 
unlettered,  but  enterprising,  Cossack.  As  to  its 
formation,  we  have  nothing  to  jndge  by,  except  the 
undoubted  existence  of  a  large  bay  to  the  west  of 
it,  and  the  run  of  the  land  due  north  from  the  east- 
em  shore  of  that  bay  for  a  considerable  distance, 
according  to  Shalauroff's  chart,  and  as  asserted  by 
Pavlutzki ;  and  this  will  be  true  if  the  south-east 
part  of  the  bay  is  in  near  the  same  latitude  as  Cape 
North,  Pavlutzki  could  not  have  seen  eighty  or 
ninety  miles,  and  he  therefore  crossed  the  promon- 
tory, uncertain  how  far  the  land  might  go  to  the 
north ;  or  he  knew  it  was  a  promontory,  and  there- 
fore unnecessary  to  be  travelled  round  at  a  great 
loss  of  time,  when  he  could  and  did  cross  it  in  ten 
days. 

*^  Should  the  situation  of  Shelatskoi  Noss  be 
found  as  I  have  ventured  to  predict,  I  will  then 
maintain  that  Deshnewwas  not  bound  to  notice  it 
as  a  remarkable  promontory ;  for,  allowing  him  a 
common  course  of  sailing,  and  for  him  to  have  kept 
a  common  offing  from  the  shore,  he  could  only  have 
changed  his  co\iT%ef<mr  points,  and  impossible  to 
have  changed  itfive  points.    Let  a  chart  be  form^* 
ed,  and  Shelatskoi  Noss  be  placed  as  1  have  repre- 
sented, and  no  promontory  will  be  apparent,  at 
least  not  such  a  one  as  to  strike  the  attention  of  a 
trading  Cossack;  but  to  double  the  Tckukotshoi 
Noss  the  case  is  very  different ;  the  course  must 
be  changed  from  south-east  to  south,  south-west^ 
west,  and  even  to  north-west,  to  enable  a  vessel  to 
keep  sight  of  the  land.    Here  is  indeed  too  re- 
markable a  difference  to  be  passed  in  silence,  even 
by  the  most  illiterate,  from  a  south-east  to  a  north- 
west, half  the  compass ;  this  will  account  for  tha 
remark(Mef  otf  as  it  is  termedi  tW  ^  «as#^^>  ^^* 

x2 
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^eriptkm  of  lyMoMoi  Otfe  by  Daihtifaw,  wlio 
sayBy  *  it  tuna  in  a  diciilar  cKrediota  towards  tbe 
Anadyr/*  independent  of  tlie  neeesaity  for  destiri- 
■bing  it  in  defence  of  the  discovery  of  the  korga,  or 
•aand-bank,  at  the  month  of  the  Anadyr. 

<<  The  cnrreats  will  next  occupy  a  HtlUe  of  yotar 
attention ;  and  akhoogh  they  do  not  argue  tnacfa, 
3ret  what  little  theydo  argne^  isiii  fav^iir  of  a  dear, 

2»en,  and  eatenBive  sea  to  the  indrtfli-eiuBt  of  the 
dymay  and  a  near  tcfrminatAon  of  tlie  continent 
of  Asiay  in  that  directioiiy  from  the  isle  of  Sabedei. 
Although  a  cnirent  of  two  or  three  miles  «(n  hoar 
-be  expoieiioed  in  llie  narrow  straits  of  Behiiag,  it 
does  not  follow  that  sndi  cnrrent  would  be  fdt  in 
the  wide  expanse  to  the  north,  at  a  dbtance  Of  foor 
hundred  miles  of  latitude.  It  also  appears  that  the 
-dirrents  are  periodical;  bat  were  Gmoh  not  tiie  isase, 
the  period  had  gone  by,  the  ice  and  snow  had  done 
melting,  the  sun  had  withdrawn  its  power,  and  ihe 
waters  of  the  south  were  not  necessarjr  to  ifiH  up 
the  voids  which  are  caused  in  the  north,  by  exha- 
lations or  otherwise.  I  am,  however,  of  opiniiHi, 
'liiat  the  currents  are  generally  produced  by  the 
•action  of  the  wind  upon  shallow  waters ;  in  other 
words,  that  whatever  way  the  wind  blows,  that  way 
the  current  goes.  Cook  had  always  light  airs  when 
he  tried  for  a  current,  and  found  none,  and  it  is  not 
a  little  extraordinary,  that  when  the  north-west  gale 
set  in,  the  current  was  never  tried  fbr.^l- 

**  In  the  following  season  a  cnrrent  was  found, 

*  Surely  such  a  change  of  counes  can  only  be  tenned  cir- 
cular. 

+  I  am  aware  of  the  difference  in  trying  for  a  current  in 
a  calm  and  during  a  strong  breeze ;  and  I  mention  the  cir- 
cumstance to  prove  that  there  is  always  a  current  in  that  pirt 
of  the  world  wVi^ti  lVv«ft  ia  a  breeze. 
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-at  troe  tne  liMmg  north-west,  at  aiBollier  tnae  east- 
•flrOTtl^•c»^  bttt  in  both  'cases  with  the  wimL  Such 
was  also  the  case  with  Billings  and  Shalaaroiff  in 
the  sea  of  Kolyma,  where,  however  tacldeii  l^e 
change  of  wind  has  been>  that  of  the  current  has 
•been  equally  sudden,  and  in  a  relatiTe  proportion 
to  the  strength  of  wind.  Captain  Bumey  remarks, 
that  the  currents  experienced  by  Shalaur^  were 
'olmd&t  funformfyfrom  the  east,  I  ref^y^  the  wind 
was  almost  unifarmit/Jrom  the  same  quarter.  Upon 
-4b6  2Sd  of  Augnst,  however,  th««  was,  a  nffrih- 
west  wind ;  Shalauroff  steered  to  the  fwrth'-east^ 
but  the  current  carried  him  «aaf  and  south^-east 
among  floating  ice ;  he  again  stood  to  the  north' 
£iestj  to  double  Shelatskoi  Noss,  but  a  contrary 
wind  set  in,  and  a  west-^outh^west  current  inane' 
diatefy  foUowed.  It  is  remaiked  in  the  journal  of 
Shi^ttrofF,  and  I  cannot  cleariy  comprehend  it, 
that  froia  the  28th  of  Joly  to  the  10th  of  Angiwt, 
he  had  a  foal  wind  or  a  calm ;  and  that  when  a  fti- 
▼oimible  breeze  did  spring  up,^  met  A  strong  cur- 
Tent  going  west^  of  halfiO^mileperhmm,  rather  too 
aiKght  a  current  to  merit  the  sppeBation  of  strong. 
I  suppose  it  was  the  dying  remnaBft  of  a  cunent, 
which  a  continuance  of  nordi-east  winds  had  caused, 
and  which  the  subsequent  calm  had  notqaite  abated. 
**  With  respect  to  the  cwients  encountered  by 
Billings^  they  differ  in  nothing,  «xcept  in  strength, 
from  those  experienced  by  Shalauin^,  attendmg, 
as  they  did,  always  upon  the  wind.  July  1^  1st, 
they  had  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  north-east,  and  a 
current  which  cairied  them  two  points  to  the  west, 
July  2(Hh,  they  had  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  norCft- 
west,  and  an  east  current  of  three  miles  per  hom*,  * 
.  which  current  continued  until  midnight  of  the  2dth^ 
when  there  vraa  bat  Kttb)  wind^a^irom^^tiss^^ 


cntrenta ;  it  Bo,  theo  ttiey  prove  tlu  e: 
an  open  and  exteiuire  tea  to  die  norC 
where  would  Billinga'  three  miles  per 
gone  to,  or  ShalaaroS'B  three  miles  pel 
(■«ine  from  7 

"  It  may  be  said  that  a  nonb-west  i 
drive  water  into  a  bay,  (if  one  there  b< 
to  CaptaiD  Buraey's  idea,)  and  that  i 
moBt  have  an  outlet  aomewhere,  and 
and  moat  open  would  be  to  the  eomh-wi 
sonth-weHt.  True,  I  admit  such  a  poi 
north- west  wind  producing  a  weBterlvc 
the  argameiit  will  not  hold  good  wita  i 
wind.  Did  the  cantinent  of  Asia  join  tb 
rica,  or  ran  very  fer  north  and  form  a  I 
flor4A-€a«' wind  could  not  oolynot  prodi 
we«t  or  sotith-weBt  current,  but  it  con 
no  current  at  all ;  on  the  contrary,  thn 
still  and  smooth  water,  because  such  n 
off'-ihore  toind,  and  therefore  it  was,  w) 
roff  had,  upon  his  return,  donbled,  or 
the  island  of  Sabedei,  and  then  receive 
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soctti  lAve  left  the  bay  "dry ;  at  least,  such,  I  pre- 
Butase,  will  appear  to  an  impartial  person. 

**  From  the  cmrents  I  will  make  a  few  obserta- 
tioDS  upon  a  Mr  Bosch  and  a  harpoon ;  previous 
to  whidi  it  ibay  not  be  improper  to  ask  Captain 
BMoey,  not  bow  he  can  write  Irishy  for  any  man 
of  talent  caki  do  the  like,  but  how  he  coold  expect 
svch  bufls  t6  be  passed  in  silence,  vide  page  110; 
It  appeisrs  tlhat,  iA  1716,  was  completed  at  Okoi^ 
^ibe^sty^mtA  capable  of  n^v^ating  the  open  sea ; 
eibe  sailed,  and  puft  mto  ^  port  on  ^e  western  coast 
of  Kamtdiatka,  wfac^  =a  #ba]e  had  been  cast  oil 
sSiore,  having  in  its  biock  *  a  harpoon,  marked  toM 
jRoman  charaderfk*  Captain  Bnmey  says,  to  en- 
title this  stoiry  to  stay  credit,  it  ongfat  to  be  stated, 
*  what  the  characters  were,'  and  yet  he  admits, 
tipon  the  anthmty  of  MuUer,  that  Busch  conld 
yiei*dier  read  nor  write,  and  was  otherwise  so  igno- 
tanl  a  man,  lAiat  Mailer  conld  not  suppose  nim 
capable  of  imitating  a  like  story,  whidi  nad  hap- 
pened on  the  coast  of  Corea  sixty  years  before, 
daptain  Bumey  says,  MuUer  was  too  partial  to 
%dih  these  reports,  becanse  they  were  in  exadt 
conresp<mdence  Widi  his  own  hypotfiteis ;  a  very 
natanu  reasoto,  to  be  timre.  I  suppose,  idso,  the 
Captain  is  indined  to  doubt  them^  only  because 
they  happen  to  be  in  exact  Opposition  to  an  hypo- 
thesis which  he  disclmms,  butto prove  the  possi- 
bility-of  wlneh,  he  has  written  three  hundred  pages 
of  a  book.  Mankind  are  naturally  ibnd  of  their  own 
opinions,  especially  philosophers,  of  which  class 
MuUer  is  denominated  by  Captain  Bumey,  when 
treating  upon  a  hr  different  subject  than  n<Mith- 
east  discoveries ;  but  I  think  it  can  be  easily  prov- 
ed, that  Muller  has  rejected  more  really  doubthil 
and  iai|MlDhahla^vidence  tiianCaptBQXLmanie<)  >'«^d^^ 
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ampearsythroogfaoat  his  woik,  like  a  drowning  maa 
with  a  straw,  4*)«"g'"g  to  every  trivial  circnmstanoe 
which  would  in  the  least  support  or  fiftvonr  a  om- 
tinental  junction. 

^<  Bat  Captain  Bnmey  proceeds  mnch  farther, 
for  he  says, '  admitiiHgtheJactas  reiaiet  toBrnKk 
and  the  )uirpo(mjUMXuldfaUfeirsh€H€f  proving 
that  whales  travel  from  the  European  to  Ae  Tar' 
iarian  Seas;  as  the  Russians  must  be  supposed, 
jx>KG  BEFOKS  the  time  qfSuschy  to  have  thebb 
introduced  the  use  <f  European  harping  irons;* 
and  yet  Bosch  sailed  in  the  first  vsssel^   Let 
C]4>tain  Barney  tell  as  what  place  he  allades  to  by 
the  word  there^  and  to  whom  the  Russians  had  ifr* 
trodnced  the  ose  of  Earopean  harping  irons  so 
LOXG  BEFORE.  Does  the  Captain  know  that  Kamt* 
diatka  had  only  been  discovered  eighbeen  yearSf 
and  conqaered  but^eie  years  ?   The  Captain  may 
say,  it  is  natoral  to  suppose  that  vessels  had  gooc 
from  the  Anadyr;  bat  that  would  have  been  t 
mistake,  for  the  fruitful  Stadukin  was  the^r^^,  (h0 
sailed  in  1708,)  for  the  Kurile  Isles  were  discover* 
ed  in  consequence.      Such  is,  however,  not  tbo 
case ;  the  Russians  never  were,  nor  do  I  think  eva 
will  be,  whalers  in  this  part  of  the  world;  they 
have  better  fish  to  fry,  than  to  seek  for  whales 
without  a  market  to  carry  their  oil  to.     In  sfaortf 
I  can  see  no  reason  for  doubting  the  testimony  of 
Busch  or  Desbnew — ^ignorance  does  not  beget  false* 
hood.    It  is  a  pity  that  Captain  Bumey  did  not  also 
admit  the  fact  of  the  whale  and  harpoon  story, 
which  occurred  upon  the  coast  of  Corea,  sixty  yeaxs 
before,  when  neither  Okotsk,  Kamtchatka,  nor  the 
Anadyr,  had  been  discovered^  much  less  settled; 
to  wbom^m  socVi^cASA^would  Captain  Barney  have 
had  the  ^\ia!sias9i&  Vn^iK^dstfj^  "^ofe  ^»^  ^^just^^eaB 
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harping  irons,  and  where  then  would  he  have  had 
the  whale  come  from?  In  this  case,  therefore. 
Captain  Barney  has  been  at  least  pmdent. 

*^  It  is  in  speaking  of  Mr  Busch  that  Captain 
Bumey  has  paid  such  a  sweeping  and  inimitable 
compliment  to  sea  vcyagers;  we  ought  to  thank 
him  much ;  I  do^*  although  I  confess,  I  do  not 
think  /  merit  it.  Captain  Bumey  sailed  under 
the  celebrated  Cook  in  his  voyages  of  discovery ; 
he  no  doubt  made  many  voyages  before,  as  well 
tB  since  that  period;  and,  as  I  give  him  the 
credit  of  being  a  good  Christian,  and  that  he 
judges  as  he  would  he  jvdged  by^  then  Captain 
Bumey  must  be  a  great  imitator  indeed.  I  do  not 
know  of  what  his  South  Sea  Voyages  are  made, 
but  if  they  are  of  the  same  materials  as  his  Nor-* 
them  Voyages,  then  certainly  he  merits  his  own 
compliment.  Captain  Bumey's  discrediting  of  sea 
vcyagersy  will  naturally  account  for  his  partiality  to 
iand  vcyagersy  such  as  Stadukin,  Pavlutzki,  Led- 
yard,  and  Andreef. — But  I  beg  pardon  for  this  rail-- 
lery;  his  age  and  his  wisdom  command  more  re- 
specv* 

**  Writing  Andreef  s  name  will  also  bring  him 
into  notice  for  a  few  words.  In  page  276  of  Bur* 
ney,  there  is  a  passage  thus : — *  that  when  the  depth 
of  water  was  found  to  decrease,  there  can  he  but 
little  doubt  they  had  approached  the  land  seen  by 
Andreef  J  It  is  a  most  extraordinary  circumstance 
that  people  will  persist  Andreef  saw  new  land ;  he 
saw  only  the  Bear  Islands  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Kolvma,  but  no  land,  nor  indication  of  land,  to  the 
north  of  them ;  whatever  he  may  have  heard,  his 

*  Captain  Bumey  says  no  men  have  been  ^eatet  imitcu 
tort  than  sea  voyagert. 
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journaly  winch  k  now  before  me,  mentioiit  nodung 
of  the  kind.  Since  Andreef,  a  Mr  GedenBtnM% 
and  with  whom  I  was  acquainted  in  Irkntsk,  has 
travelled  across  the  Frozen  Sea  in  the  same  direc- 
tion as  that  over  which  Billings  sailed.  Geden- 
strom  saw  nothing ;  and  had  there  been  any  other 
land  than  the  B«ur  Islands,  he  mnst  have  gone 
over  ity  as  he  went  beyond  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  north-north-east  from  the  Kolyma  ;*  (as  has 
also  Baron  Wrangel,  since  I  addressed  this  letter 
to  the  Royal  Society.)  When  Gedenstrom  was 
halfway  on  his  jonmey,  he  saw  indications  of  hi^^ 
land  to  the  east^  which  I  doubt  not  was  the  same 
land  seen  by  Shalauroff  on  the  second  day  of  lus 
leaving  the  isle  of  Sabedei.*  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  Mr  G.  did  not  change  his  route,  instead  of 
his  continuing  a  due  north  course.  I  feel  surprised 
at  the  error  respecting  Andreef,  because  the  Rus- 
dan  government  have  crept  into  the  same,  as  nuMt 
evidently  appear,  when  reading  the  instinctioos 
given  to  Billings. 

<<  With  respect  to  a  short  voyage  made  by 
Amossow,  it  serves  only  to  confirm  the  account  of 
Shalauroff,  as  well  as  to  prove  that  a  tribe  of  peo- 
ple certainly  did  dwell  between  Shelatskoi  Nom 
and  the  Kolyma,  and  which  may  have  been  the 
Shelages  tribe ;  their  habitations  were  observed  in 
the  same  narrow  channel,  both  by  Shalauroff  and 
Amossow ;  but  I  am  in  doubt  whether  the  idaad 

*  Besides,  it  may  be  a  matter  of  speculation,  whether 
dogs  or  baidares  could,  consistently  with  safety,  have  tra- 
velled over  the  ice  or  sea  so  far  as  Andreef 's  ideal  land  i* 
placed.  By  the  word  ideal,  I  do  not  mean  to  infer  that  do 
such  land  exists ;  I  mean  only,  that  it  is  a  traditional  re- 
port :  else  how  came  Andreef  to  know  the  name  of  the  land, 
as  well  as  of  its  inhabitsnts,  which  words  have  no  connexion 
with  one  anoi\\eT  '* 
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of  Sabedei  is  how  in  existence,*  for  such  is  tUijs 
rapid  increase  of  the  continent  towards  the  north, 
that  near  Svatoi  Noss,  to  the  westward  of  this, 
there  was,  only  sixty  years  ago,  a  wide  channel 
hetween  the  isle  of  Diomed  and  the  main  land^  yet 
has  this  island  been  united  to  the  continent  now 
fifteen  years.  Such  an  extraordinary  fact  may  throw 
some  light  upon  the  cause  of  the  rery  shallow  water 
all  along  the  Asiatic  Icy  Sea  coast. 

**  It  is  hardly  worth  arguing  whether  the  waters 
of  the  sea  decrease,  or  whether  the  sea  recedes,  (al- 
though I  think  both  are  facts,)  such  a  difference 
may  be  amicably  settled,  by  admitting  that  the 
land  increases,  of  which  there  are  annual  proofs  at 
Baranov  Kamen,  and  Shalauroff's  Huts,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Kolyma.  The  numerous  large  rivers 
which  enter  the  Asiatic  Icy  Sea  must  carry  with 
them  immense  quantities  of  loose  earthy  trees,  and 
even  of  large  rocks,  which  must  serve  to  shallow 
the  water  to  a  great  distance  from  the  land.  The 
annual  evaporation  must  also  be  very  great,  and 
much  greater  than  even  the  numerous  large  rivers 
can  in  three  months  refund;  hence  the  waters  must 
decrease ;  and  if  that  be  the  case,  they  must  also 
recede.  The  like  circumstance  may  also  take  place 
in  the  American  Icy  Sea,  although  we  have  lost 
the  knowledge  of  so  many  or  such  large  rivers  as 
there  are  in  Asia,  all  of  which,  except  the  Okota 
Anadyr,  and  Amour,  enter  the  Icy  Sea. 

<^  The  immense  quantities  of  loose  earth,  wood, 
and  rocks,  which  are  annually  washed  into  the  Icy 

•  This  doubt  is,  however,  removed,  as  will  appear  by  the 
result  of  the  expedition  under  Baron  Wrangel.  The  dwell- 
ings seen  in  the  narrow  channel  by  Amossow,  between  Sa- 
bedei and  the  main  land,  are  even  still  in  existence,  for  Baron 
Wrangel  saw  them. 

VOL,  II.  Y 
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Sea,  bare  con^aed  to  increase  to  ages,  and  wiU 
continue  to  increase ;  consequently,  the  difficulty 
and  danger  of  navigating  the  Icy  Sea  have  oon- 
tinued,  and  will  also  continae  to  increase,  in  a  re- 
lative proportion*  The  fieudlity  which,  company 
tively  sp^Jung,  je»sted  two  and  three  hundred 
years  ago,  of  navigating  the  seas  in  high  latitudes^ 
no  longer  exists.  '\^en  our  improvements  in 
naval  architecture,  in  geography,  and  in  astronomy, 
as  well  as  our  improvements  in  seamanship,  are 
taken  into  consideration,  we  may  well  be  surpiied 
mt  the  successful  voyages  performed  by  our  ances* 
tors  in  cockle-boats,  and  manned  by  lubbers,  coafr> 
pared  to  those  of  the  present  day.  Liook  back  to 
those  three  American  voyagers,  Baffin,  Hndsoo, 
and  Davis ;  they  did  not  experience  the  awful  du^ 
gers  encountered  by  Ross  :*  consequentiy,  the  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers  must  have  increased  in  a 
greater  proportion  than  our  improvements  in  gene- 
ral knowledge,  f  The  causes  may  he  easily  sta- 
ted ;  there  is  more  land,  more  ice,  and  less  water, 
-—I  mean  in  a  fluid  state ;  the  overfloodings  of  the 
rivers  produce  the  former,  and  the  increase  of  cold 
the  two  latter;  independent  of  the  circumstance 
that  the  already  formed  mountains  of  ice,  and  which 
have  for  ages  existed  under  the  Pole,  have  con- 
tinued, and  will  continue  to  increase,  even  though 
the  seasons  did  not  change.;^     I  have  often  ob- 

*  Much  less  those  borne  by  Parry  and  his  companioiu. 

+  It  may  be  asserted,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
ships  or  vessels  now-a-days  cannot  go  where  they  did  two 
or  three  hundred  years  ago. 

4:  I  say  this,  to  explain  that  ice  begets  ice,  as  the  more 
it  contracts  and  leaves  fissures  of  water,  the  more  exposed  is 
that  ^ater  lo  0:v&  «xmQv^hese^  and  consequently  the  more 
likely  to  fteeic. 
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msered  a  great  attractiye  power  in  cold  ice, — ^that 
18,  in  ice  eicposed  to  35^  and  40^  of  Reaumur* 

<*  I  am,  however,  wanderings  and  will  therefore 
draw  my  letter  to  a  conclusion,  trusting  that  I  hare 
plroved,  if  ever  Deshnew  did  reach  the  Anadyr 
wOh  the  vessels  in  which  he  sailed  from  the  Kcly* 
mOy  that  he  must  have  sailed  round  the  north- 
east of  Asia,  and,  consequently,  that  no  junction 
with  America  can  exist.    I  trust  I  have  proved  a 

grfect  coincidence  in  the  narrations  of  Deshnew, 
ylutzki,  Shalauroff,  Cook,  and  Billings ;  and  that 
liiere  is  every  reason  to  conclude  that  lli^  north- 
east termination  of  Asia,  or  Shelatskoi  Noss,  must 
be  near  the  latitude  of  70*^  2(y,  or  70*»  SC,  north, 
and  in  the  longitude  of  Yih"^  or  176^  east.  I  thmk 
it  will  appear,  by  what  I  have  said  respecting  the 
currents,  that  they  argue  for  a  free  passage, — that 
is,  unobstructed  by  land*  I  trust  also,  these  argu- 
ments are  supported  a  good  deal  by  the  directions 
and  junction  of  the  two  chains  of  mountains  which 
meet  on  the  Kvata ;  the  course  and  distance  to  the 
sea  from  the  rivers  Karpa  and  Kvata,  which  enter 
the  ocean  on  different  sides  of  the  promontory,  or 
Shelatskoi  Noss,  aided  by  the  narrative  of  Busch, 
and  the  circumstantial  proof  arising  from  the  well- 
known  course  of  the  land  east  of  Baranov  Kamen, 
and  the  equally  well-known  course  of  the  land  on 
the  eastern  shore ;  together  with  Shalauroff's  voy- 
age and  map,  Pavlutzki's  march  and  journal,  and 
Billings's  journal  and  map,-— all  of  which  are  such 
corroborating  testimonies,  that  I  doubt  not  I  am 
justified  in  ridiculing  the  idea  of  a  continental  junc- 
tion, or  even  of  a  great  promontory. 

*^  As  to  Cook's  expedition  not  experiencing 
hollow  waves  from  the  north,  they  had  light  airs ; 
besides,  the  quantity  of  ice  in  tinftt  &sec^<Qia>  voA 
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the  shallowness  of  the  water,  might  accofunt  for  it^ 
I  am,  however,  of  opinion  with  Captain  Burney, 
that  there  is  land  to  the  north  of  Behring's  Straits ; 
but  when  I  look  to  the  situation  of  the  Discovery^ 
when  off  Icy  and  North  Capes,  no  land  being  visible 
north  or  east  of  the  former,  nor  north  or  west  of 
the  latter,  I  cannot  bnt  call  them  circumstantial 
proofs  of  their  being  the  north-west  and  north-east 
extremes  of  their  respective  continents. 

*<  Should  you  be  of  opinion  that  these  my  argu- 
ments are  just,  reasonable,  and  impartial,  I  am  sa- 
tisfied, although  at  the  expense  of  an  able  gentle- 
man, as  his  book  and  arguments  will  then  appear 
partial,  untenable,  and  inconclusive.  In  justice^ 
nowever,  to  Captain  Burney,  I  must  admit  that 
the  multiplicity  of  subjects  which  seem  to  have 
engaged  his  attention,  and  to  have  called  forth  his 
wandering  pen,  when  only  professing  to  write  <<  A 
Chronological  History  of  North-east  Discoveries," 
plead  much  in  his  behalf;  he  deserved  better  suc- 
cess ;  but  I  cannot  see  any  probability  of  his  hy- 
pothesis being  verified  in  his  or  my  life-time,  un- 
less the  original  longevity  of  man  be  restored,  and 
that  we  are  enabled  to  reach  the  age  of  nine  hun- 
dred or  a  thousand  years ;  in  that  case  there  will 
be  a  hope,  at  least,  if  the  two  continents  continue 
to  make  such  rapid  advances  towards  the  north ; 
in  that  case,  a  junction  will  take  place  at  the  Pole, 

"  I  will  now  take  my  leave  both  of  Captain 
Burney,  and  you,  gentlemen,  and  trust  that  all 
three  of  you  will  excuse  the  length  of  this  letter, 
as  well  as  its  contents.  Should  you  think  it  de- 
serving the  attention  of  the  Royal  Society,  I  shall 
be  obliged  by  your  causing  it  to  be  read ;  should 
they  approve  of  it,  I  shall  feel  honoured.  Neither 
they  norCa^taiik  Burney  will  long  entertain  a  doubt 
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on  this  interesting  question;  an  expedition  will 
leave  this  in  March,  to  traverse  round  the  Shelats^ 
koi  Noss  with  dogs ;  and,  about  the  same  time,  I 
shall  attempt  penetrating  through  the  country  of 
the  Tchuktchi ;  one  or  both  may  succeed.  Be  the 
result  what  it  may,  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  ad- 
dressing you  for  the  information  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety, and  the  transfusion  of  knowledge  in  gene- 
ral J*  I  will  also  forward  any  other  useful  or  in- 
teresting information  which  I  may  gather  during 
my  rambles. 

<<  It  remains  for  me  only  to  hope  you  will  excuse 
ihe  8tyle\  of  this  letter,  and  it  is  with  great  sin- 
cerity I  make  a  request,  that  if,  in  your  opinion,  it 
is  undeserving  the  attention  of  the  Royal  Society, 
by  committing  it  to  the  flames^  its  memory  will 
perish,  and  my  credit  will  be  saved  ;j:  the  interest 
of  the  subject  has  alone  induced  me  to  take  it  up, 
and  will  plead  my  excuse^  especially  as  I  am  so 
nnaccustomed  to  address  any  learned  body*  Be 
the  result  what  it  may,  I  shall  remain,  gentlemen, 
with  every  respect, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  John  Dundas  Cochrane." 

^^  To  the  Secretary  and  President  of 
the  Royal  Society,  London." 

Such  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  addressed 

*  Surely  this  passage  alone  ought  to  have  exonerated  me 
from  an  intention  of  treating  with  disrespect  the  President, 
or  elevating  the  Secretary.  I  did  not  write  to  the  one  or  to 
the  other,  but  to  the  body  of  the  Royal  Society. 

"f  It  is  the  style  which  appears  to  have  offended  the  dig- 
nity  probably  of  the  Council. 

X  Why  was  not  my  request  complied  with  ?  This  is  un. 
merited,  and  derogatory  to  the  character  of  learned  gentk" 
men. 
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from  tbe  rifer  Kolyma  to  the  Royal  Sodety.  My 
readers  are  aware  of  the  reception  it  has  met  withy 
not  from  the  learned  hody  composing  the  Royil 
Society,  hut  from  Sir  Humphrey  TUltj  and  tin 
Council !  Now,  whatever  may  he  his  or  their  ofn- 
nions  as  to  its  merits^  not  he  nor  they  can  hy  any 
means  convince  me,  that  the  arguments  contained 
in  it  are  not  weighty,  probahly  more  weighty  than 
he,  or  they,  or  some  other  people,  wished ;  and 
that,  as  the  subject  regarding  the  north-east  of  Asia 
was  really  of  interest,  any  merit  as  to  the  solution 
of  the  question,  ought  to  he  retained  by  an  FJI.S. ; 
and  that,  therefore,  I  was  not  to  be  heard  or  at- 
tended to*    This  is  a  lesson  I  had  to  leam ;  nor 
shall  it  be  lost  upon  me.    I  always,  however,  un« 
derstood,  that  when  a  question  was  once  subnutted 
to  and  received  favourably  by  the  Royal  Sodety, 
that  then  the  subject  was  open  to  the  opiniooB, 
arguments,  and  statements  of  othere ;  but,  as  it 
seems  that  a  monopoly  of  arguing  such  snbfects  is 
to  be  retained  by  the  Royal  Society,  I  suppose  I 
must  bow,  and  content  myself  with  submitting  the 
matter  to  an  equally  enlightened,  but  less  vain  part 
of  the  community ;  if  they  approve  of  it,  I  shall 
feel  much  more  gratified  than  if  my  letter  had  been 
put  upon  some  old  dosty  shelf,  to  be  devoured  by 
time  or  vermin,  the  general  attendant  upon  the 
works  even  of  the  most  chemical,  scientific^  or  en- 
liffhtened. 

A  reference  to  a  map  of  the  north-east  part  of 
Asia,  will  convince  the  reader  that  I  have  at  least 
contributed  to  bring  to  a  completion  the  know- 
ledge of  the  boundaries  of  that  continent.  The 
distance  between  Baranov  Kamen  and  Cape  Kuz- 
min,  was  surveyed  in  182I|  by  Baron  Wrangel ; 
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a  copy  of  that  sunrey  I  procured  in  1823,  two 
years  after  I  had  written  my  letter  to  the  Royal 
Society.  This  being  understood^  let  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  Shelatskoi  Noss,  as  ascertained 
by  observations,  be  compared  with  that  I  ventured 
to  predict ;  let  the  march  of  Pavlutzki  and  of  Bil- 
lings, the  run  or  course  of  the  mountains — ^in  short, 
let  all  my  arguments  be  ever  so  often  considered 
and  examined, — ^it  cannot  fail  to  be  seen  that  I  ar« 
^ed  successfully. 

The  geography  and  circumnavigation  of  Asia 
being  thus  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Taimura  Cape,  which  has  only  been  traversed 
round  by  dogs,  with  a  Lieutenant  Laptieff,  in  1731, 
is  a  circumstance  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  first 
stating  to  the  public  The  distance  of  ninety  miles 
between  Cape  Kuzmin  and  Cape  North,  and  which 
Baron  Wrangel  was  prevented  from  want  of  pro- 
Tisions  from  surveying,  has  since  been  accomplish- 
ed by  the  same  intrepid  and  enlightened  young  of- 
ficer, in  as  miraculous  and  dangerous  a  manner  as 
the  annals  of  discovery  can  bear  testimony  of.  The 
account  of  it  is  stated  in  the  Siberian  Herald,  which 
notices  five  expeditions  over  the  ice,  undertaken  in 
a  period  of  three  years ;  two  of  them  were  direct- 
ed to  ascertain  the  precise  situation  of  the  north- 
east Cape  of  Asia,  or  Shelatskoi  Noss,  while  three 
of  them  were  to  cross  the  Frozen  Sea,  in  search  of 
real  or  supposed  lands.  The  last  three  were  un- 
successful,  although  some  of  the  Tchuktchi  report- 
ed to  the  baron  the  existence  of  land  only  fifty 
miles  north-east  of  Shelatskoi  Noss ;  they  even  as- 
serted that  it  was  visible,  in  clear  weather,  from 
the  continent.  Determined  to  ascertain  the  fact, 
the  baron  proceeded  to  Shelatskoi  Noss^and  thence 

11 
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^Urected  Ms  course  north-eslst ;  he  had  not,  how- 
ever, proceeded  more  thao  thirty  miles,  when  a  vio- 
lent storm  came  on,  and  lasting  several  days,  not 
only  broke  up  the  fields  of  ice,  but  actually  insu- 
lated him  upon  a  flow,  which  drove  to  the  south- 
ward, and  rendered  it  very  doubtful  whether  he  and 
his  companions  would  again  be  enabled  to  reach 
land.    Besides  being  exposed  for  several  days  upon 
this  piece  of  floating  ice^  the  baron  was  destitute 
of  firing  and  provisions,  cut  off,  as  he  was,  from 
the  supplies  he  had  buried ;  this  good,  however,  at- 
tended his  dangerous  situation — ^it  enabled  him  to 
survey  all  the  line  from  Shelatskoi  Noss  to  the  Bay 
of  Klashenie  and  Serdze  Kamen,     What  can  de- 
note more  undaunted  perseverance  in  the  discharge 
of  a  public  duty,  surrounded  by  dangers,  exposed 
to  privations  and  fatigues,  as  well  as  to  hanger, 
than  this  Rtbssian  conduct  ? 

The  boundaries  of  Asia  being  thus  unquestion- 
ably known,  render  those  of  America,  if  not  more 
important,  at  least  more  interesting.  The  reader 
may  probably  perceive  a  difference  of  three  de- 
grees of  longitude,  or  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  in 
the  situation  of  Shelatskoi  Noss,  between  that  re- 
presented in  the  little,  and  that  in  either  of  the 
larger  maps.*  The  reason  is  this : — Baranov  Cape 
is  in  166°  4(y  of  east  longitude,  according  to  all 
charts,  ancient  and  modern ;  I  have,  therefore,  in 
my  narrative  followed  the  custom  of  such  charts ; 
but,  in  this  probably  more  scientific  addition  to  the 
first  edition,  I  have  felt  it  right  to  point  out  the 
error,  which  is,  that  it  is  166°  40"  east  of  Paris, 
and  not  of  London^  which  will  bring  the  actual 

•  lYvt*^  \s\«^^  «xa  wsxtoM^^Vxsk^U  edition. 


Appendix*  i6t 

longitude  to  16d^  east  from  LonclooL  Daranov 
Kamen  became  known  from  Captain  Billings's  ex- 
pedition: as  an  Englishman,  unacquainted  with  fo- 
reign langnaigesy  he,  of  course,  worked  astronomic 
eal  observations  with  English  books  ;  while  the  se- 
cond in  command,  the  present  Admiral  Saretcheff, 
a  Russian,  understood  nothing  of  the  English  lan- 
guage, and  as  the  Russians  had  not  at  that  time 
any  but  French  translations,  of  course  the  longi- 
tude was  calculated  by  him  from  the  meridian  of 
Paris.  It  is  extraordinary  that  the  same  error 
should  exist  of  the  longitudes  of  Nishney  Kdymsk 
and  Okotsk,  as  also  of  the  small  island  of  Eon  in 
the  Okotsk  Sea.  Captain  Bumey  has  properly 
stated  the  longitude  of  Baranoy  Kamen,  which 
merely  compresses  the  land  south-east  of  Shelats- 
koi  Noss,  towards  Cape  North,  into  sixty  miles  of 
less  extent  than  pointed  out  in  all  other  maps  ex- 
cept this  little  one ;  and,  in  fact,  proves  that  my 
idea  of  the  local  situation  of  Shelatskoi  Noss  was 
correct.  The  only  error  I  made  was  in  bringing 
out  Pavlutzki  at  Cape  North,  instead  of  Cape  Kuz- 
min,  I  have  ventured,  therefore,  to  make  that  much 
of  alteration,  for  the  better  illustration  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  sacred 
promontory  which  has  given  rise  to  so  many  discus- 
sions, to  identify  which  was  considered  an  easy 
thing,  from  having  two  islands  opposite  to  it,  whose 
inhabitants  wear  artificial  teeth,  cannot  be  identi- 
fied from  that  fact.  Such  is  Deshnew's  descrip- 
tion ;  but  Shelatskoi  Noss  has  two  islands  oppo« 
site  to  it,  which  are  inhabited ;  Tchukotskoi  Noss  has 
two  islands  opposite  to  it,  which  are  also  inhabited, 
andsohasAnadyrakoiNoea*  That  the  second  was 
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the  one  intended,  I  cannot  donbt,  as  from  it  to 
Anadyr  is  a  drcnlar  conrsey  which  river  can  be 
reached  in  three  days ;  circumstances  which  do  not 
conihine  with  Shelatskoi  or  Anadyrskoi  Nosses, 
With  these  observations  I  leave  the  subject  and 
the  letter  to  the  candoor  of  the  public. 


TUB  ENDt 
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